
19. Check the highest level of education that you have 
completed. 

Level n % 

Grade school 7 3 
High school 39 19 
1-2 year college 54 26 
4 year college 78 38 
Advanced degree 29 14 

20. If you attended or completed high school, describe if 
you can, any high school courses that prepared you in 

way for your business. (n=95) 

Courses n % 

Art 22 23 
Home ec. 21 22 
Business 19 20 
Typing 16 17 
Math 15 16 
English 13 14 
Industrial arts 10 11 
Languages 2 2 
Dance 2 2 
No response 112 

21. If you attended or completed college, describe if you 
can, any college courses that prepared you in any way 
for your present work. (n=105) 

Courses n % 

Art & design 43 41 
Business 32 31 
Liberal arts 15 14 
Home Ec. 3 3 
*Other 19 18 
No Response 102 

*0ther includes communications, physics, zoology 
occpational therapy, etc. 

22. Are you now attending school? (Check one) n=200 

Response n 

Yes, full-time 9 
Yes, part-time 21 
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23. 

24. 

24a. 

24b. 

Response n % 

No 170 85 
No Response 7 

If you are presently attending school, are you taking 
courses that will help you in your home business? 
(n=30) 

Helpful courses n % 

Yes 22 73 
No 8 27 

Have you taken any special courses or attended 
workshops that have helped you in your business? 
(n=188) 

Taken courses n % 

Yes 118 63 
No 70 37 
No response 19 

If yes, what agency or school taught them? (n=118) 

Agency n % 

Workshops sponsored 
by various agencies 53 45 

College(includes 
workshops & seminars) 50 42 

Cooperative Extension 18 15 

How helpful were these courses? (Check one) (n=118 

Helpful n % 

Very helpful 71 60 
Helpful 47 40 
Not helpful 0 
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24c. Describe any shortcomings of the courses you took. 
(n=42) 

Shortcomings n % 

Course lack detail 14 33 

Cost, time, travel 11 26 

Not for small, 
home business 9 21 

Poorly taught 8 19 

25. Do you know where you could go for further training or 
any kind of help for your business? (n=189) 

Help source n % 

Yes 128 68 
No 61 32 
No Response 18 

26. Other than a regular class or workshop, have you ever 
tried to get basic advice on how to run your business 
(n=192) 

Sought Advice n % 

Yes 105 55 
No 87 45 
No Response 15 

26a. If no, why not? (n=45) 

Why Not n % 

Business too small 23 51 
Don't know where to go 12 27 
Don't feel need 7 16 
Not interested 3 7 
No response 42 

Source of advice (n=105) 

Source n % 

Friend 23 22 
Business people 22 21 



26c. 

27. 

Source n % 

Accountant 20 19 
Crafts persons 15 14 
Books & periodicals 15 14 
College & Adult Ed. 13 12 
Family 10 10 
Cooperative Extension 9 9 
Workshops 8 8 
Banks 7 7 
Attorneys 6 6 
Small Business Admin. 5 5 
SCORE 5 5 
Consultants 4 4 

♦Other 8 8 

♦Other includes insurance agent, 
customers, etc. 

employer, 

Help as expected (n=108) 

Help n % 

Yes 92 85 
No 16 15 
No response 99 

Thinking of the future, in what areas could you 
use help? (Check as many as you wish) (n=198) 

Help needed n % 

Taxes 90 46 
Finances 95 88 
Legal aspects 79 40 
Marketing 127 64 
Improve skills 62 31 
Moral support 72 36 
♦Other 21 11 

♦Other included time management, pricing, decision 
making, personnel management, how to find 
supplies. 
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28. Where would you feel most comfortable asking for advice 
about your business? (Check as many as you wish). 
n=201 

29. 

30. 

31. 

Advisor n % 

Bank 31 15 
Attorney 53 26 
County Extension 88 44 
Small Bus. Admin. 82 41 
I. R. S. 16 8 
Friends 121 60 
*Other 18 9 

*Other included accountant, consultants, business 
people, associates, trade organizations 

What is the most convenient time of the year for you to 
attend a course or workshop? (Some respondents gave 
more than one reply) n=156 

Time of year n % 

Summer 51 33 
Fall 50 32 
Winter 68 44 
Spring 73 47 
Anytime 8 5 

What is the most convenient time of the day for you to 
attend a course or workshop? (Some respondents gave 
more than one reply) n=156 

Time of day n % 

Morning 83 53 
Afternoon 56 36 
Evening 104 67 

What is the most convenient time of the week for you to 
attend a course or workshop? (Some respondents gave 
more than one reply) n=156 

Day of week n % 

M 64 41 
T 61 39 
W 51 33 
TH 44 28 
F 27 17 
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Day of week n % 

S 45 29 
Any Day 23 15 

32. What is the most convenient way for you to get 
you need? (Some respondents gave more than one 
n=156 

Convenient n % 

1-day session 122 78 

Semester course 
for college credit 15 10 

Newsletters etc. 112 72 

2-3 day workshop 56 36 

Informal group 73 47 

(Replies to questions 33-36 can be found in Table 1. 

Basic Feelings and Advice 

37. If you were first starting out to earn a living 
you choose to do what you are currently doing? 

Do again n % 

Yes 98 51 
No 94 49 
No response 15 

37a. If Yes, Why? (n=98) 
n % 

Likes it 55 56 
Creativity & freedom 22 22 
Reward & Challenge 15 15 
Profitable 11 11 
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If No, Why? (n=94) 
n % 

Not profitable 52 55 
Requires skill & money 19 20 
Too much time & work 13 14 
Lonely 5 5 
Status 3 3 
Boring 2 2 
Family demands 2 2 

38. If you could offer some words of advice to someone 
planning to start a home business, what would you say 
to him or her? (n=178) 

Advice n % 

Set goals & make a plan 32 18 
Know your craft well 30 17 
Have good marketing skills 30 17 
Get needed help & advice 23 13 
Like what you are doing 18 10 
Work hard 16 9 
Produce a quality item 16 9 
Be patient 15 8 
Get family support 12 7 
Self confidence & motivated 12 7 
Know good business practice 10 6 
Start on small scale 9 5 
Need adequate time 8 5 
Need adequate financing 7 4 

No response 29 
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