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IDENTIFYING PATIENTS AT 
THE END OF LIFE 

    For Primary Care Providers and Staff

Provider 
Handout

Early end of life conversations and advance care planning are necessary for all patients. 



Introduction

Click Here to return to the Table of Contents. 



Evidence Based Guideline at a Glance 
Guideline summary: Palliative care for adults. 
In: National Guideline Clearinghouse (NGC) [Web site]. Rockville (MD): Agency for 
Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ); 2013 Nov 01. [cited 2017 Feb 15]. Available: 
https://www.guideline.gov 

Major recommendations: 

• Educate providers on philosophy and structure of palliative care
• Increase identification of patients in the early stages of serious

illness who would benefit from palliative care
• Improve effectiveness and comfort level of primary care providers

in communicating necessity and benefits of palliative care with
patients who have a serious illness

• Improve percentage of patients identified in early stages of
serious illness who have a care plan identified and/or
documented

• Improve ongoing reassessment and adjustment of patient’s care plan as
condition warrants

• Increase completion of documentation and ongoing utilization of
advance directives for patients with serious illness

National Guideline Clearinghouse (NGC) Guideline: Caring for dying adults in the last days of life. 
**this guideline is not addressed in this integrative review and only referenced in the resource packet as the goal 
is to intervene appropriately before this late in the life continuum**.


