Figure 7.10. Martin Johnson Heade painting Sunlight and Shadow: The Newbury Marshes.
( John Wilmerding collection; image courtesy of National Museum of Art, Washington, DC)

than 40 years. Art books introducing the
history of carving and showing examples
of their works have been published (e.g.,
Fleckenstein 1983). Decoys that sold for
$20 or less for a dozen back in the 1920s
are now prized by collectors and are worth
hundreds and sometimes thousands of dollars each. Even reproductions may go for
$1,000 or more.
The raw beauty and vastness of southern
salt marshes have stirred emotions in writers
( Figure 7.11). “Marshes of Glynn” by Sidney Lanier, a 19th-century Georgian poet,
is the most famous poem about marshes.
It was one of several poems featured in his
Hymns of the Marshes immortalizing the
salt marshes of Glynn County, Georgia
( http: //theotherpages.org /poems / lanier01.
html ). In his view, the marshes were expressions of the greatness of God and places that
captivate the human spirit. James Dickey,
poet in residence at the University of South
Carolina and author of the acclaimed novel
Deliverance, wrote a lesser known poem—
“The Salt Marsh”—about the swaying
grasses of his beloved low-country marshes
(www.eclectica.org /v1n5/salt_marsh.html ).
Although many coastal wetlands are
surrounded by private property, many
government-owned lands are open for

public use and many others can be accessed
by boat. Federal, state, and provincial
wildlife refuges; wildlife management areas;
and parks, as well as local parks provide
recreational opportunities such as fishing,
hunting, boating (including canoeing and
kayaking), nature photography, nature
observation, and hiking. These and other
activities generate substantial income for
coastal communities. More than 40 percent of adult Americans visit the coast or
estuaries at least once a year for recreation
( Leeworthy and Wiley 2001). For many, the
sheer natural beauty of expansive marshes
with their winding creeks and open bay
waters in the background offer an undeniably breathtaking view and feeling of solitude. In forested regions, coastal wetlands
provide one of the few places where such
views can be had. Nationwide, nearly 88
million people participate in wildlife-related
recreation, spending $122 billion (U.S.
Department of the Interior 2006 ). S altwater
fishing is enjoyed by almost 8 million
people, generating roughly $9 billion in
expenditures. More than 12 million hunters
spend more than $22 billion. These numbers
pale in comparison with the 71 million
“wildlife watchers” in the country. While
most of these people observe wildlife in their
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