
University of Massachusetts Amherst
ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst

Emeritus Faculty Author Gallery

1978

Structure and Sacring: The Systematic Kingdom in
Chrétien's 'Erec et Enide'
Donald Maddox
University of Massachusetts - Amherst, maddox@frital.umass.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umass.edu/emeritus_sw

Part of the Comparative Literature Commons, French and Francophone Language and Literature
Commons, and the Medieval Studies Commons

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst. It has been accepted for inclusion in Emeritus Faculty Author
Gallery by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst. For more information, please contact scholarworks@library.umass.edu.

Maddox, Donald, "Structure and Sacring: The Systematic Kingdom in Chrétien's 'Erec et Enide'" (1978). Emeritus Faculty Author
Gallery. 125.
Retrieved from https://scholarworks.umass.edu/emeritus_sw/125

https://scholarworks.umass.edu?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Femeritus_sw%2F125&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.umass.edu/emeritus_sw?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Femeritus_sw%2F125&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.umass.edu/emeritus_sw?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Femeritus_sw%2F125&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/454?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Femeritus_sw%2F125&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/463?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Femeritus_sw%2F125&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/463?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Femeritus_sw%2F125&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/480?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Femeritus_sw%2F125&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.umass.edu/emeritus_sw/125?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Femeritus_sw%2F125&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarworks@library.umass.edu


FRENCH FORUM MONOGRAPHS 

8 

Editors R.C. LA CHARITE and V.A. LA CHARITE 

Publication of this book was made possible by a special fund 
created by ChanceIlor Abram L. Sachar, first President of 
Brandeis University, to assist in the dissemination of scholarly 
works. 

STRUCTURE AND SACRING 

THE SYSTEMATIC KINGDOM IN CHRETIEN'S 

EREC ET ENIDE 

by 

DONALD MADDOX 


FRENCH FORUM, PUBLISHERS 

LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY 




Structure and Sacring: 

The Systematic Kingdom in Chretien's 'Erec et Enide' 


[French Forunl Monographs 8] 

French Forum Publishers, 1978 

In this multifocal reading of Erec et Enide by Chretien de Troyes, I consider recurrent thematic, 
structural, and stylistic patterns in Chretien's earliest-known narrative in order to show that in his 
first major work the author was cultivating both a medium and a public for vernacular romance. 
The emphasis is ultimately on what could be called the "anthropology" of medieval narrative, in 
order to develop a comprehensive understanding of a culturally complex literary work of the later 
twelfth century. 



:of inspiration. 
lof st. John's 
he manuscript, 
bfessor Rupert 
vhose editorial 
i Sara, herself a 
tlTCe of provoc­
ient generously 

CONTENTS 


11 

I. PROLOGUE AND PROLEGOMENA: 
THE ONTOLOGY OF A COURTLY TEXT 

14 

II. MYTHOPOEIC ROMANCE: TOWARD AN 
OF INSTRUCTIVE NARRATIVE 

25 

Ill. SEGMENTAL READING: 
THE STRUCTURE OF CONTENT 

41 

IV. CENTRIPETAL READING: 
A HIERARCHY OF STRUCTURES 

73 

V. CENTRIFUGAL READING: 
STRUCTURE AND SACRING 

120 

CONCLUSION: THE NATURE OF NARRATIVE 
IN ETENIDE 

177 

NOTES 189 

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 216 


	University of Massachusetts Amherst
	ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst
	1978

	Structure and Sacring: The Systematic Kingdom in Chrétien's 'Erec et Enide'
	Donald Maddox

	Untitled.PDF.pdf
	Untitled.PDF.pdf
	Untitled.PDF.pdf

