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Gillis (1968) suggest that even in short runs sex differences are

more likely with marital pairs than with unrelated mixed pairs.

They found that, although initially very cooperative, friendly

partners become more competitive over the first 50 trials of the

Prisoner's Dilemma game. Similar findings are reported by

McClintock and McNeel (1967) and Oskarap and Perlman (1966). Con-

sidering all of these factors, it seems reasonable to expect sex

differences between marital partners over short runs of the

Battle of the Sexes game.

Having reviewed the literature pertaining to interpersonal

perceptions in alcohol-disturbed marriages and having discussed

the possible potential of two-person games in the assessment of

dysfunctional interpersonal perceptions, it is now possible to

consider a number of specific hypotheses. Jn view of the conclu-

sions of some of the studies discussed earlier, that the alcoholic

husband perceives his wife as controlling and managerial whereas

his wife minimizes these tendencies in herself, it seems reason-

able to predict that these same self and spouse perceptions would

be found in a new sample of alcohol-disturbed couples. Hypothe-

sis 1, therefore, is that the wives of the alcoholics in this

study will describe themselves as less controlling and more sub-

missive than their husbands, while Hypothesis 2 is that they will

also describe themselves as less controlling and more submissive

than the wives of nonalcoholics . As for the alcoholic males, Hy-

pothesis 3 is that they will describe themselves as being less



controlling than their wives, whereas Hypothesis 4 is that their

self-descriptions will be equally as controlling and managerial
as the self-descriptions of nonalcoholic males.

A number of the studies reviewed earlier 1

suggest that there

are marital role conflicts in alcohol-disturbed marriages and im-

ply that these conflicts stem, at least in part, from attempts by

one if not both spouses to satisfy their own needs without fully

recognizing those of their partner. Assuming this to be a rela-

tively accurate appraisal of the marital relationship of alcohol-

ics and their spouses, Hypothesis 5 is that such couples will dis-

play fewer cooperative choice combinations in the Battle of the

Sexes game than will couples not having difficulty due to alcohol.

More specifically, assuming that the alcoholic's wife is in fact

controlling in her interactions with her husband whether due to

personal needs and/or practical necessity, Hypothesis 6 is that

the number of maximizing choices made by alcoholic males in the

Battle of the Sexes game will be relatively the same as that made

by nonalcoholic males; whereas, Hypothesis 7 is that the number of

maximizing choices made by the wives of alcoholics will be greater

than that made by the wives of nonalcoholics.

Finally, if one considers that how a person perceives him-

self and significant others will largely determine how he carries

out his role and the expectations he has of others in their roles,

then in order to have successful interactions it would seem imper-

ative that the percepts of the people involved be congruent.
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Otherwise, conflicts over roles and role expectations are inevi-

table. Therefore, recalling the aforementioned discrepancies be-

tween the perceptions of the alcoholic and his wife, Hypothesis 8

is that the difference between the alcoholic's description of his

wife and his wife's description of herself will be negatively re-

lated to cooperative game interactions and to marital adjustment.

Since the alcoholic husbands to be used in this study were

hospitalized, two nonalcoholic couples-groups were necessary for

comparison in order to control for any possible effects due to

hospitalization, one in which husbands were hospitalized and an-

other in which they were not. Hypothesized differences and simi-

larities between alcoholic and nonalcoholic spouses are the same

whether the nonalcoholic subjects are from the hospitalized or

the nonhospitalized comparison group.
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CHAPTER II

METHOD

The subjects in this study were forty married couples matched

for length of marriage, socioeconomic status, age, and education

level (Table 1). They were subdivided into three groups: Group A

consisted of fifteen couples in which the husband was temporarily

hospitalized for alcoholism at a Veterans' Administration Hospital

in Massachusetts and whose wife, although not herself an alcoholic,

was involved in his treatment; Group B was composed of ten couples

in which the husband was temporarily hospitalized at a state hos-

pital for tuberculosis in Massachusetts but who was not alcoholic,

and Group C was made up of fifteen couples in which neither of the

spouses were alcoholic or hospitalized. These couples all resided

in the geographical areas adjacent to either the Veterans' Admin-

istration or tuberculosis hospital.

The average age, length of marriage, and years of education

of the subjects in each of the three groups are presented in

Table 1. T-tests demonstrated no significant differences among

groups or between sexes in any of these categories.

