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CHAPTER 1 
 

INTRODUCTION 

An elementary school is a staple in the community, the heart of their childhood, 

and the start of many lasting friendships. Elementary school design needs to consider that 

approximately one in five people out of the total population have direct daily interaction.1

History of School Buildings 

 

This number includes the student population, faculty, support staff, and volunteers. This 

statistic shows that a school is not only a place for students, but it becomes a place for 

everyone. 

School building design has evolved over time. The first historical development of 

school buildings can be traced back to the Hellenistic Era. During this time, churches in 

Italy, France, Germany, and England were transformed into grammar schools. During the 

Post-Civil War Era school buildings were classified as, “simply shelters in which pupils 

and teachers might come together.” They were described as taking “no account of its 

nature or various functions. The solution adopted was nothing but an addition of 

classrooms, one exactly like the others.” Finally in the twentieth century, architects 

became an integral part in school designs and became recognized as architectural works 

of art.2

The first American schoolhouses were built between 1806 to 1840, following the 

British Model. The British Model comprised of one room 50 x 100 feet. The evolution of 

 

                                                 
1 National Center for Education Statistics. (2009). Digest of Education Statistics 2008. 

Institute of Education Sciences, US Department of Education. Jessup, MD: US 
Department of Education. 

2 Ortiz, F. I. (1994). Schoolhousing: Planning and Designing Educational Facilities. 
Albany, NY, USA: State University of New York Press. 
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Hallways 

 Hallways are the passageways that allow circulation to happen throughout the 

building. They become the glue that binds the school together. They connect the various 

rooms together and acts as a buffer to other classrooms.  

 Candor's hallways can be seen in Figure 17: Candor Elementary Hallways, these 

are lined with lockers shown in Figure 18: Candor Elementary Hallway Lockers. The 

addition of enclosed lockers remove personality from the school. These lockers are tall, 

therefore they reduce the number of bulletin boards that are easily accessible to students. 

The areas of the school that do not have lockers, seem stark and hostile. This lack of 

personality hinders navigation being unable to leave any distinguishable markers.   

 Fort River's lockers are completely different than Candor's, even though they 

fulfill the same requirements. These hallways can be seen in Figure 19: Fort River 

Elementary Hallways while the lockers can be seen in Figure 20: Fort River Elementary 

Hallway Lockers. These lockers are open and wooden, however there isn't enough room 

for each individuals' items to be kept separate. Every locker is visually different and this 

change adds a personal touch to the school. The density of the lockers allow for lower 

bulletin boards. The transitional hallways are still filled with colorful artwork that helps 

generate a sense of school pride and ownership.  

 The direction of the lights overhead allow Candor to install more lights making it 

brighter, while Fort River's lights are parallel with traffic thus reducing the number of 

lights but increasing the dark feel of the school.  
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Figure 17: Candor Elementary Hallways 

SOURCE: Author. Created April 2011 
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Figure 18: Candor Elementary Hallway Lockers 

SOURCE: Author. Created April 2011 
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Figure 20: Fort River Elementary Hallway Lockers 

SOURCE: Author. Created April 2011 
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perpendicular to the board, but it acts as the separation barrier between spatial areas. This 

directs the students' eyes inward towards their peers and ahead to the board. 

 The large gathering space has a colorful rug, which can be seen Figure 59: Candor 

Elementary Large Gathering Space . This rug acts as a visual separation from other areas. 

It is located so the large gathering space presentation board is directly next to the 

teacher's desk. This compresses the space needed and utilizes the closeness to even use 

the same teacher's chair. 

 Storage is still a large issue due to the large thematic teaching materials needed 

for younger children. The same wooden student cubbies use in kindergarten for the 

students' personal belongings are now filled with clear storage containers clearly labeled 

for easy access. This helps on the extra excess clutter that was seen in the kindergarten 

rooms.  The built in storage cabinetry is built so the back wall is now one large shelf that 

centers and a computer station can be utilized. This also helps to alleviate the visual 

datum line created with overhead storage cabinets, allowing for large posters and student 

work to be posted and carry the student's sight lines upward. 

 The area felt slightly cramped but not overwhelming due to the clear organized 

different spatial areas. 

Second Grade 

 The second grade and third grade classrooms at Candor are equipped with a free 

standing wet station with both base and wall cabinetry. There is a removal of the in-class 

toilet. At this developmental stage there is no need and this creates additional classroom 

space. 
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 The counter space on the back wall is used for centers and a computer station. The 

overheard cabinets provide a great deal of storage but it is still covered with additional 

materials on top creating a lack of wall display space. 

 Sound becomes an issue due to the lack of sound absorbing materials available in 

the classroom. The square shape allows the sound vibrations to carry throughout. 

 

Figure 34: Candor Elementary Second Grade Layout 

SOURCE: Author. Created April 2011 
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Large Gathering Areas 

 

 

Figure 59: Candor Elementary Large Gathering Space 

SOURCE: Author. Created April 2011 
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Figure 74: School Contact Sheet - Page 2 

SOURCE: Author. Created March 2011 
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Figure 75: Consent Form for Principals - Page 1 

SOURCE: Author. Created March 2011 
 


