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GEOGRAFHIC, DEMOGRAFHIC AND ETENIC BACEGROUND OF IACS

Geograrhic Setting

Iand-locked in the center of Indochina is the Kirgdom of I=os,
hemadinonthenorthhychim,ontheeaathyﬁetnam,ontmsouthby
Cembodia, and on the west by Thailend and Burma.

In en ares of approximately 91,000 sguare miles, or somewhat
sealler than the state of Oregon or the British Isles, there dwell,
according to ihe wmost optimistic estimates, only about thirty-three
percons per square mile. In the most heavily populated area of l=os,
the kzkong River plains along t.= Thai border, the populetion density
may reach up to 180 per square mile. This figure is almost half that of
t.he avarage for the whole of India or for a Thai village near Bangkok,

Tobles & and 5 indicate. Compared to these areas; most of the Imos
countrysid.e is relatively empty. The topogrephy of Iscs provides a partial
explenation, since most of the country is wountainous, particularly in the
northern part. . E

The Arnnamite mountain chain forming the eastern frontier with
Vietnam plays an important role in conditioning the climate of the country.
There are two distinct seasons, a wet pericd from May through October, and
a dry one from November through April.* About two-thirds of the 100-150
rainy days in a year occur in the rainy season. The amount of precipita-
tion outside the vet season is only sbout twenty percent of the total
anmal rainfall. (Tsble 2). The rice crops in both the paddy fields and
the upland clearings are, of course, dependent on this rainfall pattera.

Iuang Prabang Province, along with most of northern Iaos, is cne
of the drier areas of the couniry, receiving annually approximately
1000-2000 mm. (40-80 inches) of rainfall, while the Bolovens Plateau
area in scuthern I=os has well over 150 inches of rainfall in its central
portions. Receni years have been relatively dry, resulting in congiderable
difficulties for rice cultivation. During the height of the rainy season
damage may be done to crops and overland transportation is vendered
hazardous if not impossible. River transportation is improved due to
the rise in the rivers (Teble 3), and air travel is affected edversely

to varying degrees.

Relative humidity is high, often reaching ninety percent even
when it is not raining. During the weit season winds are predominantly
from the southwest and during the dry seascn from the northeast. In late
April, pricr to the onset of the rains, temperatures reach the maximum
for the year. Of course, they vary significantly with altitude and to
8 lesser degree with latitude.

Once the rains begin temperatures drop slightly, although the
driest months of the year, Jenuary and February, are also the coolest.
(Teble 1). These winter months are frequently chilly in northern Iaos,
presenting a problem to all but the wore prosperous inhabitants, many of
whom lack adequate clothing and shiver around fires in the early worning
and evening. There is a considerable incidence of pneurcnia during this
season.

From Hovember to March the plains and valleys are fogzy until late
morning. In the area around the royal capital, a small basin surrounded
by mountains, planes frequently cannot land until the haze burns off around
noon. Some cbservers have linked an all-day haze from larch through May
to the burning of forest clearings which occur at this time. Althouzh
the fires are clearly visible and give off a fair amount of smoke, most
geographers doubt that it is sufficient to have any real meteorological
effects.

According to one recent writer Iaos has a population density of

19 per square n.i%e (7.3 per sauare kilometer), with eight percent of the
lend cultivated.® Comparing these facts with historical sources we find
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that Reinach estimated the population density at 4.7 per sgquere mile
(1.8 per square kilometer) end stated that twelve percent of the land
surface was cultivated with the possibility that one-third could be.
cultivated in the future. He felt that potentially the country could
support & population density of 26-30 inhabitents per square mile (10-12
per squar: kilometer).3 Teble 1 irdicates that currently the population
density of I2os ranges from 15 to 33 per squure mile (6-13 per square
kilometer) depending on the source used. Taking even the most modest
present estimate of the population of Iaos a minimum tripling of the
population relative to the totzl land area inm a little less than the
past halfentury 1s indicated.

Another way of viewing population concentration is to compare the
population density relative to the amcunt of arsble lend. Teble 2 shows
that Izos has the lowest density for any of the countries in Asia con-
sidered. The densely populated Islkong area is still less than the average
for the Asian tropics. Thus dsspite the three-fold increase Iaos still
rem2ins ope of the most sparsely settled countries in Asia. Although
Reinach's prediction appears to have been overfulfilled it is still hard
to visualize Iaos as being crowded from =ay point of view.

Demography

Commenting on the demography of ILsos is a complicated undartaking
in view of the fact that few of the awvailable statistics are comgletely
relisble. Ho complete offficial census has ever been undertaken.
figures that do exist bave been collected lergely by untrained 10(:51
officials. These form the bzsis of the statistics collected by the
French colonial administration, and many French sources specifically
emphasize their limited relisbility.

At the time when I=20s was a French colony ope of the chief uses
for these figures was for tax rolls. Obviously such figures should be
interpreted with extreme caution, but this does not mean that they are
completely useless provided a certain iavernal rons:.stency exists and
the Tigures follow  “ogical trend. As a further check, in certain cases,
it is also possible to coumpare data from Iaos with analogous areas in
neighboring Thailend and other couniries in Southeast Asia.

A principal wotivation for undertaking the present study is that
since Iaos is one of the least known countries in the worid it is hoped
that bringing together in one place virious bits of information from
scattered sources may at least provide a point of departure for future
studies of the population.

The basic place to begin is with an examination of the fotal
population of Isos in historical perspective. Fortunately there exists
a study by Pietrantori which does an excellent jcb of summarizing all
of the information availsble until 19%3. According to Pietrantoni, the
only figures for the population of Iaos prior to the establishment of
the French Protectorate is the census of King Oun Huan, son of the famous
Fa Ligoum, traditional founder of ti2 Kingdom of Ian Xang. It was under-
taken in 1376, and recordesd 300,0C0 Iao-Thai mzles between 18 and 60 years
of age end 400,000 non-Thai. Fror this a population total of 3 million
inhabitants can be derived, but it is of limited utility for comparisoa
with figures of our era becsuse we do not lmow the precise boundaries of
the kingdom at that time. These iIigures are also obviously very approximate,
and there is doubtless a wide wargin of error. But from what is known of
the relatively cowmplex political c-ganization existing at that time, it
seems reasonsble to assume that a population of approxiuately this order
of mgnitude existed in the general area nuw cccupied by the Kingdom of




In 1900 the publication Hotice Sur le Imos Francais, published
in Hanoi, gives a population of 570,000 for em area of %ﬁfm square
kilometers, which is probably eguivalent to 400,000 for the 225,000
equare kilemeter area of Iaos in 1912, the date of the first officisl
figures. A guids of 1910 gives the population at 548,000. Those figures
are sumrarized in Teble 9. ;

Comparing the growth of the Izos population from 1917-1957 and
with the rest of the world for 1820-1956 (Tables 10 and 11) we ess that
although the figures for I=os are high thsy ere by no ueazns un=aichsd by
those of other arcas; the close corresponicnce betwsen Izos and {ochodia
in Teble 11A is porticnlerly strildng, elthouch this convot b2 cited as
proof of the eccuracy of the Iacs figures. In any cace, froa whet ve Inow
of porulation éynmanics in predomirently coricultural end fropical countries
wnalogous to I2os, it cesws logical to suppos2 that the popnlation grow at
en incressing rate vandsr Froach control. Thore sre caverzl reccons fop
waking this assuzption. First, even if the birth rote remined comstant
during the wore than half eentury of French rale, it wvas a perded of _
relative peace and I2os was free of the debilitating wars with Thailand
end her other neighbors, which bad taken such a tcll of the population,
particularly during the early 19th century when the Thail decimated Vientisne
and removed a large portion of the population of that area to the other benk
of the Mekong.

In addition the French established a health service. Even assuming
that it was not too effective on the local village level; particularly
amopg the scaitered wountain peoples, still hospitals and clinics were
established in the major towns, and large oumbers of rural patients were
treated and innoculation campaigns begun, éoubtless affecting the death
rate, especielly in those relatively densely populated plains surrounding
the pajor towns, The larpe scale malarial spraying caupaign currently
being conducted by the government of Iaos should also have a significant
effect on population incresse, since malaria appears to be a major cause.
of death. Similer developmsnts have been documented for other areas since
¥orld Wer II vhere DDT spraying dramstically decreased the death rate from
malaria.

