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Supplemental Materials

This document contains supplemental materials associated with Harrington et al. (in review)

including:

e Diagram of the Transtheoretical Model Stages of Change
e Coding of Survey Responses into Transtheoretical Model Stages of Change

e Survey Instrument



Diagram of the Transtheoretical Model Stages of Change

Maintenance
schn O

Preparation

Contemplation
®

Pre-contemplation . J Relapse




Coding of Survey Responses into Transtheoretical Model Stages of Change

Transtheoretical Model
Survey Response Stage of Change

Maintenance

| have completed the action —’“

| am in the process of completing the action

Preparation/
Contemplation

| plan to take the action within the next year

| plan to take the action more than one year from now

| have thought about taking the action, but have not yet
made a decision about it

| have thought about taking the action and have opted Precontemplation
tonotdo it (Familiar)

| have not thought about whether | will take the action

. . . Precontemplation
| am unfamiliar with the action (Unfamiliar)




Survey Instrument
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Instructions

Please answer the following questions based on the property you own in
Vermont. If you own more than one property in Vermont, please answer
the questions based on your largest wooded property.

«  "Woodland" or "wooded property" is defined as an area with
trees, at least one acre in size, that is not mowed. It does not
include Christmas tree farms, orchards, or nurseries.

» Ifyour largest wooded property in Vermont is owned by more
than one person, the owner who makes most of the decisions
about the woodland should answer this questionnaire.

e If you do not currently own land in Vermont, please write
"No Land Owned" on the cover of this questionnaire. Leave the
rest of the questionnaire blank and return it in the postage-paid
envelope provided.

General Questions about your Ownership
1. a) How many acres of land do you currently own in Vermont?

If you own more than one property in Vermont, please
answer this question, and all of the following questions,
based on your largest property.

Acres of Land

|9 b) About how many acres are wooded?

Acres of Woodland

2. Inwhat year did you acquire your woodland in Vermont?

Year

3. Is your home (primary residence) on or within a mile of your
woodland in Vermont?

O Yes O No

4. s your woodland part of a farm?

O Yes O No




5. How important are the following reasons for why you currently own

your woodland in Vermont? Please check only one box for each
statement.
XN
&
y O S Q%
F s &
S &L LS S

ST FE Fd e
To enjoy beauty or scenery O O O O
To protect nature or biological O O O 0O 0
diversity
To protect water resources 000 0O 0O 0
To protect or improve wildlife
habitat L
For land investment o oo oo O
For privacy O 0O 4d 0o ad (|
To raise my family O O O o d |
To pass land on to my children or
other heirs o oo oo O
For firewood O O o o ad O
For timber products, such as logs or OO0 OO O 0O
pulpwood
Fornoptlmberforestproducts,such 0000 o 0
as berries or maple syrup
For hunting O O 0O O O O
For recreation, otherthanhunting 0O O O O 0O O
Other O O o o od (]
|9(Please

specify):
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6. Below are statements that represent a variety of ways people feel
about fish and wildlife. To what extent do you agree or disagree
with each statement? Please check one box for each statement. &

. *_{b'ég
& & Qéb )
)&‘J" t_rb'.% -QF %ﬂ"‘ r&éz’
=) \4,6 &7 \\‘-\,Q )
ST FF

Humans should manage fish and wildlife

populations so that humans benefit o o oo O
The needs of humans should take priority

over fish and wildlife protection O o oo O
Fish and wildlife are on earth primarily

for people to use O o o oo
We should strive for a world where there

is an abundance of fish and wildlife for O O o o O
hunting and fishing

Hunting is cruel and inhumanetoanimals O O O O O
Hunting does not respect the lives of

animals b o oo
People who want to hunt should be

provided the opportunity to do so o o o oo
We should strive for a world where

humans and wildlife and fish can liveside © H B 0O O

by side without fear

I view all living things as part of one big OO0 o O
family

Animals should have rights similar to the

rights of humans o o o o
Wildlife are like my family and | want to 00 0O O
protect them

I care about animals as much as I do other

people O O 0o Od

| feel a strong emotional bond with

animals LR

| value the sense of companionship |

O O O O O

receive from animals




History of Your Woodland .

