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We were the only ones that were at the Church after that. We ran to the Nun‘s House. My little son 

almost drowned because the river was flooded. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My little son- who was three months old- fell off my hands in the water.  My God! I looked 

desperately but I could not find him. People passed by my side running, nobody cared, but I don‘t 

blame them. We were all trying to save our lives. I could not manage to hold my grandson, my 

daughter with her baby, and the one that just had fallen off.  I was desperate and running out of time. 

Where in that flooded river was my little soon? Suddenly, someone stopped and helped me. That was 

a miracle. Nothing else can explain how we survived. 

 In our desperate escape we all got to a point in the community were all the survivors were safe for a 

moment. The Father and other leaders said that we had to get out of the community because the 

combat was turning to worse. Some people went to the forest; others went to the caño-channel of the 

river- to rich the communities of the Bojayá River. Josefa, Teo, and the women of the Church started 

Figure 23: Old Bellavista Flooded 
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organizing people in groups to cross over to Vigía. We knew that crossing was risky but  we had no 

other option. These women didn‘t think about themselves, they wanted everyone to make it to – el 

otro lado- the other side alive. They gum shuts were flying, and they were putting pieces of wood 

together to make a big balsa, and get people out. They were the last who left the riverside.  

Nos montamos en ese bote-we all got into that improvised boat-sin canalete ni na‟- with no paddle -    

The teenagers started moving the boat with their hands, and others were in the river hanging by the 

side, while swimming to cross the river. While we were struggling to cross we were screaming            

“ Somo civiles, Somo civiles‖- ―we are civilians, we are civilians‖. We screamed it from the bottom of 

our hearts to reach the orilla –riverside- of Vigía.  

 “María I & Family” 

 

 I was leaving the tragedy from Bogotá, and I will take the narration from here. I am not from 

Bellavista; I am from the Alto Bojayá.  I am a 42 years old housewife who migrated to Bellavista 

when I was eight. All the Bojayaseños were dying no matter where we were. I was watching the 

news seeing the faces of the people I knew. My mother, my six children, and siblings were in 

Bellavista. They all run to the Church except my mother who was sick, and stayed at home.  

While in Bogotá, I called, and called my siblings in Quibdó and they responded crying with no stop. 

As the media was allowed to enter to Bellavista in the news I started seeing –todo mi personal- all my 

people. I was counting that‘s so and so- ese es julano, sutano, mengano- The morning after the 

explosion- May 3, 2002- while my family was trying to escape the atrocity occurred at the of the 

community church members of the paramilitary group were husmeando – sniffing-in the kitchens of 

the empty town to see what they could eat. In one of the houses they found my mother an elder 

woman trying to get out of the underneath of her bed. They asked her: 



71 
 

P: “And you little grandmother stayed here?” 

She responded: 

Miii: “I could not run. I said… If I have to die here, then, I will have to. That will be up to you…if 

you want to kill me, then go ahead and kill me because I could not run. If I have to die here what else 

can I do?”…  

Then they asked her: 

P: ―Do you have anything to eat around here? We are hungry can you give us something to eat?‖ 

She responded: 

Miii:: ―Go ahead look around and eat whatever you find” 

At this moment that I am telling you, everybody had run away to Vigía del Fuerte. I am not 

exaggerating, the only one who was left behind was my mother. Everybody was afraid- toda esa 

muertesiña- all that death that was left in the Church-  Ay hombre por Dios- Oh My God! 

 My younger brother- el que mata guagua – the one who hunts guagua - asked the guerrilleros to let 

him cross to Bellavista to look for my mother. They didn‘t allow people to go back. And because at 

the time it was Ms. Guerrilla Law- la ley era Doña Guerrilla- they were the ones with the authority 

both here in Bellavista and in Vigía. After three days –con sus noches- with nights included of 

begging them to please let my brother to go find my mother they say: “ vaya pero no se demore‖- go 

but don‟t take too long, you have no right to take anything more, either alive of dead just bring her”.  

Because three days had passed, and mom was sick, people had the coffin ready to give her a descent 

sepulture.  

My brother went and while arriving he called “ Vieja Maria” “ Vieja Maria”, and as weak as she was 

she responded. Oh God! My brother said “ mom is alive” He brought her back. That was a small joy 
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in the middle of so much suffering.  I didn‘t expect my mother to make it alive to other encounter with 

those men. She has an angel for that. The first time she saw them was when she and most women stop 

working in the monte- farms. She will tell what happened.  

 

 “ Maria III” 

 

Vea- look- Now what is killing us is the armed conflict, since all the illegal armed groups are around 

this has change. I am old, don‘t remember how old. I use to go fishing to the ciénaga-swamp- I left at 

the hour I wanted, I came back went I wanted as well. Since these people entered here they have been 

–disque determinando los horarios - determining the time- After 6:00pm nobody leaves or enters 

Bellavista. If something moves in the river the Police puts out all the lights to see if it is guerrilla. 

With that the ones who lose the most is us los campesinos- the pesants.  Uno- one- can‘t do the labor 

we need to do to feed our houses.  

Yo pues- I will never go back to that farm. One day before - el 2 de mayo- the massacre of May 2, 

2002, I was coming back from my farm up here by the Bojayá River. My champa was full of 

plantains, yuca, Borojó, caña y unos animalitos- and little animals I had hunted. Yo iba solita con 

Dios y la Virgen – I was alone with God and the Virgin- I was eating a caña because I was hungry- 

sabrosa yo- I was enjoying myself. All off at sudden,  I looked to the riverside, by the farm of  Las 

Tierras del Señor Eleodoro- the land of Mr. Eleodoro, and  eso no era si no hombres!, that was full 

of men!- en todo ese monte, escondido ahi- in all that jungle they were hidden there-. I stopped my 

eating and moved faster to reach home. I had not come back since then- toy pa decirle unos 10 años- 

I am about to say like 10 years ago -1998-. This violence has underdeveloped us so much- esta 

violencia nos ha atrasado mucho. 
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Maria II and family (continued) 

 

 

Just as no government authority said a word about what was happening in the Atrato, nobody attended 

the alerts we, with the people of the Dioceses, sent adverting that something like this could happened. 

It was a matter of time.  

Hidden in plain light 

 

Nobody knew what was happening to us here, nobody cared. I think the first persone from outside 

Bellavista and Vigía who knew about the massacre was my mother. She was in Cali, and for two days 

she said, she was calling to the public Compartel phone because she lost contact with me. She said 

that one of her calls went through, and was a paraco – paramilitar-who answered. She said ―alo‖ and 

disque el paramilitar le dijo – the paramilitar told her – que alo ni que nada, digale a la Cruz Roja que 

la Guerrilla tiró una pipa y mató un poco de gente-  ―what alo tell the Red Cruz that the guerrilla 

threw a pipe and killed a lot of people in the Church‖.  

She was going to day standing- she told me- She knew I am all about the church activities and she 

thought – ahi cayó mi hija- my daughter died there-, and the news spread. When –esto se ajustó- the 

combat got worst the communication was cut off.  Everybody –se agosimpó- conveyed in Quibdó 

trying to know what happened down here- acá abajó-.   Nobody was moving here, people were 

trapped.There were no more airplanes coming in, not even to take the wounded to Medellin.  

Those who didn‘t die in the Church died waiting to be taken care of, and the rest of us have been 

dying slowly from one thing or the other afterwards… 

When the militars came to take over, God! – Jesús por Dios- It would have been better if they never 

showed up. Helicopters started to arrive, and they were supposed to take the wounded either to 

Quibdó or to Medellín, but ve!  they started to take their own people- the paramilitars- While we were 
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trying to find a safe place in Vigía, the paramilitars robbed our houses, they took our clothing, dressed 

up, and were taken out as ―civilians‖. They were not hurt- taban enteros-  but the militars flu them 

away from the scene. The militars knew there was no Bellavisteño they were montando – taking- to 

their helicopters.  

When the militars came the harm was already done and they came to make it worst. Journalists came 

along with them, and then was when we became the show of the moment. The show of the man with 

no head was spread around the world in minutes.The general crying with the shoe of a little boy; a 

drunken president promising to reconstruct Bellavista in few months. It was all about them, the 

politicians. While they were mobilizing their agendas in the media we were trying to escape such 

horror, and find a safe place. But where will that place be? If our biggest enemy, the fear, was in our 

bodies, the pain, the horror, our loved ones we could not bury.  

None of us was taken in the fast boats of the militars, no helicopter came to take us out. We had to 

find among ourselves the means to get to Quibdó, or the communities in the Bojayá River. Nobody 

came for us because we have always been nobodies, and after the massacre we became displaceds. 

We were that much of a displaced that I just carried my dirty clothes in a plastic black bag because 

someone gave old clothes in Vigía. A plastic bag! A plastic black bag is for the eggs, for the rice, it is 

not for my things, not for me! 

This was just the beginning of all our humiliations. In Quibdó, some of us went to the houses of our 

relatives; others were allocated in the coliseum. The agents of Acción Social registered us, and gave us 

bags with food. We were not supposed to be in this situation when we have all our things in 

Bellavista. They made us go from one side to the other in Quibdó to get that little bag with rice and 

grains, which was their idea of food to feed a family, which was humiliating.  I am telling you, I am a 



75 
 

school teacher, with family in Quibdó, and a family, and I am no displaced, but the people who had 

nothing?  

It was a matter of a couple of months we said: ―we need to go back, no matter to what cost‖. 

Everyone has something to say. Some have more to tell than others- siga ud mijo- You go next little 

son.  

