




knew what the man was driving. (the man had bought.)



113

AS the five-thirty flight was leaving the ground,
Diane was walking the aisles serving the passengers their
drinks. Just as she was about to hand one man his drink,
she was grabbed from behind by a young man. He told DianI
he wanted to hijack the plane. Diane recognized the
hijacker. She remembered that he was the last passenger to

board. Diane remembered that he had been carrying nothing

but a large book. She remembered thinking he probably
stopped to buy the book and almost missed the flight. Now

he was holding her tightly and demanding to speak with the

pilot. Diane told everyone to be calm and no one would get

hurt. Diane took the hijacker to the pilot. The hijacker

squeezed her arm and told her not to say a word. He told

the pilot that he wanted to go to Cuba. Diane knew the

pilot would agree to do anything that the hijacker wanted.

Diane realized he needed to ensure the safety of his

passengers and crew. He asked the hijacker to release

Diane so she could calm the passengers. Diane knew the

passengers would be upset. She told them that the hijacker

wanted to go to Cuba. She said nobody would get hurt if

everybody stayed calm. As she was talking, she noticed a

radio under the hijacker's seat. However, she decided not

to touch it. By the time the plane landed in Cuba, Diane

had calmed the passengers. When the hijacker left the
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plane, Diane told the passengers that they were no longer
in danger. The hijacker was arrested by waiting Cuban
authorities and the plane took off for Miami. Diane met
several F.B.I, agents in Miami. The agents wanted to talk
with her about the hijacking. They questioned her for

hours. They were very interested in knowing what the

hijacker had carried on the plane. (had put under his

seat .

)
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Karen had been working in the emergency room since she
had become a nurse several years ago. She loved working in

the emergency room because she found the work interesting
and she felt useful. She especially liked working on

Sundays because she could relax. Unfortunately, Karen had

plenty of work this Sunday. she had seen nine people
before she could stop for coffee. while drinking her

coffee, she watched the police bring in a young boy. She

knew he was hurt so she rushed to help him, but she was

relieved to find that only a finger was broken. Karen

carefully set it and gave him a sedative. Then she called

his parents and told them not to worry. Karen was happy to

see that the boy had fallen asleep. She went out to the

lobby and waited for the parents, knowing she would have a

long wait. The parents had told her that the drive was an

hour long. Karen sat back in a chair and hoped no more

patients would come while she waited. She was tired of

seeing injured people. She thought that most accidents

were preventable and wondered if people would ever learn to

be careful. Karen went back to check on the boy and was

glad to see that he was still sleeping. Then she went to

the kitchen to get a cup of coffee. When she returned, the

boy was awake, and asked her for a game to play while he

waited. Karen brought him one and told him to press the
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buzzer if he needed anything. Then she went out and
started to clean up the emergency room. She wanted to

straighten things up before she went off duty. Just before

she left, the boy's parents arrived and Karen told them

that everything was fine. They wanted to know whether the

boy had broken anything. (had asked for anything.)
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David had just bought his first house in a small town
near his new job. Since he didn't have much money, he had
to buy a house that was still unfinished. Every weekend,
he worked around the house and yard. One weekend David
called his friend Tom to help him paint the house. He was

afraid he would finish the front of the house before the

cold weather set in. while moving a ladder, David lost his

footing and fell, causing the ladder to fall and break a

window. David decided to leave the window and start

painting. David and Tom worked all day on the front of the

house. David figured that if the weather was good, he

could finish painting before winter came and then he could

work on the inside during the winter. David and Tom were

working fast and furiously to finish. David decided not to

stop for lunch. He stayed on his ladder and painted while

he ate a quick sandwich. By four o'clock, David had

finished the front of the house and he became confident

that he would finish the whole house before winter. David

decided to quit for the day so he and Tom cleaned up. Tom

started cleaning the brushed while David went into the

garage to put away the paint. David thought the garage

looked a little rickety and he hoped to work on it after he

finished the house. Just then, David's wife came outside.

She stopped and gave along approving look at the house.
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She told Tom it looked great and stepped back to get a

better view. She really liked the color, she turned to
Tom and asked him what broke the window. (where David had

gone .

)
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Cathy decided to go Christmas shopping for her family,

she thought that she could find presents for daughter
quickly. Her daughter was three and Cathy knew what to buy

her. She had seen an adorable dol l and had decided to buy

it. However, Cathy had no idea what to get for her

husband, and she was getting nervous. Cathy wondered why

she could never find a good present for her husband, when

she got to the mall it was crowded and she wanted to leave.