7. For which of the following reasons, if any, have trees been cut or
removed from your woodland in Vermont since you have owned
it? Please check either "Yes" or "No" for each activity.

Yes No Activity
o o For sale
o O For personal use
o 0O To improve forest health
o O To improve wildlife habitat
O O To clear or maintain space for a field,

pasture, or cropland

To clear or maintain space for a house,

O oo barn, or other building

8. Which of the following activities, if any, have you
conducted for the purpose of helping wildlife on your
woodland in Vermont? Please check either "Yes" or "No"
for each activity.

Yes No Activity
OO0 O Removed invasive plants

O Piled brush or branches to create habitat

0 Created or updated a forest management plan to
specifically include activities for helping wildlife

Minimized harvesting or mowing during bird

o O ) )
breeding season (May to mid-July)
O O Left dead or dying trees to maintain or create
habitat
0 [0 Cuttrees to maintain or create habitat
O O Maintained or created a food plot to provide food
for wildlife
Planted apple trees, or helped apple trees grow,
o d ) i
to provide food for wildlife
O O Planted oak trees, or helped oak trees grow, to

provide food for wildlife .




. Current Use Program

If you
checked
either of
these two ~
boxes
please skip
to question
#10

9. Vermont's Use Value Appraisal (UVA) program, often called the
"Current Use" or "Land Use" program, reduces property taxes for
qualified woodland owners by calculating taxes based on the value of
the land for forestry, rather than its fair market (typically
development) value.

a) How familiar are you with Vermont's Current Use Program? Please
select only one statement.

{ O 1 have never heard of the term "Current Use Program™

I have heard of the term "Current Use Program™ but |

O do not know much about it

I am somewhat familiar with the Current Use Program

O
O 1 am very familiar with the Current Use Program
O

I am extremely familiar with the Current Use
Program

b) Which statement below best describes your thoughts, or personal
experience, about enrolling your woodland in Vermont's Current
Use Program? Please select only one statement.

O

My land is currently enrolled in Current Use

O

My land was enrolled in Current Use, but now it is not

O

I am in the process of enrolling my land now

I plan to begin the Current Use application within the next year

I plan to begin the Current Use application more than one year
from now

I have thought about enrolling my land in Current Use, but have
not yet made a decision

I have thought about enrolling my land in Current Use, but
decided NOT to enroll
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I have thought about enrolling my land in Current Use, but
my land does not qualify for the program

I I I A N O O

I have not thought about whether | want to enroll my land in
Current Use




¢) How much do you agree or disagree with each of the following .
statements about enrolling your woodland in Vermont's Current
Use Program? Please select only one box for each statement.

.*_‘bdéu
/] ‘.&J
& \D &
- o rblz; _Q‘\’J\ ('.F’ éé'z’u &
¥ t}{e r&% ‘l‘}% > /{Q
S &SP &
SFFFSS &
S N FE TS P
IWantto.havetheop'uontodevelopE| OO 0O O 0
my land in the future
| want to reduce my taxes o 0o o oo |
I want my land to stay undeveloped O O O O 0O O
Current Use does not give me
enough flexibility to cut trees O 0O o0 0o ad (|

when | need to

Current Use requires me to cut
trees that | do not want to cut b o ooo O

I (or my family) could not afford to 00O 0O O O O
keep my land without Current Use

Enrolling in Current Use is not
worth the effort

The forestry practices required
by Current Use help keep my O 0O 0O 0 O O
woodland healthy

I do not know enough about

Current Use to enroll OO0 o0oo 0O

| do not want anybody telling me
what to do on my land o o oo o O




. Expert Visits

10. To learn more about their woodland, Vermont landowners can
arrange a visit with a woodland expert to walk their land and answer
questions/provide personalized advice. Experts include foresters,
biologists, and fellow landowners who represent both government
agencies and non-governmental groups. Depending on the type of
expert, landowners may pay for the visit or receive the visit free of
charge.

a) Who, if any, of the following experts have visited your woodland?
Please select either "Yes", "No" or "Do Not Know" for each expert.