 “George and Family” 
 

We are originally from Apartadó. We came to Bellavista displaced from our farm. When the 

massacre occurred we were already displaced. After that we were kind of a- doble desplazados- 

double-displaced. My brother was the guerrillero who sent the paramilitars to Vigía. He joined the 

guerrilla after the paramilitars killed the peasants in my village, and forced us off our property at 

Apartadó- Antioquia-. We have been ripped from our land, shipped away, and it has been really 

difficult to have a new life. I was eighteen years old in 2002. Do you remember that there was a 

woman who gave birth in the Church because she was too nervous, and who died instantly- with the 

baby after- the exploitation? That was my woman and my child. How can one possibly recover from 

that? 

Toy pa‟ decirle-  I am about to tell  a displaced, a desterrado, a desarraigado- un desplazado, un 

desterrado, un desarraigado-  all of that, and none of the above at the same time.  That is me. What 

can we use that for if at the end nobody likes us, or cares about us? My family is pretty much falling 

apart. We made it alive, but we all have our own traumas. If someone is to tell my story is to get 

people to know that I am a human being, I also have feelings. I really don‘t know why this happened 

to us. Is it because we are Blacks? – But the priest who died was White, never mind-olvidelo- I don‘t 

know.  
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Now these politicians come with their speeches saying they will save us, but they are messing around 

with us. After our people got killed, everybody had money to give us- eso to‟ el mundo-; here the 

president came to build a new town that was pretty much an imposition because they said we know 

nothing, and they are the ones with the knowledge. The few things that we are comfortable with were 

after long battles, and exhausting meetings.  

…and reborn 

 

 “Josefa and Family” 

 

 

It was May 1 of 2002, my father said: ‗we are not going to the Church. There are too many people in 

there already‘. I was afraid. Our house is made out of wood, and the Church out of concrete. There 

was no chance we will survive. I had already lived the take over – la toma- of 2000. I knew I will not 

survive another. In this story you will know me as Josefa, and my family, as that, just, my family. It is 

better to keep it like this. You have seen pieces of my life in the accounts of my sisters, and brother. I 

would like to remember the day we came back to the Old Bellavista.  

Figure 24: Main Street of the Old Bellavista 
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In memory of the massacre we wrote several songs, here are some excerpts:  

* No vamos a llorar por lo que ya pasó, 
Vamos a construir una mañana mejor. Es 

tiempo de ayudar, de sembrar con fe y amor, 
una sonrisa, una esperanza y una flor.  

We will not cry for what has already 
happened, we will build together a better 

future. It is time to help, to plant with faith 
and love, a smile, hope, and a flower.  

 

 

** El pueblo negro no aguanta  Más miseria 

y opresión Como el pueblo de Israel 

Acompáñanos Señor 

El pueblo Afroatrateño, canta a Dios esta 

canción encomendando sus sueños por un 

futuro mejor 

 

The Black people can‟t stand more misery 

and oppression. Like with the Israeli people, 

be with us God.  

The Afro-Atrateña people sing to God this 

song offering our dreams for a better future 

 

We could not live with all that desprecio as desplazados-contempt as displaced-. We were not in 

our land. As people, as a community, as a family we organized to come back to Bellavista. With 

this action we became the first community that had returned to its land in Colombia. A 

community as organized and fighting as our Bellavista could not long endure the torture to which 

we were being forced so we mobilize all the necessary means to return home. Despite being 

refugees in various places around the city, the facilities of the ACIA – Asociación Campesina 

Integral del Atrato- Integral Peasant Association of the Atrato- served as a meeting point to bring 

forward the strategy of resistance to the death, hunger and desolation, which in those days were 

up and down in the Atrato, and still are. In the facilities of the ACIA we listened to each other‘s 

complaints and concluded that what was left to us was the return. The brothers and sisters of 

ACIA support and helped us writing a statement of appeal.  
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There were no conditions to return, even thought it was one of the requirements posed by the 

policy of assistance to the displaced. After several meetings and after the creation of a list of 

demands, with the support of members of Community Councils in the area, pastoral agents of the 

Diocese, and some sympathetic to the cause we conveyed to return to the 1 of September of 

2002.  

 

The militars were established in Bellavista supposedly to spell the illegal armed groups, and to 

protect the community. When we announced that we were coming back to Bellavista, we 

received information that everything was ready, that the combats had stopped, and that the town 

was cleaned, and with power to facilitate our arrival and installation; ready for us to start over. 

What was not said was that the concept of conditions they had was entirely different from ours. 

The power they were talking about was a set of torches in the entrance to the town. They also 

said they had supposedly cleaned, and swept the houses.  They lied to us. We arrived in the 

evening; there was no peaceful return, as we were promised. Even thought there was no combat, 

the soldiers welcomed us with a tuft of mosquitoes that were going to kill us all. There was no 

power, no food. The houses were robbed, and dirty. The people of Bellavista have suffered 

enough. 

 
 
Upon this traumatic installation, we cleaned the community, while remembering what had 

happened. To accompany the souls of our family members we celebrated a ceremony to 

illuminate their path to heaven. After our accommodation we started a whole new process. 

Different institutions around de world started offering money to help us reconstructing our lives.  

The international funding that was no managed by the community itself. Agents of the Uribe‘s 
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government were sent to start the construction of a new Bellavista. We wanted the funds to be 

invested were the Old Bellavista is located but they said that money was not going invested in 

that piece of land easily floodable by the Atrato.  
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The problem was not the land itself. The Atrato River has been flooding more than ever because 
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t is full of garbage in the desembocadura- end of the river - to the ocean. If they do their job and 

clean the river it will not flood as much. They didn‘t listen to what we had to say. Everything 

was imposed. We struggled to negotiate minimum conditions but the final design of the town 

was theirs. The COCOMACIA donated the land in which the New Bellavista I located now. The 

president Uribe called it ―The City of the Jungle‖. They said, they wanted to give us a taste of 

development, and by doing so they ended up deepening our anguish. Most of the houses were 

never completed; their design broke apart everything that we are. The kitchens are so small, like 

the city kitchens. We no longer have a space to seat around and talk while cooking. The river is 

now so far away that we can‘t reach easily the man sealing the planta ins or basic food supplies. 

Everything became more expensive. There are 

fewer jobs, and more people depending on 

aids. The electricity is worst that ever, and the 

water is as dark and dirty as the river when is 

flooded. They took us out of our old Bellavista 

with the argument that it was easily floodable. 

After getting the new house in the New 

Bellavista they made us renounce to the 

properties we had on the Old Bellavista. We 

could no longer even visit, or keep our houses 

as the memory of our history. What for? –Los Duros- the men with the money are taking that 

land over. First it was the army seated there, and nobody was allowed to pass by. Now, there are 

cows being feed there. If you ask who are the owners of the cows you will see why they took as 

out from there. 

Figure 25: Cows on the Old Bellavista  

territory 
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Figure 26: Man Observing the Desolated Old Bellavista 

We have been resisting and demonstrating our t presence in the Old Bellavista. We have placed 

marks in the land, and the owners of the cows will take them off. We are now planning on 

building a community museum in the reconstructed Church to tell the world  our story. If we 

don‘t have a presence in our land what history are we going to tell? What is going to be written 

about us? What are the massacred Bellavista people the world will see? In the memory if our 

muertos -dead- we find the strength to survive. 

El recuerdo de nuestros muertos fortalece nuestra historia/ con la convicción de negro siguen en 
nuestra memoria. 

 
El regreso a nuestra tierra fortalece la esperanza como raza que se une nuestro canto es una 

danza 
 

Hermanos no permitamos que otro venga a decidir con  la mano en nuestro pecho empecemos a 

sugerir. 
 

Esta tierra es nuestra vida  y nos la están maltratando pero el pueblo negro sigue en su lucha sin 
descanso 

 

En esta comunidad de tantas personas lindas, pedimos al Dios del cielo que vivamos con 
Justicia 
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The memory of our dead strengthens our history with the conviction as Black People they remain 
in our memory 

 
The return to our land strengthens the hope as a united race, our song is a dance 

 
Brothers and Sisters let‟s don‟t allow others to come and decide for us, with the hand in our 

hearts, let‟s start making decisions in our own 

 
This land is our life, and others are mistreating it. But the Black People continue their struggle 

with no rest 
 

This community of so many beautiful people asks God in heaven to give us a life in justice. 

 

They exploit us, they erase us from history 

They kill us, therefore we exist 

We resist, we liberate our lives and lands, and therefore we reinvent our existence 

 

Hence, what lessons can we derive from these stories? In chapter 3 I discuss the lessons of this case 

to develop a research agenda from  an Afrodiasporic Decolonial critique of Forced Migration. 
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CHAPTER 3 

DESTIERRO AND DIASPORA AS CATEGORIES OF HISTORICAL ANALYSIS, 

SOCIAL MOBILIZATION, AND REPARATION 

 

 

 Introduction 

 

 

To what extend can the concept of forced migration capture, and comprehend the previous stories? 

How can we conceptualize Destierro/Deracination and Diaspora as categories of analysis, social 

mobilization, and reparation to overcome the limitations of the forced migration framework? What do 

we need this for? 

In this chapter I deploy the theoretical, and historical grounds in which my concepts and working 

hypothesis have been shaped. At the end of chapter 1 I stated that Territories are socio-geo-

historical formations that must be understood within the context in which they are conceived, 

produced, lived, re-produced, and unproduced. So are the experiences of land dispossession. The 

notions used to theorize this processes must consider local meanings of land and territory. If we 

are to comprehend more fully the stories of the families presented in chapter 2, we must also 

know the history of their territories, the competing logics behind their land struggles, and their 

legacies.   

