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STOCKHOLM CONVENTION ON PERSISTENT ORGANIC POLLUTANTS
The Parties to this Convention,
Recognizing
that persistent organic pollutant
s possess toxic properties, resist
degradation, bioaccum ulate and are transporte d, through air, water an d m igratory species,
across international boundaries an d deposited far from their pl ace of release, w here they
accumulate in terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems,
Aware
of the health con cerns, especially in de veloping countries, resulting from local
exposure to persistent organic pollutants, in particular impacts upon wom en and, through
them, upon future generations,
that the Arctic ecosystems and indigenous communities are particularly
Acknowledging
at risk because of the biomagnification of persistent organic pollutants and that contamination
of their traditional foods is a public health issue,
Conscious

of the need for global action on persistent organic pollutants,

Mindful
of decision 19/13 C of 7 February
1997 of the Govern ing Council of the
United Nations Environ ment Programme to initi ate inte rnational ac tion to prote ct hum an
health and the environ ment through m easures which will reduce and/o r eliminate emissions
and discharges of persistent organic pollutants,
Recalling
the per tinent prov isions of the re levant international environm ental
conventions, especially the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Inform ed Consent P rocedure
for Certain Hazardous Che micals and Pesticides in In ternational Trade, and th e Basel
Convention on the Control of Transboundary M ovements of Hazardous W astes and their
Disposal including the regional agreements developed within the framework of its Article 11,
Recalling
also the pertinent provisions of the Rio Declaration on Environm
Development and Agenda 21,

ent and

Acknowledging
that precaution underlies the concerns of all the Parties and
embedded within this Convention,

is

Recognizing
that this C onvention and other intern ational agreem ents in the field of
trade and the environment are mutually supportive,
Reaffi
rming that States have, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and
the pr inciples of inte rnational law, the so vereign right to exploi t their own resources
pursuant to their own environm ental and develo pmental policies, and the responsibility to
ensure th at activ ities within th eir jurisd iction or contro l do not cause dam age to the
environment of other States or of areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction,
Taking into account the circum stances and particul ar requirem ents of developing
countries, in particular the least developed among them , and countries with econom ies in
transition, especially the need to strengthen thei r national capabilities for the m anagement of
chemicals, including through the transfer of
technology, the provisio n of financial and
technical assistance and the promotion of cooperation among the Parties,
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Taking full account of the Programm e of Action for the Sustainable Developm ent of
Small Island Developing States, adopted in Barbados on 6 May 1994,
Noting
the respective capabilities of develope d and developing countries, as well as the
common but differentiated responsib ilities of States as set fort h in Principle 7 of the Rio
Declaration on Environment and Development,
the im portant contribution that th e private sector and non-governm ental
Recognizing
organizations can m ake to achieving the redu ction and/or elim ination of em issions and
discharges of persistent organic pollutants,
Underlin
ing the im portance of m anufacturers of persistent organic pollutants taking
responsibility for reducing a dverse effects caused by thei r products and for providing
information to users, Governm ents and the p ublic on the hazardous properties of those
chemicals,
Conscious
of the need to take m easures to p revent adverse effects caus ed by persis tent
organic pollutants at all stages of their life cycle,
Reaffi
rming Principle 1 6 of the Rio Declara tion on Envi ronment and Developm ent
which states that national authorities should
endeavour to prom ote th e internalization of
environmental costs and the use of econom ic in struments, taking into account the approach
that the polluter shoul d, in principle, bear th e cost of pollution, with due regard to the public
interest and without distorting international trade and investment,
Encouraging
Parties not having regulatory and a ssessment schem es for pesticides and
industrial chemicals to develop such schemes,
Recognizing
the importance of developing and using environm entally sound alternative
processes and chemicals,
Determ
ined to protect hum an health and the environm ent from the har mful impacts of
persistent organic pollutants,
Have agreed as follows:
Article 1
Objective
Mindful of the precautiona ry ap proach as set forth in Princip le 15 of the Rio
Declaration on Environm ent and Developm ent, the objective of this Conve ntion is to protect
human health and the environment from persistent organic pollutants.
Article 2
Definitions
For the purposes of this Convention:
(a) “Party” m eans a State or regional ec onomic integration organization that has
consented to be bound by this Convention and for which the Convention is in force;
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(b) “Regional economic integration org anization” means an or ganization constituted
by sovereign States of a given region to which its member States have transferred competence
in respect of m atters governed by this Convention and which has been duly au thorized, in
accordance with its internal p rocedures, to sign, ratify, accept , app rove or acced e to th is
Convention;
(c) “Parties present and voting” m eans Parties present and casting an affirm ative or
negative vote.
Article 3
Measures to reduce or eliminate releases from intentional production and use
1.

Each Party shall:
(a)

Prohibit and/or take the legal and administrative measures necessary to eliminate:
(i)

Its production and use of the chemi cals listed in Annex A subject to th e
provisions of that Annex; and

(ii)

Its import and export of the chemicals listed in Annex A in accordance with
the provisions of paragraph 2; and

(b) Restrict its production a nd use of the chem icals listed in Annex B in accordance
with the provisions of that Annex.
2.

Each Party shall take measures to ensure:
(a)

That a chemical listed in Annex A or Annex B is imported only:
(i)

For the purpose of environm entally sound disposal as set forth in paragraph
1 (d) of Article 6; or

(ii)

For a use or purpose which is per mitted f or that Party un der Annex A or
Annex B;

(b) That a ch emical listed in Annex A for which any production or use specific
exemption is in effect or a chem ical liste d in Annex B for which any production or use
specific exemption or acceptable purpose is in
effect, taking into account any relevan t
provisions in existing international prior informed consent instruments, is exported only:
(i)

For the purpose of environm entally sound disposal as set forth in paragraph
1 (d) of Article 6;

(ii)

To a Party which is perm itted to use that chem
Annex B; or

ical under Annex A or

(iii) To a State not Party to this
Convention which has provided an annual
certification to the exp orting Pa rty. Such cer tification sh all spe cify the
intended us e of the chem ical and include a statem ent that, with respect to
that chemical, the importing State is committed to:
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a.

Protect human health and the e nvironment by taking the necessary
measures to minimize or prevent releases;

b.

Comply with the provisions of paragraph 1 of Article 6; and

c.

Comply, where appropriate, with the provisions of paragraph 2 of Part
II of Annex B.

The certification shall also in
clude any appropriate supporting
documentation, such as legislation, regulatory instruments, or administrative
or policy guidelines. The exporting Pa rty shall transm it the certification to
the Secretariat within sixty days of receipt.
(c) That a chem ical listed in Annex A, for which production and use specific
exemptions are no longer in effect for any Party, is not exported from it except for the purpose
of environmentally sound disposal as set forth in paragraph 1 (d) of Article 6;
(d) For the purposes of this paragraph, the term “State not Party to this Convention”
shall include, with resp ect to a particular chem ical, a Stat e or regional econom ic integration
organization that has not agreed to be bound by the Convention with respect to that chemical.
3.
Each Party that has one or more regulatory and assessm ent schemes for new pesticides
or new industrial chem icals shall take m easures to regulate with the aim of preventing the
production and use of new pesticides or ne
w industrial chem icals which, taking into
consideration the criteria in para graph 1 of Annex D, exhibit the characteristics of persistent
organic pollutants.
4.
Each Party that has one or m ore regulator y and assessm ent schem es for pesticides or
industrial chemicals shall, where appropriate, take into consideration within these schemes the
criteria in paragraph 1 of Annex D when cond ucting assessments of pesticides or industrial
chemicals currently in use.
5.
Except as otherwise provided in this Conven tion, paragraphs 1 and 2 shall not apply to
quantities of a chemical to be used for laboratory-scale research or as a reference standard.
6.
Any Party that has a specific exemption in
accordance with Annex A or a specific
exemption or an accep table purpo se in acco rdance with Annex B sha ll take ap propriate
measures to ensure that any production or use under such exemption or purpose is carried out
in a m anner that prevents or m inimizes hum an exposure and release into the environm ent.
For exem pted uses or acceptable purposes th
at involv e inten tional release into th e
environment under cond itions of no rmal use, such release s hall be to the m inimum extent
necessary, taking into account any applicable standards and guidelines.
Article 4
Register of specific exemptions
1.
A Register is hereby establ ished for the purpose of identi fying the Parties that have
specific exemptions listed in Annex A or Annex B. It shall not identify Parties that make use
of the provisions in Annex A or Annex B that m ay be exercised by all Parties. The Register
shall be maintained by the Secretariat and shall be available to the public.
4
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2.

The Register shall include:

(a) A list of the types of specific exem
Annex B;
(b) A list of the Parties th
Annex B; and
(c)

ptions reproduced from Annex A and

at have a specific exemption listed under Annex A or

A list of the expiry dates for each registered specific exemption.

3.
Any State m ay, on becom ing a Party, by m eans of a notif ication in writing to the
Secretariat, register for one or more types of specific exem ptions listed in Annex A or Annex
B.
4.
Unless an earlier date is indicated in the Re gister by a Party, or an extension is granted
pursuant to paragraph 7, all registrations of speci fic exemptions shall ex pire five years after
the date of entry into force of this Convention with respect to a particular chemical.
5.
At its first m eeting, the Conf erence of the Parties shall decide upon its review process
for the entries in the Register.
6.
Prior to a review of an entry in the Register, the Party concerned shall submit a report to
the Secretariat justifying its continuing need for registration of that exem ption. The report
shall be circulated by the Secretariat to all Pa rties. The review of a registration shall be
carried out on the basis of all available information. Thereupon, the Conference of the Parties
may make such recommendations to the Party concerned as it deems appropriate.
7.
The Confer ence of the Parties m ay, upon reque st from the Party concerned, decide to
extend the expiry date o f a specific exem ption for a period of up to five years. In m aking its
decision, the Conference of the Parties shall take due account of the sp ecial circumstances of
the developing country Parties and Parties with economies in transition.
8.
A Party may, at any time, withdraw an entry from the Register for a specific exem ption
upon written notificatio n to the Secretariat. T he withdraw al shall take eff ect on the date
specified in the notification.
9.
When there are no lon ger any Parties reg istered for a particular type of specific
exemption, no new registrations may be made with respect to it.
Article 5
Measures to reduce or eliminate releases from unintentional production
Each Party shall at a m inimum take the f ollowing measures to reduce the total releases
derived from anthropogenic sources of each of the chem icals listed in Annex C, with the goal
of their continuing minimization and, where feasible, ultimate elimination:
(a) Develop an action plan or, where a ppropriate, a regional or subr egional a ction
plan with in two yea rs of the date of entry into f orce of this Con vention f or it, and
subsequently implement it as part of its im plementation plan specified in Article 7, designed
to iden tify, characterize and a ddress the rele ase of the che micals lis ted in Annex C and to
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facilitate im plementation of subparagraphs (b ) to (e). The action pl
following elements:

an shall include the

(i)

An evaluation of current and project ed releases, including the develop ment
and m aintenance of source inventorie s and re lease es timates, tak ing in to
consideration the source categories identified in Annex C;

(ii)

An evaluation of the efficacy of the laws and policies of the Party relating to
the management of such releases;

(iii) Strategies to m eet the obligations of this paragraph, taking into account the
evaluations in (i) and (ii);
(iv) Steps to promote education and trai ning with regard to, and awareness of,
those strategies;
(v)

A review every five years of those st rategies and of their success in m eeting
the obligations of this p aragraph; such reviews s hall be included in repor ts
submitted pursuant to Article 15;

(vi) A schedule for i mplementation of the action plan, including for the
strategies and measures identified therein;
(b) Promote the application of available, feasible and pra ctical m easures that can
expeditiously achieve a realistic and m
eaningful level of releas e reduction or source
elimination;
(c) Promote the developm ent and, where it deem s appropriate, require the use of
substitute or modified materials, products and processes to pr event the form ation and relea se
of the che micals lis ted in Annex C, taking into con sideration th e general guidance on
prevention and release reduction m easures in Annex C and guidelines to be adopted by
decision of the Conference of the Parties;
(d) Promote and, in accord ance with th e implementation schedule of its action plan,
require the use of best available techniques fo r new sources within source catego ries which a
Party has identified as warranting such action in its action plan, with a particular initial focus
on source categories identified in Part II of Annex C. In any cas e, the requirement to use best
available techniques for new sources in the categ ories listed in Part II of that Annex shall be
phased in as soon as practicable but no later than four years after the entry into force of the
Convention for that Party. For th e identified categories, Parties shall promote the use of best
environmental practices. W hen applying best available techniques and best environm ental
practices, P arties should take into consideration the gene ral guidance on prevention and
release reduction measures in that Annex and guidelines on best available techniques and best
environmental practices to be adopted by decision of the Conference of the Parties;
(e) Promote, in accordan ce with its action plan, the use of best availab le techniques
and best environmental practices:
(i)

For existing sources, within the sou rce categories listed in P art II of Annex
C and within source categories such as those in Part III of that Annex; and
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(ii)

For new sources, within source categories such as t hose listed in Part III of
Annex C which a Party has not addressed under subparagraph (d).