Table 1

Average Age, Years of Education, and Years of Marriage
of Husbands and Wives in Each of the Three Groups

Variable
Group

•Alcoholics Tuberculars Controls
Husbands Wives Husbands Wives Husbands Wives

Age 41.0 40.5 40.2 39.0 40.6 40.8

Educat ior 11.0 11.9 12.0 12.0 11.3 12.0

Married 16.2 15.8 15.0
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Apparatus

a) The Interpersonal Check List (ICL) was used as the meas-

ure of "self" and "spouse" dominance descriptions. The ICL (Ap-

pendix A) measures a number of the variables defined by Leary's

Interpersonal Personality System. According to Leary, the data

comprising the interpersonal core of personality are divided into

five levels, each of which are defined in terras of the operations

which produce the pertinent data. The ICL measures one of these

five levels, a person's conscious description of himself and

others. Reliability coefficients with the ICL average between .73

and . 78

.

b) The Marital Adjustment Test (MAT) developed by Locke and

Wallace (1959) was used to obtain a marital adjustment rating from

each subject (S ) . The MAT (Appendix B) is composed of fifteen

items extracted from earlier but much longer tests because they

had the highest level of discrimination, they did not duplicate

other included items, and because they covered the important areas

of marital maladjustment as judged by the authors. Scores on the

MAT range from a minimum of 2 (very poorly adjusted) to a maximum

of 158 (well adjusted). In validational studies the MAT differen-

tiated clearly between persons who were well adjusted and those

who were maladjusted in marriage. The authors report a .90 relia-

bility coefficient.

c) The Alcadd Test was used to determine each S_'s drinking

habits. This measure (Appendix C) is designed to help identify
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individuals who have serious alcoholic problems. It consists

of 65 "Yes" or "No" questions dealing with five behavioral char-

acteristics which are reportedly more than 90% effective in dif-

ferentiating, alcoholics from nonalcoholics . These characteristics

include the regularity of a person's drinking, preferences for

drinking over other activities, a lack of controlled drinking,

rationalizations for drinking, and excessive emotionality. Coef-

ficients of reliability range from .92 to .96 for male and female

groups. For the purposes of this study, any S, not including

Group A husbands, whose score was equal to or above the "critical

score" of 12 for males and 14 for females, was excluded.

d) The "Battle of the Sexes", a two-person mixed-motive game,

was used to assess the interaction between marital pairs. The

point values used in the game in this study were selected on the

basis of a preliminary study with marital pairs which indicated

that, when presented with low point values, subjects tended to try

to increase or maximize the difference between their score and

that of their spouse; whereas, when presented with high point val-

ues, subjects simply tried to increase their own score regardless

of their spouse's score. In other words, there seemed to be more

competition between participants when low point values were used,

perhaps because the number of points that could be earned by try-

ing to maximize self gain was so small. Conversely, subjects

seemed more motivated to cooperate when the high point values were

used. Similar findings have been reported by McClintock and
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and McNeel (1966) and Oskamp and Perlman (1965). To a certain

extent the tendency to be competitive can be likened to the ten-

dency to be domineering; both are characterized by the attempt of

one individual to "be on top" or "superior" to another, to be the

"better" of the two. Therefore, since the reason for using a

mixed-motive game was to study the tendencies among marital part-

ners to be more or less domineering with one another, the low

point values used in the preliminary study which elicited competi-

tion seemed most appropriate. The point values used in this study

are presented in the following 2X2 matrix:

S2
L R

L -2, -2 +2, +5

Si
R +5, +2 -5, -5

The apparatus for this game consists of two electrically

wired panels, 6" X 6", one for each S, and a control panel, 6" X 8",

operated by the experimenter (E). All panels are mounted on bases

which are higher in the rear than in front, thus slanting downward

for easier operation. The panels of both subjects are exactly a-

like. They consist of two one-way toggle switches spaced two

inches apart toward the bottom, and two electric lamps located

vertically above each switch or a total of four lamps. These four

lamps form a square and correspond to the four cells of a 2 X 2

matrix such as that shown above. Since the particular matrix era-

ployed in the game was visible to each S, the lamps were used at

the end of each trial to indicate to each S his earnings as well
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as those of his opponent. The experimenter's panel is similar to

the subjects' panels except that it has four toggle switches in-

stead of two. The wiring between this panel and the two subjects'

panels is such that on each trial E is able to record the responses

of both subjects and then, using one of his four switches, inform

them of their earnings. Partitions between the two subjects and B

prevent eye contact, and at no time during the game were the sub-

jects allowed to communicate verbally.

