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uniformly regarded as without specific efficecy; rather, they were
means of attracting the attention of the mush§ spirits. When I
asked the participants about the dance, Abdu's followers claimed to
know nothing of the dance--that they were drunk. Abdu said he knew
nothing of the dance as Kabran Sakitar had overpowered him and pos-—
sessed him.

In the analysis of this case, it is clear that the dance was
conducted to entreat the mushé spirits to discipline the spirit Halima
who was withholding rain from Tudu. Apparently none of the specific
parts of the dance was particularly efficacious; rather, the bizarre
behavior as a totality was understood by the villagers to please the
mushé spirits. I observed six other mushé dances and found similar
behavior, always with Abdu_leading and always culminating in the
killing of the rooster(s).10 People in the village teased Abdu by
saying that he need not plant any millet; he could survive on rooster
blood-—jokes which Abdu claimed not to understand. Perhaps we have
here a collectivity of events that over time will become institution-
alized, particularly if performances are occasionally followed by the
relief that was their avowed purpose to elicit.




