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PREFACE

The organizers of NELS 31, the thirty-first meeting of the North East Linguistic Society,

would like to thank each and everyone who participated in making the conference a
successful one. We would like to express our gratitude to the Graduate School of Arts
and Sciences and Deans Joseph Serene and Gerald Mara for financial support; the
Faculty of Languages and Linguistics and Sara Hager for their financial support; the chair
of the Department of Linguistics, Jeff Connor-Linton, for financial as well as moral
support. We thank the keynote speakers, Gennaro Chierchia, Junko Ito, and Howard
Lasnik, and also the participants of the roundtable and workshop for their great talks.

Our special thanks go to the faculty members, Ralph Fasold, Elena Herburger, Paul
Portner, Raffaella Zanuttini, and Elizabeth Zsiga, without whom this conference could
not have happened. Their input and help were immense and invaluable in every aspect.
We thank the administrative staff of the department for clerical assistance, and everyone
who participated in the organization, especially those who helped with the conference
program, packet, facility, advertisement, accommodation, T-shirt sales, book-exhibit and
web-management. The organizers of NELS 31 greatly enjoyed hosting the conference
and took pleasure in every step of it.

Lastly, we express our deep appreciation to the following linguists for reviewing

abstracts for NELS 31:
Dorit Abusch Molly Diesing John Kingston
John Alderete Edit Doron Charles Kisseberth
Joseph Aoun Stanley Dubinsky Yoshihisa Kitagawa
Marc Authier Fred Landman Hilda Koopman
Mark Baker Dave Embick Marie Labelle
Eric Bakovic Sam Epstein William Ladusaw
Andy Barss Janet Fodor William Leben
Jill Beckman Na'ama Friedmann Beth Levin
Abbas Benmamoun Naoki Fukui Jeffrey Lidz
Laura Benua Yosef Grodzinsky David Lightfoot
Alan Beretta Bruce Hayes Linda Lombardi
Nadia Biassou Heidi Harley Anoop Mahajan
Jonathan Bobaljik Randall Hendrick Alec Marantz
Hagit Borer Greg Hickok Diape Massam
Christine Brisson James Higginbotham James McCloskey
Ellen Broselow James Huang Armin Mester
Gene Buckley Elizabeth Hume Gary Milsark
Luigi Burzio Sabine Iatridou Aaron Newman
Andrew Carnie Bill Idsardi Rolf Noyer
Lisa Cheng Junko Ito David Odden
Christopher Collins Roumiana Izvorski Toshiyuki Ogihara
Stephen Crain Pauline Jacobson Barbara H. Partee
Ewa Czaykowska-Higgins Eloise Jelinek Joe Pater
Stuart Davis Kyle Jobnson Neal Pearlmutter
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Anna-Maria Di Sciullo Michael Kenstowicz  David Pesetsky

Colin Phillips Barry Schein Lisa Travis

Maria M. Pinango Carson T. Schutze Hubert Truckenbrodt
Jean-Francois Prunet Roger Schwarzschild Michael Ullman
Eduardo Raposo Peter Sells Suzanne Urbanczyk
Brenda Rapp Peggy Speas Juan Uriagereka
Lisa A. Reed ‘Dominique Sportiche  Sten Vikner

Keren Rice Karsten Steinhauer Rachel Walker
Elizabeth Ritter Donca Steriade Thomas Wasow
Tom Roeper Tim Stowell Amy Weinberg
Susanne Rothstein Anna Szabolcsi Moira Yip

Ivan Sag Cynthia Thompson James Yoon

Vieri Samek Lodovici Hoskuldur Thrainsson Karen Zagona
Beatrice Santorini Esther Torrego Maria-Luisa Zubizarreta

NELS 31 Coordinators, Miok Pak and
Takae Tsujioka, for NELS 31 Organizers at
Georgetown University

The editors thank the authors for their submissions, and Makoto Kadowaki, Mariko
Sugahara and Hosuk Yoon for their editorial assistance.