 

The lives and struggles to survive of each of these families are shaped by the legacies of slavery, 

and the colonial foundation of the power, which reconfigure in every historical period to 

dispossess the population that resides in the land they have worked, fought, and produced. This 

means a history of a racialized and gendered labor exploitation.  
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This require us then  to unpack the colonial, modern, racial, sexual, patriarchal, and capitalist 

historical forces that shape the process of land dispossession of the community of Bellavista, and 

communities in the Atrato River.  In the narratives previously presented there are two major 

issues I would like to emphasize: the competing logics of the meaning of the land- for capitalist 

exploitation vs. as an integral part of the community life-, and the multiple actors and processes 

of the current armed conflict in Colombia. We saw how the interviewees attributed responsibility 

to one armed group or the other, but this is a phenomenon that goes beyond this depictio n. 

 

  In this chapter I develop the argument that historical analysis as an analytic to 

unthink/deconstruct the notion and field of Forced Migration implies that scholars will have to 

historicize processes of territorialization, land tenure, and land acquisition to comprehend what 

the violent uprooting of a population means in the long dureé of the life of the population studied 

or labeled under a certain category. That is, I would argue that to make a more encompassing 

claim about the importance of historicizing land dispossession, ‗race‘, racism, patriarchy, labor 

exploitation, and region making are as central as conflict, development projects, and disasters, 

which have been established as the main factors inducing forced migration.  

 

 The concepts of Destierro and Diaspora offer these analytics. To develop this argument this 

chapter has four parts. In the first, I introduce Destierro as Diaspora as concepts and methods; as 

categories of historical analysis,  social mobilization, and their power as legal categories for 

reparation. Second, I reflect on the stories of Chapter 2 to assess how resisting Destierro the 

community of Bellavista deny the displaced status. I discuss the major effects of this 

phenomenon. Third, I move towards the development of a research design building on these 
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analytics. I develop the three components of socio-historical analysis of my conception of 

Destierro: power, knowledge, and liberation. And the four dimensions underneath them: history 

and representation, memory, and mobilization. And conclude my attempt to demonstrate the 

limitations of the framework of forced migration developing the notion of world-historical emptied-

spaces. I propose a historiography on the forms of land acquisition, and land tenure in the Bajo 

Atrato Region as an strategy to comprehend the meaning of collectives territories, and the power of  

what these communities call ancestrality. I describe this conception of territory in comparison to a 

historical revision of how spaces in which Destierro occurs are constructed discursively. Building 

on Arturo Escobar notion of ‗Developmentaizable spaces‖ I describe how the same territories are 

portrayed as spaces for exploitation. Hence, I confront these two competing logics to conclude my 

narrative on how the context of place-based ethno-territorial social mobilization and violence in 

the territories of the state of Chocó enlighten alternative ways to comprehend experiences of 

‗forced displacement/migration‘, and new cycles of Diaspora of Afrodescendent and Indigenous 

populations in the world system. 

 

Destierro and Diaspora as Concepts and Methods 

 

How does each of them capture new realities? How do them capture new global realities or 

designate old phenomena in a new way? As stated in chapter 1 the concept of Diaspora, and 

Destierro allow us to capture historically and geographically specific processes of land 

dispossession from a world-historical decolonial perspective. In this sense I propose the concept 

of Destierro as a category to articulate how local conceptions or territory are constructed 

historically, and the impact of being dispossessed from it, and connect it to similar experiences in 

the world system through the rationales of the concept of Diaspora.  Applying a „D-T-D2‘ cycle -

Diaspora-Territorialization-Destierro/Diaspora- these two notions surface as significant 
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analytical tools to comprehend: first, a history of territorial settlement as all human beings; 

second, a experience of Destierro/Deracination/Uprooting; third, a process of dispersion, an a 

condition of dislocation; four, a politicization of the condition of Diaspora  as a project of 

affinity, and the re-start to the cycle through the creation of new territorial settlements; new 

experiences of Destierro/Deracination/Uprooting, and so forth.  

As proposed by  A. Lao-Montes  the African Diaspora is a multicentered historical field framed by a 

world-historical process of domination, exploitation, resistance and emancipation. I argue that 

processes of Destierro are an integral part of the axis framing this field. Building of S. Arboleda‘s 

conception, and developing it I will propose the concept of Destierro as a category of historical 

analysis, as a method, an as the foundation to generate the main claims that structure Diaspora as 

a project of affinity (Lao-Montes; 2007:310). 

In this vein the concept of Destierro subsumes the following: 

 Destierro as one of the foundations of the a contemporary moment of the Afrodescendent, 

Indigenous, Mestizo Diasporas; the historical formations of the relations of domination based on 

the marginalization/isolation of the other(s).  

 The historical process by which racial, sexual, class, gender, and spatial categories condense to 

produce a marginalized other. This  naturalizes the condition of who deserves to live and who 

deserves to die; as   a process of allocation of ―targets‖ in cultures, bodies and territories.  

 Destierro  it can be conceived a as a social relation of domination, as a mechanism, as well as a 

complex of social relationships that are the foundations of historical institutions trans-

historically, and trans- locally founding and maintaining imperial formations, and modern nation-

states.  
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 Destierro as violence is constitutive of the modernity/coloniality. It is a foundational political 

epistemic category constitutive of the diasporas, exiles, holocausts, ethnic cleansing, and 

genocide different societies have known thorough their histories.  

Resisting Destierro Denying the Displaced Status 

 

Thus viewed, I set the rationales for an analytical framework to study  

processes of Destierro and Diaspora reflecting on the unanswered questions of the current 

literature of forced displacement and forced migration(Chapter 1)  and  the  lessons  learned  

from  the  experience  of  Bellavista(Chapter 2). The basic epistemological assumption of this 

framework is rooted in the significance of locating an act of violence, such as the one occurred 

in Bellavista, in a larger and longer conceptual, and socio-historical formation, in a broader 

spatial configuration, and in a more complex structure of social systems. 

Put differently, with this framework I attempt to historicize Destierro by conceptualizing and 

politic izing these experiences as one of the foundations of the Afrocolombian Diaspora. 

Hence, I propose to place Destierro in the timespace realities in which it occurs. In so doing, it 

requires us to cons ider mult ip le social, geographical and historical dimensions. It means, to 

disentangle the spatial, racial, gender, and class logics of Destierro: how it impacts women, 

afrodescendent and indigenous populations; the local, the regional, the national, and the global 

context in which the history of this community has been developed; the impact of racism, 

sexism, patriarchy, and imperialism.  

 

The narratives of massacre of Bellavista raise challenging questions. The history of the state of 

Chocó has been marked by the systematic killing of its population and the appropriation of the 
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land and natural resources. Therefore, a sociohistorical account to the massacre of Bellavista 

can‘t overlook that history. Describing the collective actions undertaken by the inhabitants of the 

community of  Bellavista-Bojayá has a particular importance:  a) in this community took place  

one of the most tragic massacres of the beginning of the XXI century in the Americas; b) the 

output of this event forced all its residents to acquire the status of ―displaced‖ people; c) after the 

staying in Quibdó60 of  most of the population, for about four months, Bellavista is one of the 

few communities that have had a satisfactory return to their land; and d) five years after their 

return, the project of resettlement of this population ended in  the construction of the New 

Bellavista61. This event has radically transformed the life of this community, its everyday use of 

the territory and the distribution of the population in the space.     

 

In the case of the massacre of Bellavista we can see how processes of Destierro imply profound 

changes in the societies that suffer it. Like disappearance/decrease of the population, the 

destruction of communities, as well as the relationships built with their territories.  The effec ts of 

the Destierro may become irreversible and irreparable in the subjective, in the cultural, 

economical and political. These changes could be seen in the negative transformation of the 

territorial configuration of rural communities.  

 

  On the other hand, living through Destierro strengthens the social mobilization of the 

Afrocolombian, and Indigenous populations. Hence, considering that the territory is an element 

that has been built, fought and politicized, the problem of Destierro involves a deteriorat ion of 

the social condition of the subjects that are abruptly removed from their territories. This 
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 The capital city of the state of Chocó 
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 Named d isrespectfully by the president ―a city on the jungle‖ 
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description of the experience of Bellavista allows us to see some of the features of this 

phenomenon, and the role of women in the creation of strategies to survive the act of violence 

and to rebuild the community.   

 

Now, how could we move the lessons of this case forward?  How could we move from 

discussing the impact on Destierro on the bodies, in the communities, and territories to  

understand for example the role of Destierro in nation-state, and empire building? What is the 

analytical scope of  Destierro as a category of historical analysis? Some answers to these 

questions lie in an area that while it has been widely studied, systematic historical analysis has 

been limited: the historiography of land acquisition, and territory making. I outline this question 

in the following two sections. 

 

 The importance of this discussion is that it is imperative to answer the question of why the land 

in which Bellavista is located today has been systematically disputed in the course of the last 

four centuries. As I displayed in Table 1 of Chapter 1, underneath contemporary Old and New 

Bellavista, and Vigía del Fuerte runs the blood of the Indigenous Kuna disseminated in the 

sixteenth century, and of the Africans, Afrodescendents, diverse contemporary Indigenous 

communities, Chilapos, and Mestizos systematically disappeared, assassinated, uprooted, and 

desterrados  in the subsequent centuries up until today. It is not only the same geographic space, 

but also the same racialized population, with its reconfigurations, and the same/reconfigured 

discourses of marginalization. In such case, the analytical framework of forced migration proves 

not only limited but ineffective to make justice, and repair these populations.  
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Developing an Analytics and a Method to Study the Question of Destierro in Colombia  

 

In the global imaginary, the region of Chocó, in the Northwest of Colombia, has long been 

synonymous with poverty, backwardness, remote isolation, and ignorance62. Nonetheless the 

region has been embedded in global historical conjunctures of capitalist accumulation. The 

region has been a significant locale for the development of the feudal and capitalist economies of 

Spain, and the United States since the XVI century (Collins; 1874) (Archer; 1937) (West; 1957) 

(Sharp; 1975) (Gonzalez; 1997). The legacies of colonialism remain profoundly on the economic 

and social condition of the region. The inhabitants of this state have served as slaves, in the 

Colombian colonial era, and after the period of independence, and emancipation became servants 

in the upper class houses of the country. These two roles have been maintained in the history of 

Colombia through two further centuries, in which both Indigenous and Afrodescendants have 

been the targets of development policies and recently the victims of forced displacement.   