When applying best available techniques and best environmental practices , Parties should take
into consideration the general guidance on prev ention and release reduction measures in Annex
C and guidelines on best availabl e techniques and best environm ental practices to be adopted
by decision of the Conference of the Parties;
(f)

For the purposes of this paragraph and Annex C:
(i)

“Best available techniques” means the most effective and advanced stage in
the development of activities and thei r methods of operation which indicate
the pr actical suitability of particula r techn iques f or provid ing in p rinciple
the basis for release lim itations designe d to prevent and, w here that is not
practicable, generally to reduce releases of ch emicals lis ted in Pa rt I of
Annex C and their impact on the environment as a whole. In this regard:

(ii)

“Techniques” includes both the t echnology used and the way in which the
installation is designed, built, maintained, operated and decommissioned;

(iii) “Available” techn iques m eans thos e techniques t hat ar e accessi ble t o t he
operator and that are developed on a scale that allows implementation in the
relevant industrial sector, under ec
onomically and technically viable
conditions, taking into consideration the costs and advantages; and
(iv) “Best” means most effective in ach ieving a high general level of protection
of the environment as a whole;
(v)

“Best environm ental p ractices” m eans the a pplication of the m ost
appropriate combination of environmental control measures and strategies;

(vi) “New source” m eans any source o f which the constructio n or substantial
modification is commenced at least one year after the date of:
a.

Entry into force of this Convention for the Party concerned; or

b.

Entry into force for the Party concerned of an amendment to Annex C
where the source b
ecomes subject to the provisions of this
Convention only by virtue of that amendment.

(g) Release limit values or performance standards may be used by a Party to fulfill its
commitments for best available techniques under this paragraph.
Article 6
Measures to reduce or eliminate releases from stockpiles and wastes
1.
In order to ensure that stockpiles consisting of or con taining chemicals listed either in
Annex A or Annex B a nd wastes, including pr oducts and articles upon becom ing wastes,
consisting of, containing or contaminated with a chem ical listed in Annex A, B or C, are
managed in a manner protective of human health and the environment, each Party shall:
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(a)

Develop appropriate strategies for identifying:
(i)

Stockpiles consisting of or containing chemicals listed either in Annex A or
Annex B; and

(ii)

Products and articles in use and wastes consisting of, containing or
contaminated with a chemical listed in Annex A, B or C;

(b) Identify, to the extent practicable, stockpiles consisting of or containing chemicals
listed either in Annex A or Annex B on the basis of the strategies referred to in subparagraph
(a);
(c) Manage stockpiles, as appropriate, in a safe, efficient and environm entally sound
manner. Stockpiles of chem icals listed either in Annex A or Annex B, after they are no
longer allowed to be used according to any sp ecific exemption specified in Annex A or any
specific exemption or acceptab le purpose specified in Annex B, except stockpiles w hich are
allowed to be exported according to paragraph 2 of Article 3, shall be deemed to be waste and
shall be managed in accordance with subparagraph (d);
(d) Take appropriate m easures so that su ch wastes, including products and articles
upon becoming wastes, are:
(i)

Handled, collected, transported and stored in an environm
manner;

entally sound

(ii)

Disposed of in such a way that th e pe rsistent organic po llutant con tent is
destroyed or irreversibly transforme d so that they do not exhibit the
characteristics of persistent organic pollutants or otherwise disposed of in an
environmentally sound m
anner when destruction or irreversible
transformation does not represent the e nvironmentally preferable option or
the pers istent organic pollutan t c ontent is low, taking
into acco unt
international rules, standards, and gui delines, including those that m ay be
developed pursuant to paragraph 2, a
nd relevant global and regional
regimes governing the management of hazardous wastes;

(iii) Not perm itted to be s ubjected to disposal o perations th at m ay lead to
recovery, recycling, reclam ation, dir ect reuse or alternative uses of
persistent organic pollutants; and
(iv) Not transported across internati onal boundaries without taking into account
relevant international rules, standards and guidelines;
(e) Endeavour to develop appropriate strate gies for identifying sites contam inated by
chemicals listed in Annex A, B or C; if rem ediation of tho se sites is u ndertaken it shall be
performed in an environmentally sound manner.
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2.
The Conference of the P arties shall cooperate closely with the appr opriate bodies of the
Basel Convention on the Control of Transbounda ry Movem ents of Hazardous Wastes and
their Disposal to, inter alia:
(a) Establish levels of destru ction and irreversible transformation necessary to ensure
that the characteristics of persistent organic pol lutants as specified in paragraph 1 of Annex D
are not exhibited;
(b) Determine what they consider to b e the m ethods that cons titute environmentally
sound disposal referred to above; and
(c) Work to establish, as appropriate, the c oncentration levels of the chem icals listed
in Annexes A, B and C in order to define the lo w persistent organic pollutant content referred
to in paragraph 1 (d) (ii).
Article 7
Implementation plans
1.

Each Party shall:

(a) Develop and endeavour to im
obligations under this Convention;

plement a plan f or the implem entation of its

(b) Transmit its im plementation plan to th e Conf erence of th e Par ties within two
years of the date on which this Convention enters into force for it; and
(c) Review and update, as appropriate, its im plementation plan on a periodic basis
and in a manner to be specified by a decision of the Conference of the Parties.
2.
The Parties shall, where appropriate, coopera te directly or through global, regional and
subregional organizations, and c onsult their national stakehol ders, including women’s groups
and groups involved in the health of children,
in order to facilita te the developm ent,
implementation and updating of their implementation plans.
3.
The Parties shall endeavour to utilize a nd, where necessary, esta blish the m eans to
integrate national im plementation plans for persis tent org anic pollutan ts in their s ustainable
development strategies where appropriate.
Article 8
Listing of chemicals in Annexes A, B and C
1.
A Party may submit a proposal to the Secretariat for listing a chemical in Annexes A, B
and/or C. The proposal shall contain the inform ation specified in Annex D. In developing a
proposal, a Party may be assisted by other Parties and/or by the Secretariat.
2.
The Secretariat shall verify whether the pr oposal contains the info rmation specified in
Annex D. If the Secretariat is satisfied that the proposal contains the information so specified,
it shall forward the proposal to the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee.
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3.
The Committee shall examine the proposal and apply the screening cr iteria specified in
Annex D in a f lexible and transparent way, taking all information provided into account in an
integrative and balanced manner.
4.

If the Committee decides that:

(a) It is satisfied that the s creening criteria have been fulfilled , it shall, th rough the
Secretariat, make the proposal and the evaluation of the Committee available to all Parties and
observers and invite them to submit the information specified in Annex E; or
(b) It is not satisfied that the screening criteria have be en fulfilled, it shall, through
the Secretariat, inform all Parties and observe rs and m ake the proposal and the evaluation of
the Committee available to all Parties and the proposal shall be set aside.
5.
Any Party may resubmit a proposal to the Committee tha t has been s et as ide by the
Committee pursuant to paragraph 4. The resubmission may include any concerns of the Party
as well as a justif ication f or additional consid eration by the Comm ittee. If , f ollowing this
procedure, the Committee again sets the proposal aside, the Party m ay challenge the decision
of the Comm ittee and the Confer ence of the Parties sha ll conside r th e m atter a t its n ext
session. The Conference of the Parties m ay decide, based on the screening criteria in Annex
D and taking into acco unt the evaluation of the Comm ittee and any addition al inform ation
provided by any Party or observer, that the proposal should proceed.
6.
Where the Committee has decided that the sc reening criteria have been f ulfilled, or the
Conference of the Parties has decided that the proposal should proceed, the Comm ittee shall
further review the proposal, tak ing into account any relevant additional information received,
and shall prepare a draft risk profile in acco
rdance with Annex E. It shall, through the
Secretariat, make that draft available to all Parties and observers, co llect technical co mments
from them and, taking those comments into account, complete the risk profile.
7.
If, on the basis of th
Committee decides:

e risk p rofile conducted in acco rdance with Annex E, the

(a) That the chemical is likely as a result of its long-range envi ronmental transport to
lead to s ignificant adverse human health and/or environmental effects such that global action
is warranted, the proposal shall proceed. Lack of full scientific certainty shall not prevent the
proposal from proceeding. The Co mmittee shall, through the Secretariat, inv ite information
from all Pa rties and ob servers r elating to the co nsiderations spec ified in Annex F. It sha ll
then prepare a risk m anagement evaluation th at in cludes an analysis of possible control
measures for the chemical in accordance with that Annex; or
(b) That the proposal should not proceed, it shall, through the Secretariat, m ake the
risk profile available to all Parties and observers and set the proposal aside.
8.
For any proposal set aside
pursuant to paragraph 7 (b), a Party m ay request the
Conference of the Pa rties to co nsider ins tructing the Comm ittee to inv ite a dditional
information from the proposing Party and other Parties during a perio d not to exceed one
year. After that period and on the basis of any infor mation recei ved, the Comm ittee shall
reconsider the proposal pursuant to paragrap
h 6 with a priority to be decided by the
Conference of the Parties. If, following this procedure, the Committee again sets the proposal
aside, the P arty m ay challeng e the decis ion of the Comm ittee and the Conference of the
Parties shall consider the m atter at its next session. The Conference of the Parties m
ay
11

decide, based on the risk profile prepared in accordance with Annex E and taking into account
the evaluation of the Comm ittee and any add itional inform ation provided by any Party or
observer, that the proposal should proceed. If the Conference of the Pa rties decides that the
proposal shall proceed, the Committee shall then prepare the risk management evaluation.
9.
The Committee shall, based on the risk prof ile referred to in paragraph 6 and the risk
management evaluation referred to in paragraph 7 (a) or paragraph 8, recommend whe ther the
chemical should be considered by the Conference of the Pa rties for listing in Anne xes A, B
and/or C. T he Conference of the Parties, ta king due account of the recommendations of the
Committee, includ ing any scien tific unce rtainty, shall decide, in a precautionary m anner,
whether to list the chem ical, and specify its related control measures, in Annexes A, B and/or
C.
Article 9
Information exchange
1.

Each Party shall facilitate or undertake the exchange of information relevant to:

(a) The reduction or elim ination of the production, use and release of persistent
organic pollutants; and
(b) Alternatives to per sistent organ ic pollutants, including inform ation relating to
their risks as well as to their economic and social costs.
2.
The Parties shall exchange the information referred to in paragraph 1 directly or through
the Secretariat.
3.

Each Party shall designate a national focal point for the exchange of such information.

4.
The Secretariat shall serve as a clearing- house mechanism for information on persistent
organic pollutants, including
information provided by Pa
rties, intergov ernmental
organizations and non-governmental organizations.
5.
For the purposes of this Convention, infor mation on health and safety of humans and
the environment shall not be regarded as confidential. Parties that exchange other information
pursuant to this Convention shall protect any confidential information as mutually agreed.
Article 10
Public information, awareness and education
1.

Each Party shall, within its capabilities, promote and facilitate:

(a) Awareness among its policy and decision makers with regard to persistent organic
pollutants;
(b) Provision to the public of all ava
ilable inf ormation on persistent organic
pollutants, taking into account paragraph 5 of Article 9;
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(c) Development and im plementation, especi ally for wom en, children and the least
educated, of educational and public awareness programmes on persistent organic pollutants,
as well as on their health and environmental effects and on their alternatives;
(d) Public participation in addressing pers istent or ganic po llutants and th eir h ealth
and environmental effects and in developing ad equate responses, including opportunities for
providing input at the national level regarding implementation of this Convention;
(e)

Training of workers, scientists, educators and technical and managerial personnel;

(f) Development and exchange of educ ational and public awareness m aterials at th e
national and international levels; and
(g) Development and im plementation of e ducation and training programm es at the
national and international levels.
2.
Each Party shall, within its c apabilities, ensure that the pub lic has acces s to the pub lic
information referred to in paragraph 1 and that the information is kept up-to-date.
3.
Each Party shall, within its capabilities, encourage indus try and professional users to
promote and facilitate the provision of the in
formation referred to in paragraph 1 at the
national level and, as appropriate, subregional, regional and global levels.
4.
In providing infor mation on persistent orga nic pollutants an d their a lternatives, Parties
may use safety data sheets, reports, m ass media and other means of communication, and m ay
establish information centres at national and regional levels.
5.
Each Party shall give sym pathetic consid eration to developing mechanisms, such as
pollutant release and transfer registers, for th e collection and dissemination of information on
estimates of the annual quantities of the chem icals listed in Annex A, B or C that are released
or disposed of.
Article 11
Research, development and monitoring
1.
The Parties shall, with in the ir cap abilities, a t the n ational and inter national lev els,
encourage and/or undertake appropriate resear ch, developm ent, m onitoring and cooperation
pertaining to persistent organi c pollutants and, where relevant, to the ir altern atives and to
candidate persistent organic pollutants, including on their:
(a) Sources and releases into the environment;
(b) Presence, levels and trends in humans and the environment;
(c) Environm ental transport, fate and transformation;
(d) Effects on human health and the environment;
(e) Socio-economic and cultural impacts;
(f) Release reduction and/or elimination; and
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(g) Harmonized m ethodologies for m aking i nventories of generating sources and
analytical techniques for the measurement of releases.
2.