Procedure

All couples who participated in this study were told that

they were involved in a research project which was attempting to

provide a better understanding of marital relationships. It was

emphasized that the information volunteered by each S was strictly

confidential, that it would not be divulged to anyone including

the respondent's spouse, and that the test materials would be de-

stroyed at the conclusion of the study. Furthermore, it was made

clear to the subjects that they were not to put their names on any

test materials and that, therefore, they did not have to be con-

cerned that the final written results would include references to

any particular couple or individual. Each couple was seen sepa-

rately for one session lasting approximately two hours. Couples

in Groups A and B were interviewed in small quiet rooms in their

respective hospitals, while couples in Group C were interviewed in

their homes during the early evening. At the beginning of each

session, the two participants were told that they were not to talk



20

to one another but that, if necessary, they could ask for E ' s as-

sistance. The written tests were administered in the standardized

manner in the following order: Alcadd, MAT and ICL.

The two person game, presented last, was introduced with min-

imal explanation. Once seated in front of the apparatus, subjects

were told that "you are both going to be involved in a task with

one another in which the objective is for both of you to accumulate

as many points as you can. You see in front of you two levers, one

to your left marked L and one to your right marked R. On each trial

both of you will pull either the left or right lever. Your earnings

on each trial are determined by the combination of levers pulled by

both of you on that trial. Once you have both pulled a lever, one

of the four lights on your panels will be turned on so as to inform

you of your earnings (as indicated by the uppermost number next to

that light) as well as those of the other person (as indicated by

the lowermost number next to that light). For example, if you both

pull the left lever, a light will go on indicating that you each

earn ^2 points. But if one of you pulls the left lever and the

other the right lever, another light will go on indicating that one

of you earns +5_ points and the other +2_ points. When your panel

light is illuminated return your levers to the starting position

and record your earnings. When the panel light is turned off, be-

gin the next trial. You each have a paper and pencil on which you

are to keep a trial-by-trial record of your earnings. Are there

any questions? From now on you are not allowed to talk with one
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another." Couples were allowed 5_ practice trials to familiarize

themselves with the apparatus and scoring procedure. They then

began and continued until they had completed a total of 40 trials.

The decision to restrict the mixed-motive game to 40 trials

was based on a preliminary study which revealed that some spouses,

especially husbands, began to lose interest and respond less seri-

ously after approximately 35 to 40 trials. Since this was only

one of four tasks requiring a total of two hours of unreimbursed

time from each subject, it seemed imperative to lessen fatigue and

loss of interest.
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CHAPTER III

RESULTS

Two types of dependent measures are used in this study. Dom-

inance (Dom) ratings on the Interpersonal Check List (ICL) have

been converted to standard scores (Leary, 1957), whereas propor-

tions have been used to express the number of maximizing (Max) and

cooperative (Coop) choices in the mixed-motive game, as well as the

ratings on the Marital Adjustment Test (MAT). More specifically,

since there were a total of 40 choices made in the mixed-motive

game, the number of Max and Coop choices are expressed as propor-

tions of 40, while MAT ratings are expressed as proportions of 158,

the highest possible MAT rating.

Analyses of variance tests were performed to examine the dif-

ferences within and between the three groups of marital pairs on

three measures: Dom ratings, Max and Coop game choices, and MAT

ratings. Pearson Product-Moment Correlations were used to inves-

tigate the relationship between these measures.

It had been assumed that the Marital Adjustment Test ratings

of husbands and wives in Group A (Alcoholics) would be somewhat

lower than those of husbands and wives in Groups B (Tuberculars

)

and C (Controls). However, as evidenced in the summary of the

analysis of variance of the MAT ratings presented in Table 2, the

only significant difference occurred between the husband and wife

ratings in Group B. A comparison of the relevant group means also

presented in Table 2 shows that the MAT ratings of the husbands in



23

is group were generally higher than those of their wi

Table 2

Mean Proportions of the Marital Adjustment
Test (MAT) Ratings, and the Analysis of
Variance Summary (F) of These Proportions
by Husbands and Wives in All Groups

Alcoholics Tuberculars Cont rols F
Husbands .69 .75 .69 2.40
Wives .60 .65 .74 3.02
F 1.84 8.31*** 1.78
^p—.Ol

The number of husbands in each group whose MAT ratings were

higher than those of their wives and, similarly, the number of

wives in each group whose MAT ratings were higher than those of

their husbands are presented in Table 3. These cell frequencies

indicate that in Groups A and B there were more husbands than

wives who gave the higher MAT rating, whereas in Group C the trend

was in the opposite direction: more wives than husbands gave the

higher MAT rating (X2 =8.43; p-c.02).