Do Not
Yes No Know Woodland Expert
0o O L1 Vermont county forester
O O O Consulting forester/private consultant
O O 0 Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) employee
O O O Vermont Fish and Wildlife employee
O 0O [0 Audubon Vermont representative
0O O O A knowledgeable fellow landowner (such as

a Vermont Coverts or Tree Farm participant)

b) Which statement below best describes your thoughts, or personal
experience, about arranging for a woodland expert to visit your
land? Please select only one statement.

0 A woodland expert has visited my land

I am currently in the process of arranging for an expert to visit
my woodland

[ 1 plan to arrange a visit with an expert within the next year

| plan to arrange a visit with an expert more than one year from
now

I have thought about arranging a visit with an expert, but have
not yet made a decision

I have thought about arranging a visit with an expert, but
decided NOT to do so

I have not thought about whether | want to arrange a visit with
a woodland expert
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¢) How much do you agree or disagree with each of the following
statements about arranging for a woodland expert to visit your
land? Please select only one box for each statement.

Avisit fromanexpertistoocostly O O O 0O O O

A visit from an expert helps me

learn something new about my land o o oo o O

A visit from an expert is the best
way to get personalized 0O oo oo O
information about my woodland

A visit from an expert gives me

reassurance that lamtakinggood O O O O O O
care of my woodland

Is it not worth the effort/time to
request or schedule a visit with an
expert

There are no woodland experts
that provide the information | O O O O O O
want

I do not know which woodland
expert would be able to help me

I do not need expert advice to keep OO0 o0 O O
my woodland healthy




. Patch Cuts

statement.

If you

checked =

either of

these two - O

boxes

please skip O

to question

#12 0
O

11. A "patch cut" describes an area of woodland, between 1/2 acre and 5
acres in size, in which all or most of the trees have been cut to open
the canopy and allow plants/trees to grow back naturally.

a) How familiar are you with patch cuts? Please select only one

I have never heard of the term "patch cut"

I have heard of the term "patch cut"” but | do not
know much about it

I am somewhat familiar with patch cuts
I am very familiar with patch cuts

I am extremely familiar with patch cuts

b) Which statement below best describes your thoughts, or personal
experience, about making a patch cut on your woodland? Please
select only one statement.

| have completed a patch cut on my woodland

now

I am in the process of making my first patch cut on my woodland

| plan to make my first patch cut within the next year

| plan to make my first patch cut more than one year from now

| have thought about making my first patch cut, but have not yet
made a decision

I have thought about making a patch cut, but decided NOT to make
this type of cut

o, o|jgo oo o0

I have not thought about whether | want to make a patch cut on

my woodland
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¢) How much do you agree or disagree with each of the following .
statements about making a patch cut on your woodland? Please
select only one box for each statement.

o5
&_J
'Z'r &, ﬁ
& .%.z,"’ ’QO - & ‘
R ;! e .
SIS g AN
DRI & & %.'\‘ &
- M F S <&
Making a patch cut... S - > R

Helps establish young trees on my O 0O 0O 0O 0O O

woodland

Improves the habitat for some OO0 O O O O

animals

Improvesthe huntingonmyland O O O O O d

Is good for the overall health of my OO0 o0 o O 0

woodland

Is not worth the effort/time O O o o o O

Looks ugly O O 0O 0O O (]
O O o ad O

Was recommended to me by a

woodland expert O

Will harm the types of wildlife | .
care about

O
O
O
O
O

Will cause me to lose income O O O O d O

Will encourage the growth of

unwanted plants/trees 0o O o d o O




. Conservation Easements

12. Land development rights can be sold or voluntarily given away to a
conservation organization, which permanently prevents the land from
being developed. This is commonly called a "conservation easement."

a) How familiar are you with conservation easements? Please select only
one statement.