Table 7 gives the provincisal breakdown for the pericds availsble.
It can be seer that the various provinces have increased rather unequally.
For example, Hzxz Tha has grown by a factor of less than 4, while Saravane
has increased cver 10-fold. This may reflect a change in provincial
boundaries, as is obviously the case with Luang Prsbang, or the fact that
the more easily accessible (to the government official) and larger Iao
villages constitute a greater proporiion of the population in one province
than in another. It would be risky, bowever, to atiempt to read too much
into these figures.

The probleuws of using Iao statistical materials are well illustrated
in Teble 8 vhich provides & breakdown of the population by provinces and
districts in the post-war psriod. Bven excluding the three northern
provinces for which insufficient information is available only half the
provinces listed seem to show a patiern of inconsistent increase. For
example, in Saravane some luong figures ere higher in 1956 thean in 1960;
such a development is possible but does mot appear likely. In the case .
of Attopeu certain districts are identical for varying years while others
show & third increase. The situation is summesd up in Table 8A vhere figures
for seven selected villages for 1955 and 1958 are compared. In certain
cases predictable increase has occurred vhile in others there are random
increases or decreases most likely reflecting the individual temperaments
and abilities of village chiefs and the extent to which they wished or
were able to comply with government reguests for population estimates.

In Teble 6 some significant relationships can be established. There -

is a noticeable variation betwsen the hilly northern provinces and the
central and southern ones, the lstier having considerable (for Izos)
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rice-bearing plains bordering on the lM=kong. The former have for ‘the
_ most pert less than 6 persons per square kilometer, while in the latter
we pget fizures as high-2s 10 and 12 in 1958. Pietrantoni documents this
distinction in great éetail. In Huong Thakhek, Ehammousne Province, he
£inds a density of 21 per sguare kilometer, 1b in Iuong Pakse, Chompassac
Province, as contrested with 2.6 for the whole of Fem Ths or 2.4 for Fheng
Saiy.! It should be moted that even these highest figures fall short of
the 69 {180 per squere mile) cited for certain areas of the Iiskong plain
in Table 4. Although the population densiiy appears to have increased
zbout 50 percent in the past 15 years, the relative distribution by provinces
appears to have rerm=in=d approzimstely the same.

Tebles 14 ard 15 clearly chow that this populaiion distribution
by provinces vhich has been maintain=d historically is als=o eloosly cor-
related vith village slze. Tms the most densely populated yrovinces elso
have the largest villages. ‘These differences ere particulasly striking im
comparing Vientiare, Attopsu end Zlepng Thouang: In the cace of Xieng
Ihouvang 88 parcent of the populstion is coneentrated in villsges of less
than 200 inhcbit=ais, vhile in Vientione cnly 42 percent of the population
is found there. In Zieng Ihouv=ng only 10 villeges are 1listed as having a
population of over 300 or less then 1 percent of the total compared to
over 13 percent for Vientiene. Vientiazne, Savannzkhet and Champassac all
have average villege populations of over 200, and they are also the three
most densely populated provinces with densities of over 8.5 persons per
square kiloweter. Similarly, Khammousne, Fam Tha, Fhong Saly; Sam Reua
and Inang Prebang all have & population density of less than 6 and an
average village size of less then 130 persons. (Teble 22). ;

If we lcok at the ethnic composition of the first group of pro-
vinces, we see that all srs at least 80 percest I=o-Tai, vhile in the
second group only Kharmousne has a majority of I2o-Tsi in its population
(Phong Saly and Sam Feuwa have practically no Iao villeges, although they
do have some Tel. See Teble 31 for an ethnic breakdown of Fhong Saly
Province, and Table 27 for data oo Sam Neua).

Etbnic Backeround

Two szlient geographic facts -- the sparse, scattered population
and the mountainous terrain -- are most forcibly impressed on the traveler
paking a plane trip north from the administrative capital of Vientiane to
the royal capital at Ineng Prabang. Circling over Vientione one sees the
town stretched out along the Mekong, surrounded by rice fields with
occasional swall palches of forest. Ieaving the Mckong plain the land
ebruptly changes to rugged mountains cut by narrovw valleys. Iocking closely
at the settlewent pattern below, the cbserver will see what almost emounts
to a textbook illustration of ethnic stratification and economic-geographic
adeptetion to the lapd based on varying degrees of zltitude. The major
ethnic groups inhabiting the mountains apnd valleys of Isos and their
custogary altitudes of habitation ere summarized in Tables 16 and 2(2!..8

I=zo officials divide the inhabitants of the country into four groups: I/
Iso-Inm, or valley I=o; Iso-Tai or trival Tai?; Iao-Theng or lao of the

wountain sides (instead of the derogatory term Kba); and Imo-Soung, or Iso

of the mountain tops (Heo and Yao). Implicit here is an attempt to emphasize

the unity of the country. These terus, h“h"ﬁ"er’ are largely politicai and

the important cultural differences remain.*

Although the I=o and tribal Tai belong to the same general lenguage
group and share a common origin in China there are important differences.
Scme scholars have claimed that the tribal Tai are representatives of an
earlier form of social orgznization out of which the Thai (of Thailand)
and Iso evolved. The tribzl Tai of vhom perhaps the most importent group
in Iao are the Black Tai are patrilineal, with a belief revolving around 2
zncestral dietles, and there are al=zo hereditary elite families in the villages.
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At ope time they were organized into petty kingdoms, Tk2 last of these
collapsed after the EBecond World War. 3By conirast the I=zo and their
associated sub-groups are bilateral in their soclal structure, Buddhist,
and without hereditery class groups within the village. Unfortumately -
there is insufficient information available for us to draw a rigid
distinction betwsen Thail-Iso and tribval-Tei. For example, the Tai Ia

in the area of lluong Sing bear rony ressublances to the neighboring Tal
Dam but unlike the latter are Duddhists (although they have not besn so
for very long).

The Izo-Thong or Kha ia the gemeral neme epplied fo the vexy
diverse group of indigencus inhobitonis who loek both a writing system
and formslized political crgonizations beyornd the v:ul:ge. Shoce few
who ere Puiihists have edopted the Tfaith of the Ino rolotively rescently,

a fzw kave beecome Christions, but the majority ars aninists. In coatrast
to both the Iso and tribal Tai vhose econcoy is based largsly on irpigated
rice, thz iha cultivate slssh-and-burn fields,

The !’20 snd Yzo, although .culturally distinct groups, shere in
commen a8 mumber of imporiant culfural traits. Idke the fha they are
slash-and-burn sgriculiurists in wost cases, but thelr distinciion lies
in the fact that they éwell high in the movntains erd raise opium as a
cash crop. Doth 20 and Yao have strong patrlarchal influences in family
and villaz= orgznization and share a comzon origin in Chipa, from which
they migrated relatively recently. Idterscy in Chirsse is also feirly
widespread among these groups. Their religion has certain strong Con-
fucianist and animistic Influences. Their dyess is a further distinguish-
ing feature. {Table 21A).

Misrations and Distribution

In geperal the Imo live 8_4_1; ’c,._ rivers and in the val’l:eys, and

the Tai live in higher valleys. %= "0 ond Yao inhabit the wountains
from about 600 to 1,800 wmeters 1-":111_- ~“irang groups are irregularly
distributed in betwesen on mowmiain =i 5,11 Reconstructing the patterns

of migrations the Ihmu 2nd other proto-Iindochinese groups appezr to have
originally been widely distributed in both the mountains and plains.

Avout eight centuries ago the valley dwelling, wet rice cultivating Iac- |
Thai appeared in I=os, miaratﬁg south in response to the expanding
pressures of the Han Chinsse. Iater {largely during ihe past few
centuries), the I20 and the Yao tribes moved in from Yunnan and Tonkin
engaging in chifting cultivation. The cwrrent ethnic stratification, then,
does not have very great historical depth.

Inthanorthernpartof!aoathemmmuaredistﬂbum
along the I=kong end its tributsries. In the eastern part of Indochina
the Tai eve found in the vicinity of the Tonkin plain ard thence inlsnd,
uhilethe']&ait&%.aii:&ohveinﬂzehigbhnﬂzandtothemthm
found the Tai Deng.