Table 3

The Number of Husbands and
Wives Whose Marital Adjustment
Test (MAT) Rating was Higher
Than That of Their Spouse

Group
Spouse giving higher

MAT rating
Husbands Wives

Alcoholics 12 3
Tuberculars 9 1

Controls 6 9

Dominance Ratings

Hypothesis 1 was that the "self" ratings by the wives of the

alcoholics would be lower than their own "spouse" ratings, while
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Hypothesis 2 stated that the "self" ratings of Group A wives would
also be lower than the "self" ratings of the wives in Groups B and

C. With regard to the alcoholics, Hypothesis 3 stated that their

"self" ratings would be lower than their own "spouse" ratings;

whereas, Hypothesis 4 was that their "self" ratings would be the

same as the "self" ratings of the nonalcoholics

.

The means of the "self" and "spouse" Dom ratings by wives on

the ICL, and the analysis of variance of these ratings presented

in Table 4, indicate that the "self" Dora ratings by Group A wives

tended to be lower than their own "spouse" Dom ratings. Moreover,

as depicted graphically in Figure 1, the "self" Dom ratings by the

wives in Group B also tended to be lower than their "spouse" Dom

ratings (p-clO), as were the "self" Dom ratings by the wives in

Group C. Contrary to prediction, the "self" Dora ratings by the

wives of alcoholics were not significantly lower than the "self"

Dora ratings by the wives in either of the other two groups.

Table 4

Mean "Self" and "Spouse" Dominance Ratings
on the Interpersonal Check List (ICL), and
the Analysis of Variance Summary (F) of
These Means by Wives in All Groups

Alcoholics Tuberculars Controls F
Wives' "self" rating 52.80 54.00 51.46 .30
Wives* "spouse" rating 58.53 60.80 63.66 1.02
F 4.61** 4.15* 21.42***

*p_-.10
~"

**p-=- . 05
***p-__.01

Also contrary to prediction was the finding that the "self"
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64_

MEAN ICL 62 _

DOMINANCE 60-
RATINGS cp
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GROUP

I

FIGURE I. WIVES' MEAN RATINGS OF
"SELF AND SPOUSE" DOMINANCE.
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Dom ratings by the alcoholics were not lower than their own

"spouse" Dom ratings, although the means, as presented in Table 5,

are in the expected direction. In Group B the "self" Dom ratings

by the husbands tended to be lower than their "spouse" Dom ratings

(p^.10), while in Group C, although not statistically significant,

the "self" Dom ratings by the husbands were slightly higher than

their "spouse" Dom ratings. It was also expected that the "self"

Dom ratings by Group A husbands would not differ significantly

from the. "self" Dom ratings by the husbands in the other two

groups. In fact, however, the "self" Dom ratings by the alcohol-

ics did tend to be lower than the "self" Dom ratings by the hus-

bands in the other two groups (p<..10).

Table 5

Mean "Self" and "Spouse" Dominance Ratings
on the Interpersonal Check List (ICL), and

»

the Analysis of Variance Summary (F) of
These Means by Husbands in All Groups

Alcoholies Tubercular

s

Controls F
Husbands 1 "self" rating 55 .73 61.90 63.86 2.98*
Husbands 1 "spouse" rating 59 .73 62.60 60.26 1.76
F
*r-w ^ in

1 .84 4.03* .72

The "self" Dom rating by each marital partner was compared

with the "spouse" Dom rating given by his or her mate. The means

of these ratings and the analysis of variance summaries are pre-

sented in Tables 6 and 7. As shown graphically in Figure 2a, the

"spouse" Dom ratings by the wives in all three groups do not dif-

fer significantly from the "self" Dom ratings by their husbands.

However, as depicted in Figure 2b, the "spouse" Dom ratings by the
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"SELF"

1 "SPOUSE"

6 8_

6 6_

64

MEAN ICL
DOMINANCE
RATINGS

ALCOHOLICS TUBERCULARS CONTROLS

GROUP

FIGURE 2A. WIVES' MEAN RATINGS OF
"SPOUSE" DOMINANCE AND HUSBANDS'
MEAN RATINGS OF "SELF" DOMINANCE.
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54-

ALCOHOLICS TUBERCULARS CONTROLS

GROUP

FIGURE 2B. HUSBANDS' MEAN RATINGS OF
"SPOUSE" DOMINANCE AND WIVES'
MEAN RATINGS OF "SELF" DOMINANCE.
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husbands in all three groups were significantly higher than the

"self" Dom ratings by their wives.

