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and thus to a greater pomica, unity of this class. Another conse-
dnence wil, be the elaboration of the educational 'project' of the
wonting class; including its own vision of education, its functions
and strategies, with which it is possible to co„.bat on an ideological
and practical level the prevailing bourgeoisie conception of education.

As a necessary condition to the above, the entrance to work,
after a minimum period of homogeneous education for everybody, could
be mediated through several alternatives to the credentials-based

employment process, such as apprenticeships or work-study arrangements
or schemes or continuing or recurrent education. The main objective

being, first, the elimination of the role of educational credentials

in the employment process, and secondly, the adaptation of the educa-

tional experience, under the general concept of permanent education,

for the purpose of integrating intellectual and manual labor, and

theory and praxis.

A similar organizational and curricular framework could also

be available for all the population and for all ages, for the pursuit

of the more advanced spheres of knowledge, which in the age-graded and

sequential organization of education into schooling, has been con-

veniently called 'higher education.' As it exists today, as the

limited, elitist, expensive and inefficient credential 1 ing institution

known as university, which by virtue of its own structure and objec-

tives monopolizes the higher-level scientific and cultural contents,

thus restricting their access to a privileged few; it must disappear.

These contents could be efficiently distributed and made available to

everybody with existing instructional and communications technologies
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and infrastructure, thus in effect achieving the universalization of
the higher levels of knowledge, by making education available at home,
in the work-place, in special learning resource centers, in the facili-
ties of former universities, and wherever necessary, according to the
basic principles of an integrated education throughout life. In this
respect, important pioneering experiences are those taking place
through the Open University in England, the University Without Walls
in the United States. "La Universidad a Distancia" in several Latin

American countries, and most importantly, in the efforts toward the

universalization of higher education in Cuba.

Within the context of these educational changes, some of the

research and development functions of the present university system

would be divided and absorbed by other organizational alternatives

such as specialized research centers closely tied to the different unit

or sectors of production, or to organizations with specific social

and cultural objectives. Being a member of any of these research

centers or organizations would not then be determined by the length

of formal schooling nor by any type of credentials, but by the objec-

tive and measurable demonstration of an individual’s abilities and

proficiencies in any given branch of knowledge through his/her concrete

achievements and contributions.

This general educational paradigm herein briefly described

would greatly contribute toward the creation of an educational system

operationally free of its credential 1 ing role, and thus conceptually

free of the educational inequalities and distortions created by the

role of educational credentials in the reproduction of the dominant
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social relations. However, although education can have a significant
contribution toward the formation of a new society, not only through
the formation of the social values of the new generations but also
through the creation of conditions that reinforce the political power
Of certain social groups and classes over others, these changes In the

educational sphere must be ultimately accompanied and reinforced by

radical changes in the structural conditions of the prevailing society
in order for the educational changes to keep their validity and social

efficacy in the long run.

Thus, although the educational model herein envisioned would

contribute to the breakdown of the relationship of correspondence be-

tween education and the needs of the class-based, segmented and hier-

archical occupational structure, ultimately, radical changes In the

social relations of production, creating this structure in the first

place, would have to take place in order for this educational alter-

ndtivG to nidintdin its rGlsvdncG.

It is precisely for this reason that two complementary strate-

gies of educational change have been proposed herein, one in the edu-

cational dimension and another in the world of work: Labor's strategy

of gaining a greater degree of control over the social organization

of production, via the elimination of the socially divisive process of

selection and distribution of the labor force according to educational

requirements of the occupational segments, not only strengthens its

political power vis-a-vis Capital's but it is also a necessary condi-

tion for the aforementioned 'de-credential 1 ing' process to be achieved.

In fact, this process could not possibly take place if at the workplace
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and in the labor market educational credentials would continue to

perform their function of social qualification and division.

Finally, in closing off this thesis it seems worth it to

paraphrase at length from The Theses on the School by a group of

Italian educators: schools cannot be reformed unless the function for

which they were created is abolished. This would require a radical

reorganization of two functions, 'education' and 'transmission of

knowledge,' which are necessary for every society and which hitherto

have been fulfilled by schools. In relation to education, mostly de-

fined in terms of socialization' and the level of cognitive develop-

ment that coincides with elementary schooling, this process could

clearly be ensured by the community as an undifferentiated body rather

than by schools in a separate place for learning. If education is in

fact an act of 'socialization' then there is no logic in delegating

this power to some 'experts' (teachers, administrators). This dele-

gation implies that the socialization of the child is conceived of as

an artificial process, as separate from his real experience, as a

fragmentation of existence. Likewise, the transmission of knowledge

by means of fragmented and arbitrary notions (a little ancient history,

some 'science,' and a little poetry) must also be reconsidered since

these notions do not correspond either to the experience of the com-

munity nor to a real level of consciousness. But the atomized and

mass-produced whole that constitutes today's social body cannot become

an educational community, only a recomposed and therefore 'political'

34
community can become that.
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