In undertaking action under paragraph 1, the Parties shall, within their capabilities:

(a) Support and further develop, as appropria te, international programm es, networks
and organizations aim ed at defining, conducting, assessing and financing research, data
collection and monitoring, taking into account the need to minimize duplication of effort;
(b) Support national and international effort s to strengthen national scientific and
technical research capabilities, particularly in developing countries and countries with
economies in transition, and to promote access to, and the exchange of, data and analyses;
(c) Take into account the concerns and needs, particularly in the field of financial and
technical resources, of developi ng countries an d countries with econo mies in tran sition an d
cooperate in im proving their cap ability to participate in
the ef forts referred to in
subparagraphs (a) and (b);
(d) Undertake research work geared to
organic pollutants on reproductive health;

wards allev iating the effects of persis

tent

(e) Make the results of their research, de velopment and monitoring activities referred
to in this paragraph accessible to the public on a timely and regular basis; and
(f) Encourage and/or undertake cooperation with regard to storage and m aintenance
of information generated from research, development and monitoring.
Article 12
Technical assistance
1.
The Parties recognize that re ndering of tim ely and appropria te technical assistance in
response to requests from developing country Part ies and Parties with economies in transition
is essential to the successful implementation of this Convention.
2.
The Parties shall cooperate to provide tim ely and appropriate t echnical assistan ce to
developing country Parties and Parties with economies in transition, to assist them, taking into
account their particular needs, to develop and strengthen thei r capacity to im plement their
obligations under this Convention.
3.
In this regard, technical assistance to be provided by developed country Parties, and
other Parties in accord ance w ith their capabilities, sha ll in clude, as appropriate and as
mutually agreed, technical as sistance for capac ity-building relating to implementation of the
obligations under this C onvention. Further guida nce in this regard shall be provided by the
Conference of the Parties.
4.
The Parties shall establish, as appropriat e, arrangem ents for the purpose of providing
technical assistance and prom oting the transfer of technology to developing country Parties
and Parties with econo mies in tran sition relati ng to the implem entation of this Convention.
These arrangements shall include regional and subregional centres for capacity-building and
transfer of technology to assist developing co untry Parties and Parties with econom ies in
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transition to fulfil their obliga tions under this Convention. Fu rther guidance in this regard
shall be provided by the Conference of the Parties.
5.
The Parties shall, in the context of this Article, take full account of the specific needs
and special situation of least developed countries and sm all island developing states in their
actions with regard to technical assistance.
Article 13
Financial resources and mechanisms
1.
Each Party undertakes to provide, within
its capabilities, financial support and
incentives in respect of those natio nal activities that are in tended to achieve the ob jective of
this Convention in accordance with its national plans, priorities and programmes.
2.
The developed country Partie s shall provide new and additi onal financial resources to
enable developing country Parties and Parties with economies in transition to meet the agreed
full increm ental cos ts of im plementing m easures which f ulfill their ob ligations un der this
Convention as agreed between a recipient Party and an entity participating in the mechanism
described in paragraph 6. Other Parties may also on a voluntary basis an d in accordance with
their capabilities provide such financial resources. Contribu tions from other sources should
also be encouraged. T he im plementation of th ese comm itments shall take into account the
need for adequacy, predictability, the tim ely flow of funds and th e importance of burden
sharing among the contributing Parties.
3.
Developed country Parties, and other Parties in accordance with their capabilities and in
accordance with th eir national p lans, prio rities and p rogrammes, m ay also prov ide and
developing country Parties and Parties with
economies i n transition avail them selves of
financial resources to assist in their implementation of this Convention through other bilateral,
regional and multilateral sources or channels.
4.
The extent to which the developing country P arties will effectively implem ent their
commitments under this Convention will de
pend on the effective im
plementation by
developed country Parties of their comm itments under this Convention relating to f inancial
resources, technical assistance and technology tr ansfer. The fact that sustainable econom ic
and social development and eradication of poverty are the first and overriding priorities of the
developing country Parties will be taken fully into account, gi ving due consid eration to the
need for the protection of human health and the environment.
5.
The Parties shall take full account of the specific needs and special situ ation of the least
developed countries and the sm all island developi ng states in their acti ons with regard to
funding.
6.
A m echanism for the provision of adequate
and sustainable financial resources to
developing country Parties and Parties with economies in transition on a grant or concessional
basis to assist in their implem entation of th e Convention is hereby defined. The mechanism
shall function under the authority, as appropria te, and guidan ce of, and be accountab le to the
Conference of the Parties for the purposes of th is Convention. Its operation shall be entrusted
to one or m ore entities, incl uding existing interna tional entities, as m ay be decided upon by
the Conference of the Parties. The m echanism m ay also include othe r entities providing
multilateral, regional an d bilate ral f inancial and technica l a ssistance. Contribution s to the
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mechanism shall b e additional to other financia l transfers to developin g country P arties and
Parties with economies in transition as reflected in, and in accordance with, paragraph 2.
7.
Pursuant to the objectives of this Conve ntion and paragraph 6, the Conference of the
Parties shall at its first m eeting adopt appropriate guidance to be provided to the mechanism
and shall agree with the entity o r entities pa rticipating in the financial m echanism upon
arrangements to give effect thereto. The guidance shall address, inter alia:
(a) The dete rmination of th e policy, s trategy and programm e prio rities, as well as
clear and detailed criteria and guidelines regarding eligib ility for access to and utilization of
financial resources including monitoring and evaluation on a regular basis of such utilization;
(b) The provision by the entity or entities of regular reports to the Conf erence of the
Parties on adequacy and sustainability of funding for activities relevant to the im plementation
of this Convention;
(c) The prom otion of m
arrangements;

ultiple-source funding approaches, m

echanisms and

(d) The modalities for the determination in a predictable and id entifiable manner of
the am ount of funding necessary and available for the im plementation of this Convention,
keeping in m ind that the phasing out of persis tent organic pollutants might require sustained
funding, and the conditions under which that amount shall be periodically reviewed; and
(e) The m odalities f or the provision to inte rested Parties of a ssistance with need s
assessment, inform ation on available sources of funds and on funding patterns in order to
facilitate coordination among them.
8.
The Conference of the Parties shall review , n ot la ter tha n its secon d m eeting and
thereafter o n a regu lar basis, the effectiven ess of the mechanism es tablished under this
Article, its ability to address the changing needs of the developing coun try Parties and Parties
with economies in transition, the criteria and guidance referred to in pa ragraph 7, the level of
funding as well as the effectiveness of the performance of the institutional entities entrusted to
operate the financial m echanism. It shall, ba sed on such review, take appropriate action, if
necessary, to im prove the effectiveness
of the m echanism, including by m eans of
recommendations and guidance on m easures to ensure adequate and sustainable funding to
meet the needs of the Parties.
Article 14
Interim financial arrangements
The institutional structure of the Glo bal Environment Facility, operated in accordan ce
with the Ins trument f or the Establis hment of the Restructured Global Environm ent Facility,
shall, on an interim basis, be the p rincipal entity entrusted with the operations of the financial
mechanism referred to in Article 13, for the period between the date of entry into force of this
Convention and the first m eeting of the Conferen ce of the Parties, or un til such time as the
Conference of the Pa rties dec ides which in stitutional s tructure will be de signated in
accordance with Article 13. The institu tional st ructure of the Global Environment Facility
should fulfill th is function through operational m easures related specifically to persis tent
organic pollutants taking into account that new arrangements for this area may be needed.
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Article 15
Reporting
1.
Each Party s hall report to the Conference of the Parties on the measures it has taken to
implement the provisions of this Convention an d on the effectiveness of such m easures in
meeting the objectives of the Convention.
2.

Each Party shall provide to the Secretariat:

(a) Statistical data on its to tal quantities of production, im port and export of each of
the chemicals listed in Annex A and Annex B or a reasonable estimate of such data; and
(b) To the extent practicable, a list of the States from which it has imported each such
substance and the States to which it has exported each such substance.
3.
Such reporting shall be at periodic interv
Conference of the Parties at its first meeting.

als and in a form at to be decided by the

Article 16
Effectiveness evaluation
1.
Commencing four years afte r the date of entry into force of this Convention, and
periodically thereaf ter at inte rvals to be d ecided by the Conference of the Parties, the
Conference shall evaluate the effectiveness of this Convention.
2.
In order to f acilitate such evalua tion, the Conference of th e Partie s sh all, a t its f irst
meeting, initiate the establishm ent of arrang ements to provide itself with comparable
monitoring data on the presence of the chemicals listed in Annexes A, B and C as well as their
regional and global environmental transport. These arrangements:
(a) Should be implem ented by the Parties on a regional basis when appropriate, in
accordance with th eir techn ical and financia l cap abilities, us ing existing monitoring
programmes and m echanisms to the exten t possible and prom oting harm onization of
approaches;
(b) May be supplem ented where necessary, taking into account the differences
between regions and their capabilities to implement monitoring activities; and
(c) Shall includ e repo rts to the Conf erence of th e Parties on the resu lts of the
monitoring activ ities o n a regi onal and global basis at interv als to be specified by the
Conference of the Parties.
3.
The evaluation described in paragraph 1 sh all be conducted on the basis of available
scientific, environmental, technical and economic information, including:
(a)

Reports and other monitoring information provided pursuant to paragraph 2;

(b)

National reports submitted pursuant to Article 15; and
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(c) Non-compliance information provided pursuant to the procedures established
under Article 17.
Article 17
Non-compliance
The Conference of th e Parties shall, as soon as practicable, develop a nd a pprove
procedures and institutional m echanisms for determining non-compliance with the provisions
of this Convention and for the treatment of Parties found to be in non-compliance.
Article 18
Settlement of disputes
1.
Parties shall settle any dispute between
them concerning the interpretation or
application of this Convention thro ugh negotia tion or o ther peaceful means of their own
choice.
2.
When ratifying, accepting, appr oving or acceding to the Conve ntion, or at any tim e
thereafter, a Party that is not a regional econom ic integration organization may declare in a
written instrument submitted to the depositary that, with respect to any dispute concerning the
interpretation or application of the Convention, it recognizes one or both of the following
means of dispute settlem ent as compulsory in relation to any Party accepting th e sam e
obligation:
(a) Arbitration in accordance with procedur es to be adopted by the Conference of the
Parties in an annex as soon as practicable;
(b)

Submission of the dispute to the International Court of Justice.

3.
A Party that is a regional econom ic inte gration organization may m ake a declaration
with like ef fect in re lation to arb itration in accordance with th e pro cedure referred to in
paragraph 2 (a).
4.
A declaration made pursuant to paragraph 2 or paragraph 3 shall rem ain in force until it
expires in accordance with its terms or until three months after written notice of its revocation
has been deposited with the depositary.
5.
The expiry of a declaration, a notice of revocation or a new declaration shall not in any
way affect proceedings pending before an arbitral tribunal or the International Court of Justice
unless the parties to the dispute otherwise agree.
6.
If the parties to a d ispute have no t accep ted th e sam e or any procedure pursuan t to
paragraph 2, and if they have not been able
to settle their dispute w ithin twelve m onths
following notification by one party to another th at a dispute exists between them , the dispute
shall be submitted to a conciliation commission at the request of any party to the dispute. The
conciliation commission shall rende r a report wi th recommendations. Addition al procedures
relating to the conciliation comm ission shall be included in an annex to be adopted by the
Conference of the Parties no later than at its second meeting.

18

Article 19
Conference of the Parties
1.

A Conference of the Parties is hereby established.

2.
The first m eeting of the C onference of the Part ies shall be convene d by the Executive
Director of the United N ations Environment Programme no later than one year after the entry
into force of this Convention. Thereafter, ordi nary meetings of the Conference of the Parties
shall be held at regular intervals to be decided by the Conference.
3.
Extraordinary m eetings of the Conference of the Parties sh all be held at such oth er
times as m ay be deem ed necessary by the Confer ence, or at the writte n request of any Party
provided that it is supported by at least one third of the Parties.
4.
The Confer ence of the Parties shall by c onsensus agree upon and adopt at its first
meeting rules of procedure and financial rules for itself and any subsidiary bodies, as well as
financial provisions governing the functioning of the Secretariat.
5.
The Confer ence of the Parties shall keep under continuous review and evaluation the
implementation of this Convention. It shal l perform the functions assigned to it by the
Convention and, to this end, shall:
(a) Establish, further to the requirem ents of paragraph 6, such subsid iary bodies as it
considers necessary for the implementation of the Convention;
(b) Cooperate, where appropriate, with co mpetent international organizations and
intergovernmental and non-governmental bodies; and
(c) Regularly review all information made available to the Parties pursuant to Article
15, including consideration of the effectiveness of paragraph 2 (b) (iii) of Article 3;
(d) Consider and undertake any additiona
achievement of the objectives of the Convention.

l action that m ay be required for the

6.
The Conference of the Parties shall, at its first meeting, establish a subsidiary body to be
called the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee for the purposes of performing the
functions assigned to that Committee by this Convention. In this regard:
(a) The m embers of the Persis tent Org anic Pollu tants Review Comm ittee shall b e
appointed by the Conference of the Parties. Membership of the Committee sh all consist of
government-designated experts in chem ical assessment or management. The m embers of the
Committee shall be appointed on the basis of equitable geographical distribution;
(b) The Conference of the Parties shall decide on the terms of reference, organization
and operation of the Committee; and
(c) The Committee sh all m ake every effo rt to adopt its recomm endations by
consensus. If all efforts at consensus have been exhausted, and no consensus reached, such
recommendation shall as a last resort be adopted by a two-thirds majority vote of the members
present and voting.
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7.
The Conference of the Parties shall, at its third meeting, evaluate the continued need for
the procedure contained in paragraph 2 (b) of
Article 3, includ ing conside ration of its
effectiveness.
8.
The United Nations, its specialized agenci es and the International Atom ic Energy
Agency, as well as any State not Party to this Convention, may be represented at meetings of
the Conference of the Parties as observers.
Any body or agency, whether national or
international, governm ental or non-governm ental, qualified in m atters covered by the
Convention, and which has informed the Secretariat of its wish to be represented at a m eeting
of the Conference of the Parties as an observer may be admitted unless at least one third of the
Parties present object. The adm ission and partic ipation of observers shall be subject to the
rules of procedure adopted by the Conference of the Parties.
Article 20
Secretariat
1.

A Secretariat is hereby established.

2.

