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Figure 9.4. Waterfowl impoundments and creating dug-out ponds in tidal marshes were common
wildlife management practices: (a) New Jersey and
( b) Maryland.

habitat, or to control salt marsh mosquito
populations ( Newson 1968). Water management practices may directly or indirectly
affect tidal wetlands. Wetland restoration
is a type of management practice; it is
addressed in Chapter 11.
320  Chapter 9

In the 1930s, wildlife management as
practiced today was in its infancy. Prior to
that time, natural resources were generally
viewed as virtually limitless or inexhaustible ( pioneer days) or as materials that
could be freely used without restriction
(an inalienable right) as long as its use did
not harm other people. Early efforts of
wildlife researchers focused on management
techniques, wildlife control, food habitats,
diseases, and life history data, while little
attention, at least through research studies, addressed the plight of marshland
destruction and the effect on waterfowl
(Alexander 1962). After wildlife scientists
studying waterfowl food habits identified
certain wetland plants important for ducks,
waterfowl managers used this information
to justify building brackish to freshwater
impoundments in coastal marshes with
water-control structures to regulate water
levels for growing these duck food plants or
for excavating shallow open water bodies in
tidal wetlands (Valentine 1984; Figure 9.4).
A government publication titled Flyways:
Pioneering Waterfowl Management in
North America ( Hawkins et al. 1984) offers
an interesting historical account of the
evolution of waterfowl management across
the continent. Seeing the need to protect
wetlands from draining and filling, public
wildlife agencies and private environmental
organizations started acquiring wetlands
as part of their wildlife management activities. Tidal wetlands were recognized as vital
habitats for waterfowl and shorebird species
migrating along the coast between northern
breeding grounds and southern wintering
grounds, while many southern marshes were
prime overwintering areas for ducks, geese,
and wading birds. Wildlife management
practices have had a significant impact on
tidal wetlands as wildlife agencies have both
protected tidal wetlands and altered them
for the benefit of waterfowl.
Waterfowl management has been applied
to many coastal wetlands to enhance their