The Tai Dom and Tal Foo are located to the north and east of Sam
Heua in the former 4th IHMlitary Territory of Indochina. Generally speak-
ing the Tai Foo inhsbit the north of this territory end are not an
inportant ethnic group in Izcs vhile th= Tai Tam are found in the couthern
part particulerly in the area of EBlen Bien Fhu located only a few wmiles
fmmgaalyo

The Tai Feva or porthera Tail inhabit the Iskong valley from Vang
Vieng to Sam Feua and part of that of the Salween. In 1918 they were
estimated to nurber 600,000.28 Tp to recent times there are said to
have existedzﬁ‘zaiﬁauaaiatrictsmofm&mrelttoomlnp
with the Tai Iu of 8ip Eong Pan Ha.




The Tai In, called by the Chinese Pa-vi or Siui Pa-villinhebit
tiie twelve Pen Has ("countries" aeccording to Seidenfaden end not 12,000
naddy fields), eleven of vhich are situated on the West bank of the Mekong.
The twelfth is Ifuong Sing in Isos. Outside the Sip Song Fan Ha there ars
many Tal Iu groups in places such es Chieng Tung in Durma, in Horth Thai-
lend at Chieng Rai and Iamphun and in Iaos in the Fam Ou valley near '
Ineng Prabong. The In of Iamphun are the descendants of prisoners of
war taken 150 years sgo when a Thai army invadcd Chieng Tung in Yunpan.
There are also a few hundred I in northern Tonkin. In 1918 they were
estimated to have numbered over 350,000 in the Chinese owned Pen Ezs,
with 50,000 in Chieng Tung snd including those in Thailand arnd Iancs
they may et precent easily number over 750,000, or elmoot equal to the
nutber of Iao in Izos.

The Fhmu are located malnly in the western part of northeran Izos,
up to the llam Isng, & tributary of the Uam Cu which joins the izlkong &
fev miles north of Imeng Prebang. The Ihma of the Hom Ieng wark the
northern limit of the Ihmu 8!1 Yoo territory wlth the exzception of those
in the area of lHuong S:Lng.l They are particularly muzsrous in the
mountainous areas between Vientisne, Iuang Prebang and Xieng Ehouang.

The Meo are distributed sporadically in northern Iaos from Yunnan
south to Phou Kheo Quail? but are concentrated mainly in Xierg Khouang.
The Yao are found in relatively large numbers in the northern part of the
Tonkin plain and in nountains to the west, and in Isos they are located
chiefly in southwestera Sam Neua, around Nam Tha town, northwestern Fhong
Saly and to a lesser extent in the Yuang Prabang end Vang Vieng areas,
as well as in northern Thailancd, Thelr distribution is irregular and
their villages are scattered.20

The Iao ore thought to constitute about fifty percent of the total
population of Inos (see Tebles 22 and 23). In any cese, they are the
doninant group politically, economically and soclally. Their religious,
linmudstic and other cultural affiliations are with the I2o of Hortheast
Thailand. A handbeck on Thailand published by the Thai government on the
occasion of the llinth Pacific Congress in 1957 makes the following state-
went about the lao:

"The Iao differ but little from the Thai, and
are in reality as mach Thal as are tE Thai. The Iso
do not call themselves Iz2o but Thai. The Iao of
Thailend are divided into two divisions: the I=o0 of
rorthern Thailand or Iso Phung Dam, end the lao of
eastern Thailend, or Iso Phung Kbao. (Black-bellied
and White-bellied I=o)." i

The terms refer to the fact that the men of the former are closely taﬁooed
from waistline to mid-thighs; this tattcoing is absent in the latter.

"The Northern I=o inhsbit the whole of Horthern
Thailand...In addition to the name Iao Phung Dam they
are frequently called by thelr neighbors Iao Yuen or
Thai Yuen. The Eastern I=2o occupy a great part of the
Khorat Plateau and the valley of the Iiae Khong [Makongl.
There are also scattered communities of both these Iao
divisions in Iower Thailand...

"The Fastern Iao can be divided into two language
groupss the lao Wienchau [Vientiane] and the Iao Kao...
most of the populatipn of the three provinces of Prachin,
Krabin and Nakhon Ieyok are Iao Wiengchan, all originally
prisoners of war dsposted to these districts just one
hundred years 8go. ..o

"The dialectic difference between Iao Wiengchan
and Iso Ilmo 1s not great, but quite distinct to an
observant ear,"?




Thus it becomzs guite clear that the distinctiers between the
neighboring psoples of Inos emd Thailand are largely political. This
i3 true of the tribal grours as vell as the Imo. (Teble 6%). lovements
due to warfare are significant (there have been eimilar types of move-
ments within Isos), although economic conditions can also be persunsive.
Eut in both eases the wover=nt is almost alvnys southward. This applies
to 21l mjor ethnic groups.

Klausrer (1959) obesrves with regard to the Hortheast Thai-Iso
thet villages wigrated as wniis efter firzst sonding sow2 responsible
citizeps to ecout ocut the possibilities. The Ino willegs in terwms of
its acrienitoral econczy is elco not too si=ble a wit, at least vhen
the matter is viewed in terms of £ifty years or more (Table 181); the
trival villeges exe even less co, eince they wove every few decades. It
cen be truly e2id that alcost nons of the el villages in Isos eve really
pereanent. The few villages in the Vienticze arca thot hawve existed for
several centurles are rare exceptions. Some chang3 every few dozen years,
although gepercslly specking the Is=o ond Black "'-ai‘c’ terd to be more par-
m=nent than the izo or becauce of the former's dcpondence on irrigated
rics culture.2l This mobility of the population bas bezn a major cbstacle
confronting potentiel map-rakers ard cersus takers 2s well a3 government
planners.

Ethnic Composition

It is certainly clear that s most important fact concerning Isos
is the ethnic composition of her population. In recent years it has
becoms guite common when discussing the problems of Iacs to assert that
the lowland Izo vwho conirol the governmeni are not even a clear majority
in their cwvn country, and that at lsest hal? of the psople belong to tribal
groups. Unfortunately, it 1s not possible on the basis of currently avail-
able information to furnish any detailed documsntation can this point, but
the figures given in Tebles 22-32 illustrate cowething of the complexities
inyolved. Table 22 is incoumplete since it oanits the provinces of Sam Heua

end Phong Saly, which at the time of coupilation were under Cormunist
control.

One of the major complicatiops is that the I=so and Tasi are listed
together end not broken down into separate categories as they were in the
statistics issued during the period of French rule (see Tebles 23-32).
The political motivation for this is obvious since it places the Iao in
a wmore favorable pesiticn. Yet on a personal basis the I=o sharply dis-
tinguish themselves from the Tal groups, although without guestion they
consider themselves to be more closely related to the Tai peoples than
to the I=o-Theng or Izo-Yao groups. As w2 have indicated, there are
important differences betucen the I=o and varicus Tai groups in customs,
religion and femily structurs, althoush soms of the latter are Buddhists.
The various Tal groups also had their own political hiererchies which were
not integrated with thozz of the Iso. In fact, for the most part their
origin lies in Iorth Vielzon, end without cuestion some of the Tail peo
now residing in Izos fesl themselves strozzly drawm in that direction.
This feeling is intensified by the fact that althovgh somz Tai do occcupy
government positions, they feel themselves to be discriminated against.

It is also interesting that the inhobitents of the Tail Danm refugee villages
in the area of the towns of Vientisne and Inong Frabang appear to have
integrated themselves into Iaotian society after the patiern of the
Vietnamese rather than the I=o. For example, they have become craftsmen,
vegetable gardeners, petty traders and dorsstic servents, occupaticas
approximating those of the resiéent Vietnzmese. These particular groups

are for the most part not Buddhist and sbare certain ritual observances
with the Vietnamese.
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Even assuning the Iao-Tai to be a homogencuus group, we can see
in Table 22 that they are in a clear majority in only 6 of the 10 provinces
of Iaos listed. Examining Teble 23 we ere able to check these figures
comparatively end at the same time achieve somz historical perspective.
As bkas been repeatedly emphasized, all Izo gtatistics shounld bte treated
with eome cautlon, yet they do schow a significont degree of internal
consistency. Thus the proportions of the total population in each of
the major ethnic groupings has remaizmcd relatively uachanszed in the
peried 1911-18%2, Ia 1911 the I=o wore 45 percent of the total popula-
tion and in 19%2 they were &b porcents the 10 were 32 and 30 percent
and the Tel wera 19 end 17 perecat for the recpoctive yosra. Cnly the
Fzo0-Yao gscm o havo more than dovbled from 2 to 5 perccat over the forty
year interval (Toble 23). In this lottsr cac3 there 45 8 very plausible
exzplenaticn -- many growps may have nigreted south inmto Izos from neighbor=
ing China end Iorth Vietnoa over this poricd, following ecrlicy trends,
In fact, boscd cn thy quectieoning of contemporary groups there epjears
to have becn a migratory trend fron the bordoring rrovinces of the north
into Imeng Frehang, end subcegusntly into fayeboury end Vientiane,