The functions of the Secretariat shall be:

(a) To m ake arrangem ents for m eetings of the Conference of the Parties
subsidiary bodies and to provide them with services as required;

and its

(b) To facilitate assistance to the Parties, particularly developing country P arties and
Parties with economies in transition, on request, in the implementation of this Convention;
(c) To ensure the necess ary coordin ation with the secretariats of other relevan t
international bodies;
(d) To prepare and m ake availab le to the Parties periodic reports based on
information received pursuant to Article 15 and other available information;
(e) To enter, un der th e overall gu idance of the Con ference of the Parties, into such
administrative and contractual arrangements as may be required for the effective discharge of
its functions; and
(f) To perform the other se cretariat functions specified in this Convention and such
other functions as may be determined by the Conference of the Parties.
3.
The secretariat functions for this Conven tion shall be perform ed by the Executive
Director of the United Nations Environm ent Programme, unless the Conference of the Parties
decides, by a three-fourths majority of the Parties present and voting, to entrust the secretariat
functions to one or more other international organizations.
Article 21
Amendments to the Convention
1.

Amendments to this Convention may be proposed by any Party.
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2.
Amendments to this Convention shall be a dopted at a m eeting of the Conference of the
Parties. The text of any proposed am endment shall be communicated to the Parties by the
Secretariat at least six months before the m eeting at which it is propo sed for adoption. The
Secretariat shall also comm unicate proposed a mendments to the signatories to this
Convention and, for information, to the depositary.
3.
The Parties shall m ake every effort to reach agreement on any proposed am endment to
this Convention by consensus. If all efforts
at consensus have been exhausted, and no
agreement reached, the a mendment shall as a last resort be adopted by a three-fourths
majority vote of the Parties present and voting.
4.
The amendment shall b e communicated by the depositary to all Par ties for ratification,
acceptance or approval.
5.
Ratification, acceptance or approval of an amendment shall be notified to the depositary
in writing. An am endment adopted in accordan ce with paragraph 3 shall en ter into force for
the Parties h aving accepted it on the ninetieth day after the d ate of deposit of instrum ents of
ratification, acceptance or approval by at least three-fourths of th e Parties. Thereafter, the
amendment shall enter into force fo r any o ther Party on the ninetieth day after the date on
which that Party depo sits its ins trument of ratification, acceptance or approv al of the
amendment.
Article 22
Adoption and amendment of annexes
1.
Annexes to this Convention shall form an integral part thereof and, unless expressly
provided otherwise, a reference to this Conventi on constitutes at the sam e time a reference to
any annexes thereto.
2.
Any additional annexes shall be restricted
administrative matters.

to procedural, scie

ntific, techn ical or

3.
The following procedure shall apply to the proposal, adoption and entry into force of
additional annexes to this Convention:
(a) Additional annexes shall be proposed and adopted according to the procedure laid
down in paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of Article 21;
(b) Any Party that is un able to acc ept an additional annex shall so notify the
depositary, in writing, within one year from th e date of communication by the depositary of
the adoption of the additional annex. The depos itary shall without dela y notify all Parties of
any such notification received. A Party m ay at any tim e withdraw a previous notification of
non-acceptance in resp ect of any addition al annex, and the annex shall thereupon enter in to
force for that Party subject to subparagraph (c); and
(c) On the expiry of one year from the date of the communication by the depositary
of the adoption of an additional annex, the annex shall enter into force for all Parties that have
not submitted a notification in accordance with the provisions of subparagraph (b).
4.
The proposal, adoption and entry into force of amendments to Annex A, B or C shall be
subject to the same procedures as for the proposal, adoption and entry into f orce of additional
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annexes to this Convention, except that an amendment to Annex A, B or C shall not enter into
force with respect to an y Party that has m ade a declaratio n with resp ect to am endment to
those Annexes in acco rdance with paragraph 4 of Article 25, in which case any such
amendment shall enter into force for such a Part y on the ninetieth day after the date of deposit
with th e depositary of its instrum ent of ratif ication, acceptance, app roval or accession with
respect to such amendment.
5.
The following procedure shall apply to the proposal, adoption and entry into force of an
amendment to Annex D, E or F:
(a) Amendments shall be proposed acco rding to the procedure in paragraphs 1 and 2
of Article 21;
(b) The Parties shall take decisions on
consensus; and

an am endment to Annex D, E or F by

(c) A decision to am end Anne x D, E or F shall f orthwith be communicated to the
Parties by the depositary. The amendment shall enter into force for all Parties on a date to be
specified in the decision.
6.
If an add itional annex or an am endment to an annex is related to an am endment to this
Convention, the additio nal annex or a mendment shall not enter in to force until such tim e as
the amendment to the Convention enters into force.
Article 23
Right to vote
1.
2.

Each Party to this Conventi on shall have one vote, except as provided for in paragraph

2.
A regional econom ic integration organizati on, on matters within its com petence, shall
exercise its right to vote with a number of votes equal to the number of its member States that
are Parties to this Convention. Such an organiza tion shall not exercise its right to vote if any
of its member States exercises its right to vote, and vice versa.
Article 24
Signature
This Convention shall be open for signature at Stockholm by all States and regional
economic integration organizations on 23 May 2001, and at the United Nations Headquarters
in New York from 24 May 2001 to 22 May 2002.
Article 25
Ratification, acceptance, approval or accession
1.
This Convention shall be subject to ratification, acceptance or approval by States and by
regional economic integration or ganizations. It shall be ope n for accession by S tates and by
regional econom ic integration organizations from the da y after the date on which the
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Convention is closed for signature. Instru
ments of ratification, acceptance, app
accession shall be deposited with the depositary.

roval o r

2.
Any regional econom ic integration orga nization that becom es a Party to this
Convention without any of its m ember Stat es being a Party shall be bound by all the
obligations under the C onvention. In the case of such organi zations, one or m ore of whose
member States is a Party to this Convention, the organization and its member States shall
decide on their respectiv e responsibilities for the perform ance of their obligations under the
Convention. In such cases, the organization an d the m ember States shall not be entitled to
exercise rights under the Convention concurrently.
3.
In its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, a regional economic
integration organization shall declare the ex tent of its com petence in respect of th e m atters
governed by this Convention. Any such organi zation shall also inform the depositary, who
shall in turn inform the Parties, of any relevant modification in the extent of its competence.
4.
In its in strument of ratification, accep tance, approval o r accession, any Party m ay
declare that, with respect to it, any amendment to Annex A, B or C shall enter into force only
upon the deposit of its instrum ent of ratification, accep tance, approv al or accession with
respect thereto.
Article 26
Entry into force
1.
This Convention shall enter in to force on the ninetieth day af ter the date of deposit of
the fiftieth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.
2.
For each State o r regio nal econom ic in tegration organ ization that ratifies, accep ts o r
approves th is Conventio n or accedes thereto after the depo sit of the fiftieth in strument of
ratification, acceptance, approval o r accession, th e Convention shall en ter into force on the
ninetieth day after the date of deposit by
such State or regional econom ic integration
organization of its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.
3.
For the purpose of paragraphs 1 and 2, any instrument deposited by a regional economic
integration organization shall not b e counted as addition al to those deposited by m ember
States of that organization.
Article 27
Reservations
No reservations may be made to this Convention.
Article 28
Withdrawal
1.
At any tim e after three years from the da te on which this Conven tion has entered into
force for a Party, that Party may withdraw from the Convention by giving written notification
to the depositary.
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2.
Any such withdrawal shall take effect upon the expiry of one year from the date of
receipt by the depositary of the notification of withdr awal, or on such later date as m ay be
specified in the notification of withdrawal.
Article 29
Depositary
The Secretary-General of the United Nati
Convention.

ons shall be the depositary of this

Article 30
Authentic texts
The original of this C onvention, of whic h the Arabic, C hinese, English, French,
Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General
of the United Nations.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF the unders igned, being duly authorized to that effect, have
signed this Convention.
Done at Stockholm on this twenty-second day of May, two thousand and one.
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Annex A
ELIMINATION
Part I
Chemical Activity
Aldrin*
CAS No: 309-00-2
Chlordane*
CAS No: 57-74-9

Dieldrin*
CAS No: 60-57-1
Endrin*
CAS No: 72-20-8
Heptachlor*
CAS No: 76-44-8

Hexachlorobenzene
CAS No: 118-74-1

Mirex*
CAS No: 2385-85-5

Specific exemption
Production None
Use Local

ectoparasiticide
Insecticide

Production

As allowed for the Parties listed in the
Register

Use Local

ectoparasiticide
Insecticide
Termiticide
Termiticide in buildings and dams
Termiticide in roads
Additive in plywood adhesives

Production None
Use
Production None
Use None
Production None
Use Term

iticide
Termiticide in structures of houses
Termiticide (subterranean)
Wood treatment
In use in underground cable boxes

Production

As allowed for the Parties listed in the
Register

Use Interm

ediate
Solvent in pesticide
Closed system site limited intermediate

Production

As allowed for the Parties listed in the
Register

Use Term
Toxaphene*
CAS No: 8001-35-2

Polychlorinated
Biphenyls (PCB)*

In agricultural operations

iticide

Production None
Use None
Production None
Use

Articles in use in accordance with the
provisions of Part II of this Annex
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Notes:
(i)

Except as otherwise specified in th
is Convention, quantities of a chem
ical
occurring as unintentional trace contaminants in products an d articles shall not be
considered to be listed in this Annex;

(ii)

This note shall not be considered as a production and use specific exemption for
purposes of paragraph 2 of Article 3.
Quantities of a ch emical occu rring as
constituents of articles m anufactured or already in use before or on the date of
entry into force of the re levant obligation with respect to th at chemical, shall no t
be considered as listed in this Annex, provided that a P
arty has notified the
Secretariat that a particular type of article remains in use within that Party. The
Secretariat shall make such notifications publicly available;

(iii) This note, which does not apply to a ch emical that has an asterisk following its
name in the Chemical column in Part I of this Annex, shall n ot be considered as a
production and use specific exem ption for pur poses of paragraph 2 of Article 3.
Given that no significant quantities of th e chemical are expected to reach hum ans
and the environment during the production and use of a closed-system site-limited
intermediate, a Party, upon notification
to the Secretariat, m ay allow the
production and use of quantities of a che mical listed in this Annex as a closedsystem site-limited intermediate that is chemically transformed in the manufacture
of other chem icals that, ta king into consideration the criteria i n pa ragraph 1 of
Annex D, do not exhibit the characteristics of persistent organic pollutants. This
notification shall include inf ormation on total production and use of such
chemical or a reason able estimate of such inform ation and inform ation regarding
the nature of the closed -system site-limited process including the am ount of any
non-transformed and uninten tional trace cont amination of the persisten t organic
pollutant-starting material in the final product. This procedur e applies except as
otherwise specified in th is Annex. The Secretariat shal l make such notifications
available to the Conference of the Parties and to the public. Such production or
use shall not be considered a producti
on or use specific exem ption. Such
production and use shall cease after a ten- year period, unless the Party concerned
submits a n ew notif ication to the S ecretariat, in which c ase the per iod will be
extended for an add itional ten y ears unless the Conference of the Parties, after a
review of the production and use decides otherwise. The notification procedure
can be repeated;
(iv) All the spec ific exemptions in th is Annex may be exercised by Parties that have
registered exem ptions in respect of th em in accordance with Article 4 with the
exception of the use of polychlo rinated biphenyls in articles in use in accordance
with the provisions of Part II of this Annex, which m ay be exercised by all
Parties.
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Part II
Polychlorinated biphenyls
Each Party shall:
(a) With regard to the elim ination o f the use of polychlorinated biphenyls in
equipment (e.g. transform ers, capacitors or oth er recep tacles contain ing liquid sto cks) by
2025, subject to review by the Conference of the Parties, take action in accordance with the
following priorities:
(i)

Make determined efforts to identif y, label and rem ove from use equipment
containing greater than 10 per cent polychlorinated biphenyls and volum es
greater than 5 litres;

(ii)

Make determined efforts to identi fy, label and rem ove from use equipment
containing greater than 0.05 per cent polychlorinated biphenyls and volumes
greater than 5 litres;

(iii) Endeavour to identify and rem ove from use equipm ent containing greater
than 0.005 percent polychlorinated biphenyls and volumes greater than 0.05
litres;
(b) Consistent with the priorities in
subparagraph (a), promote the following
measures to reduce exposures and risk to control the use of polychlorinated biphenyls:
(i)

Use only in intact a nd non-leaking equipm ent and only in areas where the
risk from environmental release can be minimised and quickly remedied;

(ii)

Not use in equipm ent in areas asso ciated with the produc tion or processing
of food or feed;

(iii) When used in populated areas,
including schools and hospitals, all
reasonable measures to protect from electrical failure which could result in a
fire, and regular inspection of equipment for leaks;
(c) Notwithstanding paragraph 2 of Article 3, ensure that equipm ent containing
polychlorinated biphenyls, as described in subparagraph (a), shall not be exported or imported
except for the purpose of environmentally sound waste management;
(d) Except for m aintenance and servicing operations, not allow recovery for the
purpose of reuse in other equipm ent of liquids with polychlorinated biphenyls content above
0.005 per cent;
(e) Make determ ined e fforts designed to lead to environm entally sound waste
management of liquids containing polychlorin ated biphenyls and equipm ent contam inated
with polychlorinated biphenyls having a polyc hlorinated biphenyls content above 0.005 per
cent, in accordance with paragraph 1 of Article 6, as soon as possible but no later than 2028,
subject to review by the Conference of the Parties;
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(f) In lieu of note (ii) in Part I of this
Annex, endeavour to identify other articles
containing more than 0.005 per ce nt polychlorinated biphenyl s (e.g. cable-sheaths, cured
caulk and painted objects) and manage them in accordance with paragraph 1 of Article 6;
(g) Provide a report every five years on
progress in elim inating polychlorinated
biphenyls and submit it to the Conference of the Parties pursuant to Article 15;
(h) The reports described in subparagraph (g ) shall, as appropriate, be considered by
the Conference of the Parties
in its reviews r elating to p olychlorinated biphenyls. The
Conference of the Parties shal l r eview prog ress towa rds elim ination of polychlorinated
biphenyls at five year intervals or other peri
od, as appropriate, taki ng into account such
reports.
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Annex B
RESTRICTION
Part I
Chemical Activity
DDT
(1,1,1-trichloro-2,2-bis
(4-chlorophenyl)ethane)
CAS No: 50-29-3