Table 6

Mean "Spouse" Dominance Ratings by Wives and
"Self" Dominance Ratings by Husbands on the
Interpersonal Check List (ICL), and the
Analysis of Variance Summary (F) of These
Means by Husbands and Wives in All Groups

Alcoholics Tuberculars Controls
Wives' "spouse"
Husbands' "self"

rating
rating

58.53
55.73

60.80
61.90

63.66
63.86

F 0.80 0.16 0.00

Table 7

Mean "Spouse" Dominance Ratings by Husbands
and "Self" Dominance Ratings by Wives on the
Interpersonal Check List (ICL), and the
Analysis of Variance Summary (F) of These
Means by Husbands and Wives in All Groups

Alcoholics Tuberculars Controls
Husbands' "spouse" rating 59.73 62.60 60.26
Wives' "self" rating 52.80 54.00 51*46
F 7.89*** 17.73*** 5.26*

*p-^ .10
***p*-: .01

Maximizing and Cooperative Choices in the Mixed-Motive Game

Hypothesis 5 was that the couples in Group A would make fewer

Coop choices than the couples in either of the other two groups.

Hypothesis 6 was that the alcoholic males would make the same num-

ber of Max choices as the nonalcoholic males. Hypothesis 7 stated

that the wives of the alcoholics would make significantly more Max

choices than the wives of nonalcoholics

.

Inspection of the mean proportions of Coop game choices and

the analysis of variance of these game choices presented in
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Table 8, reveal that the couples in Group A, contrary to predic-

tion, did not make significantly fewer Coop choices than the coup-

les in Groups B and C, although the mean differences are in the

expected direction.

Table 8

Mean Proportion of Cooperative (Coop)
Choices, and the Analysis of Variance
Summary (F) of These Proportions by
Couples in All Groups

Alcoholics Tuberculars Controls F
•50 .56 .55 1.00

An additional comparison of Coop game choices involved the

number of husbands who made more Max choices than their wives and,

similarly, the number of wives who made more Max choices than

their husbands. These frequencies presented in Table 9 indicate

that in Group A the greater proportion of Max choices was made

more often by wives than by husbands, whereas in Groups B and C

there were more husbands than wives who made the greater propor-

2tion of Max choices (X =6.23; p^.05).

Table 9

Number of Husbands and Wives
Who Made More Cooperative
Maximizing Choices Than Did
Their Spouse

Group
Spouse making

more Max choices
Husbands Wives

Alcoholics 6 9

Tuberculars 8 2

Controls 12 3
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As evidenced by the mean proportions of Max game choices and

the analysis of variance. of these game choices presented in Ta-

ble 10, the wives of alcoholics, contrary to prediction, did not

make significantly more Max choices than the wives in the other

two groups. There were also no significant differences in the

proportion of Max choices made by the husbands in the three

groups. Within group comparisons of the proportion of Max choices

made by husbands and wives revealed no significant differences be-

tween husbands and wives in Groups A and C, although husbands in

Group B did tend to make more Max choices than their wives

(p-,.10).

Table 10

Mean Proportion of Maximizing Choices (Max)
and the Analysis of Variance Summary (F)
of These Proportions by Husbands and
Wives in All Groups »

Alcoholics Tuberculars Controls F
Husbands .56 .66 .55 2.64
Wives .62 .55 .53 2.59
F 1.56 4.20* 1.55

*P*£.. 10

Relationships Between Measures

Hypothesis 8 was that the difference between the alcoholic's

description of his wife and his wife's description of herself

would be negatively related to Coop game choices and marital ad-

justment .

The correlations between MAT ratings, the proportion of Coop

game choices, and the disparity between each spouse's description
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of the wife's dominance are presented in Table 11. As expected,
in Group C the magnitude of the difference between each spouse's
description of the wife's dominance, and the proportion of Coop
game choices by these couples correlated negatively. In other
words, the more dominant a husband's description was of his wife,
the less likely were he and his wife to make Coop game choices.

Unexpectedly, however, there was a positive correlation between
these measures in Group A. The more dominant a husband's descrip-
tion was of his wife in this group, the more likely were he and
his wife to make Coop game choices. There was no correlation

between these measures in Group B. There were also no signifi-

cant correlations between descriptive differences and MAT ratings,

nor between Coop game choices and MAT ratings.