The following presenters did not submit papers for publication:

Gennaro Chierchia

Paolo Chinellato

Martin Hackl

Junko [to and Armin Mester
Darya Kavitskaya

Paul de Lacy and Caro Struijke
Mitsuhiko Ota

Liina Pylkkanen, Andrew Stringfellow, Meltem Kelepir and Alec Marantz
Sharon Rose and Rachel Walker
Laura Sabourin

Daniel Silverman

Arthur Stepanov

Carol Tenny

Minjoo Kim and Uri Strauss
Editors

Ambherst, MA

March 2001
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A Brief History of NELS
by John Jensen and Lisa Reed

The North East Linguistic Society originally known as the New England Linguistic
Society, held its first meeting at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) on
November 7th, 8th, and 9th, 1970. The original meeting of NELS attracted not only the
expected audience from the northeastern United States, but also an unexpectedly large
number of participants from eastern Canada. For this reason, at the business meeting of
NELS 1, Professor David Lightfoot (at that time a professor of linguistics at MeGill
University) made the proposal that the conference expand the geographical range of
hosting institutions to include eastern Canada. This proposal was immediately accepted
and accounts for the change in title of the conference. Since NELS 1 in 1970, NELS has
further expanded the geographical pool of its participants, although the traditional
geographical base for hosting institutions has remained unchanged. NELS now annually
draws speakers and participants from the entire United States, Canada, and Europe. It has
been hosted by the following institutions, listed in chronological order.

NELS 1 (1970) MIT
NELS 2 (1971) McGill University
NELS 3 (1972) University of Massachusetts, Amherst
NELS 4 (1973) Brown University
NELS 5 (1974) Harvard University
NELS 6 (1975) Université du Québec & Montréal
NELS 7 (1976) MIT
NELS 8 (1977) University of Massachusetts, Amherst
NELS 9 (1978) City University of New York
NELS 10 (1979) University of Ottawa
NELS 11 (1980) Cornell University
NELS 12 (1981) MIT
NELS 13 (1982) Université du Québec 2 Montréal
NELS14 (1983) University of Massachusetts, Amherst
NELS 15 (1984) Brown University
NELS 16 (1985) McQGill University
NELS 17 (1986) MIT
NELS 18 (1987) University of Toronto
NELS 19 (1988) Cormnell University
NELS 20 (1989) University of Pittsburgh
NELS 21 (1990) Université du Québec 3 Montréal
NELS 22 (1991) University of Delaware
NELS 23 (1992) University of Ottawa
NELS 24 (1993) University of Massachusetts, Amherst
NELS 25 (1994) University of Pennsylvania
v
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NELS 26 (1995) Harvard University and MIT
NELS 27 (1996) McGill University

NELS 28 (1997) University of Toronto
NELS 29 (1998) University of Delaware
NELS 30 (1999) Rutgers University

NELS 31 (2000) Georgetown University

NELS has always been and remains the most prestigious conference in theoretical
linguistics hosted in its geographical area and it is among the most highly respected in the
filed at large. (Conferences in theoretical linguistics of comparable quality, hosted in
different geographical areas, include the Chicago Linguistic Society, the West Coast
Conference on Formal Linguistics (WCCFL), and the Generative Linguists of the Old
World (GLOW).) The papers presented at NELS are of a consistently high calibre, not
only because of the large number of abstracts received (generally over 200, form which
only 15% are selected), but also because of the anonymous reviewing procedure
employed (leading figures in the filed are asked to conduct the reviewing process). The
papers presented at NELS have appeared in published form since NELS 5, and are
frequently cited in referred journals of the field. Since NELS 11, the proceedings have
been published by the Graduate Linguistic Student Association at the University of
Massachusetts, Amherst.

From its beginning, NELS has been organized by the Linguistic graduate students
association of the hosting institution, although one or two faculty members from the
department frequently lend assistance. As a result, every effort is made by the organizing
committee to insure that a significant number of speakers are graduate students. This
tradition has been maintained principally because it provides graduate students who are
relatively new in the field with a unique opportunity to meet and discuss their work with
established researchers from other universities.
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