Acceptable purpose
or specific exemption
Production Acceptable
purpose:
Disease vector control use in accordance
with Part II of this Annex
Specific exemption:
Intermediate in production of dicofol
Intermediate
Use Acceptable

purpose:
Disease vector control in accordance with
Part II of this Annex
Specific exemption:
Production of dicofol
Intermediate

Notes:
(i)

Except as otherwise specified in th
is Convention, quantities of a chem
ical
occurring as unintentional trace contaminants in products an d articles shall not be
considered to be listed in this Annex;

(ii)

This note sh all not be considered as a produ ction and use acceptab le purpose or
specific exe mption f or purposes of para graph 2 of Article 3. Quantities of a
chemical occurring as constituents of articles m anufactured or already in use
before or on the date of entry into force of the re levant obligation with r espect to
that chemical, shall not be considered as listed in this Annex, provided that a Party
has notified the Sec retariat that a p articular type of article remains in use with in
that Party. The Secretariat shall make such notifications publicly available;

(iii) This note shall not be considered as a production and use specific exemption for
purposes of paragraph 2 of Article 3. Gi ven that no significant quantities of the
chemical are expected to reach humans and the environment during the production
and use of a closed-system site-limited intermediate, a Party, upon notification to
the Secretariat, may allow the production and use of quantities of a chemical listed
in th is Ann ex as a c losed-system site -limited inte rmediate that is che mically
transformed in the m anufacture of other chemicals that, taking into co nsideration
the criteria in parag raph 1 of Annex D, do not exhibit the characteristics of
persistent organic pollutants. This notification shall inc lude information on to tal
production and use of such chem ical or a reasonable estimate of such information
and inform ation regarding the nature of the closed-system site-lim ited process
including the am ount of any non-tr
ansformed and uni ntentional trace
contamination of the persistent organic pollutant-starting m aterial in the f inal
product. This procedure applies except as otherwise specified in this A nnex. The
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Secretariat shall make such notifications available to the Conference of the Parties
and to the public. Such production or use shall not be consider ed a production or
use specific exem ption. Such producti on and use shall cease after a ten-year
period, unless the Party concerned submits a new notification to the Secretariat, in
which case the per iod will be ex tended f or an addition al ten year s unless th e
Conference of the Parties, after a review of the production and use decides
otherwise. The notification procedure can be repeated;
(iv) All the spec ific exemptions in th is Annex may be exercised by Parties that have
registered in respect of them in accordance with Article 4.
Part II
DDT (1,1,1-trichloro-2,2-bis(4-chlorophenyl)ethane)
1.
The production and use of DDT shall be elim inated except for Parties that have notified
the Secre tariat of their intention to produce and/or use it. A DDT
Register is hereby
established and shall b e availa ble to the pub lic. The Sec retariat sha ll m aintain the DDT
Register.
2.
Each Party that produces and/or uses DDT sh all restrict such produc tion and/or use for
disease v ector contro l in accordan ce with th e World Health Organi zation recomm endations
and guidelines on the use of DDT and when locally safe, effective and affordable alternatives
are not available to the Party in question.
3.
In the event that a Party not listed in the DDT Register determines that it requires DDT
for disease vector control, it shall notify the Secretariat as soon as possible in order to have its
name added forthwith to the DDT Re gister. It shall at the same time notify the World Health
Organization.
4.
Every three years, each Party that uses DDT shall prov ide to the Secretariat and the
World Health Organization information on the amount used, the conditions of such use and its
relevance to that Party’s disease managem ent strategy, in a form at to be decided by the
Conference of the Parties in consultation with the World Health Organization.
5.
With the goal of reducing and ultimately eliminating the use of DDT, the Conference of
the Parties shall encourage:
(a) Each Party using DDT to develop and implement an actio n pl an as p art of the
implementation plan specified in Article 7. That action plan shall include:
(i)

Development of regulatory and other mechanisms to ensure that DDT use is
restricted to disease vector control;

(ii)

Implementation of suitable altern ative products, m ethods and strategies,
including resistance m anagement strateg ies to ensu re the con tinuing
effectiveness of these alternatives;

(iii)

Measures to strengthen health care and to reduce the incidence of the
disease.

(b) The Parties, within their capabilities, to promote research and development of safe
alternative chem ical and non-ch emical products, m ethods and strategies for Parties using
DDT, relevant to the conditions of those countri es and with the goal of decreasing the hum an
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and economic burden of disease. F actors to be prom oted when considering alternatives or
combinations of alte rnatives sha ll includ e th e hum an health risks and envir onmental
implications of such alternatives. Viable al ternatives to DDT shall pose less risk to hum an
health and the environm ent, be suitable for di sease control based on conditions in the Parties
in question and be supported with monitoring data.
6.
Commencing at its first m
eeting, and at least every three ye
ars thereafter, the
Conference of the Parties shall, in consultation with the World Health Organization, evaluate
the continu ed need for DDT for di sease vector control on the basis of availab le s cientific,
technical, environmental and economic information, including:
(a)

The production and use of DDT and the conditions set out in paragraph 2;

(b)

The availability, suitability and implementation of the alternatives to DDT; and

(c)
Progress in strengthening the capacity of countries to transfer safely to reliance on
such alternatives.
7.
A Party m ay, at any tim e, withdraw its name from the DDT Registry upon written
notification to the Secre tariat. The withdrawal shall take ef fect on the date spec ified in the
notification.
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Annex C
UNINTENTIONAL PRODUCTION
Part I: Persistent organic pollutants subject to the requirements of Article 5
This Annex applie s to the f ollowing pers istent organic pollutants when for med and
released unintentionally from anthropogenic sources:
Chemical
Polychlorinated dibenzo-p-dioxins and dibenzofurans (PCDD/PCDF)
Hexachlorobenzene (HCB) (CAS No: 118-74-1)
Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB)
Part II: Source categories
Polychlorinated dibenzo-p-dioxins and
dibenzofurans, hexachlorobenzene and
polychlorinated biphenyls are unintentionally formed and released fro m therm al processes
involving organic m atter and ch lorine as a result of incomplete com bustion or chem ical
reactions. The following industrial source categories have the potential for comparatively high
formation and release of these chemicals to the environment:
(a) Waste incinerators, including co-inciner ators of municipal, hazardous or m edical
waste or of sewage sludge;
(b)

Cement kilns firing hazardous waste;

(c) Production of pulp using elem ental chlo rine or chem icals generating elem ental
chlorine for bleaching;
(d)

The following thermal processes in the metallurgical industry:
(i)

Secondary copper production;

(ii)

Sinter plants in the iron and steel industry;

(iii) Secondary aluminium production;
(iv) Secondary zinc production.
Part III: Source categories
Polychlorinated dibenzo-p-dioxins and
polychlorinated biphenyls m ay also be unin
following source categories, including:

dibenzofurans, hexachlorobenzene and
tentionally form ed and released from the

(a)

Open burning of waste, including burning of landfill sites;

(b)

Thermal processes in the metallurgical industry not mentioned in Part II;
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(c) Residential

combustion sources;

(d)

Fossil fuel-fired utility and industrial boilers;

(e)

Firing installations for wood and other biomass fuels;

(f) Specific chem ical production proce sses releasing unintentionally for
persistent organic pollutants, especially production of chlorophenols and chloranil;
(g)

Crematoria;
(h)

Motor vehicles, particularly those burning leaded gasoline;

(i)

Destruction of animal carcasses;

(j) Textile and leather dyeing (with ch
extraction);

(m

med

loranil) and finish

(k)

Shredder plants for the treatment of end of life vehicles;

(l)

Smouldering of copper cables;

ing (with alkaline

) Waste oil refineries.
Part IV: Definitions

1.

For the purposes of this Annex:

(a) “Polychlorinated biphenyls” means aromatic compounds formed in such a manner
that the hydrogen atom s on the biphenyl m olecule (two benzene rings bonded together by a
single carbon-carbon bond) may be replaced by up to ten chlorine atoms; and
(b)
“Polychlorinated dibenzo-p-dioxins” and “polychlor inated dibenzofurans” are
tricyclic, aromatic compounds formed by two benzene rings connected by two oxygen atom s
in polychlorinated dibenzo-p-dioxins and by one oxygen atom and one carbon-carbon bond in
polychlorinated dib enzofurans and the hydrogen atom s of which m ay be rep laced b y up to
eight chlorine atoms.
2.
In this Annex, the toxicity of polychlorin ated dibenzo-p-dioxins and dibenzofurans is
expressed using the concept of toxic equivale ncy which m easures the relative dioxin-like
toxic activity of different conge ners of polychlorinated dibenz o-p-dioxins and dibenzofurans
and coplanar polychlorinated biphenyls in co mparison to 2,3,7,8-tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin.
The toxic equivalent factor valu es to be used f or the purposes of this Convention shall be
consistent with ac cepted in ternational s tandards, comm encing with the W orld Health
Organization 1998 m ammalian toxic e quivalent factor values fo r polychlorinated dibenzo-pdioxins and dibenzofurans and
coplanar polychlorinated biphe nyls. Concentrations are
expressed in toxic equivalents.
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Part V: General guidance on best available techniques and best environmental practices
This Part provides general guidance to Parties on preventing or redu cing releases of the
chemicals listed in Part I.
A. General prevention measures relating to both best available techniques
and best environmental practices
Priority should be given to the consideration of approaches to prevent the formation and
release of the chemicals listed in Part I. Useful measures could include:
(a)

The use of low-waste technology;

(b)

The use of less hazardous substances;

(c) The prom otion of the recovery and
generated and used in a process;

recycling of waste and of substances

(d) Replacement of feed materials which ar e persistent organ ic pollutan ts or where
there is a d irect link b etween the materials and releases of persistent organic pollutants from
the source;
(e)

Good housekeeping and preventive maintenance programmes;

(f) Improvements in waste m anagement with the aim of the cessation of open and
other unco ntrolled bur ning of wastes, inc luding the bur ning of landf ill sites. W hen
considering proposals to constr uct new waste disposal facil ities, consideration should be
given to alternatives su ch as ac tivities to minimize the generation of municipal and m edical
waste, including resource recovery, reuse, recycling, waste separation and promoting products
that generate less waste. Under this appr oach, public health concer ns should be carefully
considered;
(g)

Minimization of these chemicals as contaminants in products;

(h) Avoiding elem ental chlorine or chem icals generating elem ental chlorine for
bleaching.
B. Best available techniques
The concept of best available techniques is not aim ed at the prescription of any specific
technique or technology, but at taking into
account the technical characteristics of the
installation concerned, its geog raphical loca tion and the local env ironmental c onditions.
Appropriate control techniques to reduce releases of the c hemicals lis ted in Par t I are in
general the sam e. In determ ining best availa ble techniques, special consideration should be
given, generally or in specific ca ses, to the following factors, bearing in mind the likely costs
and benefits of a measure and consideration of precaution and prevention:
(a)

General considerations:
(i)

The nature, effects and m ass of the releases concerned: techniques m ay
vary depending on source size;
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(ii)

The commissioning dates for new or existing installations;

(iii)

The time needed to introduce the best available technique;

(iv)

The consumption and nature of raw
energy efficiency;

(v)

The need to prevent o r reduce to a m inimum the overall im pact of the
releases to the environment and the risks to it;

(vi)

The need to prevent accidents and to minimize their conseq uences for the
environment;

materials u sed in the p rocess and its

(vii) The need to ensure occupational health and safety at workplaces;
(viii) Comparable processes, facilities or methods of operation which have been
tried with success on an industrial scale;
(ix) Technological advances and changes in scientific knowledge and
understanding.
(b) General release reduction m easures: When considering pr oposals to construct
new facilities or significantly modify existing facilities using processes that release chemicals
listed in this Annex, priority
consideration should be give
n to alternative processes,
techniques or practices that have similar usefulness but which avoid the formation and release
of such ch emicals. In cases wh ere such faci lities will be con structed o r s ignificantly
modified, in addition to the prevention measures outlined in section A of Part V the following
reduction measures could also be considered in determining best available techniques:
(i)

Use of im proved methods for flue-gas cleaning such as therm al or catalytic
oxidation, dust precipitation, or adsorption;

(ii)

Treatment of residuals, wastewat er, wastes and sewage sludge by, for
example, therm al treatm ent or rendering th em inert o r ch emical processes
that detoxify them;

(iii) Process changes that lead to the reduction or elimination of releases, such as
moving to closed systems;
(iv) Modification of process design s to im prove com bustion and prevent
formation of the chem icals listed in this Annex, through the control of
parameters such as incineration temperature or residence time.
C. Best environmental practices
The Conference of the P arties may develop guidance with regard to best environmental
practices.
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Annex D
INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS AND SCREENING CRITERIA
1.
A Party submitting a proposal to list a chemical in Annexes A, B and/or C shall identify
the chemical in the m anner described in subpa ragraph (a) and provide the information on the
chemical, and its transform ation products where re levant, relating to the screening criteria set
out in subparagraphs (b) to (e):
(a)