Table 11

Correlations Between Marital Adjustment Test
(MAT) Ratings, the Number of Cooperative Game
Choices (Coop), and the Couple's Disparity
in Viewing the Wife's Dominance

Correlations between
description disparity and: Alcoholics

Group
Tuberculars Controls

Coop game choices + .79* -.12 -.73*

MAT ratings Husbands
Wives

-.12
-.29

+ .33
-.22

+ .35
+ .24

Correlations between
MAT Ratings and Coop
game choices

Husbands
Wives

+ .21
+ .11

+ .10
+ .24

+ .02
+ .14

The "spouse" dominance rating by husbands
minus the "self" dominance rating by wives.
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CHAPTER IV

DISCUSSION

The principle findings of this study were that, (a) the wives

of the alcoholics did not describe themselves as less controlling

or managerial than did the wives of nonalcoholics
, (b) the mixed-

motive game play in the alcoholic couples-group, unlike that in

the nonalcoholic couples-group, reflected the wife's tendency, at

least in this situation, to assume control by making more maximiz-

ing choices, (c) all husbands described their wives as more con-

trolling than their wives described themselves, and, finally, (d)

whereas divergent descriptions of the wife's dominance by alcohol-

ics and their wives were positively related to game cooperation,

differing descriptions of the wife's dominance by nonalcoholic,

nonhospitalized men and their wives were negatively related to

game cooperation.

Wives of Alcoholics

In their descriptions of themselves and their husbands, the

wives of alcoholics were no different than the wives of nonalco-

holics. Wives in all samples described themselves as more passive

and submissive as well as less controlling and managerial than

their husbands. In addition, the wives of alcoholics, as did the

other wives, described their husband's abilities to compete and

manage much like their husbands described themselves.

Unexpectedly, the wives of the alcoholics in this study did

not describe themselves as less controlling or managerial than did
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re-
the wives of nonalcoholics . This finding differs from those

ported by Gynther and Brilliant (1967) and by Kogan and Jackson

(1963) who reported that the wives of alcoholics in their studies

described themselves as less domineering and managerial than their

control wives. However, the fact that the Gynther and Brilliant

finding is based on a nonstatistical comparison of their subjects'

descriptions with those of published norms limits its significance

considerably. Why the Kogan and Jackson finding differed is less

clear. It may be due to the fact that they^ used a different domi-

nance measure and/or the fact that the control for each wife was a

close friend whom she herself selected. Also unexpected was the

finding that the wives of the alcoholics did not make significant-

ly more maximizing choices than the other wives, although the

means of these three groups were in the expected direction. This

finding, in addition to the absence of any differences between the

wives' self descriptions, does not support the hypothesis that the

wives of alcoholics tend to be more controlling in their interac-

tions with their husbands than are the wives of nonalcoholics with

their husbands.

Alcoholic Husbands

Although not a statistically significant finding, the alco-

holic husbands in this study did describe themselves as slightly

less controlling and managerial than they described their wives.

However, the fact that the hospitalized nonalcoholic husbands also

did this, makes it unclear whether the difference between the al-



coholic's descriptions of himself and his wife is due to his alco-

holism, hospitalization, or both. The inclusion of the hospital-

ized nonalcoholic group proved equally valuable when comparing the

marital adjustment ratings. For, although the alcoholic husbands

rated their marital adjustment higher more often than their wives,

the hospitalized nonalcoholic husbands did also, again raising a

question as to whether the difference between the marital adjust-

ment ratings of the alcoholics and their wives is due to the hus-

band's alcoholism, hospitalization, or both. That husbands who

are temporarily hospitalized and who are unable to work and care

for their family should tend to describe themselves as less con-

trolling and managerial than their wives seems understandable.

Harrow, Fox and Detre (1969), for example, found that the self-

images of hospitalized patients were significantly more negative

than their views of their spouses. However, the fact that these

husbands more often rate their marital adjustment higher than do

their wives is not as readily understood. Perhaps the increased

demands and the loneliness imposed on these wives for some reason

cause them more than their husbands to have a slightly less posi-

tive view of their marriage.

As expected, the alcoholic husbands in this study described

their wives as more controlling and less submissive than their

wives described themselves. However, the additional finding that

nonalcoholic men, whether or not they were hospitalized, also de-

scribed their wives in this manner indicates that this percept