She hated shopping when the stores were so crowded. Cathy

went to a clothing store and a sporting goods store but she

didn't see anything she wanted to buy for her husband. As

she walked by a pet store, she saw a cute puppy. At once

she decided that the puppy would be the perfect gift and

went in and bought it. When she left the pet store, she

decided to postpone the rest of her shopping until the next

day. While driving home, she passed by a small bakery and

she decided to buy a pie . She knew her family would love

it. Cathy got back in her car and continued toward her

apartment. Suddenly Cathy realized she couldn't keep the

puppy in the apartment because she wanted to surprise her

husband. Cathy went upstairs to her girlfriend's apartment

and asked her friend if she could leave the puppy there

until Christmas. Cathy's friend said yes and invited her

inside for coffee. Her friend asked her what she had
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bought for her daughter. (at the bakery.)
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Nora had been living in New York for two years while
She waited for her big break as an actress. During the day
she attended acting classes and auditions, and at night she
was a waitress in a small restaurant just off Broadway.
One night several cast members from the show in the theater
down the street came in for dinner. Nora recognized one of

the women as the lead actress. she worked up enough

courage and went over to her. Nora told her that she too

was a dancer and that she was a great admirer of hers. The

woman thanked Nora and promptly gave her a ticket to her

show. Nora slipped the ticket into her pocket and went off

to fill their orders. Nora noticed that the restaurant

filled up with customers quickly and before long, she had a

line of people waiting for tables. Nora was already tired

from being in class all day but she still enjoyed her job.

Not only did it provide her with a little money, but it

also gave her a chance to meet some famous people. Nora

realized that getting acting jobs was difficult without

making connections, so she needed to meet all the

established dancers she could. Eventually, Nora saw that

the restaurant was beginning to quiet down and she started

cleaning some of the tables. She started stacking plates

on a cart to carry to the kitchen. While she was cleaning

tables, Nora found a waj^j^e_t stuck under some plates. She
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ran after the customer and returned the wallet. After the

restaurant closed, Nora sat and had a cup of coffee. She
was tired and glad she could finally sit. Nora had been
working for ten hours and she needed a break. Another

waitress joined Nora and asked her what what the famous

actress had given her. (what she had found under the

plates.

)
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AS a correspondent for United Press, Mike had often
covered revolutions in small third world countries. Mike
was presently working in a very dangerous country. The
country's military had seized power and Mike was covering

the story. He had seen people being arrested off the

streets and shot. Mike was taking pictures of a damaged

building when a pair of jeeps came to a screeching halt in

from of him. Several soldiers jumped out and grabbed him.

A small stocky officer walked up to him and informed him

that he was under arrest. Mike noticed that the officer

was a major and realized that the situation must be

serious. The military seldom sends a major on a routine

arrest. Mike was handcuffed and thrown into the back of a

jeep. Although Mike asked about the arrest, he wasn't

given any answers. It really didn't matter, he thought,

because the American Embassy would have him released. When

he arrived at the police station, however, he was thrown in

a cell without being allowed to call the embassy. Now he

really began to worry. If nobody was informed that he was

arrested, it could be weeks before anybody found him. He

sat back on his bunk and realized that he was not alone.

He saw an old man sitting on the floor smoking a cigarette

who told Mike that he was a banker . Mike learned that all

bankers were being arrested for questioning. Mike was both
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surprised and relieved when later that day an embassy
Official had him released. Mike arrived at the embassy and
was brought immediately to the ambassador who had some
rather unusual questions. He told Mike that it was very
important that he recall the rank of the arresting officer,

(the profession of his cell mate.)
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Max had been driving cab for a long time. Often he
would drive a customer to the airport, about thirty miles
away, to catch a plane. Usually he dreaded these trips
because he had to drive all the way back alone and he got
pretty bored. This time he was called to pick up a man at
a nearby hotel and drive him to the airport, when he saw
him, he was encouraged because the man was wearing an

expensive suit and Max thought he would get a good tip.

The man carried only a notebook under his arm and Max was

happy because he wouldn't have to carry any luggage. Max

tried to start a conversation with him but the man didn't

answer any of his questions so Max gave up and concentrated

on his driving. He knew this trip by heart since he had

made it so many times. Max turned on the radio to pass the

time but the man became angry and told Max to shut it off.

Max thought that if the man was angry, he wouldn't get a

tip so he shut the radio off quickly. Max noticed the

traffic was especially heavy and he decided to take a short

cut and beat the traffic. Finally, he reached the airport.