Chemical identity:

(b)

(i)

Names, including trade nam e or na mes, comm ercial nam e or nam es and
synonyms, Che mical Abstracts Se
rvice (CAS) Registry num
ber,
International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) name; and

(ii)

Structure, including sp ecification of isom ers, where app licable, and th e
structure of the chemical class;

Persistence:

(c)

(i)

Evidence th at the half -life of the c hemical in water is g reater than two
months, or that its half-life in soil is greater than six months, or that its halflife in sediment is greater than six months; or

(ii)

Evidence that the chem ical is otherw ise sufficiently persistent to justif y its
consideration within the scope of this Convention;

Bio-accumulation:
(i)

Evidence th at the bio-concentration factor or bio-accum ulation factor in
aquatic species for the chem ical is gr eater than 5,000 or, in the absence of
such data, that the log Kow is greater than 5;

(ii)

Evidence th at a chem ical presen ts other reason s for concern, such as high
bio-accumulation in other species, high toxicity or ecotoxicity; or

(iii) Monitoring data in biota indicatin g that the bio-accum ulation potential of
the chemical is sufficient to justify its consideration within the scope of this
Convention;
(d)

Potential for long-range environmental transport:
(i)

Measured levels of the chem ical in locations distant from the sources of its
release that are of potential concern;

(ii)

Monitoring data showing that l ong-range environm ental transport of the
chemical, with the potential for transfer to a receiv ing environm ent, m ay
have occurred via air, water or migratory species; or

(iii) Environmental fate properties and/or model results that demonstrate that the
chemical has a potential for long-rang e environmental transport through air,
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water o r m igratory species, with th e potential for transfer to a receiv ing
environment in loc ations distant f rom the sou rces of its rele ase. Fo r a
chemical that migrates significantly through the air, its half-life in air should
be greater than two days; and
(e)

Adverse effects:
(i)

Evidence of adverse effects to hum an health o r to the en vironment that
justifies consideration of the chem ical within the scope of this Convention;
or

(ii)

Toxicity or ecotoxicity data that indicate the potential for damage to human
health or to the environment.

2.
The proposing Party shall provide a statem ent of the reasons fo r concern including,
where possible, a com parison of toxicity or ecotoxi city data with detected or pr edicted levels
of a chemical resulting or anticipated from its long-range environmental transport, and a short
statement indicating the need for global control.
3.
The proposing Party shall, to the ex tent possible and taking into account its capabilities,
provide additional information to support the review of the proposal referred to in paragraph 6
of Article 8. In developing such a proposal, a Party may draw on technical expertise from any
source.
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Annex E
INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS FOR THE RISK PROFILE
The purpose of the review is to evaluate whet her the chemical is likely, as a result of its
long-range environm ental transport, to lead
to significant adverse hum an health and/or
environmental effects, such that glo bal action is warranted. For this pu rpose, a risk profile
shall be developed that furthe r elaborates on, and ev aluates, the inform ation referred to in
Annex D and includes, as far as possible, the following types of information:
(a)

Sources, including as appropriate:

(i)

Production data, including quantity and location;

(ii)

Uses; and
(iii) Releases, such as discharges, losses and emissions;

(b) Hazard assessm ent for the endpoint or end points of concern, including a
consideration of toxicological interactions involving multiple chemicals;
(c) Environmental fate, including data a nd information on the chem ical and physical
properties of a chemical as well as its persistence and how they are linked to its environmental
transport, transfer within and between e
nvironmental com partments, degradation and
transformation to other chem icals. A determ ination of the bi o-concentration factor or bioaccumulation factor, based on m easured values, sh all be av ailable, ex cept when m onitoring
data are judged to meet this need;
(d)

Monitoring data;

(e) Exposure in local areas and, in particul ar, as a result of long-range environm ental
transport, and including information regarding bio-availability;
(f) National and international risk evalua tions, assessments or profiles and labelling
information and hazard classifications, as available; and
(g)

Status of the chemical under international conventions.
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Annex F
INFORMATION ON SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS
An evaluation should be undertaken regardi ng possible control m easures for che micals
under consideration for inclusi on in this Convention, encompa ssing the full range of options,
including managem ent and elim ination. For th is purpose, relevant infor mation should be
provided relating to socio-economic considerations associated with possible control m easures
to enable a decision to be take n by the Conference of the Part ies. Such inform ation should
reflect due regard for the differing capabiliti es and conditions am ong the Parties and should
include consideration of the following indicative list of items:
goals:

(a)

Efficacy and efficiency of possible c ontrol m easures in m eeting risk reduction

(i)

Technical feasibility; and
(ii)
(b)

Costs, including environmental and health costs;

Alternatives (products and processes):

(i)

Technical feasibility;
(ii)

(iii)

Costs, including environmental and health costs;
Efficacy;

(iv) Risk;
(v)

Availability; and

(vi)

Accessibility;

(c) Positive an d/or nega tive im pacts on society o f im plementing possib le control
measures:
(i)

Health, including public, environmental and occupational health;

(ii)

Agriculture, including aquaculture and forestry;

(iii)

Biota (biodiversity);

(iv)

Economic aspects;
(v)

(vi)

Movement towards sustainable development; and
Social costs;

(d) Waste and disposal implications (in pa rticular, obsolete stocks of pesticides and
clean-up of contaminated sites):
(i)

Technical feasibility; and

(ii)

Cost;
(e)

Access to information and public education;

(f)

Status of control and monitoring capacity; and

(g) Any national or regional control
actions taken, includ ing information on
alternatives, and other relevant risk management information.
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Annex G
ARBITRATION AND CONCILIATION PROCEDURES FOR
SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES
(Decision SC-1/2 of the Conference of the Parties)
Part I: Arbitration procedure
The arbitration procedure for purposes of
Convention shall be as follows:

paragraph 2 (a) of Article 18 of the

Article 1
1.
A Party m ay initiate recourse to arbitr ation in accordance with Article 18 of the
Convention by written notification addressed to the other party to the dispute. The notification
shall be accom panied by a statem ent of the cl aim, together with any supporting docum ents,
and state the subject-m atter of a rbitration and include, in particu lar, the artic les of the
Convention the interpretation or application of which are at issue.
2.
The claimant party shall notify the Secretaria t that the pa rties are referring a dispute to
arbitration pursuant to Article 18. The notification shall be accom panied by th e written
notification of the claim ant party, the statem ent of claim and the supporting docum ents
referred to in paragraph 1 above. The Secretariat shall forward the inform ation thus received
to all Parties.
Article 2
1.
If a dispute is referred to arbitratio n in accord ance with Article 1 ab ove, an arbitral
tribunal shall be established. It shall consist of three members.
2.
Each of the parties to the di spute shall appoint an arbitrator and the two arbitrators so
appointed shall designate by common agreem
ent the third arbitrator, who shall be the
President of the tribunal. The Pr esident of the tribuna l shall not be a nati onal of one of the
parties to the dispute, nor have his or her usual place of reside nce in the territory of one of
those parties, nor be employed by any of them, nor have dealt with the ca se in any othe r
capacity.
3.
In disputes between more than two parties, parties in the same interest shall appoint one
arbitrator jointly by agreement.
4.

Any vacancy shall be filled in the manner prescribed for the initial appointment.

5.
If the parties do not agree on the subject-matter of the disp ute before the Presiden t of
the arbitral tribunal is designated, the arbitral tribunal shall determine the subject-matter.
Article 3
1.
If one of the parties to the dispute does not appoint an arbitrator within two m onths of
the date on which the respondent party receives the notification of the ar bitration, the other
party m ay inform the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall m
ake the
designation within a further two-month period.
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2.
If the President of the arbitral tribunal has not been designated within two months of the
date of the appointm ent of the second arbitrat or, the Secretary-General of the United Nations
shall, at the request of a party, designate the President within a further two-month period.
Article 4
The arbitral tribun al shall render its deci sions in accordance with the provisions of the
Convention and international law.
Article 5
Unless the parties to the dispute oth erwise agree, the arbitral tribunal shall determine its
own rules of procedure.
Article 6
The arbitral tribun al may, at the req uest of one of the partie s, indicate essential interim
measures of protection.
Article 7
The parties to the dis pute shall f acilitate the work of the arbitra
particular, using all means at their disposal, shall:

l tribun al and , in

(a)

Provide it with all relevant documents, information and facilities; and

(b)

Enable it, when necessary, to call witnesses or experts and receive their evidence.

Article 8
The parties and the arbitrators are under an obligation to p rotect the confidentiality of
any information they receive in confidence during the proceedings of the arbitral tribunal.
Article 9
Unless the arbitral tribunal determ
ines otherwise because of
the particular
circumstances of the case, the costs of the tribunal shall be borne by the parties to the dispute
in equal shares. The tribunal shall keep a record
of all its costs, and shall furnish a final
statement thereof to the parties.
Article 10
A party that has an inte rest of a legal nature in the subj ect matter of the dispute which
may be affected by the decision in the case may intervene in the proceedings with the consent
of the tribunal.
Article 11
The tribunal m ay hear a nd determine countercl aims arising directly out of the subject
matter of the dispute.
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Article 12
Decisions both on procedure and substance of the arbitral tribunal shall be taken by a
majority vote of its members.
Article 13
1.
If one of the parties to the dispute does not a ppear before the arbitral tribunal or fails to
defend its case, the oth er party m ay request th e tribunal to continue th e proceed ings and to
make its award. Absence of a party or a failure of a party to defend its case shall not constitute
a bar to the proceedings.
2.
Before rendering its final deci sion, the arbitral tribunal m ust satisfy itself that the clai m
is well founded in fact and law.
Article 14
The tribunal shall render its final decision within five months of the date on which it is
fully constituted unless it finds it necessary to extend the time limit for a period which should
not exceed five more months.
Article 15
The final decision of the arbitral tribunal shall be confined to th e subject matter of the
dispute and shall s tate the reas ons on which it is based. It sh all contain the nam es of the
members who have participated and the date of the final decision. Any member of the tribunal
may attach a separate or dissenting opinion to the final decision.
Article 16
The award shall be binding on
the par ties to the dispu te. The interpr etation of th e
Convention given by the award shall also be binding upon a Party intervening under Article
10 above insofar as it relates to matters in respect of which th at Party intervened. The award
shall be without appeal unless the parties to the dispute have agreed in advance to an appellate
procedure.
Article 17
Any controversy which m ay arise between those bound by the final decision in
accordance with Article 16 above, as regard s the interpretation or m anner of im plementation
of that decis ion, may be submitted by any of them for decision to the arbitral tribun al which
rendered it.
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Part II: Conciliation procedure
The conciliation procedure for purposes of paragraph 6 of Article 18 of t he Convention
shall be as follows:
Article 1
1.
A request by a party to a dispute to esta blish a conciliation commission in consequence
of paragraph 6 of Article 18 shall be addresse d in writing to the Secretar iat. The Secretariat
shall forthwith inform all Parties to the Convention accordingly.
2.
The conciliation commission shall, unless the parties otherwise agree, be com posed of
three m embers, one ap pointed by each party c oncerned and a Presid ent chos en jointly by
those members.
Article 2
In disputes between m ore than two parties, parties in the s ame interest shall appo int
their members of the commission jointly by agreement.
Article 3
If any appointments by the parties are not made within two months of the date of receipt
by the Secretariat of the written requ est referred to in Article 1, the Secretary -General of the
United Nations shall, upon request by a party, make those appointments within a further twomonth period.
Article 4
If the President of the conciliation commission has not been chosen within two m onths
of the second m ember of the commission bei ng appointed, the Secretary-General of the
United Nations shall, upon request by a party, de signate the President within a further twomonth period.
Article 5
1.
The conciliation commission shall, unless the
determine its own rules of procedure.

parties to the disput e otherwise ag ree,

2.
The parties and m embers of the comm ission are under an obligation to protect the
confidentiality of any in formation th ey re ceive in confidence during the proceedings of the
commission.
Article 6
The conciliation commission shall take its decisions by a majority vote of its members.
Article 7
The conciliation commission shall render a report with recommendations for resolution
of the dispute within twelve m onths of being established, which the p arties shall consider in
good faith.
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Article 8
Any disagreem ent as to whether the co
nciliation commission h as com petence to
consider a matter referred to it shall be decided by the commission.
Article 9
The costs of the commission shall be borne by the parties to the dispute in shares agreed
by them . The commission shall keep the reco rd of all its costs and shall furnis h a final
statement thereof to the parties.
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Appendix E: Stockholm Convention

International Bodies created by the Stockholm Convention
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Stockholm Convention on
Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs)

Code of practice
for the treatment of confidential information
in the POPs Review Committee
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This publication contains the code of practice for the treatment of
confidential information in the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review
Committee as decided in decision SC-3/9 by the Conference of the
Parties. The versions in Arabic, Chinese, French, Russian, and
Spanish are available at the Stockholm Convention website
(www.pops.int).
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Code of practice for the treatment of
confidential information in the POPs Review
Committee
I. Principles
1.
It is understood that designation of information as
confidential could limit the ability of the Committee to exercise fully
its mandate as a subsidiary body to the Conference of the Parties of
the Stockholm Convention which should work in an open and
transparent way. Therefore, any Party or observer submitting
information shall endeavour to ensure that such information is nonconfidential.
2.
Pursuant to paragraph 5 of Article 9 of the Convention,
information on health and safety of humans and the environment
shall not be regarded as confidential.
3.
In application of paragraph 5 of Article 9 of the Convention,
the following information shall not be identified and labelled as
confidential for the purposes of the work of the Committee:
(a) Information submitted pursuant to paragraphs (a) (iii) and
(b)–(g) of Annex E to the Convention;
(b) Information submitted pursuant to paragraphs (b) (iv), (c) (i)–
(iii) and (e)–(g) of Annex F to the Convention;
(c) Information which cannot be labelled as confidential
according to domestic legislation of the State or regional
economic integration organization of the origin of the
information;
(d) Information otherwise available in the public domain.
4.
In accordance with paragraph 5 of Article 9 of the
Convention, Parties that exchange other information shall protect
any confidential information as mutually agreed.
5.
Any Party or observer shall have the right to designate
information or parts of it as confidential, except as otherwise
provided in paragraphs 2 and 3 above, and request that its
confidentiality be protected in accordance with this code.
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6.
Access to confidential information shall be restricted to
members, authorized staff members of the Secretariat and the Party
or observer that submitted it. Confidential information shall not be
disclosed in any way to any other person, whether legal or physical.
Confidential information shall not be put in the public domain.
Confidential information shall be protected from unauthorized
disclosure.