 

I use the concept world-historical emptied-space as a working analytical tool of world historical 

analysis to comprehend how the configuration of territories where conquest, exploitation, 

violence, destierro, politics for development, and contestation for liberation coexist covered by 

the mantle of the narratives of underdevelopment, marginality, and barbarity. Re gions such as 

the Chocó, which have been represented economically as poor, racially as Black and Indigenous, 

along the gender lines as ‗virgin‘ territories, politically, socially and culturally as ‗backward‘. I 

                                                                 
62

 See Annex map No 1.  
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am conceptualizing world-historical-emptied-spaces as the cradles of the coloniality of power 

(Quijano 2000) 63.   

My concern with colonial and contemporary narratives of the region is in part methodological 

and in part pragmatic. I argue that there is a need to challenge a diverse range of structural, 

institutional, and everyday representations deeply rooted in political, academic, and popular 

discourses, which are preventing us from studying systematically populations that have been 

invented and preserved to be perpetually exploitable. Studying the context of place-based ethno-

territorial social mobilization and violence in the territories of the state of Chocó will enlighten 

alternative ways to comprehend experiences of destierro, and new cycles of Diaspora of 

Afrodescendent and Indigenous populations in the world system because it shares world-

historical processes of domination, exploitation, resistance, and emancipation of nations such as 

Sudan, Iraq, The Democratic Republic of the Congo, Somalia, and Pakistan, which happen to be 

the six largest countries with the highest rates of ‗internally displaced populations‘.  

How do these world-historical emptied-spaces and the subjects of violence form? 

 

 

Anthropologist Veena Das  argues that there are three  components on the formation of the 

subject of violence: a) Discursive formations that make women victims of violence; b) the 

experience of becoming a subject, linked to the experience of subjugation; c) Women‘s own 

formation of their subject positions (2001;205). Building on this rational I argue that two 

historicize land dispossession, with the aim of reparation we need, to  describe two opposing 

logics in the conception of the land that are at play in the case of Bellavista.  

                                                                 
63

 The concepts of coloniality and the coloniality of power were coined by Anibal Quijano. See Quijano (1989, 

1991, 1998, 2000a, 2000b). I am using it as a tool to comprehend the world-historical patterning of power in the 

longue dureé of historical capitalis m; as a specific attribute of the modern regimes of power.  
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Describing these conceptions gets us to the center of how these spaces have been created as 

spaces of exploitation, and as spaces of liberation: 

Allow me to compare two excerpts to develop this statement: 

The members of the Community Council COCOMACIA say 

Defending the land we defend our life, it is not our whim, our ancestors have already done it. 

If today we are divided, and all dispersed, tomorrow whoever will come and will displace us 
all. Among us there is the war which is the greatest enemy that threatens our land 
"(COCOMACIA, 2006)64 

 

 An illegal mine owner precedent from Antioquia portrays the ownership of the lands in the state 

on Chocó in the following manner: 

‗All this- land-at the beginning is nobodies land, but when people come and enter this region, 
and find gold immediately there is a display of plenty of owners ... they appear all off a 

sudden, and one without knowing they were owners ... one comes here because everybody 
does it; entering, exploring to see what can one find, and once people come to know that 
there is gold they start claiming they are the ‗owners‘. Owners in quotation mark because 

they don‘t have ownership titles. 65 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 
64

 ―Defendiendo el territorio, defendemos nuestra vida, no es capricho de nosotros, los ancestors ya lo hacian, pero si hoy 

nos dividimos, y todos nos dispersamos, mañana llega cualquiera y todos nos desplazamos. Es que también tenemos entre 

nosotros la Guerra que es el enemigo más grande que amenaza nuestra tierra ” (COCOMACIA, 2006) 

65
 Jorge Martinez, Administrador Mina- Comunida vilanueva-Municipio Lloró-Chocó- Documental Chocó-La quimera del 

Oro/Colombia. Rutas de la Solidaridad, documental- Igor Olateta. ― Todo esto-la tierra- en un principio no tiene dueño 

pero cuando la gente viene y entra a esta región cualquier persona encuentra un poquito de Oro inmediatamente aparecen 

infinidad de dueños…aparecen de un momento a otro sin saber que eras dueños…porque uno se entra aquí porque todo el 

mundo lo hace. Entrando, exp lorando a ver que se consigue y ya cuando se llega a saber que existe oro aparecen los 

dueños. Entre comillas dueños porque no hay títulos.‖   
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Disputing land ownership:  Violent land appropriation for Capitalist accumulation vs. 

ancestral claims of right to own the territories of the Colombian Pacific  

 

 This year the afrocolombian community celebrates 158 years of the abolition of slavery in 

Colombia, and 15 years of the Ley 70/ 93 or Ley the comunidades negras (Law 70 of 1993 or 

Law of black communities). This piece of law legalizes the right that Afrocolombian 

communities have owned the land they have worked since the colonial period, in which they 

fought to gain their freedom and have lived freely for the last two hundred years proximately66.  

Several articles and books have been published to recognize the political gains that this law 

represents or to criticize its limitations, as well as to describe the role that it has in the current 

acts of violence and processes of Destierro (deracination) that these communities are living. It 

means that,  in addition to the killings, kidnappings, and disappearance, the afrodescendent 

communities of the Colombian Pacific are been victims of a violent process of land 

appropriation, in which they have all the chances to loss the debate of who owns the land that is 

been disputed. As stated by the mine owner the state of Chocó is conceived by many as an open 

‗virgin‘ land waiting to be ‗explored and exploited‘. But where that idea came from? How was it 

established, and how has it been used to legitimize Destierro? 

 In 2009 five cases (at least) had called the attention of the afrodescendent movements: The 

Cerro Careperro, Suarez, Jiguamiandó, Curvaradó, Belén de Bajirá, and Bellavista 67. After 

centuries of portraying the state of Chocó68 as dark, isolated, extremely difficult to ‗penetrate‘, 

mysterious, etc. out of nowhere several agents of the current Colombian government, foreign oil 

companies, NGOs, among others are claiming the land where these communities are located as 
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 See Map No 5  Ethnics territories.  
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 See Map. No 2  Municipality of Bojayá  
68

 See Map No 1 State of Chocó in America  
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theirs. Those agents have arrived to these communities with the ‗proper‘ documentation, and the 

highly legitimized developmentalist narrative to claim these lands.  

Then, a set of question arises, how do people fight back this neo-colonization and demand 

respect for their property and autonomy, even in the cases in which they do not have ―the 

‗proper‘ documentation‖ but have live there for generations? The first step I aim to follow to 

comprehend this question is to identify what do we know about it?, what is the state-of-art of the 

initiating practices of land acquisition and territory-making? How do these territories came to 

be?, How do people started claiming and acquitting  the land in the case of the Chocó and 

making them into their territories?   

Answering these questions will display my last set of evidence to assess the limitation of the 

analytical framework of forced migration to comprehend this case, and societies with similar 

histories, and characteristics.  

Historicizing Destierro: Land Acquisition and Territory-Making in the Atrato River 

 

 

How can one describe the historical formation of the notion of “collective territory” claimed by 

afrodescendent and indigenous communities of the Colombian Pacific?  How does this historical 

description open a space for alternative epistemologies of dislocation? To start answering these 

questions, in this section I introduce a preliminary collection o f notes towards the construction of 

a state-of-the-art of the historiography of the initiating practices of land acquisition and territory-

making in the period 1810-2000. My aim is not to make a substantive review but to concentrate 

in the practices of land acquisition and territory making that substantiate the use of the concepts 

of Destierro and Diaspora. I will develop the model I proposed in Chapter 1. The development of 
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the  ‗D-T-D2‘ cycle through the colonial, emancipation, independence, and post-emancipation 

periods.  

Most of the references that I found locate the period 1750-1850 as central to understand the 

processes of establishment of mines in Colombia. The population enslaved to do the mining was 

organized in slave gangs- cuadrillas de esclavos-. The process of emancipation of slavery  and 

the subsequent settlement of the new freed population sets the beginning of the formation of the 

territories of the contemporary Afro-Pacific. A second major historical stage is located after the 

liberation of the enslaved population in 1851 until 1930 when they were forced to move to the 

Pacific coast to establish new communities. Finally, a third historical stage could be located from 

1930-to today.  I argue that looking at the major ideas and practices related to the making of 

territories, and the major descriptions of how these processes were drawn during these periods 

are central to move forward a critical debate about contemporary dispute over land ownership, 

and the ongoing violent land dispossession.  

 

Historians such as Sergio Mosquera, William Sharp, Orian Jimenez, William Villa, and Robert 

West, architects such as Jacques Aprile-Gniset, and Gilma Mosquera offer us the major accounts 

to this topic. In the light of the empirical evidence found in the literature revised, I distinguish 

two major lines of analysis. First, the patterns of land acquisition, in which the main units of 

analysis are the trajectories of socio-spatial formations, land uses, and land rights. Second, the 

patterns of territory making, in which the main ideas, memories, meanings and beliefs of these 

communities are considered in the description of the formation of territories and territorialities in 

the Colombian Pacific.  
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Antecedents on the trajectories of territorial settlement and the patterns of land acquisition 

and main lines of inquiry  

 

In this section I confront the trajectories of territorial settlement by maroon Afrodescendent 

communities, and Indigenous communities that resisted the colonial dissemination, with the 

discursive construction of these spaces as spaces for capitalist explo itation.  