It is possible to see somz2 deliberate attennt at cmnipulation
here, but thies would scca to b2 incensistent with the idea of hephazardly
collected statistics. Cortainly on the loecal level, the village or dis-
trict officials would bave had to precerve som2 records in order to kmow
vhat they were w=aipulating, end judzing from the situstion existing
today there does not appear to be much support for this view. On the
national level, the French administrators would have hed to engage in
keeping two sets of books. Although there sre many things of vhich the
French as a coleonisl rower may heve been guilty, this Zoes not appear to
be ons of them. %Their failing appsars to be wore on the side of laxness
in keeping statistics and ewphasis on the European and métis population
for vhich, in conirast to the other irhsbitents of I=os, detailed records
exist. Yet, since tax assescmenis were based on these records, there was
considerable motivation for some sort of accuracy.

§ - Trying to assess the valldity of the proportions expressed for 1942-
1955 presents & number of difficulties. There can be noted interestingly
emough, a spectacular jump in the Iso-Tai category from 61 to T4 percent
end a decrease in the Eba figure, with the Meo-Yso siatistlcs remaining
‘more or less constant. This reflects the absence of Phong Sz2ly and Sam
Ileua from the 1955 calculations. Fortunately there are detailed statistics
available for Bam Feua for 1936 (Teble 27), which indicates a Tei yopula-
tion of epproximately 68 percent, rather close to the I=2o-Tai average for
all of I=os of T4 percent for 1955 (based on the maximum population
estimate), so that ve may roughly assume that the omission of this one
province would not have made a great difference in the overall sverage,

if the percentage composition of the population had not greatly altered

in the intervening nineteen years. ZPut in this case it must be remembered
that the "Iso-Tai" are actuvally iribal Tai; there are virtually no Iso in
the province.  This leaves Fhong Saly, whose population was estimated at
about 50,000 in 1955, or approximately 4 percent of the total population
of Izos. (Table 31).22 We must thexefore lock elsewhere for en explana-
tion of the increase in the I2o-Tail component of the populatior of Iaos.

Table 24 gives us some heip, but we must be cautlous in assessing
the figures since the Tai column lucludes proto-Indochinese groups such
as the Sousi, which in provinces such as Saravane constitute over 12 percent
of the population. The Iao category, even though it is sugmented by the
Tai-In, providss valusble help. Ist us tay to see specifically those areas
in which the ethnic valley-I=o total significantly wore than half the total
population and constitute a definite mjority. In Teble 23 we see that
in 1942 in the Kingdom of Ineng Prebang, vwhich included wuch of northernm
Isos (principslly Iusng Prebang end Ham Tha Provinces) they constituted
only 35 percent of the population. In a survey conducted by the French
authorities in 1950 in Ssysboury Province, the Iso ccmpesed only 25 percent
of the population in Hong Sa district and 40 percent in Fak Iay (Tsble 30).




Together these two districts comstitute the majority of the province
accounting for 229 end 165 villases respectively out of a 1954 total

of 523, or zbout T5 percent, vhile the 1960 census figures give 76

percent for Iao-Tai groups in the province. These sets of figures

would inecline us to treat with so=2 rescrve the Iso-Tail percentages

given for these provinces in Toble 22, Toble 25 provides an extensive
sauple of the population of Zieng Fhouang. The Mzo figures are almost
identical to those In Table 22 end one is inclirned to doubt that they

are coumplete for the larger population glven in this table, since the
population of the major towns appears to be excludad from Toble 25, Turn-
ing to Table 32 we egce that In Iam Tha province the Izo ere not significant.
In Ifuong Sing district they constitute only the officials and their fomilies,
vhile the Tai {principally In) exe 37 porcent of the population. In Iom Tha
and Houei Sai districts the Izo are 2 end 6 percent respectively, vhile the
Tai ere 44 end 40 percent. Ia Eom Hova w2 have alreasy czen that no Iao
are listed, while the Tel foram eprrozimately 60 poresnt of the popuiation
(Toble 27). In Seravene (Toble £3) the Iso ere 43 perceant of the popula-
tion, vhile Teble 2% lists only 30 porcent of the popuiation es Iso-Pai

in Attopego(sea also Table 29). This leaves the Trovinces of Khammouanae,
Vientlane-Y; Champascac, and to e lesnor exbent Covannakhet es predominsntly
leo. It is only in Vientiane Province that the non-Iao-Tai peoples con-
stitute a negligible minority. : :

It is not without significance that with the exception of the Pro-
vince of EKhemmousmne, ell of the provinces bordering on the Democratic
Republic of Vietnzm end People's Eepublic of China contain only a minority
of Iao. This fact has made guerrilla end probing tactics such as occurred
during the sumzer of 1959 much easier for the DRV since the same tribal
groups are found on both sides of the border, In the civil war in 1960-

1961 the question of Vietnamese infiltration has not been successfully
answered {tribal or non-tribal), nor of Siauwese Thai for the Royal Government.,

Another important factor is undersstimation of the population. =
The villeges cf the tribel peoples are utuch smaller and more scattered
over wountainous terrain than the larger settlements of the Iao located
in the valleys. ‘Tsble 22 indicates that Vientisne is 99 percent ILao-Tai,
vhile Xieng Khouvang is 40 percent Meo-Yao, and Attopeu is 70 percent Kha.
That is, the difference in village size on an ethnic basis (Table 14)
reflects the different geographic adaptations and lend use. The Iao
practicing irrigated rice agriculture are able to have the largest, most
permanent villages, while the Meo who live on the mountain tops appear
to have the smallest and least permanent, with the Xha occupying an inter-
rediate position in terws of geography, population end permanence. Tables
33-38 tend to confirm this generalization. In Iuang Prabang Province Meo
villages of 200 or 300 do occur but are rore, while those with over 100
inhabitants are not unusual, in msrked contrast to the patiern of Iao and
even Ino-Theng villages. An important factor not brought out in these .
figures is the occasional proximity of 2o villages to each other. For
the most part they do appsar to be widely scattered in- Imang Prabang, but
certain ecological factors may couse concentrations. Thus on a platesu
several hours® walk from ILuang Prabang town thers are estimaied to be some
3,000 Meo living in villages with as uweny as £0-90 houses each. This
clustering is due at least in part to the fact that the soil has a high
lime content, making it good for growing opium. By contrast, Iao villages
of 500-1,000 populaticn are by no means unnsusl in Vientiane Province (12
percent of the rural population) slthough they ere less likely to oceur
in the north. It 1s also pertinent to note (Table 13) that the average
size of villeges in I20s has increased almsst 50 percent in the past half-
century, although exactly how this has affected the different minority
groups it is impossible to say in any precise way. One might infer,
hovwever, that since the Iao villages are nearest the growing towns and
are being reached to en increasing extent by roads, that these trade
centacts may have tended to promote populstion concentrations. Therefore
it is likely that the average size of the I=20 villages hes grown to a
greater exteat than those of the mountain pzoples. It is likely, however,




that at least some Ii20 villages such as those on the Xieng Khouang
plateau have chown increases.

The smaller size, scattering end hence greater inaccessibility
of non-Izo villages ere implicitly acknowledged in the official five-
year dsvelor—:eat plan of the I=2o governzant., There is considered to have
besn en underestimation of some 15 percent for ceriain poorly edzinistered
ere23: thz Provinces of Fhong f£2ly, Vientinns, Eavonnaihet apd Ehammouans,
end 20 percent for Saravene and Champassac, with 40 percent for Iuang
Frebang, Sayaboury, Fom Tha end £anm Douva. Toking the consves of 1935, one
then chiains & corrected Pimuwre of 1,247,000 insteoad of 1,013,000 for 19363
1,562,000 instesd of 1,309,400 for 1951, exd 1,703,000 instead of 1,575,450
for 1957, If ors take=s the electoral lists, cozposced of aprroximmtaly
840,000 paresons, on even higher £isure for the totsl population sppoars -
rezsoncble == psrheps 1,700,000 inhobitonts. The report comclulss that
a population of 2,000,000 iz a reacon=ble estirzts ca vaich to bese the
1958-63 plen.. This sssumes an enmmal increase rate of 1.5 pereent, vhich
is considercbly lsls.s thon thet of 2.03 estimated for the wost recent
period (Teble 6).