II. Definitions
7.

For the purpose of this code:
(a) “A member” means a member of the Committee, appointed
under paragraphs 2–9 of the annex to decision SC-1/7 of the
Conference of the Parties (“Terms of reference of the
Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee”), who has
filed with the Chair a declaration of non-disclosure;
(b) “The Secretariat” means the Secretariat of the Stockholm
Convention;
(c) “Information” means any type of information or data provided
to the Committee under Article 8 of the Convention;
(d) “Confidential information” means any information that has
been designated as confidential by the Party or observer
who submits the information in accordance with the
principles set above, and that is not otherwise available in
the public domain;
(e) “Recommendations and reports” means recommendations
and reports to the Conference of the Parties adopted by the
Committee under paragraphs 33–35 of the annex to decision
SC-1/7;
(f)

“Decisions” means decisions adopted by the Committee
under paragraph 35 of the annex to decision SC-1/7;

(g) “Declaration of non-disclosure” means a copy of the
declaration set forth in the appendix to the present code.

III. Scope
8.
This code shall be applied to information submitted to the
Committee under Article 8 of the Convention for the work at its
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meetings, in the intersessional period and to the work of any working
group established under paragraph 29 of the annex to decision SC1/7, and to the use of conclusions based on and reference to
confidential information in recommendations and reports of the
Committee.

IV. Identification
9.
Indication of any information to be put forward by a Party or
observer as confidential shall be submitted separately, and in hard
copy, from other information, shall be clearly identified and labelled
as confidential, and requires the application of this code. The
assertion of confidentiality shall be accompanied by documentation
of the Party’s or observer’s basis for such identification.
10.
When receiving an indication that a Party or observer
intends to label some information as confidential, the Secretariat or
the Chair of the Committee shall consider with the Party or observer
the need for such a labelling, and agree on the applicability of this
code to the information item in question, including the modalities of
delivery of such information to or accessibility to it by members.
11.
In the event that an agreement is reached on the labelling of
an information item as confidential, the procedures described below
shall apply.
12.
If no agreement is reached on the labelling of an information
item as confidential, the information may be withdrawn by the Party
or observer submitting the information.
13.
The Party or observer shall, to the extent practicable, on the
basis of the information submitted by it, provide reformulated
document in which the confidential information is rendered into nonconfidential information.

V. Procedures
Submission of confidential information
14.
A Party or an observer may submit information that it deems
to be confidential to the Secretariat. The Party or observer shall be
responsible for any contractual or other arrangements for the
transmission of this information until the Secretariat confirms its
receipt.
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Confidential information shall normally be submitted in
15.
writing in hard copy by Parties or observers in accordance with this
code. The information shall not be stored in an electronic database,
unless otherwise agreed with the Parties or observers upon
submission of the information.
16.
All documents submitted by Parties or observers with
confidential information shall be marked clearly as “confidential” on a
separate cover page, with labels marking it as such on all pages.
17.
The Secretariat shall confirm receipt of a request for
confidentiality and provide a written assurance to the Party or
observer that the information will be protected in accordance with
this code.
Handling of confidential information
18.
The Secretariat shall take measures to ensure that any
information it receives that has been designated as confidential by a
Party or observer is protected in accordance with this code.
19.
The Secretariat is responsible for ensuring proper receipt,
storage and handling of confidential information. To this end, the
Secretariat shall establish a logging system for tracking the receipt
and handling of confidential information to record the date of receipt
of the information and the Party or observer that submitted the
information, and to track sign-out and return of document containing
confidential information by authorized personnel.
20.
Information designated as confidential shall be stored in a
secure, locked location.
21.
If confidential information must be transported to an external
location, the Secretariat staff member concerned shall ensure that
the document is under his or her supervision at all times, in a sealed
envelope. The obligation of a Secretariat staff member to protect
confidential information shall continue after completion of his or her
services.
22.
Secretariat staff members may be authorized to access
confidential information on a need-to-know basis. All Secretariat
staff members who need access to confidential information shall be
given instructions on methods to protect the confidentiality of such
information and shall be required to file with the Executive Secretary
a declaration of non-disclosure. Secretariat staff members who are
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authorized to access confidential information shall ensure that the
documents containing such information are never left unattended in
an empty office.
23.
Information designated as confidential shall not be
distributed or disclosed to non-authorized individuals or
organizations and shall not be distributed beyond the Secretariat’s
control.
24.
Upon finalization of procedures under Article 8 of the
Convention, and subject to any agreement reached between the
Secretariat and the Party or observer submitting the information, the
Secretariat shall return any confidential information to the Party or
observer that submitted information or, if it wishes so, destroy the
information.
25.
Any internal documentation developed that contains
information designated as confidential shall also be considered
confidential and shall be handled in accordance with this code.
26.
The Secretariat shall make publicly available information on
the requirements set out in this code to protect confidential
information.
Access to confidential information
27.
Members of the Committee shall be able to access
confidential information, if they so request. Members may elect not
to receive any confidential information.
28.
Members may review confidential information either
collectively at a closed session of the Committee, or individually at
the offices of the Secretariat, under the supervision of the Secretariat.
29.
Should the Party or observer submitting confidential
information agree to make a hard copy of such information available
to members upon request by mail or other appropriate means away
from the Secretariat during the period between meetings of the
Committee, the Secretariat shall arrange to send a copy of the
information to members in a manner that protects its confidential
nature. Members who have so received such information shall
ensure that the information is protected in accordance with the
standard for protecting the confidentiality of such information as set
out in this code or relevant legislation governing the protection of
confidential information.
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Confidential information shall not be sent to experts who are
30.
not members of the Committee for review.
Treatment of confidential information at meetings of the
Committee
31.
When the Committee at its meeting has to invoke
confidential information, the meeting shall be held in closed session
in accordance with the rules of procedure of the Conference of the
Parties, applied mutatis mutandis. The Party or observer that
submitted the information may be invited by the Committee to
participate in the meeting.
32.
Decisions, recommendations and reports of the Committee
shall not contain any confidential information.
Review of the code
33.
This code shall be reviewed on a regular basis by the
Committee and the Conference of the Parties.
General provision
34.
The provisions of this code are without prejudice to the
obligations of members applicable to them under the relevant
legislation in their respective countries or the obligations of
Secretariat staff members who are officials of the United Nations to
observe the relevant United Nations regulations and rules and the
standards of conduct contained therein.

53

Appendix
I. All members shall complete, sign and file with the Chair of the
Committee the following
DECLARATION OF NON-DISCLOSURE
In accordance with the code of practice for the treatment of
confidential information in the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review
Committee, I agree to the following:
1.
I acknowledge having received a copy of the code of
practice for the treatment of confidential information in the Persistent
Organic Pollutants Review Committee.
2.

I acknowledge having read and understood the code.

3.
I agree to be bound by, and to adhere to, the provisions of
the code and, accordingly, without limitation, to treat confidentially all
confidential information that I may view in implementing my functions
as a member of the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review
Committee.
4.
It is understood that the present declaration is without
prejudice to any applicable national laws and regulations.
Name:
Executed on __________________________________
Signature: ____________________________________
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II. All relevant Secretariat staff members shall sign, complete,
and file with the Executive Secretary the following:
DECLARATION OF NON-DISCLOSURE
In accordance with the code of practice for the treatment of
confidential information in the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review
Committee, I agree to the following:
1.
I acknowledge having received a copy of the code of
practice for the treatment of confidential information in the Persistent
Organic Pollutants Review Committee.
2.

I acknowledge having read and understood the code.

3.
I agree to be bound by, and to adhere to, the provisions of
the code and, accordingly, without limitation, to treat confidentially all
confidential information that I may view in providing secretariat
support to the work of the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review
Committee.
4.
It is understood that the present declaration is without
prejudice to any regulations, rules and codes of conduct of the
United Nations.
Name:
Executed on __________________________________
Signature: ____________________________________
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Secretariat of the Stockholm Convention
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CH-1219 Châtelaine – Geneva
Switzerland
Tel.: +41 22 917 87 29
Fax: +41 22 917 80 98
E-mail: ssc@pops.int
www.pops.int

April 2008
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Stockholm Convention Rules on Conflicts of Interest

SC-1/8: Rules of procedure for preventing and dealing with conflicts of interest
relating to activities of the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee
The Conference of the Parties,
1.
Decides that it is essential to safeguard confidence in the integrity of the process of work
of the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee while encouraging experienced and competent
persons to accept membership in the Committee by:
(a)
(b)
member;

Establishing an appropriate code of conduct;
Establishing clear rules with respect to conflicts of interest during and after service as a

(c)
Minimizing the possibility of conflicts arising between the private interests and public
duties of members;
(d)
Establishing appropriate procedures for preventing and dealing with conflicts of interest
relating to the activities of the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee;
2.
Decides, without prejudice to the obligations incumbent upon the individual members of
the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee as set out in paragraphs 3 and 4 below, that
Governments have primary responsibility in ensuring compliance with the present decision and that, to
this effect, when considering designating experts in relevant fields for appointment by the Conference
of the Parties, Governments shall exercise due diligence in order to prevent potential or actual situations
of conflict of interest;
3.
Decides that, in carrying out their duties, the members of the Persistent Organic
Pollutants Review Committee shall:
(a)
Perform their official duties and arrange their private affairs in such a manner that public
confidence and trust in the integrity, objectivity and impartiality of the Persistent Organic Pollutants
Review Committee are preserved and enhanced;
(b)
Act in a manner that will bear the closest public scrutiny, an obligation that is not fully
discharged by simply acting within the law of any country;
(c)

Act in good faith for the best interest of the process;

(d)
Exercise the care, diligence and skill that a reasonably prudent person would exercise in
comparable circumstances;
(e)
Not give any preferential treatment to anyone or any interest in any official manner
related to the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee;
(f)
Not solicit or accept gifts, hospitality, or other benefits from persons, groups or
organizations having or likely to have dealings with the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review
Committee;
(g)
Not accept transfers of economic benefit, other than customary hospitality or other
benefits of nominal value, unless the transfer is pursuant to an enforceable contract or property right of a
member;
(h)
Not depart from their role as members to assist other entities or persons in their dealings
with the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee where such actions would result in
preferential treatment to any person or group;
(i)
Not knowingly take advantage of, or benefit from, information that is obtained in the
course of their duties and responsibilities as members of the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review
Committee and that is not generally available to the public;
(j)
Not act, after expiry of their terms of office as members of the Persistent Organic
Pollutants Review Committee, in such a manner as to take improper advantage of their previous office;
4.
Decides that, to avoid the possibility or appearance that members of the Persistent
Organic Pollutants Review Committee might receive preferential treatment, members shall not seek
preferential treatment for themselves or third parties or act as paid intermediaries for third parties in
dealings with the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee;
5.
Decides that members of the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee shall
disclose activities, including business or financial interests, which might call into question their ability
to discharge their duties and responsibilities objectively. The members of the Persistent Organic
Pollutants Review Committee must annually disclose their activities. In addition, they must disclose any
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financing from a company engaged in commercial or industrial activities for their participation in the
Committee. To this effect, the Conference of the Parties adopts the declaration of interests as set out in
the annex to the present decision for consideration in connection with the designation, appointment and
review of the status of experts to the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee;
6.
Decides that, in assessing potential or actual situations of conflict of interest, the criteria
set out in paragraph 1 of the declaration of interests should be applied by all concerned in a consistent
manner, on a case-by-case basis, with regard to all relevant circumstances involved in each particular
case;
7.
interests: 1

Decides to adopt the following procedure for the implementation of the declaration of

Review process prior to appointment
(a)
When considering designating an expert to the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review
Committee, the Government concerned shall inform the expert that he or she shall be requested by the
Secretariat to fill in a declaration of interests;
(b)
Prior to the designation of an expert by a Government, or concurrently with the process
for that designation, the Secretariat shall request the expert, through the Government, to fill in a
declaration of interests. The declaration of interests shall be submitted by the designating Government
to the Secretariat;
(c)
Should the Secretariat require further clarification as to the suitability of an expert, the
Secretariat shall discuss the matter with the designating Government and the prospective expert, through
the Government, as appropriate. Depending on the outcome of these discussions, the Secretariat may
refer the matter to the Bureau of the Conference of the Parties. The Bureau shall review the matter and
make a recommendation to the concerned Government;
(d)
Should a Government be in disagreement with a recommendation by the Bureau, that
Government may request that the matter be considered by the Conference of the Parties;
Review process after appointment
(e)
All appointed experts shall be required to inform the Secretariat, through the
Government that designated them, of any change in the information provided in a declaration of
interests previously submitted;
(f)
In the course of the mandate of an expert, should the Secretariat be of the opinion that a
situation of conflict of interest could arise or has arisen, the Secretariat shall discuss the matter with that
expert and, where deemed appropriate, with the designating Government. The Bureau of the Conference
of the Parties may recommend to the Conference of the Parties the temporary suspension of the
participation of the expert in some or in all of the activities of the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review
Committee. A decision on the matter shall be taken by the Conference of the Parties at its next session;
General provisions
(g)
Subject to the provisions of the present decision, the Secretariat shall take all necessary
measures to safeguard the restricted character of the information provided in the declaration of interests.
To the extent necessary for the implementation of the present decision, this information may be
provided to the Conference of the Parties and its Bureau and subsidiary bodies, as deemed appropriate;
(h)
Where the objectivity of a particular meeting has been called into question, the
Conference of the Parties shall define the conditions for the disclosure of all relevant information in
addition to that which is provided for in paragraph 7 (g) above;
(i)
decision;

The Conference of the Parties shall consider any issue that is not covered by the present

(j)
The Conference of the Parties shall keep under review the implementation of the present
decision and, not later than five years after its adoption, carry out a comprehensive assessment of its
implementation with a view to making such amendments thereto as may be required;
8.
Decides that any designation of experts to serve in the Persistent Organic Pollutants
Review Committee shall be subject to the relevant provisions of paragraph 7 of the present decision.

