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Columns

Personalities in
Polymer Science

¥ivimn Thomas Stanmott

Honoring Professor Vivian Stannoll
on his BOth Birthday

Vivian Stunnetl bos been and s a
world leader in rodintion chemistry
ol high polymers and in eadiatlon
polymerization. He hus also made mijor
contrubiiioms o pransport phensmesn
n polvmers, io memlcane techwslogy
wie] o Rentile elwnaisiey

Wivnin Thomps Stanmell was borm aan
Septemler 1 1917 i Langley, Englond,
s the only ehild of Emest amd Duonothy
Girace (Rustelly Stanoew. He wos raised
I Stokes Poges, Bickinghiimshiie,
England and went 10 Elementarty School
Im Stokes Poges [rom 192 1 1928 gl
to the Grummar School im Slough,
Buckingtumshiee from 1925 10 1935,

"|'|.||.|:||,; Vivkan W R T, Dwat,
mich oo his fogher's distress, e pever
liscd Ay desiie Lo lake wj [aomang. He
wan aterestod im chiemisiry Toom an carly
agle and usaid (s Gy 008 EXPETITens on
lims owm 1o o abandonesd r..\ill.'..'.;.if mrnugc
which was somewhere on his Father s
property, In 1936, e staried fullilling
his dream to become a =cientist by
enrolling al the London Polvecehnge iy
sty chemistry; he pradunted with a
IS, degree in |91

Alter ohtatming his degree, YVivian
worked Tor the goverimen) Trom 193%
tin 1947, Dirst v i sl snmnagres of this
celluloee acetade filin plant ot the Brtish
Celanese Corp, Because of the War,
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Fwtvcopiing permmitiod by Ticenie oily,

cellulaie acetate [Flms were in greal
bl for gos inasks and adbsor ity
wnes, ln P Vivian was moved 1o e
Anpy Laboratries af Woolwieh Arsenal
T work on detomptor inspeetion sml
researcli. H?uultr.a]h‘ the Arsenal was
severaly bumibesl wnid Vivian wos nsovesl
o i Borge ordiizies plant ssd Bbomioies
i Llverpel, When the biombing ceaked,
B wwiis e Buck o Woolwich, orly 1o
have his liboraiory destroyed by a VI
rocker, He retrned 1o mnother collulose
wcekite plant

Wheen the war erdal, Vivion stireed 10
consider studying for o Ph, in chemis.
tey, He ladd Tollowed the netivilies ol
Prodessor Herman Mark at the Poly.
ekl Institabe dn eooklvn sl apgled
wl s [msifiotion, Although Like ol
witlwersiiies al the time, e Polyieshisie
Iasianune ol Wpsoklvn was crewibeld with
students hevasse many soldicrd came
Back Froim e war, Vivian wis povepied,
in P47, as a praduote student. He was
el lered by Professar Matk a plice wiih-
weut o fellowship but promised ome i
e did well the Ulest semester. This
turmed out to b the cane pml Yivian
obaingd o fellowshap - the following
Janwnry. by 1950, e receivisd his 'hD
m physical chemsstry and returned o
L,

I 1951, Vivian Stannett accepied
u pasition os Resenicl Chemist ar the
Koppers Company and becaime o
Research Associate ob the Mellon Instilute
in Plitsbuargh. He ind his wife moved
permanently o the U5; they became 115
citipens in 1987,

In 1953, ¥ismn Stanmelt wis alfened
nngl pevepled pn pgipointiment as Assise
et Professon of Fonest Chemasiny o the
Colbepe of Foresiry ot Svimcuse, NY, He
Isecwmiee it Fulbl Professor s 1957, 1y 195K
he toeok one year of sabbatie leave al
e University of Paris whese he Becone
assicinted wilh Professors Michel Magat
el Addolphe Chapaio, leaders in the field
of radiaiion grafting and the radipion
chemisiry of high polymers, Afler
retorming Tradn Paris, Vivian Stoeaiet)
coiitinmed tas Deld o work 18 Syiscise
sial Rt i Mot Carealii

In 1961, Vician Suanncn was offered
the positaen of Associale [Hrgctor of
the pewly Tormed Camille Direyius
Labaratery for Polymer Rescarch at
thie Research Triangle Instinute. This
lahorntory had as s Dircctor Prolessor
Aanlon Pelerlin,

While wosrking ot the Coinille Dreyius
sy, Wivan ket his scadenie oe-
demtindy stuct by bevonving Adjunce 'ro-
fesenr of Chemisry ot Duke University
and [nter also g Nonh Coroling St
University, In carly 1967, he lefi the
Resennch Trinngle lostitute and joined
Morth Carolimn State University as
Professor i e Chemicd) Enghneering
Deparument; be was Iater momed Camille
Drey s Professor. Vivian Stanmeit offi
cially retired in 1988; TO years of sge
was then the manditory relirement
mge al a Professor al Nosth Cieoling Stane
Ulniversily: he cinl e wirking wih
grudinate stsilents woidl 1993, Vivian
Stannetl shll goes o s alfice o the
Linbverstiy eepularly, The Beseasch To-
prpede Enstitmie has glsay renmimed Vivian
part-aimee an thie Cosmnille Dievias Scieitis),

