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There are other forces aside from political competitions that
worked to segment clusters. The most obvious has been population
pressure; as the available space to construct new households decreased
and the distance that the farmers had to walk to their farms has
increased, segments of the village moved a kilometer or two away from
Tudu. Yet for the present, this process was stopped in 1966 by the
sub-prefect who, for ease in administering the area, ordered the
physical reunification of satellite hamlets with their parent villages.

However, I believe it is clear from these data that whatever
ecological conditions may exist for cluster segmentation, the shared
ideas about spirit propitiation at once provide a charter for the actual
segmentation of clusters without assigning such splits to processes
of political competition. It is the spirits, ultimately, who divide
clusters, not people. -