World-Historical-emptied-spaces: Thinking about the bases of contemporary processes of 

Destierro deracination in the department of Chocó-Colombia 

 

Spaces for exploitation: A comment on 16th-18th century`s reports about the Chocó   

 

The literature produced to describe the history of the department of Chocó links it to the Spanish 

Empire building. Its place in this history is principally as a dissocialized space for extracting 

gold. In  W. Sharp`s account   

 

― (t)he Chocó is located in the northwest corner of Colombia, and borders Panama, The 
Caribbean, and the Atlantic Ocean on the north and west. The region is hot and humid, and 
heavy rainfall produces a thick tropical vegetation and countless streams and rivers. The 

Chocó also contains a highly desired mineral-gold. For a century-and-a-quarter during the 
colonial period-1680-1810- the Chocó became an important source of gold for the Spanish 

Empire‖ (Sharp  469).  

Evidence between the sixteenth and nineteenth century indicates that ‗explorers‘, Spaniard 

Officials, map readers, miners, and priests, interpreted the Chocó as an area open for exploration 

an colonialization. It is a constant in the documentation from this period to describe in detail the 

conditions of the environment, the weather, and the amount of resources available for 

exploration without mentioning the condition of the population, the organization and life of the 

communities, which were established in the territory. In the colonial reports the negation of the 

indigenous and Africans` humanity and its consideration as a commodity placed them within the 

list of properties of the miners. The mapping of the region of this centuries looks like the 
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following figure where it seems that all that can be found in the region are mines for exploitation 

and territories for expansion.  

The Description of the province of Zitara and course of the Atrato River is one of the most 

important reports of the explorers of the Province of Zitara and the course of the Atrato River in 

the state of Chocó.  It constitutes the main source of inquiry of the seventeenth, and eighteenth 

centuries about this territory. I found it useful to mark the main historical stages regarding the 

initiating practices of land distribution, land acquisition and territory-making. 

Its introduction starts with the attempts of colonialization and the relation between indigenous 

and Spaniards in the colonial period. 

 
  It states that:  

 

― in the sixteenth century several well known attempts to secure the Chocó, including those 
by Pascual Andagoya, Captain Melchor Velásquez, set the pattern for hardship and 
failure.(…) All three expeditions ended in disaster as an estimated two-thirds of the soldiers 

who entered to Chocó with the fanatical captain died of hunger, disease or Indian attack (…) 
Despite the hardships and examples of failure and death, gold continued to draw adventurers. 

By the end of the seventeenth century solders, miners, priests and officials had conquered the 
Indians of the central Chocó. They did not defeat the Cuna Indians near the mouth of the 
Atrato River, but the Noanames and Chocoes, decimated by disease, tamed by friars, and 

herded into corregimientos by priests and soldiers, offered little resistance to future Spanish 
encroachment‖ (3)―Spaniards who entered to Chocó gave and contracted smallpox and were 

particularly susceptible to many tropical fevers. Because seventeenth-and-eighteenth century 
accounts describe the Chocó simply as fever-ridden (…) (4).  

 

This suggests three dimensions that seem central to my reading of the significance of this 

description. First, the way in which the label of ‗empty territories‘ serve the purposes of empire 

building and how Spanish Officials used it to legitimized killing of the native population and the 

proposal of projects to expand the domain of the empire. This initial moment is what the Spanish 

Officials called exploration. Second, the complex structure of individuals and functions to make 

the process of exploitation/colonialization work. This is expressed in the sentence ―solders, 
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miners, priests and officials had conquered the Indians‖. Third, the role of space-making in the 

process of exploitation and the use of violence. This is expressed in the sentences ‗indigenous 

disseminated‘ ‗offered little resistance to future Spanish encroachment‘. Thus enunciated, the 

opposition made by the inhabitants is constructed as a savage act that has to be controlled while 

the territory is violently taken, and exploited.   

 

These processes mark the initiating practices of land acquisition, while plating the basics of the 

historical and geographical representation of these territories.  Thus, even though this region was 

central to the economical development of the Spanish Empire it remained marginalized, isolated 

and silenced. In this context, Boyd-Bowman & Sharp write 

 
 ―once miners actually began exploiting the placer mines in the Chocó early in the eighteenth 

century, some lucky individuals reaped great fortunes. I have calculated elsewhere, using 
quinto records and estimates of contraband trade, that the total amount of gold extracted from 

the Chocó during the period 1680-1810 was worth approximately $ 83.313.00 silver pesos. 
This figure while impressive even today (…). On today`s gold market the 416,565 pounds of 
gold mined in the Chocó would be worth approximately (…) $ 4.332.276.000 dollars (4)‖ 

 
The violent and bloody penetration into the Chocó, the exploitation of its territories, and the 

establishment of the mines brought a threat to the agents of the empire, the illegally exchange of 

gold. The description about how the Spanish Crown tried to prevent the contraband trade with 

the Dutch merchants brings an important category to this mapping on the constitution of these 

territories, and the narratives that accompany this geopolitical construction, which in part 

justifies the contemporary deracination of its inhabitants.  

 
Thus, Boyd-Bowman & Sharp say ― (u)nable to guarantee the loyalty of officials in this isolated 

gold producing region, Crown authorities sought instead to make illegal shipments to and from 
the providence easy to detect.‖ (6) ―Although the vigias did not prevent contraband trade, they 

did prevent the legal passage of merchandise, observers, and passengers into de Chocó by way of 
the river highways. (…) The Chocó was cut off from outside by geographical barriers and Crown 
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regulations (…). Isolation, wealth and mystery continued as the prevailing view in the Chocó‖ 
(7)69 

 
This ‗mixed‘ view of isolation, wealth, and mystery not only impacted the economic process of 

extraction during the XVIII-century, and the relation constructed between the cores of the 

Empire and its peripheries, but also the foundation of the construction of a region, its culture, and 

history, as we know it in the modern times.  

The Boyd-Bowman & Sharp`s report continues: 

 
― (t)he aura of mystery and wealth sustained interest in the Chocó. Although few actually 

visited the region official reports(…) continually mentioned the Chocó‘s wealth, both real and 
imagined, and isolation. But because of the Crown restrictions regarding travel on the Atrato 
during most of the eighteenth century, maps drawn during this century tended to involve either 

the central mining region or the Darien/Panama area. Maps could not be completed of a region 
where it was illegal to travel by either visitors or residents without granted special Crown 

permission. In fact, many smugglers traversed the Atrato River to its mouth but maps and 
descriptions of their travels could not be committed to anything but memory. Official and 
family archives remained empty‖ (7).  

 
 

Furthermore, they point out   
 

 ―  (i)t is ironic that during the eighteenth century , the century of tremendous mining and 

agricultural expansion, isolation and crown regulations prevented good descriptions and maps 
of the Atrato region‖ (8) 

 

At the end of the colonial period and the beginning of the republican era the representation of the 

mysterious/silent region was consolidated and the marginality/ignorance of its population was an 

unquestioned truth, which supported the compartmentalization of the new independent country 

after 1810.  This is why M. Taussig argues ―the state`s biggest need is to control massive 

populations that it does through the ‗cultural elaboration of fear‖. Thus, silence becomes the 

biggest producer of fear. As a result, in the reports from the republican period up to the 1900s the 

description of the inhabitants of the territory and their lives is covered with the colonial 
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narratives of marginality and non-humanity. This last idea is a challenge that students of the 

territorial construction and the processes of Destierro will have to face and develop strategies, 

and research agendas to overcome it.  

These elements bring us to three fundamental aspects that have influenced the production of 

knowledge of this region: a) the writing of its history; b) the sources been used; c), the final 

stories been integrated as ‗official‘ history.  First, on the writing of the history of the state of 

Chocó, the critiques that have been raised regarding the impact that the ―prevention of good 

descriptions and maps of the region of Chocó‖ has on the historical process of writing its history 

there is an unanswered question, then How has it helped to create and maintain the 

representations of backwardness, isolation, and marginality of this region?.   

Second, on the matter of the sources, as this report indicates most of the available sources where 

written to serve the requests of the Spanish Empire. When this is the case the ‗other‘ versions of 

the same stories remain silenced or tergiversated.  

On the trajectories of territorial settlement and the patterns of land acquisition 

 

To historicize the trajectories of territorial settlement and the main patterns of land acquisition, J. 