Iuring Wiv academie and sclemific
carreer Vivion Stapmen also pssomed
|||1|'n|fru||1. nelipinistrat i ve |Nhi||l|l|l\. e
was appoinied Vice Provost and Dean ol
the Oiraduibe Schonl from 1975 02
From FEI-84 he worked in Losdon as
Linisam Scigml st for the Office of Noval
Resenrih, - UMK Fuiogs.

Vivian Stanneir’s feld of rescanch o
specializstion includes twe modificalion
of fibers and the applicazions of high
ol the chemiry of testiles, pilp
and paper, the effects of high energy
racliatians s high polymers, radiation
Iiluced polyimesleation. the tunsporn of
oy, water and smnll molecules through
[l poslymems, Bapror proaperties dn poly-
mers amil membrme lechnolopy,

Stamneal ban paibslisbiod omer D00 guipiera
and pewigws on vanoas aspects of poly-
mer schenee and wechaology. He is o the
Ediworial Boad of 7 of the meost presei-
ot polymer selated jowmals,

Li conios as o surprise, ok Vivisn
Stnmnett hos received many honors. He
in 0 Fellow of e Royal Tnstiiute of
Chemistry {1948, New York Acpdemy of
Scicnees R0, TAPPD (1968) and (he
Rayal Socaey of Chemisary § 19800, Oiher
havivoors anclode the Silver Medal Trom
rariey (19&7, the ACS Award lof
Polymer Chemestey ¢ 19875, the Horden
Adwand Trooe the ACK (19T4), the ACS
Anselm Payen Medal (1974). the
Ieterniantional Awird and CGaold Medal of
ihe Socicty of Plustics Engineers (1975)
il the ¥ney Medal of the American
Assockation of Texuile Chemixis and
Colorists (1595), He also received the
Dostinguished Alumnaus Award of ihe
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Palyvtechnic Tnatitute of NewYork
(1T,

Vivisn Stamsell wis highly hinoded
im i State of Mok Caroling where
e spent much of his professionsl life:
He reveived ihe ACS North Carsling
[3istimpuished Speiker Awird (1083, the
Adewsa Fosinskatomn Distinguised Kewarch
Awaid (rom 1he North Caraling Stae
University School of Engmeyring | 1950),
e Norih Cproling Schenee Award aml
Ciold meslal (19810, the Univervity ol
Sonth Cmiolins Bosed of Gosernor ()
Moy Gandses Award (195400, vhe Nonh
Carolina Dytingwisked Chemabry Awand
from the Amemcan [nstitute of {Twemists
CURay, wied the Hallpday Medal Gom
Mowth Caroling Stmte Unlversity € 19920

In 1995, Vivian Stannctl was clocted
a Member of the U5 Nathonal Adaberny
of Engineering. Since 1990, he is an
Honoeiry Member of the Soviety of Fiber
Science amd Technology | Bapuash.

Saamiclt fun heon actrve i varam, pro-
fessional proogn. and organizatons, e
was the Chainmuan of the Noah Carcling
Soction of the AUS (19700, the Chadrman
of the ACS Division of Palymer Chemis.
iy (19T and e Clemeand Sediclary of
ibe Macrossdecular Secretagist {190 He
wan volvisd with TAPPL the Sty of
Chemienl ladusary, Pl Kapgs PRl s Phi
Lomda Upsiton. e bas alse helid the
prrsitisine ol Chatenian Tor the Cardon
Conlovonoes on “Polymers™ {19775 and on
“Chemmstry snd Phryvics of 1Spen™ (1967)

Chver the years, Vivian Stannct was an
avind peamders b Dikes wilkimg and wis an
cotbamsiasiie raveler, whisd wats nevessary
i bl punediensbantial Tl 10 g il Imtedested
i forcign culiures and watches Tovign,
i ey o enever he can.

O May 30, 1'Mi6. Visian Stannen
marreed the former Flora Susuane
Sulibacher, Susanne hokly an hosors
depree in beviibe chomntey (rom Quecai
Uneverity im Bl Vivian snd Sananer
worked together on & militaty research
priosgram towand the end of the war, They
Fenve omié abategibules, Mooty Anihis ohio
is marmicd 0 Christopher Royee, Vivian
aanid Kusaning Dave tiee pranwons! hslian
il ihe twins. Trewos snd Liam,

This nrticle was prepared by (tto
Yogl, Herman V. Mark Professor of
Polymer Science Emeriten, University of
Massschuseits, Amberst, MA 0103, in
eoperation with Sananne S Staasctl of
Rabergh, North Caning