If you O | have never heard of the term "conservation easement"
checked {

either of 0 I have heard of the term "conservation easement™ but |
these two do not know much about it

boxes

please skip LI 1 am somewhat familiar with conservation easements
to question

#13 OO 1 am very familiar with conservation easements

U1 1 am extremely familiar with conservation easements

b) Which statement below best describes your thoughts, or personal
experience, about putting a conservation easement on all or part of
your woodland? Please select only one statement.

I currently have a conservation easement on all or part of my
woodland

I plan to put a conservation easement on my woodland within the
next year

I plan to put a conservation easement on my woodland more
than one year from now

I have thought about putting a conservation easement on my
woodland, but have not yet made a decision

. I have thought about putting a conservation easement on my
woodland, but decided NOT to do so

I have not thought about whether | want to put a conservation
Ll easement on my woodland
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¢) How much do you agree or disagree with each of the following .
statements about putting a conservation easement on all or part of
your woodland? Please select only one box for each statement.

The process of getting an easement
is not worth the effort/time

The process of getting an OO0 o O .
easement is too expensive

I cannot find a conservation
organization/land trust willingtohold O O O O O O
an easement on my woodland

I do not know how to put a
conservation easement on my O O O O O O
woodland

I do not trust conservation
organizations/land trusts

A conservation easement would
reduce the value of my property

I want to have the ability to
develop my woodland

I want future generations to have
the ability to develop my woodland

I want a conservation easement on my
woodland to help preserve the characterd 0O O O O O
of Vermont

| want a conservation easement on
my woodland to protect the overall 0 Y R I B O
health of the land

| want a conservation easement on my
woodland as a legacy for future O O O O O O
generations

| want a conservation easement
on my woodland to help o o o o g O

wildlife B




. Cost Share Programs

13. Cost share programs provide financial assistance to qualified
woodland owners to conduct specific conservation activities on their
land, such as removing invasive plants, creating a forest management
plan, or enhancing wildlife habitat. Funding for cost share programs
can come from federal, state, or non-governmental groups, such as
the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) or the Woods,
Wildlife and Warblers program.

a) How familiar are you with cost share programs for woodland owners?
Please select only one statement.

If you

checked LI I have never heard of the term "cost share program"
either of

these two" 7 | have heard of the term "cost share program™ but I do
boxes not know much about it

please skip O | am somewhat familiar with cost share programs

to questlon

#14

O 1 am very familiar with cost share programs

O I am extremely familiar with cost share programs

b) Which statement below best describes your thoughts, or personal
experience, about participating in a cost share program for your
woodland? Please select only one statement.

L1 | have completed one or more cost share programs in the past

I have applied for a cost share program in the past, but have

O
never completed a program

O 1 am currently participating in my first cost share program now

I plan to participate in my first cost share program within the

next year

! plan to participate in my first cost share program more than
one year from now

' I have thought about participating in a cost share program, but
have not yet made a decision

n I have thought about participating in a cost share program, but

decided NOT to do so

I have not thought about whether | want to participate in a cost

share program
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c) How much do you agree or disagree with each of the following
statements about participating in a cost share program to conduct a
conservation activity on your woodland? Please select only one

box for each statement. &
,c.'z* Q’O \\g o
&‘?% gfrb éf'v P & @‘é@ ,@"‘k
S ¢ ® ¥ «\‘*&

Cost share programs... %{P Sy c;\% & P
Are not of interest because | am
already taking good care of my o o oo o O
woodland
Are too complicated to enroll in
when administered by the O O oo o U
government

Are too complicated to enroll in
when administered by O O 0o o g O
non-governmental groups

Do not cover enough of the costs
to make the application worth the
effort

Do_notfundtheimprovementsl OO0 00 O '
am interested in doing

Ease the financial burden of making an
improvement that | was already planning & 0O 0O 0O [ O
to make

Help me improve an aspect of my
woodland that | could not afford otherwise oo ooo O

Help reassure me that | am taking good

care of my woodland o o oo o O

Provide me with valuable information O O O o g O

Were recommended to me by a woodland O 0O O O O O
“expert

I do not know enough about cost

share programs to apply 0o oo oo =




. 13.d) Are you currently participating, or have you already participated,
in any of the following cost share programs? Please select
either"Yes", "No" or "Do Not Know" for each program.

