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Participants  

 

Txetxu Aguado is an Assistant Professor of Spanish at Dartmouth 

College.  In recent publications and his book, La tarea política: 

narrativa y ética en la España postmoderna (Mataró, Spain: El viejo 

topo, 2004), he addresses the novels of such noted contemporary 

Spanish authors as Jorge Semprún and Manuel Vázquez Montalbán 

through the lens of political ethics and identity.  His current 

research investigates notions of national, historical, and political 

memory in contemporary Spanish culture. 
 
Cornel Ban, a visiting fellow at Brown University’s prestigious 

Watson Institute, specializes in the history and theory of economic 

models, with a specific focus on Spain. He has published several 

articles on the politics of economic liberalization during and after 

the Franco regime. 
 

Clemente Bernad is a graduate in photography, cinema and 

video at the University of Barcelona. From 1987 to present he 

has worked as a documentary photographer and writer with a 

particular interest in issues of migration, social justice, 

violence, memory and conflict. Bernad’s work has been 

displayed at several museums, including a recent exhibition at 

the Guggenheim Museum Bilbao. His latest work, Where 

Memory Dwells, is to be published by La Fabrica in 2011. 

 

Sara Brenneis (co-organizer) is an Assistant Professor of 

Spanish at Amherst College, where she specializes in 

contemporary Iberian film, literature and culture. Her research 

and publications focus on the overlaps between fiction and 

history in Spanish literature and film since the death of Franco.  

She is currently investigating the role of Mauthausen, the Nazi 



concentration camp where thousands of Spaniards died during 

World War II, in present-day discussions of Spain’s historical 

memory. 

 

Justin Crumbaugh, (co-organizer) Associate Professor of 

Spanish at Mount Holyoke College, specializes in Spanish film, 

news media, and political discourse. He has published 

extensively on the Franco dictatorship, including articles on 

pro-regime cinema and a book, Destination Dictatorship: The 

Spectacle of Spain’s Tourist Boom and the Reinvention of 

Difference (SUNY Press, 2009), on the media frenzy 

surrounding tourism during the 1960s. He is currently 

preparing a book manuscript that draws on memory studies 

and political philosophy to examine the public enshrinement of 

victimhood and martyrdom. 

 
Sebastiaan Faber is Professor of Hispanic Studies at Oberlin College 

in Ohio.  In addition, he is the Chair of the Board of Governors of the 

Abraham Lincoln Brigade Archives and the editor of the ALBA 

newsletter.  His book Exile and Cultural Hegemony: Spanish 

Intellectuals in Mexico (1939-1975) [Nashville: Vanderbilt Univ. 

Press, 2003] and his continued investigations into representations 

of the Spanish Civil War and historical memory in Post-Franco 

Spain have helped define the field of contemporary Spanish 

cultural studies in relation to Spain’s war-torn past. 

 
Stephanie Golob is Associate Professor of Political Science at 

Baruch College, City College of New York where she specializes on 

sovereignty under globalization.  She investigates the impact of the 

globalization of ‘rule of law’ ideas and anti-impunity norms on legal 

and judicial culture in post-authoritarian Chile and Spain. In 2006-

7, she was a Mellon Fellow at the Humanities Center of the CUNY 

Graduate Center of New York working on a project on retrospective 

justice and the legal legacy of the Franco regime.  Among her most 

recent publications are “Volver: The Return of/to Transitional 



Justice Politics in Contemporary Spain” (Journal of Spanish Cultural 

Studies, 2008); and “Evolution or Revolution? Transitional Justice 

Culture Across Borders” (Instituto de Políticas y Bienes Públicos, 

Working Paper, CCHS, CSIS, June 2010). She is currently writing a 

book provisionally titled The Long Arm of the Law: Legal Culture, 

Globalized Norms, and the Anti-Impunity Revolution. 
 

