






together in front of the musicians. 

Abdu then directed Gatari, a praise singer, to 
dance. Everyone laughed while Gatari played the part 
of a good sport and tried a few steps. The director 
then stopped the music with a shout, and brandishing 
his whip, he barked commands to his troops in French 
(Allez!, viens! vite! vit.e!; non, ce n'est pas ca). - - -  - 
With each utterance, they filed in order, stopped, 
then turned about. When they reacted slowly, Abdu 
shouted, "I am Kabran Sakitar; do as I say!" 

Suddenly, Abdu demanded that Bub4, the headman's 
son, give him a rooster. It was brought and just as 
quickly as Abdu received it, he bit its head off and 
pitched it to the musicians' feet. Then he drank the 
pulsing blood from the rooster's open throat, and passed 
the body to his troops who in turn also drank. Then 
as Abdu threw the quivering rooster to the musicians' 
feet, another rooster was given him, and the process 
was repeated. 

Immediately the 'm mush4 began playing Yeap 
frog" and crawling on their stomachs about the circle. 
The spectators roared in laughter~and perhaps in 
relief, as there was an absolute silence in the crowd 
when the roosters were killed. 

Then Abdu came to me and asked if there was drinking 
water in my hut. I said yes, and he and his three com- 
patriots followed me to my hut where they drank a great 
deal of water. This ended the dance. Abdu and his 
friends left after drinking, all in complete control, 
though cocky and raucous. As Abdu left, I told him I 
wanted to ask him about the dance. He replied, "What 
dance? I must have been drunk." 

About 30 minutes later, I talked with Bub6 who 
exclaimed, "Didn't Abdu go crazy!" A huge thundercloud 
towered above the village to the east. With relish Bub4 
said, "The Muslims in Madaoua prayed and prayed, and no 
rain came. We arna do our dance and look at that storm!" 

It did not rain. 

Regrettably, I got nowhere when I asked informants to explain the 
meaning of the various aspects of this ritual. The observers exclaimed 
that Abdu and his followers were drunk or crazy from having imbibed 
im herbal brew (tsim6) just before the dance. To them, spiritual 
efficacy lay in how well the mush6 spirits were entertained in the per- 
formance of the dance. Further, the assertions by Abdu that he was 
a mush6 spirit and his killing the rooster and drinking its blood were 



uniformly regarded a s  wi thout  s p e c i f i c  e f f i c a c y ;  r a t h e r ,  they were 
means of a t t r a c t i n g  the  a t t e n t i o n  of  t h e  mush6 s p i r i t s .  When I 
asked t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  about t h e  dance, Abdu's fo l lowers  claimed t o  
know noth ing  o f  t h e  dance--that they were drunk. Abdu s a i d  he knew 
noth ing  of t h e  dance as Kabran S a k i t a r  had overpowered h-un and pos- 
s e s sed  h i m .  

I n  the a n a l y s i s  o f  this case,  i t  is  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  dance was 
conducted t o  e n t r e a t  the mushe s p i r i t s  t o  d i s c i p l i n e  t h e  s p i r i t  Halima 
who was withholding r a i n  from Tudu. Apparently none of t h e  s p e c i f i c  
p a r t s  of  t h e  dance was p a r t i c u l a r l y  e f f i c a c i o u s ;  r a t h e r ,  the  b i z a r r e  
behavior  -as a t o t a l i t y  w a s  understood by the  v i l l a g e r s  t o  p l e a s e  the  
mush6 s p i r i t s .  I observed s i x  o t h e r  mush6 dances and found s i m i l a r  
behavior ,  always w i t h  Abdu l e a d i n g  and always culminat ing i n  t h e  
k i l l i n g  of t h e  r o o s t e r ( s ) .  lo People i n  the v i l l a g e  teased  Abdu by 
say ing  t h a t  he  need n o t  p l a n t  any m i l l e t ;  he  could su rv ive  on r o o s t e r  
blood--jokes which Abdu claimed no t  t o  understand. Perhaps w e  have 
h e r e  a c o l l e c t i v i t y  of  even t s  t h a t  ove r  t ime w i l l  become i n s t i t a t i o n -  
a l i z e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  performances are occas iona l ly  followed by t h e  
r e l i e f  t h a t  was t h e i r  avowed purpose t o  e l i c i t .  


