Figure 7.11. An inspiring view of one of Georgia’s many salt marshes. ( Jan Mackinnon)

backyards, many enjoy watching birds in
coastal marshes and beaches. Fifteen million
people watch w
 aterfowl and 12 million like
to observe waterbirds. Ten percent of the
nation’s population (229 million who are 16
years or older) take trips to watch wildlife.
Going to the beach alone may contribute
between $6 billion and $30 billion to the
U.S. economy each year, yet recreational
fishing may yield about $15 billion annually
and coastal wildlife viewing adds between
$4.9 billion and $40 billion dollars each
year ( Pendleton 2008). Although heavy
visitation may adversely affect the quality
of natural areas and their use by wildlife,
experiences with nature (connecting people
with nature) should have a positive effect
on public appreciation for wetlands and
other natural resources and build support
for continued protection, preservation, and
restoration efforts.

Increased Real Estate Value
Anyone who has bought or sold a home has
heard that the most important factor in real
estate is location, location, location. Since
tidal wetlands offer a natural view that is
enjoyed by virtually everyone, properties
with a view of the salt marsh should be
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higher valued than neighboring properties
lacking this view. Properties actually bordering the marsh and those with boat access to
navigable water should rate even higher. In
fact, their value is so great that the costs of
such properties are beyond the budgets of
most people. One study found that beachfront properties were valued 207 percent
higher than similar properties two blocks
away and that bayfront properties were
73 percent more valuable than nearby
properties without this view ( Major and
Lusht 2004).

Economic Value
During the early Colonial period of North
America, salt marsh hay was a main fodder
for livestock and early settlers depended on
this hay to feed their livestock through the
cold winters (an acre of salt marsh could
produce enough hay to get one cow through
the winter; Hatvany 2001). Salt marshes
were arguably the most valuable natural
resource in the Colonies. Land prices in
coastal agrarian communities were affected
by the availability of salt marshes. For
example, from the 1720s to mid-1800s, salt
marshes were rated higher or equal in value
to cleared land on Prince Edward Island

