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My life in America

Everyone says that America is a wonderful place,

And so I blindly followed this trend,

Spending 10 years working on TOFEL
And I also needed to pass GRE test.

When I finally got the visa, my heart was beating fast.

I spent all my savings buying the air ticket.

My friends and relatives came to congratulate me and

the people in the community said that I am really lucky.

It was only when I am here that I began to know the taste of the

pear.

When the Americans celebrated their holidays,

I feel that it has nothing to do with me.

I just go to the laboratory or the library.

I keep three or four jobs, dashing here and there all day long.

Cafeteria, and hotel jobs I do them all,

but I still cannot pay off the piles of bills.

The ratio of US dollar to Chinese Renminbi is one to eight,

So all my relatives in China think that I can make money easily.

But who knows the fact that I have to live with cockroaches,

and all I eat is frozen food every day.

When the best festivals come, I miss my families most.

I call them and say hello to them over the phone.

I know I can only tell them the good news

and I need to keep the bad ones safely shut from them.

Why should I let them worry for me?

Several years have passed by without my awareness,

I have spent most ofmy time in the laboratory and the library.

In retrospect I do not feel regretful as I did not idle away my time.

But I don t know why I have not obtained my final degree.
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All my relatives in China wonder whether I am killing my time

here,

As it only takes three years to get a Ph. D degree in China.

Why is that I have been here so long but still I have obtained no

degree yet?

I feel as if I was a dumb who has tasted the bitterest things

In in world but cannot express myself;

Anyway I do not feel regretful as I did not idle away my time.

Thanks to the yearly arrival of the Chinese Spring Festival,

Thanks to our CSSA community, who are in my shoes,

Thanks to my colleagues working here,

They take their great efforts to organize such a celebration party for

us,

So we all gather there, putting our burden of thoughts aside,

Just come to celebrate, to enjoy ourselves,

At such a wonderful Spring Festival night.

We sincerely wish in the Ox Year everyone make a good fortune,

Be successful in whatever you are striving for,

And may happiness full ofyour home.

Huihong Bao

1 8 "La Sirena de Punta Mala"

Catherine Richotte
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