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Columns

Personalities in
Polymer Science

Honaring Prafessor Onogl on his
TTih Birthdoy* [Kijyu]

Shigehary Onogl

Shigeharu Onogl has been. {or many
yeurs, imterested in rheslogical proper-
thes of pailviser solutlois, mels aid o
swspensions and the rheo-aptical
pragerthes of coystalline polymers, Pos
decnies he was the leading fgore in this
Feeledl st omly (n Jopan bol e wis ol
well recogmzed mtermmsmnlily

Shigebany, or “Thmnia™, o8 he is often
called by libs Gifends, Onogs was bon on
October 21, 1920 in Kumasogun, Kyolo
Paebecture, 1700 ki oitlwest of Kyolo as
the second son of Kinzaburo and Kuni
Ornjt whin Hael 7 chiibalrei

Denms and his family moved doring
bis wimitls imal he changesd the elemeniary
wehionl ihree times, The Onogis fmally
weltbed i Kyirlor ity i 1938 el young
Slibgehary entered the Prefectural
Momoyzma Middie Schoal followed by
ihe corresponding High Schonl. At
graduation he registered wl the Kyoto
College ol Technobogy, ihe predecessor of
the present Kyot Enstiite of Techmology
from which he grodusted in 141, He wos
them admitted 1o Kyoto  Imperial
Limiversity in 1948 Dennis was sebacted
apd became o special siudent at the
Cerachite School unbd [k, This was the
thme ol restructuring o the Japanose

"oy the sigradic e ol nlwc.ql N Hiwlisknves,
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schionl syssem afier the seconil worls war,
especially the Japancse Universaty system;
im V94T the Kyoto Dimperial Llmivorsiny
was renamed Kvoto Limiversigy, Do 1947,
Shigehnm Onogl wis appomied Lectorer
ol the Faculty of Enginecring o Ky ol
Universily, nad im 1950 he became
Mssiviate Professon of Kyoio Univarsity,
I TUSH b rocesvieel hais dosctaral dl.'gll."l‘.‘ (511
Emgineering | Kopake:Hkushi )

Like meany ambioas young people of
e time, he decided 1o go abrogd o
lwiither his scientific knowledgs apd
Irowaden hie personil horieos, He applicd
lor amd received permissen from Ksisio
University o stucly abrood, Denmis clhise
i e g the LIS, o worke wily Richard 5,
Kiein a1 the University of Mzsachuseis.

Alter s meturm o Ryoso, Shigelarm
Omogi was appaimted Professor of Ky oo
Limpversity: he was pssocialed with Ky
Universily. for &0 years, seived
19751977 us University Councillor and
biccajig, I'l'l.lhl 90T b 1R (ke th':!dLl.I
of the Envaronmental Presereation Cender,
I 1984 be retired from Kvesto Lniveesily
as an Emersius Prodessor,

After his retirement [ron Kyolo
University sn 1982 Shigehars Onagi
bojpam his secoml mojor career and
wecepied o position s President ol Maisie
iNationaly College of Techmnology in
Matsoe, o Sheimnne Prefecien:. He seived
il (his imleresting amd amportant posiion
low § years, reciresd again im 1989 and s
aow il an Emeritis Professor of Matsue
College of Techadogy

"Dennis” Onoge hos an anusually
pleasing personality, is an excellent
teacher, amd selecied darly in lbls life 4
sciemific caneer im o fichl thal was highly
i demand As g conseguence e wis
imvited by many aimpertint Lneversitics in
Pt I Dadielienn om0 Chuest Proleisor
1972 ot e Uiniversiny of Tokyvo (Facalty
of Engineciing), 980 o Mogoya
Upiversity {Faculiy of Englscering). | 980
at Kvushu University (Faculty of
Engineeringl, 1959 @ the Kyvio Instieiie
of Techpology, from 1963 1w 1965 al the
Faculty of Agricultire, Kyoin Universiiy,
i L9700 ar awe Faculty of Science; Ryoln
Uiiiversigy, and froni 1972 o 1973 al the
College of Lilseral Arts, Kyobi University.