This officisl coufce also states (epporently guoting a French
source for the census of 1936) that the Ino-Toi were underestimted by
a factor of approximately 15 percent, while for the proto-Indochinese
(Xba or Indonesiens as they are referred to in the report) 1t is 40 per-
cent, and for the lizo 50 percent. Applying these figures to ihe propor-
tions given in the 1942 censvs end extrapolating to a census Tigure of
2,000,000, we arrive at a figure of £20,000 (40 percent) for the Ieo,
320,000 (16 percent) for the various Tai peoples, 680,000 (3% percent)
for the proto-Indochinese and 100,000 (9 percents for the leo-Yao. These
fipures are exclusive of other groups such as the Vietnamese, Chinese and
Europeans, wvho dwell in the towns. In fact, in mcst ceses the I2o appear
to be definitely a minority in the towns dewograrhically speaking, e.g.
Pakse with its large Chinese and Victnamese groups, while in Vientiene,
in addition to sizesble coumunities of these two groups, there also appears
to be more immigrants from across the river in Thailand than from Laos .
proper. According to Pletrantoni (1957: 230) in 1943 the Iao made up
61 percent of the population of Iuang Prabeng town and only 41.5 percent
in Vientiane, with 16, 14, 10 and 11 percent in Savannakhet, Pakee, Xieng
Khouang end Thakhek respectively (Table 58).

Ethnically and linguistically specking the point can be wmade as
far as the rural and urben arecas are concerned that Iaos has no character-
istic populstion groups that cannot be found in greater numbers in neighbor-
ing states. A glance at Tebles 65-Th shows that far yreater numbers of
Meo and Yeo rec’de in North Vietnam and China than in I=os. A similar
point can be mwade with regard to the Tai peoples. The Iao population of
Fortheast Thailand emounts to epproxziwately 7 million, end of the Horthern
region some 5 million. There exists a wild Iso irredentism. IMore important
perhaps 1s the fact that the Thai have snnexed parts of I=os when France
was weak, e.g. Sayaboury during World Wer II. As we have seen in the -
verious tables, the Kha constitute a great wany individual tribal units.
Thesz groups also overlap into Horth and South Vietnam, Caubodia and
Thailand (Table 64).

Although it is of great significance that there are ethnic over-
lzppings with Dorth Vietnam and China, without doubt the most. significant
cultural relistionships sre with the Izo of Thailapd. The borders with
China and Forth Vietpnam are in mountainous country that can be crossed
but with difficulty, vhile the i=lhong vhich marks the Thai-I=o border for
wuch of its length is in no sense an obstacle since the I=o are a riverine
people. In fect it encourages contact since the Iso like to fish and
traverse the river to trade. Cultural differcnces between thu Iso on
the one hend and the Chinese and Vieitnamsse on the other are stzrongly
felt. There are differences in lenguage, religion, ethos and fced habits.
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During the current civil war the Royal I=0 government has talked darkly
of “foreign” soldiers who use chopsticks and eat non-glutinous rice --
&n oblique way of referring to the Vietnamese.

The increasing population pressures generated by the Han Chinese
(Teble 68) provide part of the explanation for the Thai-I=o migrations
which culminated in the founding of the Thai capital of Ayuthaya in 1350. -
During the preceding century there wa2s a legendary mipration of 'm:ai-le.o
people along the Ham Ou river to the present site of Inang Prebang.32
This was en end result of a long series of southward migrstions (Wiena:
1954, 113). During the pre-Chou pericd (epprozimately prior to 1000 B.C.)
there appesrs to have been & belt of Thei psople on the north bank of the
Yangtze. Taticoing being a trait which has choracterized the Izo psople
up to the present time, scme scholars feel that it w2y serve as an in-
dication of the prescence of Thai psoples in China. During the Han perlod
(200 B.C.-200 A.D.) tatioced psople were founid escattered over much of
southern China except Yumnon and Kueichou. Their abssnce from these exreas
probably indicatss that they hod not yet migrated to these regions. The
general picturs precented by the historical records is that of a migration
of related Thai peoples, first eastvard from Szechwan, then sout.h, and
egain west and southwest. These migrations are still continuing, the
latest arrivals beicg groups of tritzl Tai psoples vho have crossed into
porthern Isos from Yunnan, fleeing the Chinsse commune system.33

A similar situvation occurred with regard to the IM=2o0. During the
last 500 or 600 years the I'zo have been subjected to pressures by the Han
Chinese, who have steadily forced them into marginal end mountainous areas
and also pushed them southward. The Chivese undertock campaigns against
the 20 in 1698, 1732, 1794 and 1855. This werfare resnlted in a series
of movements by the 120, one of which was to the eastern part of Yumnan
end northern parts of Vietnam and Isos. As indicated earlier, large numbers
of Meo and Yao have entered Iacs since the beginning of this century. This
fact is further confirmed by the present population estimates for the various
etinic groups. The other ethnic groups have approximately tripled since
1211, while the Meo have Increased over six-fold. Even discounting the
degrec of underestimation end confining ourselves to the official figures
for 1911 and 1642, we see that in that period the M:zo-Yoo group more then
tripled, while none of the other groups even doubled.

Urban Population

So far we have confined our discussion to the rural population of
Izos. An important indication of a country's social, ecopomic or cultural
develoruent is its extent of urbanization. A glence at Table 52 clearly
shows that Iaocs is one of the least urbanized arees in Asila even by the
wost genercus estimates (within the definition laid down in the table).
Yet it. would be quite wrong to assume that the rest of lacs outside of
Vienticne is composed only of villeges, with a few “overgrown villages”
forming the provincizal capitals. This is definitely not true in certain
sp=cific cases. The royal capital of Iuang Frabang -- the officizl resi-
dence of the King -- is certainly not a large viliage as its population
of scme 7,600 might lead one to infer. It has a long history as an ad-
pinisirative center, and the fact that it is also the residence of the chief
Buddhist wmonk of I=os emphasizes its importance as a religious center. Iuang
Prebang has paved streets, a power plant, hospitel and airfield. In addition
to its administrative perscnnel there 1s a significant population of Chinese
and Vietnamese who are engaged in comxerce and crafts. Clearly, although
the town is a major trading center, cnly a minority of the population is
exgazed in agriculture.

Alihough there 18 no other town in I=os that has the religious or
cerencnial icportance of Iuang Prabeng, there are several other towns that
are adainistrative and commsrciel centers.
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If 5,000 is get as & minimum population figure, we can include
Savannakhet, Pakse and Thokhek in this category. This raises the
guestion as to how to classify the remaining provincial capitals and
towns of lesser importance. Table 49 presents a list of k% communities
which are clessified as towms. In reality most of them are minor ad-
ministrative centers (umonga) containing, in wany cases, the residence
of the Chao Muong or district administrator, a lower court, a police post,
a pix-year cchool, perhaps an army ceupany end a practical nurse end usually
a fev Chinesse marchants. With the excepiion of [am Tha, Sam Feua, Phong
Baly, end possibly Attopsu, where the only Iso are the officials, wost
of the others are I=zo villeges where the majority of the inhshitants are
Parmers with trading sometimes a secondary occupation. Hany of these towns,
rarticularly in ithe south, have road connsctions, and somz are located along
rivers; thoce which ere not eccessible in these ways in wany caces heve a
lending strip which coa be used during the dry season. As provincial
capitals Attopeu, Iem Tha, Fhong Saly, Sam Heua end Sayaboury would f£it in
this category. They ere distlinguished from other secondery towms in that
they have regular air cervice (at least during the dry ceason), usvally a
post and telegraph office end often a larger military garrison. There way
be other towns In the province which have en egqual or greater comsercial
importance, e.g. Houel Sail in 'am Tha province. By even the wost generous
estimates 90 percent of the population of laos are peasants or tribesmen
living in rural area, engaged in agriculture or related occupations. Con-
sidering that a number of areas usvally included in counting the population
of the towns are predominantly rural in charocter, it would seem safe to
assume that about 95 percent of the people of Laos are either primarily
or exclusively farmers, making it one of the most rural countries in the
world.

