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Professor CRISTOTFOR I. SIMIONESCU
ON HIS 70th BIRTH ANNIVERSARY

~ « . Profegsar Cristafor I. Simiorcsen iz 70 gyears old ; ke cax hery on
July 17,1920 in Dumbrdreni-Suceara. Lot Lix fatier and his mother were
sciool teacircrs. Young Simionceere aftended the dementary scheol in hix
_lome tcs and, atter geaduation, ke came to Jaysy and aftendrd the presti-
“giows “Natiowal Lyccum”, the roolx of which are in the “*Michnilean ea-
_demy™ e then stailed Lin studics iv the Polyteckuic Iastitute of Jaxsy al the
“Facully of Chemicnl Enginecring. A a young student, Je was knoin for
hiz enthusiasm in hix tcork.and he was soon recogrized ex an oulslawding
wertng weivatist, Ay o couxcquener, in 1945, Cristofor Sin:ionesen graduated
“magna “cund_ laude from” the Polyfechuic Justitite in "Jassy. Tn 1945, ke
“obtained kis “first scientific” degree’in “the field - of "organic technology, i.e. -
=Doclor-af ~ Techuical--Sciences, - beeaine “Asaorinle--Lrofesnor; and, in-J931,
“icas ‘promaled to Full Professor ard appoinicd to the Chair of Natwral and
‘;ﬁ_’iﬁ'ﬁéﬁf'-H“fm'.'m;fﬁf{{"?‘:; -'.t afan e N LR ekt i_'::- Sisapas - 4w eas
: ff ihe” Poly-

SR Erom 1957 wintil 1976 Dinfessor Stuzioneaci: 1w0es’” Rector

o dechnic I 'aﬁfmf_';u{ Jazsy. In 1935, ke tens “elecieL correaponding micmber
. of the Romanian Academy 7 in'1963 he twox’ elccted full member. The same
<. year, ke was also elected President of (ke Jasty Branch of the "Acndemy ;
cahe gereed in, this pesition from 1967 to 1974, axd, again, from 1983 on.

i

Tn 1974, Projemsor Simioncscr. was. elected "Viec=President of “the .
s Romanian Academy. a, position held until J230. .. v, g Cpin ot

53000 Following Professoe. Simionescu’s dtiliatice, the Tustilviv of Chemistry
viin  Juvsy — an -acedemic Instifute — was “transfermed in 1961 info an
Institute entircly doiicated to the rescarch on polymers.i.e.,the “P. Poui"

L
HEALE

< Anstituie .of “Macromnl=cular, Cheinizicy.. Profexsor Simioncscu has been ils - -

wDircetor, sinee, 1970, .Professo., Siztionssce, iz pow Director ad honores of

*ythe = Petri Doni Ingtitute of L acreniolecdar Chemistry in Jasey. ", "
—me o2l Cristofor , Simivnesel z-persanalily, - kixsimperlant.conlribuiion to the ..
Sereation of w maedern school of mmcromoleenlar ciemistry “in . Romanin, and
hiy many-vided aclicifies in edweation and science hare boen widcly- recugnized |
-and highly appreciated worldwide, Simionescy ix @ member of several inler-
- national scientific organizations induding Socicté Chimique de France (1963 )
and the Awerican Chemical Society (1965 ). FHe is Howorary Member of
Socidté de Chimie Indwstrielle de Purix (1476 ), micwber of the Internaliona!
Aendemy of Wood Science, Presivienl af the Exrapean-Afvican Group of this
. Academy (sinze 1979 ) and m2mber of tie International Society for the Ntudy of
- the Origin of_Li{n SSQT ). Professor. Simionescu twas also a national
«. representative of IUPAC (Interuafional Union of Pure and Applied Che
caamiistry ) and @ member of the ITP.AC Macromoleenlar Dicigion and of
. the IUPAC Commiltee for Teaching Chemistry. Dhe R
- Grm%w Simionescw was elccted forcign member of the Academy of
~ Seiences of DDR (1982 ) and of the Hungarian Academy of Seicnces (198% )i
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LY Profeszor Cristolor 1. Siminnestu

ke is an aclive member af the XX, Academy of Seiencrs and wos selecled
forcign member of the American Chemical Sociely wl ity Cenfennial (1976 ).