Annex to decision SC-1/8
1

As contained in the annex to the present decision.
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Declaration of interests
Measures need to be taken to ensure that the best possible assessment of scientific evidence is
achieved in an independent atmosphere free of either direct or indirect pressures. Thus, to ensure the
technical integrity and impartiality of the work of the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee,
it is necessary to avoid situations in which financial or other interests might affect the outcome of that
work.
Each expert is therefore asked to declare any interests that could constitute a real, potential or
apparent conflict of interest with respect to his or her involvement in the meeting or work, between, on
the one hand, commercial entities and the participant personally, and, on the other hand, commercial
entities and the administrative unit with which the participant has an employment relationship. In this
context “commercial entity” refers to any company, association (e.g., trade association), organization or
any other entity whatsoever, with commercial interests.
1.

What is a conflict of interest?
“Conflict of interest” means that the expert or his or her partner, or the administrative unit with
which the expert has an employment relationship, has a financial or other interest that could unduly
influence the expert’s position with respect to the subject matter being considered. An apparent conflict
of interest exists when an interest would not necessarily influence the expert but could result in the
expert’s objectivity being questioned by others. A potential conflict of interest exists with respect to any
interest which any reasonable person could be uncertain as to whether or not it should be reported.
Different types of financial or other interests, whether personal or with the administrative unit
with which the expert has an employment relationship, can be envisaged and the following list, which is
not exhaustive, is provided for your guidance. For example, the following types of situations should be
declared:
(a)
A current proprietary interest in a substance, technology or process (e.g., ownership of a
patent), to be considered in – or otherwise related to the subject matter of – the meeting or work;
(b)
A current financial interest, e.g., shares or bonds, in a commercial entity with an interest
in the subject matter of the meeting or work (except shareholdings through general mutual funds or
similar arrangements where the expert has no control over the selection of shares);
(c)
An employment, consultancy, directorship, or other position held during the past four
years, whether or not paid, in any commercial entity which has an interest in the subject matter of the
meeting or work, or an ongoing negotiation concerning prospective employment or other association
with such commercial entity;
(d)
Performance of any paid work or research during the past four years commissioned by a
commercial entity with interests in the subject matter of the meetings or work;
(e)
Payment or other support covering a period within the past four years, or an expectation
of support for the future, from a commercial entity with an interest in the subject matter of the meetings
or work, even if it does not convey any benefit to the expert personally but which benefits his or her
position or administrative unit, e.g., a grant or fellowship or other payment, e.g., for such purposes as
the financing of a post or consultancy.
With respect to the above, a commercial interest in a competing substance, technology or
process, or an interest in or association with, work for or support by a commercial entity having a direct
competitive interest must similarly be disclosed.

2.

How to complete this declaration
Please complete this declaration and submit it to your Government for transmission to the
Secretariat. Any financial or other interests that could constitute a real, potential or apparent conflict of
interest should be declared: first, with respect to yourself or partner; and, second, with respect to any
administrative unit with which you have an employment relationship. Only the name of the commercial
entity and the nature of the interest is required to be disclosed and no amounts need to be specified
(although they may be, if you consider this information to be relevant to assessing the interest). With
respect to points (a) and (b) in section 1 above, the interest should only be declared if it is current. With
respect to points (c), (d) and (e), any interest during the past four years should be declared. If the interest
is no longer current, please state the year when it ceased. With respect to point (e), the interest ceases
when a financed post or fellowship is no longer occupied, or when support for an activity ceases.

3.

Assessment and outcome
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The information submitted by you will be used to assess whether the declared interests
constitute an appreciable real, potential or apparent conflict of interest in accordance with the provisions
of decision SC-1/8 of the Conference of the Parties of the Stockholm Convention.
Information disclosed on this declaration shall reside within the Secretariat and shall be made
available to the Conference of the Parties, its Bureau and subsidiary bodies, as deemed appropriate.
4.

Declaration
Have you or your partner any financial or other interest in the subject matter of the meeting or
work in which you will be involved, which may be considered as constituting a real, potential or
apparent conflict of interest?
Yes:

No:

If yes, please give details in the box below.

Do you have, or have you had during the past four years, an employment or other professional
relationship with any entity directly involved in the production, manufacture, distribution or sale of
chemicals or pesticides or directly representing the interests of any such entity?
Yes:

No:

1. Type of interest, e.g.
patent, shares, employment,
association, payment
(including details on any
compound, work, etc.)

If yes, please give details in the box below.
2. Name of
commercial entity

3. Belongs to you,
partner or unit?

4. Current interest? (or
year ceased)

Is there anything else that could affect your objectivity or independence in the meeting or work,
or the perception by others of your objectivity and independence?
__________________________________________________________________________________
I hereby declare that the disclosed information is correct and that no other situation of real,
potential or apparent conflict of interest is known to me. I undertake to inform you of any change in
these circumstances, including if an issue arises during the meeting or work itself.
___________________________________________________________________________________
Signature

Date

__________________________________________________________________________________
Name

Government

I hereby declare that I shall regulate my conduct in accordance with the provisions of
paragraphs 3 and 4 of decision SC-1/8 of the Conference of the Parties of the Stockholm Convention.
______________________________
Signature
______________________________
Name
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SC-4/20: Operating procedures of the Persistent Organic Pollutants
Review Committee
The Conference of the Parties
Welcomes the report of the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee on its third and
fourth meetings1 and the report of the Chair of the Committee;2
1.
Takes note of the information in those reports on developments in the Committee,
including in respect of its procedures;
2.
Also takes note of the workplans for the preparation of a draft risk profile (2007–2008
and 2008–2009), the workplan for the preparation of a draft risk management evaluation (2007–2008)
and the workplan for the intersessional working group on effective participation (2008–2009), which
were adopted by the Committee at its third and fourth meetings;
3.
Encourages Parties that wish to submit proposals for listing chemicals in Annex A, B
or C of the Convention to submit such proposals to the Secretariat at least five months before the
meeting of the Committee at which they will be discussed;
4.
Adopts the amendments to the terms of reference of the Committee set out in annex I to
the present decision;
5.
Takes note of the information provided by the Secretariat on preventing and dealing with
conflicts of interest on the part of members of the Committee;3
6.
Endorses the decision by the Committee to meet in closed session before the start of
each meeting of the Committee to discuss any issues related to conflicts of interest of members of the
Committee;
7.
Requests the Chair of the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee, should any
conflict of interest of a member of the Committee arise, to consult the President of the Conference of
the Parties and the Executive Secretary with a view to making a decision on the member’s participation
in the work of the Committee in respect of a particular chemical;
8.
Requests the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee to propose to the
Conference of the Parties at its fifth meeting amendments, as appropriate, to the rules of procedure of
the Committee set out in decision SC-1/8 for preventing and dealing with conflicts of interest relating to
the activities of the Committee and the terms of reference of the Committee contained in
decision SC-1/7 to reflect that procedure and any experience gained with it;
9.
Adopts the revised form for the declaration of conflicts of interest of members of the
Committee set out in annex II to the present decision;
10.

Confirms the appointment of the new members of the Committee;4

11.
Also confirms the nomination of Mr. Jope Rinabobo Davetanivalu (Fiji) to replace
Ms. Razia Zariff; Ms. Camila Arruda Boechat (Brazil) to replace Ms. Adriana Maximiano;
Mr. Mohammed Khashashneh (Jordan) to replace Mr. Ziad Abu Kaddourah; and Ms. Maria Delvin
(Sweden) to replace Mr. Bo Wahlström to serve for the remainder of the terms of office of the members
being replaced;
12.
Adopts the list of Parties to be invited to nominate Committee members for terms of
office commencing on 5 May 2010 set out in annex III to the present decision;
13.
Endorses the handbook for effective participation in the work of the Committee and
recommends to Parties that they make use of it;
14.
Requests the Secretariat to continue activities to assist Parties that are developing
countries or countries with economies in transition as listed in decision POPRC-4/8 and to report on the
results of those activities to the Conference of the Parties at its fifth meeting;
1
2
3
4

UNEP/POPS/POPRC.3/20 and UNEP/POPS/POPRC.4/15.
UNEP/POPS/COP.4/16, annex.
UNEP/POPS/POPRC.4/3 and UNEP/POPS/COP.4/16.
UNEP/POPS/POPRC.3/INF/4 and UNEP/POS/POPRC.4/INF/18.
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15.
Urges Parties and observers in a position to do so to provide financial resources to
support activities for the effective participation of developing countries and countries with economies in
transition in the work of the Committee;
16.
Requests the Secretariat to develop a resource kit providing information on the
Stockholm Convention and the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee.
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Annex I to decision SC-4/20
Amendments to the terms of reference of the Persistent Organic
Pollutants Review Committee
(a)

Paragraph 27 should be amended to read:
“Proposals for listing chemicals in Annexes A, B or C shall be distributed at least three
months in advance of the meeting at which they are to be discussed. Other documents
shall be distributed at least six weeks in advance of the meeting.”

(b)

A new paragraph 27 bis should be added, reading:
“A Party proposing the listing of a chemical in Annex A, B or C of the Convention shall
provide to the Secretariat, no later than five months in advance of the meeting at which
it is to be discussed, a proposal consisting of a letter from the proposing Party,
documents supporting the proposal and a summary in English of the documents
supporting the proposal of up to 20 pages in length.”

(c)

Paragraph 31 should be amended to read:
“For practical reasons, only the major resource documents for a meeting will be
translated into the six official languages of the United Nations and distributed at least six
weeks in advance of the meeting. The term “major resource documents” means the
summary in English of the documents supporting the proposal for adding a chemical to
Annexes A, B or C to the Convention, the risk profile, the risk management evaluation
and any report or recommendation for the meeting.”

(d)

A new paragraph 31 bis should be added, reading:
“Proposals for listing chemicals in Annexes A, B or C shall be distributed at least three
months in advance of the meeting at which they are to be discussed in any official
language of the United Nations in which they are submitted to the secretariat. The
summary in English of the documents supporting the proposals shall be translated into
the six official languages of the United Nations and distributed at least six weeks in
advance of the meeting.”
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Annex II to decision SC-4/20
Revised form for the declaration of conflicts of interest
Name: ______________________

Designating Government: __________________

Term of office: [ ] – [ ]

Have you or your partner any financial or other interest in the subject matter of any meeting or work of
the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee in which you will be involved that might be
considered as constituting a real, potential or apparent conflict of interest? If yes, please give details in
the box below.
Yes:

No:

Do you have, or have you had during the past four years, an employment or other professional
relationship with any entity directly involved in the production, manufacture, distribution or sale of
chemicals or pesticides or directly representing the interests of any such entity? If yes, please give
details in the box below.
Yes:

No:

1. Type of
interest, e.g.
patent, shares,
employment,
association,
payment
(including details
on any compound,
work, etc.)

2. Name of commercial
entity

3. Belongs to you, partner
or unit?

4. Current interest?
(or year ceased)
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Is there anything else that could affect your objectivity or independence in respect of any meeting or
work of the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee in which you will be involved, or the
perception by others of your objectivity or independence? If yes, please give details in the box below.
Yes:

No:

Declaration:
I hereby declare that the disclosed information is correct and that no other situation of real, potential or
apparent conflict of interest is known to me. I undertake to inform you of any change in these
circumstances, including if an issue arises during any meeting or the conduct of any work.
I hereby declare that I shall regulate my conduct in accordance with the provisions of paragraphs 3
and 4 of decision SC-1/8 of the Conference of the Parties of the Stockholm Convention.

________________________

__________________________

Signature

Date
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Annex III to decision SC-4/20
List of Parties identified by the Conference of the Parties at its fourth
meeting to nominate Persistent Organic Pollutants Review
Committee members whose terms of office will commence on
5 May 2010
From the African group
1. Egy
pt
2. Ni
geria
3.
United Republic of Tanzania
4. Zam
bia
From the Asian and Pacific group
1. C
hina
2. Japa
n
3. Jor
dan
4. Th
ailand
From the Central and Eastern European group
1. Czech
Republic
2. Uk
raine
From the Latin American and Caribbean group
1. Ar
gentina
2. Co
lombia
3. Costa
Rica
From the Western European and others group
1. C
anada
2. Fi
nland
3. Germ
any
4. New
Zealand
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