The overwhelming importance of the Mekong is clearly demonstrated
by the fact that all of the important cities of Laos are located along its
banks from the trading post of Houwel fai in the north through Iuang Prabang,
Yientiane, Thakhek, Savannakhet to Pakse in the south. Those towns located
in non-Lao areas such as Sam Neva, YPhong Saly, Nam Tha, Xieng Knouang and
Attopeu are all distinctly of secondary importance. The only town that
does not fit into this clearly marked dichotomy is Sayaboury, but-the river
town of Pak lay 1s almost as large even though it lacks the administrative
apparatus of a provincial capital. French administrators have, of course,
strongly influenced the development of these towns and they are largely
responsible for the creation of Thakhek and Savannakhet.

Within the last thirty years wost of these towns have about doubled,
approxivating the increase in the population of laos as a whole (Tables 50
and 51). Vientiane, which hes approximately quadrupled, is the outstanding
exception. In this case it is apparent that wost cf the growth has occurred
since the end of the Second World War and the emergence of Iz2cos as a nation.
The large scale American aid program, by encouraging urban businesses and
subsidizing the growth of government bureaus, the army and police, has
greatly contributed to the growth of Vientiane and other towns as well.

Hot too surprisingly Iuang Prabang was the mwost significant town in laos
at the beginning of the century when it was more than twice the size of
Vientiane. If instead of the Census Bureau's estimate of 11,000, we accept
the figure of 7,596 (subsequently obtained by the provincial office of this
bureau in the royal capital) » 1t sppears that its population has remained
remarkably stable during the last half century. This cannot be said for
towns such as Xieng Khouang, Savannakhet and Saravene, vwhich have grown
from villages, in souwe cases increasing more than twenty-fold. In Teble 51
we note that with the exception of Vientiane the towns in the other two
vrovinees for vhich coumparable figures are available appeared to have in-
creased at a somewhat slower rate than the population as a whole.

The ethnic composition of the towns is clearly shown in Table 58.33

The most outstanding fact emerging from these tables is that the towns of
Izos are predominantly non-Izo in ethnic composition, an exception being
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Inang Prebang where 61 percent were I2o in 19%3. But if the predominantly
rural areas usually included within the towvn limits were excluded, it is
likely that the percentage of Iao would fall even lower. In any case,

in 1943 approximately 30 percent of the Murban™ population (in terms of
the towns listed in Teble 58) was Izo, the remainder being predominently
Vietnamzee and Chinese. Wheon comparing the growth of the Chinese and .
Vietnamese commumities between 1921 end 1943 with the increase in the
population of Izos &s a whole, we fird sows impressive differences. In
thece 22 years the population of the country as a whole did not guite
double according to the official figures, yet the population of the
Chinese increased from epproximately 500 to 4,000, or by a factor of 8,
while the Vietnamsse increased from soms 4,100 to 30,700, or wore then

7 times. The total gain was approximately 30,000 for both groups during
this period. This population alons is elmost sufficient to account for
the total growth of the major towns durizg rart of this porled ss3 given
in Teble 50. Although not all of theoee people cetiled in the major towns
it is pafe to assume that most of them did; since the Chincse came
principally as merchants, petly traders and in som2 cases as coolies,
while the Vietnamese came as craftswmen, gardeners, end mny were recruited
by the French to serve as technicians end sdzinistrators of various kinds.

stween 1943 and 1959 & number of important changes have occurred,
but unfortunately statistics for comparison ere not availsble. We must
attempt to ascertain the situstion indirectly. Awmong the more significant
has been the departure of a large number of Vietramsse, particularly those
who were in government service, since Isos gained her independence. As
colonial administrators the Vietnamese were very much resented by the I=o.
This feeling has & strong traditioral basis;, since the Iao both fear and
distrust the wore aggressive Vietnamsse. Others who worked as truck-
gerdeners in the area of Vientiane also left. A pumber of them were
Cetholics and the deserted churches in some of the villages avound Vien-
tiane testify to this fact. It should be noted, however, that this loss
was not a total one, since a number stayed on. Also, with the recent
grouih of Vientiene a number of Vietnamese have emigrated froam overcrowded
Seipen end set up smell businesses or found jobs in the various service
trodes. In 1957 approximately 120 more Vietnamese were entering Iaos each
month than were leaving, so _that one could estimate the anmual increase by
immigration at about 1,500.

The situation for the Chinese is somewhat different sinces, unlike
the Vietnamese, they were pot involved in the goverament. They prospered
greatly in commerce, as the increase in their population attests. Accord-
ing to Table 58 there wes an increase of over seven-fold in the Chinese
population in the sixteen years between 1943 and 1959, or proportionately
equivalent to the increase which had taken place in the preceding 31 years.
Beycnd doubt the Chinese population did increase but it would be unwise to
give to these figures an absoluteness they do not merit. Many Chinese
nigrated to laocs after World War II. They came frcam a number of pleces
for a variety of reasons. First, a significant number of soldiers and
officers of the Chinese Nationalist Army crossed over into Iaos from Yunnan
after the occupation of that area by the Communists. Many of these men
settled in verious towns particularly in the north, established businssses
and often married Imo vomen, since there were few eligible Chinese. Another
source of Chinese immigrants has been the cities of Hong Fong, Saigon and
Bangkok. Many of them were attracted to Izos by the lure of profits to
be made as a result of the comu:rcial boom indirectly fostered by the
American aid prograuw. Although easy money was no longer to be made in
1959 aud 1960 as it was in 1956 and 1557, many of them have stayed on.

Tables 59-G0 provide further information on the Chinese and Viet-
namese., It should be noted that In 1953 Izos hed not yet assumed de facto
control of her own aduinistration, so that many Vietnawese probably left
after that date., Today Vientiane rewains an important center for both
groups, and the Vietnamese as well as Chinese communities in towns such
as Pakse and Savancekhet are still strong. One of the difficulties in
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evaluating Table 61 is that the Chinese end Vietnamese commmities37 are
compoced not only of foreiga bora individuals, but also of many people
who were hog in Isos. This fact i3 not made evident in the official
statistics. :

Fhe Indisn populstion, composced wostly of cloth merchants, hes
grown from 6 individuals in 1912 %o com2 957 in 1958. French end Americans
also figure sprrecisbly in tha Izo uThan population. It was estimted that
in 1959 there vere epproximately 8,0C0 FPrenchmen in Izos, Presussbly this
included the military garrieon stetioned et the Seno base. _Iarges nunhers
of Frenchman esrve es uilitery end civilien advicors fo the govermment
in verious parts of Izos, end thers ers aleo vany busipnescmen. Iike the
Chinece, Frenchmon in this category ccen $o have increazed in reeent years.

- Without a dovbt there ere more Fronch now in I=zos thon et the times 1t was
a colony. In 1912, for example, thore were caly 225 French citizens in
the whole country, cnd ia 1937, 574 (th> only crccpiion to this statement
“being the time of the Indochina Wer, then large murhers of Fronch troops
were fighting in Iaos). 3

As to the Armericans, except for a fev dozen missionaries, almost
all of them work for the American government in ome of its aid or informa-
tion programs. A reasoncble estimate would be 500 including families.

In addition there are a few hundred Filipinos who work in the Amarican
eild program, as well as a number engsged in an independent rural medical
program called Opsration Brotherhood. BEoth the Americens and Filipinos
are new elexwenis in the ethnic mosaic of I=208 which did not exist as
recently as ten years ago.