He drove to the terminal and let the fellow off. The man

gave Max a huge tip but never said a word. Max watched the

man whisper something to the porter as he entered the

airport and then Max drove back to the stand. He was

getting tired and thought he would cash out and go home.
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He
While Max was cashing out, an F.B.I, agent came in.

wanted to talk to Max so Max finished cashing out and sat
down. The agent wanted to know about the man Max had taken

to the airport. He asked Max if the man had been carrying

anything. (had spoken with anyone.)
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Charlie had been plowing the city for years and he had
never seen a worse blizzard. The storm had dropped two
feet of snow. Charlie had been plowing the roads all night
and he hadn't eaten any dinner but he did have a few coffee
breaks. Charlie had been working twenty-eight hours
straight. He was tired and worried that he would have an

accident. As Charlie entered a new street, he saw a

P^^^^^"'^" the middle of the road. The policeman told him

he was checking on a burglar alarm. Charlie hadn't seen

anything unusual but said he would look around as continued

his plowing. He didn't have time to look too carefully

though. The snow was falling hard and he'd be lucky if he

finished his streets before he went off duty. He still had

fifteen streets to go and he was only going to be driving

the plow for three more hours. Charlie started to drive

faster but was afraid he would hit something so slowed the

plow down again. The snow was coming down hard and Charlie

knew he should be careful. He had hit a parked car once

before and had missed work because of the accident. He

couldn't afford to miss any more work. He would simply do

his best and hope he could finish his assigned streets

before he went off duty in three hours. Charlie was

getting hungry and he didn't think he could last the whole

three hours without eating something. He found a banana in
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his lunch bag. it wasn't much, but it was better than
nothing. He managed to almost finish his streets by the

time he completed his shift. He had left three streets

unplowed but the snow had stopped falling and Charlie knew

somebody could plow them easily. He drove the plow into

the station and up to the gas pumps. The new driver was

already there waiting to take over. They talked for a

while about the terrible driving. The new driver asked

Charlie if he seen anyone. (if he had eaten anything.)
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Nancy had lived in a dormitory for three years and
wanted to live in an apartment for her last year at
college. Early in the summer, she found an apartment and
agreed to move in before school started. m the fall,
Nancy borrowed her father's car, packed her belongings and

headed for the apartment. During the ride, she realized
that she had forgotten her stereo. However, she decided
not to go back and get it. Nancy was excited about her new

apartment and couldn't wait to move in. She also liked the

area and thought she might live there permanently. As she

continued to drive, Nancy noticed that the streets were

beginning to become familiar. Nancy decided to stop in

town and get some things for the apartment before

unpacking. She knew she would need some cleaners because

the apartment had looked dirty. She had just reached the

center of town when a car in front of her came to a sudden

stop. Nancy slammed on her brakes and as she did,

everything in the car went flying. Nancy pulled over and

looked in the back of the car. She was disappointed to see

that her perfume has spi 1 led and hoped she would be able to

clean it all up. By the time she got to the apartment, her

roommate was already there and unpacked. Nancy was glad to

see that her roommate had already cleaned the apartment.

As she helped Nancy unload the car, she asked her what she
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Steve thought that working on the fire department had
been easy but lately, he noticed a rash of fi.es had been
Plaguing the town. Mostly, the fires were e.pty buildings
and summer cottages down by the lake. One night, steve
spotted some smoke down by the lake. By the time he got
there, a building was fully engulfed in flames. He was too

late to save the building and as the walls began to fall
away, Steve could see a boat inside. Unfortunately, he

couldn't save the boat either. By sunrise, Steve saw

nothing left but some smoking embers and some smoldering

beams. He poked around in the remains of the building to

make sure there was no chance of the fire starting to burn

again. Steve knew it had been a very dry autumn this year

and any stray spark would probably start a fire that would

burn up a good portion of the forest around the lake if it

was uncontainable. The police had also asked Steve to look

around for arson clues. Steve thought the fires were

suspicious and had wanted to investigate. He wanted to

catch the arsonist and end the rash of fires before

somebody got killed. When Steve saw that the embers had

cooled, he began digging around in the ashes.

Unfortunately, he wasn't having much success. He was able

to find an old ^j^ove but he wasn't sure if the glove was

important. By raid-morning, Steve decided that the fire was
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sufficiently out so that he could return to the fi.e
station. He was more than happy to go back. Having worked
all night, he was cold, tired, and especially hungry.
Steve decided to cook some pancakes, while cooking, one of
his buddies asked him what had burned in the building,
(what he had found in the ashes.)
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Bill had finally received three days of shore leave
when his ship docked in Boston Harbor. He was thrilled
because his grandparents lived in Boston. Bill hadn't seen
them for several years and he knew they would be happy to
see him. when he got off the ship, he called them, and
they were indeed happy to hear from him. when he arrived
at his grandparents, Bill's grandmother had a glass of beer

waiting for him. While drinking the beer. Bill talked
about his experiences since joining the navy. He had

traveled all over the Mediterranean and the Pacific. Bill

had joined the navy ten years ago and had traveled

everywhere. He loved the navy and had decide to make it

his career. The pay was good and he had learned to repair

computers so he knew he could get a good job when he got

out. Bill was in the middle of his story when his

grandmother interrupted him because she had to go shopping.

