Figure 9.2. The duck stamp program provides funding to support wetland conservation in
addition to promoting the beauty of waterfowl through the arts.

that many similar efforts are under way in
Canada.
The first National Wildlife Refuge in the
United States was established at Pelican
Island, Florida, home to one of Florida’s
largest rookeries for colonial nesting egrets.
At the time of its creation in 1903, the
island’s birds were being hunted indiscriminately for their plumage and other
parts used in the fashion industry to adorn
women’s hats, shoes, and fans. President
Theodore Roosevelt recognized the need
to stop this slaughter and established by
Executive Order Pelican Island as the first
National Bird Reservation. This marked
the unofficial beginning of what later
became the National Wildlife Refuge System
( NWRS) (www.fws.gov/refuges/centennial/
pdf2/pelicanIsland_reffalt.pdf). By the
time he left office, President Roosevelt had
established 53 such areas. Today, the NWRS
provides a network of sites along major
flyways connecting breeding grounds with
overwintering areas where possible. Many
tidal wetlands are included in the NWRS
because they provide vital feeding and resting habitats for migratory birds, overwintering grounds, and breeding habitat for migratory species.
In 1929, Congress passed the Migratory Bird Conservation Act, which was
designed to provide yearly funding of
$1 million to acquire wetlands that were
important for migratory birds. Later that
year, the stock market crashed, plunging
302  Chapter 9

the country into the Great Depression. At
that point, funding for wetland acquisition
dwindled ( Bolen 2000). Continued concern
about the destruction of waterfowl habitat
in the United States led to passage of the
Migratory Bird Hunting Stamp Act (“Duck
Stamp Act”) in 1934. Since then waterfowl
hunters have been required to purchase a
duck stamp ( Figure 9.2). Ninety-eight cents
out of every dollar from duck stamp sales
goes to the Migratory Bird Conservation
Fund to purchase or lease wetland habitat,
which by 2002 had purchased more than
5 million acres of habitat (U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service 2002). Duck stamps are
also purchased by stamp collectors and by
non-hunters to support wetland conservation as well. Canada has a similar program
administered by Wildlife Habitat Canada, a
nonprofit foundation, but that program has
a more general wildlife habitat orientation
than the U.S. program. State, provincial,
and local governments also acquire wetlands
to serve as public parks, natural areas, forests, or wildlife management areas. The first
two levels of government mentioned also
may have duck stamp or wildlife habitat
stamp programs to generate funds to preserve valuable waterfowl habitat, including
coastal wetlands.
Several more recent federal laws have
facilitated wetland acquisition for wildlife
through federal–state, federal–nonfederal,
and multinational partnerships to support
wetland conservation. Brief descriptions