In 1985, Projessor Simionescw beeante Doelor hoporis causa of the
Polytechinical School of Safia, Bulgaria. Professor Simionesen is the founder
and editar-in-chief of the International jowrna! Celluluse Chemistyy and
Technology (since 1967 ) and edifor-in-chief of the Scientific Memoirs of the
Acadeiny of Romania (#ince 1977 J, member of the editorial boards of Revue
Roumaine de Chimie and other Romanion chemisiry journals, and smember
of the adrisory boards of Acta Polymerica, ¢f Journal of Polymer Science :
Polymer Chemistry Edition and European Pulymer Journal.

The seientific aclivily of Professor Simioncscu ghows his interest in
ihe entire range of the natwral sciences. His work corers a wide speetium
in macromoiecular, organic and applied chemisiry. is work has been publish-
ed in over GO0 scientific papers in Romaenian and foreign jowrials, and
ke is the holder of more than 40 putents. He also is fhe avthor of some
twenty books.

Under the guidance of DProfessor Simionescu more fhan 75 young
scientizts from Romania and abroad hare compleied their Ph I studies in
the ficlds of organic awd macromolecular chemisiry. The subjects corered
involve : wood chemistry, the chemistry of polysaccharides, synthesis and
polymerizaiion (copolymerization ) of naw wmonomers, polymer mechano-
chemistry, phole- and semiconducting pulymers, plazmochemistry, chemisiry
of muliijunetional inifiators, eleciroinitiated polymervizalions, niacremoleenlar
charge-transfer compleres (CTC), etc. Professor Simionescy has aliwaix
supported mew directions in theory and in ciperimental approaches. His
contributions are considered as basic for the derelopment of polymers with
conjugaied dowble honds, mainly polyacetylenes. Ilis confributions to the
understanding of how life could have emerged from {he primary gaves of the
reduced atmosphere on the cold Earth is also considered far-reaching. In
this last aren, Professor Simionescu was coauthor fo the Cold Theory of he
origin of Life, and published more than 30 paprrs and one book translaled
it Russian, on thiz subject.

Sinee 1964, Professor Simionescu was invelted in the organization
of numerous national aend infernational scieniific mectings, including nine
Internetional Symposia on Cellulose Chemistry and Technology, the 301k
International Congress of Indusirial Chemisira ( Bucharvest, 1970 ), the Firsf
Romanian — U.S. Seminar in Polymer Chemistiy (Jassy. 1976 ), The 20k
Internaiional Symposium on Macromolecules (IUPAC Maere™ 8, Bucha-
rest 1983 ), end the 17th Mecting of the Problem Commission of Macro-
moleenlar Componnds of the Academies of East European Counirics (Jassy,
1583 ).

As educator, colleague and seienfist, Crisiofor Simiionescn is an examplr
of persererance amd tenaeity. He has ereated and maintaing a wost stimulating
atmosphere al the Polylechnic Institute and af the **Peirn Poni” Instituie of
Macromolecular Chemistry. Many young scienlists whe are now engaged
in research and {eaching in numerous institules and universifies in_Romania
and abroad have profited inspirations. His devotion fo teaching and research.

which he successfully combined throughow! his career, has been the muost
characteristic feature of his multifaceted activity.



3 Professor Crislelar 1. Siminnescu 1

Professor Simioneseu is scientist cmeritus (1969 ) and professor
emeritus (1973 ). In recoguition of hiz merils in both scientific and social
actirifies, he was awarded more than 135 national medals and awards.

Professor Simionescu has been very active in erealing condilions for
international scientific collaboration among scientists and researchers. In
recoguition of his efforts ke reeeived the (emtennial Medal of the American
Chemical Society, the jubilee medal from the Supreme Soviet of the USSR
(1971 ), the Diploma de Reconocimiento of the Academy of the Republic
of Cuba, and the Diploma of the Bulgarian deademy of Sciences,

The biography of Professor Simionesew has been included in WHO'S
WHOIN THE WORLD, jth edition, 19501981, .

On the oecusion of his 70 birthday, all colivagues, pupils, and frivady —
from all aver the world — wish Professor Cristofor I, Simionescu a lowg and
Jruitful life, with continved good health and spiritual ciyor.

I0AN I XEGULESCL OTTL Yol
Institute of Macromolecular Chemisiry Polytechnic nivenily
Jassy Brooklyn, New York
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