Bill decided to sit of the couch and wait for his

grandfather. He picked up a magazine but was so excited to

see his grandparents that he couldn't concentrate. He

decided to watch television. He couldn't watch TV at sea

because the reception was so bad. Bill turned on the news .

He didn't really like the news but he couldn't find

anything else. After a while, Bill heard his grandfather

outside. He looked out the window and saw him so he leaped
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Off the couch, raced to the door and gave his grandfather a
big hug. Bill sat back on the couch and talked with his
grandfather. Bill's grandfather asked him if he had gotten
anything to drink. (what he was watching on television.)
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John had been promoted to detective two months ago and
he couldn't wait to make his first big arrest. He knew he
would be nervous when a case came to trial because the
defense attorney would be trying to discredit his testimony
in order to get his client off. John decided he would only
make careful arrests. Early one night, John responded to a

call on Maple street and when he arrived, found a young
woman lying on the sidewalk. He turned her over, saw a

pool of blood, and realized she was dead. John didn't dare

touch the knife that was lying next to the woman. He

thought it might have fingerprints. John called the

coroner's office and he attempted to keep the growing crowd

away while he waited. Suddenly, John saw a man break

through the crowd and crouch over the woman. He told John

that he was the woman's husband. John immediately pulled

him back from the body and questioned him, wanting to know

if he knew anything. John was looking for clues and asked

the husband to help him. He wanted to solve this case and

show his boss that he had deserved his recent promotion.

John was being pretty insensitive however. The man had

just lost his wife and didn,t really want to talk but John

kept him around anyway. Actually, John suspected the

husband and didn't want to let him go until he was sure he

wasn't the murderer. When John found out that the woman's
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nionei, had been stolen, he knew the husband was innocent.
The stolen money meant that the case was probably a
robbery. John didn-t need much time to find a suspect and
bring him to trial. John took the stand knowing the defense
attorney would be tough. He was nervous but he was also
ready for any question. The defense attorney asked him
what the murder weapon had been. (if anything had been
Stolen

.

)
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Mark had grown up in the city but he had always wanted
to live in the country with lots of land and a large
garden. The first opportunity he had, he packed up his
belongings and bought a house in the country. Every day
Mark would ride the train to and from work. The train ride
was long but it was nice and it allowed Mark to read the
newspaper in the morning and relax at night. Mark was a

teacher who taught at an elementary school in the city. He

liked teaching because he could work in his garden during

the summer. Country living had its problems however. Mark

had left all his friends behind in the city and had no

neighbors out in the country. One warm summer day, Mark

was out working in the garden. He had done all the

planting and he needed to weed the vegetables. Mark was

happy to see the progress. He had hoped some vegetables

would be ripe and was delighted to see that some of the

^o^" was ripe. Mark decided to have a few ears of the corn

with his lunch. Mark was heading for the house when he saw

a friend from the city pull in the driveway. Mark was

excited to see his friend. He set up some chairs on the

porch and told his friend about his new home. He said he

missed the city but he really loved living in the country.

Mark's friend asked him how he got to work in the morning,

(what he had picked from the garden.)
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Bob loved to ride his bi.e on weekends with his
friends. This weekend, they decided to ride in the
country. Unfortunately, while riding. Bob developed
mechanical problems. Bob couldn't find a bike shop so he
repaired the brakes himself. These brakes had often given
Bob problems. He stopped in front of a small church and
made the necessary repairs. Bob was eager to catch up with
his friends. He had been the last in line and they
probably hadn't noticed that he had stopped. They were
planning on making camp about twenty miles further up the

road. Bob thought that if he hurried, he could catch them

by dark. Bob was watching the foliage while he rode. He

enjoyed riding in the fall because he loved the smell of

clean air and the colorful leaves. He completely forgot

that he needed to hurry to catch his friends before dark.

As a result, he was falling further behind. After a while,

he started to get hungry but his friends had all the food.

Bob stopped by a field and saw several apple trees. He sat

on a stone wall and ate an app le before going on. After he

had traveled several miles, he recognized a friend riding

toward him. He must have noticed that Bob was gone and had

come back to find him. Bob was glad to see his friend and

together they continued their ride. Bob's friend asked him

what he had stopped to fix. (he had stopped to eat.)