Do Not
Yes No Know Cost share program

EQIP, the Environmental Quality Incentives

O O Program

CSP, the Conservation Stewardship Program

WHIP, the Wildlife Habitat Incentives
Program

The Woods, Wildlife and Warblers cost
share program

| have applied for a cost share program, but |
cannot remember the name of it

o |0 o] O
o | 0o O

(|
(|
(|

O
O
O

0 0 ] Other (please specify):

Information Sources

14. Which of the following topics regarding the care or protection of
your woodland, if any, are you interested in learning more about?
Please selected either "Yes" or "No" for each topic.

Yes No | am interested in learning more about...

O

Control of unwanted insects or tree diseases
Wildlife or wildlife habitat

Timber production

Conservation easements

Invasive plants

Vermont's Current Use Program

Arranging for an expert to visit my land
Cost share programs

Patch cuts

oo ooo|ooon g
oo oonono)o oiogo

Other (please specify):

H ",
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15. How trustworthy, or untrustworthy, are the following sources of
information about the care or protection of your woodland?

Please select only one box for each information S & {\\*"
source. S &S S
Al 4 3‘"@ @,\@@oé Q,&@ S
St ST
SIS EE
A consulting forester O O 0O 0O O a
A county forester O O Oo o g O
A family member or friend O O 0o o O O
A wildlife biologist O O 0o o o O
Another woodland owner O O oo g O
Myself (my personal experience) O O 0O O O (]
Audubon Vermont O O o o ad O
Vermont Coverts O O o o g U
Vermont Woodlands Association O O oo g O
Woods, Wildlife and Warblers O O O 0o g O
University of Vermont Extension Services] O O O O O
;/rgrgzz';egte}girtment of Forest, Parks O 000 O N
Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department [ [ 0O 0O O O
USDA Natural Resources OO0 0O O N

Conservation Service (NRCS)

16. How would you prefer to receive information/advice, if at all,
about the care or protection of your woodland in the future? Please
check either "Yes" or "No" for each information source.

Yes No I would prefer to...

Talk to someone

Arrange for an expert to visit my land

Receive a brochure, magazine, or other written material

Attend a conference, workshop, or class in-person

Search on the internet

Receive an email/e-newsletter

Attend an online workshop/class

Oooooaoaoaoo
Oooooaoaoaoo

Other (please specify):




17. Do you know if there is an agency, organization, or program in
your area that will send a woodland expert (such as a forester,
wildlife biologist, or knowledgeable fellow landowner) to visit
your land in Vermont free of charge?

O Yes I No 1 Do Not Know
Ls 1 yes, what is the name of this agency, organization, or program?

18. Have you ever spoken to an expert about improving wildlife habitat
on your woodland in Vermont?

[ Yes 0 No [0 Do Not Know

General Questions About You

19. What is your gender?

20. What is your age?

Years

21. What is the highest degree or level of school you have completed?

1 Less than 12th grade
1 High school/GED

[0 Some college

[ Associate degree

(1 Bachelor's degree

[0 Advanced degree
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22. Are you a member of any conservation or natural resource
management organizations?

O Yes O No

\Z

If yes, please list them:

If there are any additional comments or concerns you would like to
share, please list them below:

Thank you for participating in this survey! Please return the
questionnaire in the postage-paid envelope provided. If you would like
a copy of the results of this survey, print your name and address on
the back of the return envelope. .




m A~
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Comments or questions?
Please contact us:
Family Forest Research Center
160 Holdsworth Way
Amherst, MA 01003
Telephone: (413) 687-1908
Email: meharrington@umass.edu

Version: VWW 1.0