Aprile (2004) proposes that describing the past of the Pacific region illuminates in a more 

comprehensive way the socio-spatial configuration of its territories. The author introduces 

essential periods for the comprehension of the process of settlement. He has divided it in three 

‗forms‘: a) the aboriginal socio-spacial formations; b) the socio-spatial slave training and mining; 

and c) the socio-spatial formation of agricultural colonization (275). Accordingly, he introduces 

a description of the multiple processes that led to the configuration of the modern socio-

territorial organization. 
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He suggests that the main features of this process are: a) a socio-spatial formation of an  

agriculture-based colonization socio b) an endogenous colonization c) a popular colonization of 

the  jungle. Building in these previous descriptions J.  and Sotomayor, L. Valderrama(1995)  

illustrate the process of the settlement of the communities of the Atrato River. They state:  

“the process of settlement is given by the flight and slave uprising, but this process is 
accentuated in the mid eighteenth century, a period during which arose black villages of 
enslaved runaways or fugitives, who continued working as independent gold washers, and  to 

whom the jungle became an impenetrable refuge. The first villages founded by blacks in the 
Atrato River were Ichó, Neguá, Beberá,and Bebaramá that have served as a fulcrum to 

reproduce forms of social organization based on the extended househo ld. It is from these 
places that come to the Medio Atrato the first black communities to found settlements such as  
Buchadó in 1842 and La Boba in 1882 that  come to be the oldest settlements in the 

municipality of Bojayá. Prior to the emergence of these towns, the Spanish had set up 
checkpoints and traffic of slaves. This is the case of Vigia del Fuerte founded in the late 

eighteenth century. One could say that the first wave of settlement takes place along the rivers 
that descend from the western slopes of the Cordillera Occidental‖ 

 

 A second epoch is identified after 1850, mainly driven by the abolition of slavery. The authors 

argue: 

 

― In this period, the black communities expand their economic alternatives to the 

exploitation of rubber, tagua, radicle and animal skins. During this period the state is 
concerned to establish a presence in the territory leading to the villages during the 
administration of justice, and religious education, creating new villages and prompting the 

growth of existing ones. In this period is defined the structure of the settlements and the 
territorial distribution of these as a line along the rivers, a pattern that still exists. In the late 

nineteenth and early twentieth century with the territorial expansion of the black 
communities is completed the extraction cycle of the raicilla, the tagua, and caucho , and it 
is the beginning of the process of the strengthening of the occupation of the Medio Atrato. 

In this moment is founded Opogodó (1,936). In this stage the mobility of black communities 
is intensified and new processes of the production land are incorporated. The most recent 

period is identified by the appearance of towns that are considered the extensions of older 
communities. This process looks for an appropriation of natural resources for subsistence by 
fewer people compared to the village core. Upon the occupation of the Spanish in what is 

now the municipality of Bojaya used to lived  the Cuna Indian community, which also 
covered the Bajo Atrato. (Jimeno, M.1995).70 
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In addition, the authors introduce the question of resistance as an important component of these 

processes. They say,    

―the first period of colonization pressure by the Spanish led to the depletion of the indigenous 
population in the seventeenth century. Thus, the Spanish divided the territory into Indian 
provinces. Several groups were forced to work in the mines of the tributaries of the Atrato and 

San Juan rivers. However, in the middle of the century, there were indigenous rebellions that 
swept the colonial towns and mining centers, culminating in the massive displacement to 

remote lands especially in the headwaters of rivers and coasts of the Pacific Ocean. 
Throughout the centuries of Spanish presence there were numerous indigenous movements 
forcing them to relocate, merge or driving them to extinction. It should be mentioned that 

cultural changes in indigenous social groups have been as a result of a historical process by 
the formation of clusters, loss of control over territory and evangelism. During this process  

the transformation of their production systems takes place by introducing livestock and in 
general to join the social systems of Spanish and black communities. The creation of the 
Municipality of Bojayá comprises relatively recent settlements; the oldest is La Boa created in 

1883, and Bellavista the municipal seat that was established in 1946. However, the creation of 
the municipality as a territorial entity was given with Ordinance No. 13 of 12 December 1960. 

"71 

 

These descriptions are an extraordinary finding to flesh out my argument of the historical 

formation and repetition of these processes of Destierro. The Cuna Indian Community was 

disseminated by Spanish explorers in their journey to find gold in the region. Today the 

Afrodescendent and Indigenous communities living in these territories are being both 

deracinated and exterminated for those interested in drug dealing, transportation of weapons, 

and plantation of oil palm.  
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On the Forms of Land tenure 

 

Robert West (1957) asserts that:   
 
―The majority of the inhabitants of the Pacific lowlands are not only subsistence farmers. 

They are squatters as well, just as their great-grandfathers were after the abolition of slavery. 
Today probably not one farmer in a hundred holds legal title to the land he occupies o 

cultivates, nor does he pays rent. Much of the Pacific lowland of Colombia is a national 
domain ( terrenos baldíos nacionales), which may be claimed by any person who (1) cultivates 
or otherwise uses an area amounting to at least a third of this claimant (2) files the requisite 

paper with the government ad pays certain small fees. (…) Some lands are owned or leased by 
mining concerns; others are held legally by individuals in the interior who have little interest 

in their development. (…) In the long-occupied mining districts levee, terrace and hill lands 
near the main settlements are considered to be privately owned by families of the community, 
each having its written title (titulo de familia) to certain plots‖ (153-155) 

 
 

Furthemore, J. Aprile (2004) affirms that the main forms of land tenure is the expropiación de 

facto de los propietarios ausentes  - the expropriation of the absent owners-  by cultivating it and 

cleaning it constantly. The properties obtained are then passed on to the new generations of the 

family.  G. Mosquera reinforces the idea of this vecindarios parentales –communities of 

families- as a form of land tenure. She describes the main dimensions of the terreno patrimonial  

- inherited territory- by listing the principal features that have identified the residential space.  

She states that the system of villages that developed out of this form of land appropriation 

configured a historical process of settlement on the land that the enslaved population had 

worked, and that was previously occupied by the aborigines. The maroon, and freed populations 

of African descent occupied the riversides, cleaned, worked, and created communities in the land 

as dispersed productive unities (293) 

On the forms of land acquisition and State formation 

 
The multiple patterns of land use and land acquisition that have been presented are influenced by 

formally established laws. The end of the colonial state brought intense conflicts over land 
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ownership that marked and oriented the course that these patterns took.  To explore this question 

and integrate it into the study of slavery and the question of  land S. Mosquera argues that is 

frequent in the studies of slavery to leave outside the legislative aspect of it. In this sense he 

presents a set of archival documents in which the rights of possession, ownership and property of 

both enslaved and lands are explained.  

He introduces the legislative aspects of colonialization in Colombia to explore the importance of 

the social classification of the population that coming out from slavery goes onto the narrative of 

the building of the nation. He describes the enslaved as an object of right, the modernization of 

the Spanish empire, the set of laws that made the abolition of slavery possible, to end up 

explaining the main gendered discourses that de-constructed the colonial state and built La 

República.  

In that sense, he introduces the constitutional changes and major global historical events of the 

period under revision in this paper. Thus, between 1815 and 1853 these processes of land 

acquisition are going to be cut across by:   

“ el Congreso de Viena de 1815 y la Real cédula de 1817 sobre la prohibición de la trata 
negrera de los dominios españoles, la ley de 28 de mayo de 1821 sobre la libertad de partos, la 

Constitución de la república de Colombia del 30 de Agosto de 1821, la Constitución de la 
república de Colombia del 29 de Abril de 1830, la Constitución del Estado de la Nueva Granada 
del 29 de febrero de 1832, la reglamentación de la ley de partos en la Ley 29 de Mayo de 1842, 

la Constitución política de la república de la Nueva Granada del 20 de abril de 1843, el 
desmonte del Estado colonial con la ley de abolición de la esclavitud del 21 de mayo de 1851 y 

la Constitución política de la Nueva Granada del 20 de mayo de 1853‖  

 Just to mention some of the major political changes in the nation.  With the ‗end‘ of the colonial 

state these constitutional changes were followed by policies of ―recolonialization‖ or, let‘s say, 

law prescriptions to keep the domination in these territories. The major pieces of law were : 

Resolución de 22 de Noviembre de 1888 sobre concesión de tierras baldías a los denunciantes 
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de minas, Resolución sobre tierras baldías, 28 de Julio de 1894 sobre preferencias entre dos 

denunciantes,  among others until 1905 covered in this book72. 

 

Following Le Grand (1988), there are two major epochs that should also be mentioned. It is 

important to tie to the processes of land acquisition, which were taken place in the nascent state 

of Chocó that in the period between 1827-1873  the legislation was designated to ease the fiscal 

crisis in Colombia-costs of independence- and to strengthen the land titles of the big landowners. 

Besides, this is important to recognize how in the period between 1874-1930 was recognized the 

importance of the Economy of the border when this region acquires a central p lace. Then, the 

Laws 61, 1874 and 48 of 1882 established that the land should belong to those who cultivate the 

lands granted the title through free grants, in the cases in which they have worked the land 

occupied for a period of at least 5 years. Additionally the high transaction costs of certification 

and local political strength of the landlords prevented the formalization of property rights of 

farmers. This  suggests an important explanation to comprehend the inequalities born in these 

conditions. 

In addition, Webster F, Mcbryde‘ piece (1969) building from the description of  Human Ecology 

of   Chocó  argues that 

 ―land tenure, in new and recent zones, involves a variety of serious problems. Spontaneous 

settlements result in   de facto occupation of land without legal title, which in turn gives rise to 
dispossession and litigation. The farming population  may be divided   into two main 

demographic groups:  the  libres, who are little attached to the land, and the cholos,  who have a 
close attachement with the land. Neither group is protected by legal title. The presence of these 
squatters creates some of the most serious. The Colombian Agrarian Reform Institute (INCORA) 

is gradually helping farmers to obtain titles‖ (434) 
 

                                                                 
72

MINISTERIO DE OBRAS PÚBLICAS Y FOMENTO. Recopilación de las  leyes y disposiciones vigentes sobre 

tierras baldías. Bogotá. 1907 
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In Don Melchor de Barona y Betancourt y la esclavización en el Chocó S. Mosquera (2004) 

introduces the arrival of the national revolution to Chocó in 1813, where the providences of the 

time claimed their independence and constituted the town councils of Nóvita and Citará.  I argue 

that these political an economic environment had to mean something to the processes of land 

acquisition but it is not mention in the literature that is describing them. The diaries of the 

travelers indicate us evidence of this.  

