




community.”81
The experience of groups disadvantaged historically must be accorded

cultural credence. Individuals and groups must be allowed to tell their own stories of

peoplehood, without facing controlling assessments of legitimacy by the state, which

might enlighten citizens to the complexities of the social formation of racial and ethnic

identities in ways that reaffirmed the privilege of some at the expense of many.
82

However, the existence of the challenge of bilateral legitimacy can only be eased and not

eradicated in liberal-democratic societies. The political institution of citizenship (even a

less restrictive version than currently exists in the three states) is likely to fail to compel

the necessary allegiance unless there are accompanying stories of peoplehood that

resonate with large numbers of people.
83

The types of models for which I am advocating

would help to mitigate the challenge of bilateral legitimacy by making the ability to be a

legitimate member of the polity more flexible, and removing many of the reasons that

(non-Anglo) individuals might negate the legitimacy of the state to govern.

81
Ibid., 66.

82
See Smith, Stones ofPeoplehood.

83
1 believe this is the case because I agree with Rogers Smith’s arguments regarding the

importance of stories of peoplehood to human organization.
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