If one were %o approach the gquestion of Iso urban population
composition on a formal statistical basls; this might well be the end of
the discussica, but it would heve overlooked ope of the most crucial
groups, which does not_appear at all in ths official French statistics
in any meaningful way. These are the Thal and Thai-Iao from the .north-
east provinces of Thailand. The French were interested in ewmphasizing
the integration of I=os with the other provinces of Indochina bordesring
on Iaos. Although some migration statistics do exist they are cbviously
not very reliable in a country with only a small nurber of poorly supervised
custom posts and an easily pavigable river seperating the two countries for
much of their common border, particularly in tus wost populous :eg:lons."o

It is necessary %o defire our terms, for the distinctions between
the Imo and the Thai-lzo are not readily appareat. First it skould be
noted that a number of Thai businessmen from Pangkok have come to Vien-
tiane in recent years, ‘2s have a purber of students seeking jobs, but
they are certzinly a small mincrity compsred to the Chinese or Vietnomese.
Excluded from our consideration are the crossings of villagers who live
on opposite sides of the lMzkong and exchange produce. Also excluded are
the many Iao (elites as well as pemsants) who have left their country for
an education, job or business venture in Thailand and later returned.
What we ere particularly interested in is the large scale migraticns,
often of a temporary rature, of farcers and coolies from the poor and
overpopulated lortheast Thailand to the towns of I=os bordering on the
Ma! s particulerly to Vientisne. Here most of the samlaw drivers amd
coolies engaged in construction work (both te=n and women) are from the
other side of the river. It is estimzted that in 1959 there were 5,000
samlaws in all of Iz2os, of which a majority were probebly operated by

_ Bortheast Thai-I=so, who also monopolized this trade in Dangkok before it
was banned there. In addition, many coms to work in the villages around
Vientiane particularly at planting and harvest time.

Of equal importance is the cuvltural impact the Thai have had on
ihe towns of Iaos; although there is a strong French influence in the
public buildings and administrative organizatioa, as well as oa the view-
point of the educated classes, Thai culiure is felt wore strongly by the
lover classes in terms of items such as wmovies, mass circulation newspapers
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end wagazines (most of the migrants from the Northeast sre literate). It
is possible that the situvation in I=os may be wnigue, at least in degree:
that is, the indigenous population is poorly remrceented in the towms,
the only people of Imos living in thea being the Iso officials and some -
merchanis and craftswen. '

Hith the exzcsption of Xieng Ehouang where a few 20 have settled
in the towns, the non-Izo trikal psoplss do not live in the towms. A
partial exception are the Hum who comz to work a3 coolies in towns such
a3 Isang Frebang but vseally return to their own villeges in a few months.
Convercely there are, however, come Chincca morchents scattsred in certsin
of the larger Iso villages in the countryoilds. ) .

Ace Btructure

Although w2 heve previously irdicated the severe limitstions of
Iao end Freach colonial stotistics regording the totsl popnlation epd ita
ethnic composition, an even worce citustion exists with regovd to statistics
relating o birth end mortality. Although the Tnited Fotions Economie
Cormission for Asia end the Far East has publiched a set of figures (see
Tables 46-48), the sources on which they are baced are wnknoun, and in any
cage not available to the Iao Dureau of Siatistics, nor published in any
French periodicals. Pietrantond (1953:23) concludes that those figures
which were collected by the French sdministration on satality. ard wortality
ere not of any scholarly use.

A comewhat better situstion exists with regard to materials on the
age structure of ths Izos population, but here too there are severe dis-
crepancies in many government reports. Trez= appears to be a tendency in
many cases to virtually ignore the group over 60 and to underestimate the
nucker of people wuder 15. Table %3 brings together material bearing on
the izo from diverse sources in both rural Thallend and Izos which shows
a great deal of consistency In a comparative scmes. Table 41 shows the
close comparability of the data cbtaiped by Pietrantoni for 2ll of I=os
in 1943 and the figures obiained from Iso government sources for 1957.
The data from the Kha and the lzo-Yao groups are less esatiefying. It
does not appsar logical to atiribute the widely varying differences for
the tribal groups to different demographic features, although these may
exist, bul ratber to census difficulties. On the vhole it is reasonable
to assuma, that they would be less coopsrative. It is aquite pessible that
these groups have a higher infant moriality rate and =2 shorter life .span
than the I=o, but oca the basis of the availsble data we would not be
Justified in coping to any firm conclusions. There appesrs to be less
reason to doubt the data in T=ble 43A since this was cbtained from the
records of the local Chinese commumnity. The relatively small number of
wvomen and of people over 60 sesms to be & natural comssgusnce of an im-
migrant commnity composed chiefly of males, which established itself in
the area during the past few decadss. In general, the structure of the
I2o population conforms to the egs rotterm commcm te the whole area of
Southeast Asia (Toble 45). The warked larger population under 15 and the
smaller proporticn of people over 60 sre rathsr striking when contrasted
with industri:"ized countries like Frunce, the Talted Ststes and even Japan.

As = €in2]l note, it can be 2d2=2d that on the basis of the availsble
information there does ot appear to be any consistent differences in family
size between rural end urben arezs (Table 57). There are, howsver, important
differences between ethnic groups, with the Yso and Black Tal having larger
household groups than the Izo (T=bles 53-55).

o
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POOTNOTES

Some obcervers prefer to divide the year into three seasons: summer
from March through June, the rainy scason from July through October
and winter from Hovember through February. :

Iafont (19593 9,11).
Reinach (19013 ©2-93).

Onzs vas plenned within the next few years, "if sufficient funds are
availeble,” but the Iso governmeunt is lergely dependsnt on cutside aid
and & census as cuch does not eppsar to hova a very high priority. With
the present eivil wor it appoars wnlikely that eny progroa of this sort
will be undertoken in the nsar future.

The Iso do not place eny great emphasis on ezact rocords. The cheotie
condition of officisl I20 records is in ypart a result of a lack of
technicel facilities end in part a lack of interest in precice detall.
An aspect of this attitude is that moot Izo officials are extremely
generous in making evaileble those records they do possess.

Referring to the Eba, one investigator states, "There is no system of
counting. If you vent to know how many wen there are in the village,
the head man goes around with a bamboo stick, breaking cne knot for

each person met, and gives you the knots to count. There is no record
of births. Thelr children were born ‘vwhen there was prosperity that
year, when the tree wes planted® end eo on. /A schoolteacher, when
asked for the birthdates of his children, -siuply named dates in a series,
made up in order to have something for the school record.” Jumsai

(1959: 20). ' =

"Ia Population du Imos de 19127, 1945, Bulletin de la Eociete des Etudes
Indochinoises, K. S. Tome XXVIII, Ho. 1, 1953.

Pietrantoni (1957: 226-28).

It should be emphasized that these groupings are epproximete, and that
these tables represent only & summary. ©Ope of the greatest difficulties
in attempting to identify the various ethnic groups in ILacs lies in the
fact that they ere known by a great varieiy of nemes, different omes
often used in French, English and Chinese eources while often there

are additicnal Siamese and Iao n=mss for these people as well as names
by which these groups refer to themselves. 'ileco" 18 used by the Iso
and the French, "!iso" is usvally found in Chinese and English lsngusge
sources, and some lieo groups refer to themselves as "thng"” or "Hong.®
In the case of a najor tribal Tai group we have Black Tai, Tai Hoir,

or Tai Dam, English, Frezch end Iao versions of the same pame. Several
attempts are wede to summarize the available information (Tebles 21, 65,
TT, T9)s but in most cazes the availsble sources are based on inadequate
information. The best attempt to date Las been made by John F. Egbree
and William L, Thomas in Ethnic (froups of Forthern Southeast Asia (Yale
University, Southeast Asis Stuiies, liew iaven, 1950). It cannot be too
strongly emphagized that Izos, despite the work of French ethmographers,
remains one of the wmost poorly known areas of the world from the point
of view of ethnography.

The distinction in spelling is axbitrarily established here for purposes
of clarification.

This system of classification also appears to reflect the desire of

lzo government to spread Iso culture and civilization (principally as
reflectad in language and religion), tendencies which seem to have been
encouraged by certain French colenlal administrators who used lao officials
to oversee Iha groups. £An excellent example is provided by the Kingdom

of Luang Prabang vhich was a semi-autoncumous arsa during the French

-16 -
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FOOTHOTES

{Continued)

pericd. One French writer remarked, “When the Cormissioner assumes

his office [in Imang Probengl, he guickly learns that he has to ad-
minister not only the I=o but.alco the In, Tai Neua, Tal Dam, Tal Houn, .
Eu, Iozst, Ebo, Iantens, Hoe, IR0, Iao, Io, Fhoutal, Chinsse, Vietnemess,
and Indians.”

Although this is true of Inos, these divisicns ere pot ixrcwversible --
in:artaofﬁhinathel..o 11?3 mmvsucultimte irrigatedriee,

k’usewa, Vol. 32, IIo. 1, 1947. L*i enfeion .tn his EPL_'J{;!._‘: to HWilkeln
Credner's Culiurel erd Coorrariical Qbooruntions [T2ds in ths Told ('..'m,.ﬁ)_
Repion (Siem Eociety, 1935). p. 19, cit=s ths coce of the Izo Cong (= %aal
gmupi of Fetchsburl who & little over a hundred years ego wers living

on the plateaun of Xieng houvzng fyom whare tley were degporteld 23 priscnsrs-
of-war by the Siamecz to Soutbhern Siom. In czriain cases i2o0, Y20 and
Khmu are also settling in the walleys of Iacs inn"pon»e‘homl..rn
economic drives.