 
Christian Gundermann, Associate Professor of Spanish and Gender 

Studies at Mount Holyoke College, specializes in Argentine film, 

literature and post-dictatorship studies.  His research and 

publications, including his book, Actos melancólicos (Buenos Aires: 

Beatriz Viterbo, 2007), explore politics in Argentine through film 

and literature, and on-going identifications with the desaparecidos 

of the Dirty War. Gundermann’s work also addresses notions of 

temporality in relation to neoliberalism and globalization. He is 

currently on a three-year leave of absence from the Spanish 

department to be able to dedicate himself to Gender Studies full 

time. Most recently, he has shifted his research interests toward an 

exploration of the connections between feminism, queer theory, 

and critical animal studies. 

 
Patricia Keller is an Assistant Professor in Cornell University’s 

Department of Romance Studies. She works on modern and 

contemporary Spanish literature, film and cultural studies.  In her 

book manuscript, “Ghostly Landscapes: Film, Photography, and the 

Aesthetics of Hauntingin Contemporary Spanish Culture,” she 

explores the phenomenon and ideology of haunting in Spanish 

visual culture as representations of the country’s unresolved past. 
 
Aitzpea Leizaola, University of the Basque Country, is currently 

working on an ethnographic study of the exhumation of mass 

graves dating from the Spanish Civil War.  She has been a part of 

the technical team of experts of the Sociedad Aranzadi that has 

carried out exhumations, conducting interviews with descendants 

and scientists involved in the excavations. 



 
Annabel Martín, an Associate Professor of Spanish and Chair of 

Women’s Studies at Dartmouth University, specializes in 

contemporary Spanish cultural studies. She is the author of La 

gramática de la felicidad (Madrid: Libertarias, 2007), a detailed 

study of the politics of melodrama in mass culture during and since 

the Franco dictatorship. Her most recent publications explore the 

ethics of memory and affect in present-day Spain. 
 
Luis Martín-Cabrera is an Assistant Professor of Peninsular and 

Latin American Literature and Culture at the University of 

California, San Diego.  He has published extensively on 

contemporary Spanish film and is currently working on a 

collaborative project to create an audiovisual archive of 

testimonies of survivors of the Spanish Civil War and victims of 

postwar repression. 
 
Karen L Remmler is a Professor of German Studies, Critical Social 

Thought, and Gender Studies at Mount Holyoke College.  She 

specializes in transnational contemporary memory politics in 

Europe and remembrance of the Holocaust and World War II in 

literature, film, and current events. She wrote Reemerging Jewish 

Culture in Germany: Life and Literature since 1989 with Sander 

Gilman (New York: NYU Press, 1994) and co-edited Contemporary 

Jewish writing in Germany: an anthology (Lincoln: University of 

Nebraska Press, 2002) with Leslie Morris.   
 
Neil A. Silberman is lecturer and Coordinator of Projects and Policy 

Initiatives at the newly established UMass Center for Heritage and 

Society. He is currently President of the ICOMOS International 

Scientific Committee on Interpretation and Presentation. Between 

2000-2007 in Belgium, he worked at the Ename Center for Public 

Archaeology and Heritage Presentation on heritage projects in 

Europe, the Middle East, and Asia.  He is the author of several books 

in heritage interpretation and the co-editor of Interpreting the Past: 

Memory and Identity with Claudia Liuzza (2007). 



 
Ilan Stavans is Lewis-Sebring Professor in Latin American and 

Latino Culture at Amherst College. His work as a cultural and 

literary critic focusing on language, identity, politics, and history 

has led him to such topics as Spanglish, the Holocaust in Latin 

America, Latino studies in the United States, and translation 

studies. Stavans edited The Norton Anthology of Latino Literature 

(2010), The Schocken Book of Modern Sephardic Literature (2005) 

and the multi-volume Encyclopedia Latina (2005), among many 

other collections. He is the author of numerous works of fiction and 

non-fiction, including The Hispanic Condition (1995), On Borrowed 

Words: A Memoir of Language (2001), and the forthcoming Return 

to Centro Histórico: A Mexican Jew Looks for His Roots (2012). 

 

Jacqueline Urla (co-organizer) is Professor of Anthropology 

and Director of the Modern European Studies Program at the 

University of Massachusetts Amherst.  She has published 

extensively on Basque identity and language politics, and is 

currently conducting ethnographic research on historical 

memory among Spanish Basques as part of a three-year 

National Science Foundation project on Cultural Heritage in 

European Societies and Spaces 
 