Diher Guest Prodessasshigs Dennis
lethd i Bapare bclaide; 1900 o O0kaymma
Universily (Faculty of Edgineering) in
C¥kaymang Prefeetsnd, G 1960 e Rk

al Yumpgata Universily (Pacully of
Engineering ) dil Yokerawh, Yamagaty
Prefectane, foom |90 o 1973 at Fukui
Unavessaty, sl from 1967 w1973 the
Yonapo College of Technology in
Yoo, Tota Prefeciure.

Ton iy ovite’s surprise. Shigehan Cnogi
eld sl o pomber of Influeniol saional
posilions: mos importantdy, rom FE] Go
TS be wis o Member of e Selenee
Comncil of Japan,

From PSS me 19950 bo wis & Memlwr
ol the Comnetl af e Natosnal Commmiies:
o Theoretical and Applied Mechanics
(Chadrman ol the Subcamnuliee on
Bheology), sl frome 1976 o 1993 he was
i Jugrenese Dekegate 1o the ntemnstbonal
Commitne o Ricology

Shigelan Cnogi is o highly reganded
schentist nmd for nearly 3 decades was ihe
most prominent rheologise in Japan;
coimegueintly be held i miber of natlonal
elective vffices in scientilie sacicties
Frewn 1970 1 10T e was Vies Piesiident
of the Chemcal Society ol Japan, [rosn
BUTA s DUT0 onad g froe 1953 0 1955
he was President ol the Socieiy of
Rlwology. Fapam, wind in 1991, be wias
elected Honmury Member of the Socicrny
of Rheology of Japan. Not only wos
Ol fnvolved i iliealogy, bl Be lias
alwavs been inieresied in oand has
coitiibuted slgmilicuntly tn Materiils
Science, In 1991 Dennis became an
Honerary Member of the Society ol
Muoteriks Science, Jupien,

Omogi's research interests focussed oo
rhea-opilenl properies of civialline
polymers, thealogy sad theo-oplics of
lnagiaddd coynindy, (heoluglcil propertics ol
polymee solutions and melis, and rheelopgy
ol s T, Hq"l,-ulkl litw '||1|"|.'I.1||II.IL‘1 e
became interesied in materials propertics.
T his work on how matersls progerfies
could be oplimized usimg  proper
unaderstaniling of theology of mntenals b
mpplbed Bl komowledge b ibie Dillesi exient,

A mich lepacy of scientific papers has
resulied froan oo’ s sescarch seiivitles:
whisut 225 scwenbifse papers, 10 books, asd
b bk chapiens. Depmis Onogl was (e
exliwor of the Palsmer Symposia No, |5
S Napan Senvnar on Polymer Plivsics™,
the Proceedings of e Tilh Imemational
Congress on Rheology, Vol [-d, in
PUGK-| 90, 1the Progress (o Polyoer
Science. Japum, Yol 1-2 in 1971, aod Yol
fa, im B33,
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For his seientific amd personal |

suvvanphiduments, Onosi s dovoraled i
1990 with the Sevomd Onder of the Sacrel
Teewpee (ZUTIIOSING, be received, i
Py, e Awanld of the wal Socicty
of Japan, im 1954 the Disliaguished
Awatd of the Saoiety of Polymier Soieace,
Japan, and In 19EG the Awand of the
ety o Mhowdogy

len D90E Nowpehatw paarried b
former Yoshilo Tsiaka of Kyota, They
tave (hiee chilldren ¥sohora, Toshiyubi
and Shoko and & prandetildnen,

Thite siticle was prepmed by O1ko
Vogl** and Mevaokl Telahsshi,
Department of Polymer Science and
Enginedring, Kyota lmstlinie  of
Technology, Mut::uuti. Sukyo-ki,
Kyoan #ies, Japan and Tanhiro Masuda,
Department of Matenial Chemsiatry,
Kyoeo Usiveruay, Sakyo-be. Kyeto (06,

= Pormrsnat sbirow Drpartmont of
Polymer Science and Engincering,
Urivgrsity of Massachanciin, Ambzil,
MAL OBON, UTRA,
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