 

Thus,  the author brings the question of the disarticulation of the economy of the Nueva Granada 

after 1810 and the systematic impoverishment of the rich, what it meant to the enslaved and 

runaways in their projects of liberation is an unexplored question. Thus we arrive to the end of 

this attempt.  

 

“Developmentizable” Spaces  

 

In the twentieth century, the emergence of contemporary forms of globalization, the advance of 

technology, the emergence of dependency discourses and the compartmentalization of the world 

according to their ‗degree of development‘ brings to the history of the Chocó what Arturo 

Escobar calls the invention of the Pacific as a ‗developmentizable entity‘, and places it as a Third 

World region within a Third World State, a periphery of the periphery .  

Arturo Escobar`s account states that  

 
― in 1983, the first Plan for the Integral Development of the Pacific coast stated its call for 

development in the following way: This vast region harbors enormous forests, fishing, and 
mining resources that are required immediately by the nation; the region constitutes and area of 
fundamental geopolitical interest for the country. Hence, the inevitability of a state policy 

capable of understanding and assuming the integral development of the  Pacific Littoral as a great 
national project. This project can no longer be postponed.‖ (156)  
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Subsequently, ―(w)ith PLADEICOP, the Pacific was constructed for the first time as a 

―developmentizable entity‖    Escobar(159).  

 

 In 1993 a project funded by the World Bank and the Inter-American Development Bank called 

―Plan Pacifico‖ also took place. At the same time the policy document entitled Agenda Pacifico 

XXI and the Proyecto Bio Pacifico where arranged as initiatives to preserve, develop and 

modernized the ‗biodiverse Pacific‘. This policy prescriptions where been made at the same time 

that the Law 70 of 1993 or  Black communities` Law  was been institutionalized. This law was 

the product of a constitutional change based on the mobilizations of indigenous and 

afrodescendents organizations both in the rural and urban areas. The Law 70 of 1993 gave to the 

afrodescendent communities the legal frame to legalize their territories, to structure ethno-

education, and an Afrocolombian Cathedra, as well as it states the autonomy of the communities 

to rule their lives in their territories.  

 

Spaces for deracination/Destierro 

 

Thus the spaces for deracination/ Destierro come to be. The establishment of the law and the 

beginning of the development projects inaugurated a new era of death, and constituted the spaces 

for deracination. In the Bajo Atrato region since 1996 to 2002 for every community council 

meeting structured to legalize a portion of the territory there was a massacre, a collective 

displacement, or a set of indiscriminate killings.  The massacre of Bellavista is just one of those 

examples.  
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World-Historical emptied-spaces full of historically marginalized people: Objects of 

exploitation, politics, and violence…Subjects of resistance and liberation.  

 

 

The role of Deracination/ Destierro in State building 

 

This massacre of 2002 in Bellavista took place in an important political and economical moment 

in Colombia. At this time, there was a debate in the Congress about the importance of this region 

to plant species of oil palm to make the economy of the country stronger, as well as the 

importance of the strategic location of Chocó, particularly the Atrato river to both legal and 

illegal economic activities, such as trade of drugs, arms, wood, medicinal plants, among others. 

Again the population of this region is erased, and the implementation of these projects is justified 

with the argument of the powerlessness of the population to administrate their richness.  

This description links Tilly`s account on the relationship between extraction, protection, state 

and war making to explain the role of violence in state building.  

He states that 

 ― power holders` pursuit of war involves them in the extraction of resources to fuel their 

efforts, and this in turn encourages them to organize the people in their sphere of control 
into better capital accumulation systems. This creates a cycle that is what led to the modern 

states of Europe. The states were not intentionally created, rather they were the inevitable 
result of this behavior‖ (172) 

―four things states do that are related to violence: war making, state making, protection, and 
extraction. All four of these depend on the state`s tendency to monopolize concentrated 
means of coercion, and each will reinforce the others‖ (Tilly,181)  

It is also imperative considering that  

―building a new state apparatus requires continued extractions of resources from the 
population. The new tax burden not only worsens old conflicts but also creates new ones, 

especially with peasants whose primary reason to join the independence movement was to 
free themselves from the burden of taxation.‖(Cohen et al. 903) 
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The spaces for Destierro/deracination are at the same time spaces of contestation and struggle for 

liberation. Studying them reveals how these spaces created as empty are actually full o f people, 

but a particular kind: marginalized people, with a  determined race, gender, class, and location 

that make them objects of the coloniality of power, objects of exploitation, politics, and violence, 

and at the same time subjects of resistance and liberation.  
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CONCLUSIONS 

 
 

In this thesis I craft an analytical framework to historicize processes of land dispossession base on the 

case study of the 2002 massacre of Bellavista-Bojayá-Chocó-Colombia. The deriving analytics of this 

study suggest a path to overcome the limitation of the prevailing intellectual, legal, and political 

framework of forced migration. This is an initiating attempt to demonstrate the need to unthink and 

deconstruct a conceptual framework that is limited, dubious, and narrow-minded. Such limitations are 

dangerous in the senses that they contribute to the legitimization of renovated discourses, and practices 

of domination, and dispossession. With this conception in mind I must recognize that there is still a lot 

more to be done.  

 In  the The Monolinguisim of the Other J. Derrida said   

― In order to demonstrate something it is first of all necessary to understand what one 
wants to demonstrate , what one means or wants to mean, what you dare claim to mean 
where for such a longs time, according to you, it will be necessary to think a thought that 

has no meaning‖ 73 p. 5 
 

In this vein, in this thesis I draft my preliminary understanding of what I want to demonstrate.  

In this thesis I draft a theoretical and methodological argument to assess the need to revise and 

deconstruct the concepts of ‗forced migration‘, and ‗forced displacement‘. Unthinking these 

notions offers at least three opportunities: a) to reinforce the claims of the communities, which 

have been deracinated from their ancestral lands by linking their history of land tenure, terr itory 

making, and land dispossession to world-historical conjunctures of local/regional/global cycles 

of capitalist exploitation; b) to enhance a nascent intellectual model to critically comprehend this 

                                                                 
73

 Derrida, Jacques, Pentrick Monsah . The Monolinguisim of the Other, or The  Prosthesis of origen. 
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phenomenon by assessing the importance of studying its long dureé; c) to contribute to the 

current Colombian debate on how to return the land to the deracinated (desterrad@s), and what 

could be the more effective laws to be proposed.  In this regard, this chapter combines a general 

review of the forced migration literature as a global field of research specifying the local trends 

the fied has taken in Colombia. This sets the stage for a conceptual and methodological debate 

on the epistemic and political value of history, geography, and complexity in the study of 

Afrocolombian Diasporas, as opposed to one dimension of this phenomenon: the forced 

displacement. The theoretical analysis presented on this chapter draws on over two decades of 

studies in the field of Forced Migration, and the literature on forced displacement. In addition, it 

is based on ethnographic field notes, interviews, daily life experiences, and historical research 

compiled since May of 2002, which will be presented on chapter 2. In chapter 3, I continue the 

conceptual discussion to propose the notions of Destierro, Diaspora, and Diasporic Deracination 

as categories of analysis, social mobilization, and reparation. Hence, I highlight the significance 

of re-writing the memories of Deracination (Destierro), and Diaspora to build more dignifying 

realities, and to transform marginalized voices into voices of dignity.    

Accordingly, the main contributions of this monograph are:  

1- Ethnographic Contributions 

- An critical ethnographic narrative of the massacre of May 2nd, 2002 voicing the 

experiences and demands of the survivors in the aftermath of the event.  

- A depiction of the strategies of resistance developed by the population of the community 

of   Bellavista, to survive, runaway, return and rebuild their community. 
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2- Conceptual Contributions 

-  An updated mapping of the major arguments explaining the phenomenon of forced 

displacement/migration, and emergent trends to go beyond this conceptual framework.  

- An Afrodiasporic Decolonial Critique of the epistemologies of Dislocation 

- The construction of a profile of the areas, which have been converted into centers of 

dispute in the state of Chocó, and integrated into the geopolitics of the conflict in 

Colombia. 

3- Geo-Historical Contributions  

- A detailed description of the socioeconomic, political and cultural context of the 

community of Bellavista 

- A historical narrative of the process of settlement of the population of Bellavista, its 

economy, regional society, and the forms of construction of territoriality in the village  

- A socio-historical analysis of the changes generated in the community, and the region of 

the Atrato River after the massacre of 2002                                                          

Along with this manuscript there are two more products of this research project: a) a collection 

of pictures, stories, and songs relating to several experiences of Destierro, not only in the 

community of Bellavista, but in the Bajo Atrato as a region, which I have compiled in the format 

of a book aiming to submit it for review. I am hoping someone would be interested in publishing 

the stories of the interviewees in their own words, with their own faces, and means of resistance; 

b) a  short video to broadcast the process of rebuilding this community, and their every day 

struggles to confront the violence that still hunts them. 
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I propose an analytical framework to study processes of Destierro and Diaspora reflecting on 

the unanswered questions of the current literature of forced displacement and forced 

migration. I highlight the importance of historizicing processes of land acquisition and territory 

making to comprehend contemporary process of Destiero/Deracination in Chocó-Colombia. I 

argue that what makes this phenomenon possible is a long history of a geopolitical construction 

of Chocó as a ―blank space.‖  

I outline how the representation of the territory as ―blank‖ or ―empty‖, and open for exploitation 

and colonialization, rather than as  a society with a different culture and history,  facilitates 

practices of genocide and deracination. I present some of the main dimensions of the process of 

‗marginalization‘ of this region by describing some of the colonial narratives that refer to it. I 

split the historical formation of these blank spaces up into three categories: the spaces of 

exploration, the ‗developmentizable‘ spaces, and spaces for deracination. I highlight the 

continuity of the images of isolation and marginality as foundations of state/empire building and 

deracination.  

