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SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE
HOLLISTON, MASSACHUSETTS

(Source: 1990 Census Track Informaion)

Population Profile

*

Holliston has experienced very little increase in population over the past decade (less than
1%). According to 1990 census information Holliston has a population of 12,922 as
compared to that of 12,622 in 1980. The nearby towns of Hollistons have experienced
variable growth in the same decade. Hopkinton has experienced 30% increase, Millis -
12% increase, Ashland - 37% increase, Medway - 17% increase, Milford - 8% increase

and Sherborn has experienced 1.4% decreae in population.
Over 95% of the population is white.

The average age of Holliston is 33.3 which is less than the statewide average of 35.9. The
average age in the surrounding towns is similar except for Sherborn and Milford where it is
35.9 and 35.1 respectively.

The density of the town is 691 person/sq.mile which is quite less than the statewide
density of 767.6 person/square mile. This shows that there is still a room for growth in the
town. The density in the surrounding towns varies widely. The densities in the different
towns in persons/sq.mile are: Hopkinton - 346 person/square mile, Milford - 1736.7
person/square mile, Sherborn - 250 person/square mile, Ashland - 969.5 person/square
mile, Medway - 867 person/square mile and Millis - 626 person/square mile.

Average household size is 3.0 which is more than state average of 2.6. Average household
size in neighboring towns is similar except for Milford and Ashland where it is 2.7 and 2.6

respectively.

The percentage of people, 25 years and over with educational attainment of high school
graduate or higher is 93.7 which is quite higher than the statewide level of 80%. Also the
percentage of college graduate is much higher in Holliston ie 41.1% than that of state which
is 27.2%. Percentage of high school gradutes and college graduates is similar in
neighboring towns of Holliston except for Sherborn and Milford. In Sherborn percentage
of High school graduates and college graduates is 97.8 and 65.5 and in Milford the same is
76.7 and 23.7 respectively.
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Housing Profile.

*

According to 1990 census, there are 4413 housing units in town out of which 84% are
owner occupied and 13% are rentor occupied. The rest of the houses are vacant. In
Sherborn, Hopkinton and Medway similar percentages of houses are occupied by owners
but in Ashland and Millis 71% are occupied by owners while in Milford only 60% are
occupied are owners.

Only 20% housing was built prior to 1940 and more than 60% has been built after 1960
out of which 33% was built in the decade of 1960-1969 which shows that there was a
major development in the housing in that decade.

The median rent is $613 which is quite higher than the median rent for the state which is
$506. The median rent value varies quite significantly in the neighboring towns.
Sherborn, Ashland and Millis have higher rental medians of $725, $624, $679 respectively
while Hopkinton, Milford and Medway have lower rental medians of $507, $493, $464
respectively.

Income Profile

*

The median household income is $58,018 and average household income is $64,029 which
means that there are more people below average income mark. This income is quite higher
than statewide median income of $36,952. This income is similar to median household
income of neighboring towns except for Sherborn and Milford which have higher and
lower median incomes of $93,925 and $38,180 respectively.

The per capita income of Holliston is $21,225 which is also higher than the per capita
income of state which is $17,224. This follows the same comparitive trend as the median
household income for the neighboring towns. The Per capita income of Sherborn is
$41,614 and of Milford is $15,980.

Labor Force Profile

* In Holliston, the civilian labor force accounts for 77% of all the persons 16 years and over
as compared to statewide average of 67%. This is similar to the percentage of labor force
in the surrounding towns except in Sherborn and Milford where it is 70%.
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= The unemployment rate in Holliston was 5.3% according to 1990 census. as compared to
the statewide average of 6.7%. The unemployment rate in nearby towns is similar except
for Sherborn where it is 3.3%.

Occupational Profile

* This town has maximum number of people in professional and technical jobs whose
percentage is 26.3% closely followed by people in managerial and executive jobs at 22.7%.
There are 14.2% pople in sales jobs and 14.8% people in clerical jobs. There are 22%
people in blue collar jobs. So a major part of the population is involved in the white collar
jobs. This pattern is closely followed by the neighboring towns except in Milford. In
Milford, 19% population is in proféssinal and technical jobs, 13% is in managerial and
executive jobs, 12% in sales jobs and 18% of population is in clerical jobs. The percentage
of people in blue collar jobs is quite similar in the nearby towns.

Industrial Profile

# About 27% of the jobs in the town of Holliston are in professinal services, about 22% in
whole or retail rade and about 20% in the manufacturing sector, which is quite similar to
the percentages of these jobs in Massachusetts which are 28%, 20.3% and 18.1%
respectively. The towns of Medway, Millis and Ashland follow similar pattern.
Hopkinton and Milford have maximum jobs in manufacturing sector (23.6% & 27.2%
respectively). Sherborn has quite high percentage of jobs in professinal services which is
32.6%.

Commuting Profile
* Percent of total workers of or above 16 years of age who drove alone to work is 84%
which is much higher than state average of 72%. In the surrounding towns nearly the same

percentage of people drove alone to work.

* 7% of the population of Holliston drove to work in carpool which is less than state average
of 11%. The commuting profile of nearby towns is quite similar except in Sherborn where
only 3% people use carpool to reach their workplace.

——Fﬁ—-——__——'—_—_‘_—_._——"——__'——-——-—
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