The Kingdom of Inong Probang is said o havr been founded im 1353 by Fa
Hgum (D. G. E. Hall, A History of South-Eart Asia, H. Y., 1958, p. 207).

Ivata speaks of 12 subdivisions including the Thai Souei, T{h?)ai Heua,
Thai Fous, Thai Pouan, Tai Deng, Thal Dai. Thai Fovan, Thzi Forong, Thai
Et, Thai Soun, Thai 0, Thai Sot Beu, T(h?jai Heuva and Tei Deng. These sub-
divisions are indicative of minor dialect s/oristions end also tend to in-
dicate the place of origin such 2s Xieng 'housng or Sam Neua (Table 18).
There also appear to be soms minor differrmces in customs. Generally
speaking there does not seem to be resiri:iiocns on inter-warriage and

in wany cases the I=20 are not even sure 'rom which group they have
originated. As they ccme wore into cont:ct with the towns these minor
variations among the Thai-I=so becouwe .es: significant.

In Iso Dam' 15 black, Kao white and Deng ied.

Roux (1954: 364). :

Seidenfaden (1958: 24-25).

Hang-Seng (19%9: 1) identifies them in tl.cce different groups..

Foux (195k: 301-2).

This settlement, about 40 miles north of Vientiane and also known by its
French name of Ritaville, eppsars to be tie couthernmost extension of the
Leo. It is only a few decades old.

According to the French scholar Andre Fraisse there have been Yao in
northern Iaos for three or four centuries while the Izo have come less

than a century ago.

This is true in Theiland where the I20 reresent & minority of inferior
social status and the sbove statemsnt cle:.ly chows the governmeni's policy
of emphasizing theoretical umity and equaliiy. In Isos the term I=o los
prestige associations.

Eany of the older men in the Inang Frebarg srsa today are tatiooed in this
fashion, and in the villages even soms of the younger men, but in general
the custom appears to be dying out. FKhmu are also tattooced.

They are descendants of Iso from Vientian: who were taken to Thailand after
the destruction of the Inompitalbyan,nmdmgﬁnimeaﬂyintbe
15th century.
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FOOTNOTES
(Continued)

Regarding the linguistic problems of a Bangkok Thai in Iaos, Jumsai

(1959: 15) writes, ..."It is not difficult for a I=o from the capital

to understend the talking end writing of these [Tai] tribea. The -

language is elzo akin to the Thai of Zangkok, sc thet after a few days' |
stay with each tribe getting wy ears uwoed to a different kind of pro- :
nunciation end certain distinctive words locally used, it offers me no I
difficulty to undsrstond them. The writing of each special tribe nceds |
cpacial study, but afier scme times onz can decipher them, since the

system of alrhabets is everywhere the camz, although different styles

of wvriting have dsvelopsd over the centuriecs. With the Ino language

onz can go almest everywhere because although other groups 4o not speak

Iao, their leaders have learmed the language through continual contects

with the Izo psople of ihe plains.”

The official Thai governrsnt kandbook previously referred to contains '
the following description of the Khmu (1957: 23):

"This race has its headquerters to the east of the Mae FKhong
[12zkong] in the Inang Prebeng Province. Numbers of them
come over every year to work in the tesk forests and some
of them settle in the country.

"In the north of Kanchanaburi Province there are a few Kemuk
[Bhwm] villages. These people say they originally came from
ILnong Prabang, but it is not unlikely they were brought as
prisoners-of-war. Eome of them s5till spsak their own language,
but in dress and customs they conform to their neighbours.

“The Kemuk are also found in Horthesstern Thailand....They
are not indigenous there but were originally brought to
ithese places by Burmese slave traders sbout half a century
ago.”

This is also true of wany Kha groups in soutbern laos, such as the 88
in the region of Thakhek, who were moved across the Mekong by the Thail
for political reasons in a forced migration.

The Black Tei provide a wmodern example of the fact that even today the
peoples of Iaos are still on the move for reasons similar to those that
have caused their migrations in the past -- economics and warfare. dJust
&s the I=o from Vientiane area were deported to Thailand a little over a
century age so Black Tai refugees originating in Dien Bien FPhu from the
Indochina War have settled on the outskhivrts of Iuang Prabang and Vientilane.
In from Yunnan have sought refuge in HNam Tha Frovince just as a century

or so before some of their forefathers migrated south to Iuang Prabang
Province.

The three Yeo villages that Iwata investigated in the area of Vang Vieng
are estimated to be 1%, 20 end 50 y=ars old respectively.

The Commmists have stressed education of these groups,and in 1960 it
wvas estizated that 8.2} of all students in the Democratic Repubiic of
Vietnam (Horth Vietnam) were of minority nstionalities. Although this
figure is smaller then their proportion in the total population (1%.3)
it is still very significant and appears to represent & great incresse.
Treditioral trade patterns are slso important. In 1960 during the
Souvanna Phouma "neutralist® government's tenure an agrcement was
negotiated with the DRV oz border exchanges, a development of some
irportance since the same ethnic groups live on both sides of the
political boundary. There were road connections in the colonial period.

Here the Ino were only &} of the total population in 1930 -- the majority
(56%) were Kna.
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roozuoTESs

{Contimed)

In 1956 on2 Iso governmoent source estimated that Vientiase Provincs
contained ebout 600 Y=o, 4,000 I20 and 2,500 Kha, This would reduce
the ethniec Iso to sbout $5 percent.
(P‘l..m @2 Davelormant Economiane et Social, Boyaume du Ia.os"i'ient:l.am,

: 9-11).
M’ op. cito’ P- 1&5. & =
An erticle in the Iew York Times cuoting the Yuonan “Jikpao” siates that

Chin=ce sctilers bave bogum & Inrge-zcale migration into Yumnancsee aveas
bordering on Dorth Vietzom, Ines end Burma. ZSngrozimately 18,000 migtents
from Hunon ere incluisd in this eove with additional tens of thouscnds
ezpacizd to follow Guring the na=t few years. According to precent plsns
the totel maoy reach 100,000, The £irst errivals were sent o state farus
in the Tal autoncmous erca on the Izo boxdsr and to the B=d River Valisy
near Vietnom., v villeges ere caid to have beer estcblishsd and roods

“built. Tillwen Buwdin, Doy Tork Tices, Jamuory 21, 1960.

Xieng Ehousng might psrhaps be includsd. That is, these provinecial
capitals are distinguished frcm the otheors by the Iso government in
that they esch contain certain government fecilities not present in the
other s)!.dministrathe centers, e.g. & havpital and college {Junior Eigh
School).

COther factors being equal it appears rcasonsble to assume that the figures
for the urben populations end their composition are wore accurate than the
statistics for rural areas.

Obviouzly this situation has changesd vith the Civil Wer ia 1950-1651, and
the periial destruction of Vientisne, although to what extent it is
d."l.fficult to know.

In many of the larger towns both groups have their own adminisirative

" organizations and the Chinese have their own system of private schools

in towns such as Iuang Prsbang, Vientiane and Pakse.

There bas doubtless been some attrition of these communities over the
years &s souwe of the offspring of mized Isc-Chinese or Izo-Vietnzmese
marrizges have merged into the gensxral urban Iao populetion. Schooling
secus a key factor here; those who study in the Chinese scheols remain
in the Chinese community.

One Thei is recorded as living in I=os in 1512.
In 1957 it was estimated that sbout 27C0 Thai 2 month were entering Isos,

and an almos;: egual number departing. (Bulletin Statistioue du Isos, 1958,
Fo. h‘, B- <0).

Hote: This paper is an expansion and revision of data that originally
appeared in the author's, Aspscts of Village Life and Culiture
Change in Isos (Council on Economic and Cultural Affairs, H.Y.,
August 1958), Chapter One. Sumzary information is contained in
the ha.ndbook, Iaos, its psople, its society, its culture {ERAF
Press, New Haven, 1960], Chapters 3 and 4, prepared. in con-
sultatior vith the author.
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