Hence, I point out how these historical processes of territorial representation lie behind the 

contemporary deracination of the population of the department of Chocó. I describe how this 

production of blank space has taken place, and then I state how this logic is reflected in the 

contemporary deracination of the population of the department of Chocó.  In this way, I argue 

that  space-making mediates the relationship between historical transformations of territorial 

representations and the contemporary practice of deracination. Thus, space-making remains as a 

significant factor that explains the incidence of deracination not as a causal factor, but as a 

facilitating feature. 
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In so doing, I introduce a set of preliminary notes towards a historiography of  the initiating 

practices of land acquisition and territory-making in the state of Chocó between 1810-2010. I 

present some of the main dimensions of these processes in the state of Chocó. I also highlight the 

main silences, unexplored questions, and unexplained issues. I emphasize the continuity of the 

images of isolation and marginality within the narratives presented. It introduces the question of  

the production of knowledge and it challenges.  

Hence, I point out how there is still a lot of research that needs to be done epistemically, and 

politically to comprehend and challenge contemporary processes of Destierro. Regarding the 

academic to do‘s list I argue that:  

There are some issues on methodology and theory that need to be addressed. 

 

The use of time 

Following Braudel‘s critique on time the use of time to narrate the history of the world, I argue 

that there is a lack of systematicity in disintegrating time`s importance, its multiplicity, diversity, 

and complexity to understand the historical processes of this region and the nation. It is followed 

by a small consideration of the plural temporalities as a strategy to unify the diverse elements of 

human history that are embedded in these narratives.   

I found useful his notion of world time, to flesh out this point (Braudel 1980; 19).  This notion 

pretends to contemplate the history of those spaces (or TimeSpaces realities in Wallerstein‘s 

narrative) that the ―world history does not reach, zones of silence and undisturbed ignorance‖, 

the historical-emptied-spaces.  
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The use of the relation between time and space 

I also identified that the links between the configurations of space and time are not fully 

developed.  I believe that Wallerstein‘s notion of  TimeSpace reality is an useful move to 

strength these methodological issues. He points out that spatial categories like East-West and 

North-South are geographies categories linked with a given time period in which the temporary 

truce- line became a long-term reality. 

The use of geographical categories 

In what refers specifically to the geographical categories, such us Chocó this field needs and 

urgent advance. Beginning with the question of the origin of the name, which still remains 

unsolved, the study of this region needs to break the mantle of backwardness, isolation, and 

ignorance that has covered it since the XVI-century.   In that sense, Fernando Coronil`s claims 

constitute an important tool to criticize the so-called isolation of the Pacific region and as a 

consequence the justification of its natural (in Quijano`s sense) marginality and ignorance of the 

population. So, the answer to the question of how the Pacific has been represented both 

discursively and geographically could generate significant narratives to continue Coronil`s 

recommendation of ‗imagine geohistorical categories for a nonimperial world‘ (52). Particularly, 

whether it is considered that the Chocó is represented simplistically as an underdeveloped zone 

going backwards and this is precisely the kind of intellectual disposition that denies the 

possibility of producing knowledge that could be useful to solve the problems of the region.  

Indeed, this department has been represented as a space of darkness and impossible to live, as a 

space of extremely poverty and ignorance, as well as unable to administrate its own resources, on 

the one hand. On the other hand, this department has been seen as potential for territorial 
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expansion, as an area open for exploration, and continue colonialization. That is, the department 

has been constructed economically, politically and geographically74 as a historical-emptied-

space  

 

Hence, this colonial, geopolitical, economical, ideological, and historical representation is used 

as a common place to explain a variety of phenomenon that is occurring in this territory.  

Describing, or at least outlining the histories behind those representations remains as an 

epistemic decolonial turn to disentangle colonial continuities of domination, such as 

deracination, that the population of the department of Chocó faces today. Accordingly, it is 

important to develop alternative epistemologies to comprehend how this department came to be, 

and to continue building up futures of dignity.  

With those elements  I would  like to set a debate about the role that colonial narratives play as 

bases of legitimization of contemporary forms of violence, such as deracination, that go along 

with political projects driven by the Colombian state.  

The conversations been established between the historical processes described and the 

political and economical life of the country.  

 

To conclude, I annotate that in this literature afro-Colombians vision of land possession have 

been started to be integrated but there is still a lot to be done. There are considerable tensions and 

                                                                 
74

 A future continuation of the findings of this outline could be a description of the maps produced about the 

department of Chocó to evaluate the patterns and characteristics of the drawing of those. The T. Bassett piece about 

cartography and empire building in nineteenth-century West Africa ind icates how in the mapping of the terrain of 

conquest the omission of African peoples and polities and the depiction of European settlements and place -names 

were central to empire build ing. That is, how more than a mere reflect ion of conquest, maps helped to produce 

empire by enabling and legimating the process of colonization. I am going to indicate how the descriptions of the 

reports of the explores permit to observe the same phenomenon, but in this particular source of research the 

omission of the people in Chocó and their polit ics is reflected for their absence in the report  made. See also Coronil, 

Fernando (1996). ―Beyond Occidentalis m: Towards non-imperial geo-historical categories,‖ Cultural Anthropology 

1, 1, 51-87. 
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silences that need to be solved. For example, tensions and silences between the descriptions of 

the processes of settlement and the laws established by the state for the colonialization o f tierras 

baldías,  and the actions of resistance started by the communities. Put differently, I argue that 

still there is an isolation of the events occurring in the state of Chocó in relation to the rest of the 

country. It is observable in the marginal reference or under consideration of its significance to 

understand the dynamics of the period studied in the country. Additionally, ithas not been 

problematized in a more comprehensive way the fact that after the formal abolition of slavery 

there has been systematic attempts to maintain control over these territories, how the state 

established politics of re-colonialization,  the conflicts it introduced, people`s responses, the 

establishment of the notion of tierras baldías, the repetition and renovation of these processes 

that help to comprehend the impact of today`s new establishment of gold-extraction and palm oil 

companies  in communities such as Cerro Careperro, Suarez, Jiguamiandó, Curvaradó, Belén de 

Bajirá, and Bellavista that have already experience these processes in their past.  

 

Believing that names, concepts and terminologies set up a field of power, the basic argument I 

have developed here is that the concept of forced migration is formula for historical erasure. As 

Michael Roulp-Trouillot argues terminologies demarcate a field, politically, and epistemologically. 

Names set up a field of power75‖ the use of the concept forced migration routinizes this practice 

by providing, in the name of humanitarism, rationales for conquest, exploitation, and 

domination. Forced Migration and analogous terms allude to a temporal condition, the physical 

move being made ‗ the displacement‘. It emphasizes the external force inducing the move, and 

leaves out the local meanings, and the history of the region affected, which could inform the 
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 Michel- Rolph Trouillot,. Silencing the Past. Power and the Production of History. Boston: Beacon press  (1995)  

(115)   
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social forces behind the events inducing the move. Whatever would had happened in the 

region, and to the population targeted as forced displaced is reduced to nothing   because it is 

erased from the conceptualization. I will argue then, that the categories used to name and 

comprehend phenomena of this nature needs to be contextually and historically specific. Land 

and territories connote neither the same in every society, nor the same at every historical 

epoch. Territories are socio-geo-historical formation that can only be understood within the 

context in which there are conceived, produced, re-produced, and unproduced (Almario, 

2004)(Arboleda, 2007)( Vergara-Figueroa 2008). Consequently, the use of notions to 

comprehend the experiences of land dispossession are only understood within the context in 

which the idea and meanings of the land and territories have been conceived, produced, re-

produced, and unproduced. Land dispossession has different meanings to the populations 

affected. Therefore, the notions used to this process must consider local meanings of land and 

territory. Historical analysis as an analytic to unthink/deconstruct the notion and field of Forced 

Migration implies that scholars will have to historicize the processes of territorialization 

(Almario 2004), land tenure, land acquisition to comprehend how the violent uprooting of a 

population denotes in the long dureé of the life of any population. This certainly implies breaking 

most prevailing assumptions of the impossibility of studying, or quantifying the realities of the 

populations constructed as being so far away of civilized life, or were violence will make life 

impossible for the ‗safety‘ of the author. But this will have to be done if social transformation 

means something else than just a terminology.  

I would like to end with the words of the Nigerian Novelist Chimamanda Ngozi Adiechie. While 

describing the danger of the single story she says  
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―the consequence of the single story is this it robs people of dignity…stories have 
been used to dispossess… stories can break the dignity of the people, but stories can 

also repair that broken dignity‖. 

 Unthinking the concepts of forced displacement, and forced migration, as well as Bellavista as 

an event of forced displacement is an attempt to write stories  that can repair the broken dignity 

of those that have been, and still are continually abused. Imperial tactics of colonial and 

postcolonial domination hidden in these continuing abuses could not be unveiled in their 

complexity, and consequently deconstructed to produce new histories and realities, until the 

intellectual models and categories that sweetened them are un-thought and deconstructed. 

 He dicho76 
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 It translates as I have said! Story telling is a significant component of the everyday life of the people of the 

Colombian Pacific. Every t ime the elders tell a story, at the end they will say with a strong accent “ he dicho!” (I 

have said!), to indicate the power of the story that has been told.  
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APPENDIX 

ADDITIONAL MAPS 

 

Map A1: Colombian Pacific Region, Department of Chocó in Latin America 

 

 

Fuente: www.michoco.org/departamento_-_Departamento_ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

122 
 

Map A2:Political-administrative division of the department of Chocó, Municipality of 

Bellavista 

 

 

  

Source: Instituto Geográfico Agustín Codazzi 
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