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Piece with the modern assault on the limits imposed by the
body. The value of convenience, and the contempt for the
body which underlies this value, are central to these

developments of modern technology. But as I argued in

Chapter 2, Arendt • s own contempt for the body and the real
of necessity blinds her interpretation of modernity to th

role which the value of convenience plays in the

reinforcement and development of the modern, technological

order. (This, of course, is not to deny that all

perspectives, especially my own, have blind spots.) But it

is not just that Arendt misses what I find to be important;

her attitude toward the body and necessity promotes the very

trend I want to challenge. Arendt s attempt to sweep bodily

necessity back under the rug, so to speak, complements the

attempt to deny the body through the consumption of

technology. By removing bodily necessity from critical

reflection, Arendt unwittingly promotes the repudiation of

the earth, as well as the technological denial of the body.

But while I have tried to foster an awareness of the

way which the modern order uses the value of convenience to

maintain the shape of the modern self, my argument was also

intended to avoid any suggestion that the threat posed by

the technological order is simply an external one, which is

directed by capital or the state. On the contrary, the

modern individual, as an avid consumer of technological

apparatuses, implicates its self in the technological order.
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The asceticism of the modern, post-Christian self, which
seeks to deny and discipline the body through the

consumption of ever-more convenient technology, in a sense,

whips its self into shape. There is a fundamental contempt
for the body which has played a significant role in the

establishment and entrenchment of the modern order. And

while this contempt for the body is nothing new (recall

Aristotle's condemnation of the slavish attachment to the

body)
,

it does appear to me to be a problem with which

modern selves must come to grips. Resistance to the

technological order can begin, I have tried to show, by

critical reflection on the value of convenience, and what

the prominence of this value indicates about the modern

attitude toward the body and necessity.

It should be noted that my criticism of the value of

convenience has not been cast in terms of human freedom.

While I appreciate the Marxist-Marcusean ideal of unleashing

the developmental possibilities of a wide range of human

faculties, my argument against the value of convenience has

not been that such development has been restricted by the

dominance of this value. I am not calling for an increase

of human freedom. On the contrary, my argument calls for a

revaluation of that ideal of freedom which treats it as the

antithesis of necessity. I want to call into question the

modern denigration of necessity, which is central to my

understanding of the value of convenience, and argue for the
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value of necessity and limits. I want to challenge the
development of convenience, in which the limits of the body,
and ultimately the body itself, are overcome, and call
instead for an appreciation of the body and its limits (not
to mention an appreciation for the way in which those limits
have been used to maintain relations of power.)

Marcuse, of course, would see such a revaluation of

necessity as a submissive, defeatist attitude, one which
would play into the hands of the powers that be. But since
my concern is not limited to the capitalist form of

technological development, but the modern technological

order, which is extended and maintained by both socialist

and capitalist states (think, for example, of the recent

calls for joint exploration, and perhaps colonization, of

space by the United States and the Soviet Union) , I see the

acceptance of the body and its limits as a route of

resistance to that order. The promise of immortality, which

for so long was the exclusive claim of Christianity against

the secular state, will soon enough become the provenance of

the technological order. The extreme power of that order

will shift from the imposition of death to the imposition of

eternal life. This power can be resisted, in my view, by

clinging to one's body and accepting its limits, especially

death.

At the less extreme level of ordinary consumption

practices, I hope to have indicated that the ideals of
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unlimited consumption and an endless proliferation of needs
are inextricably bound up with the technological order's

regulation of the modern self. This subject, who must be

fitted for a new form of existence among the stars, just as

peasants had to be fitted to the modern industrial order,

will require new needs which will allow him to overcome his

body to ever greater lengths, and eventually to leave it

behind as a sort of brutish husk or shell. Despite the

increases in bodily pleasures which modernity has provided

through the development of technology, it is crucial, from

my point of view, to recognize that there is an ascetic

dimension to such consumption, which denigrates and denies

the body. Modern subjects, the consumers of technology, are

not hedonists, as is so often claimed, or at least they are

not simply hedonists. At a certain level, it is not the

pleasure of the body which drives modern consumption, but

the desire to be rid of the body and its limits altogether.

To accept the body and the limits which it imposes, to no

longer treat such limits as conditions of unfreedom, is to

begin to challenge the hold of the technological order.
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