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Columns

Personalities in
Polymer Science

Milan Lazdr
Scientific prodectivity amil crentivity
have maode Mllan Lazde one of the

mial distingulshed personalitics in
mineromolecular chomaiiry i Central
Europe.

Milan Laedr was born Oceober 8, 1937
at Slise, (Rybare) in the Zvolen districl,
where he grew up and finished high
school, He entered the Pacully of
Chemical Technology of the Slovak
Technical University an Bratistova in
1951 and obtained his Ph. degree in
miacromoleeular ehemisiry based on
a thests entitled Polymerizatlon of
TilNuorchlorethylons. He olsiainesd the
degree of Doctor of Science (Associale
Frofessorship) in 96K with a thesis
Henctions of Free Rudleals in Polymaer

Larir paned his profescliial easedt
# chemist at the Research Instature of
Cables and Insulvtons wheee e worked
on problems concerned with the
peolyimerization of efuoechiomethylend,
Later, togeiher with K. Rodo be
developed  rescarch  prajects on
polyethylene crosslinking, The resalts of
these investigations found important
practical applications in the Slovak
chemécal indusiry.

In 10461, Lozdr foanded the [sbamsory
of Polymers of the Slovak Academy ol
Sciences: and n 1963, he was able o
transform (he Laborsiory (mto the
Polymer [nstitole of the Skwak Acslerny
of Sedenices. Al ilie age of W years, he

Polvmer Mews, 1996, Yol, 20, g, 33 - 57
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became the fioil director of this
insthtion,

The establishment of the Fu[rml:r
[nstitute in Brotslova, in the Slovakion
pari of the then Crechoslovikia, beciine
o logical counterpan o the Instituie of
Macromolecular Chemistry in Progue
and wus an importimi milestong in ihe
development of Crechoslovak polvies
sctence,  Bratislava, evenm  within
Czechoslovakin, had a separste Slovak
Acmdemy of Sciences, The Polymer
Instiipte of the Slovak Academy of
Sesences, unlike the Inatibute in Prague,
apecialized mainly on free radicol
processes for polymer prepuration and
ramafocmntion while the Crech Inminsie
comcentrated on condensation polymers
(particalarly Nylon 6) and other polor
polymers. Both directors, Milan Lagir
and ihe direstor i Pragaie, Ot Wichterle,
kept ohose contact amsd coonlinuted thiir
actavilies carelully which nesulied in 2
high reputation of Ceechosloyvakin's
polvmes wience,

An 190K came  and. ihe
Czechoslovakian Spring swept the
progressive scicntist (aml politicain) Trim
beuding positions, Mikan Lazir's fae was
seabed and he wis removed o direcior of
the Inathiuie i Broiisbiva, Poom 1971 fo
199} be became o scoentist of wnceriain
distinevinn. This wai 50 extienely
difficnlt period in the schentific carcer
of Milan Lardr; his coptacis with the
iinlematbaial sclenlific compvinily were
elimimted and his scienlific activity was
[irmatedd seith an overnll sigmifins haom o
the Slowak mpcromalecnlar science. As
the eommiinis adinisieion collaghed
in 1990, Milan Lazir was reimstited o
the director of the Polymes Institure and
serves] umtl] his retinemsent o 1994,

In it sewennfic work. Milan Lazdr
coniribuied 1o the mechanlams of
elementary reactions of free radicals
In soled medis, He initiated ihe
work on polymerizations instipted by
charge-trunsfer complexes in solid
purafling, the radical polymerication
by semistable rodicals, the stsbilization
of reactlve lree rodicals in channel
compounds and syathetic reolilos,
ilie siudy of ihe decay ol liee radials
n pelymer matnges, the decomposijion
ol perosides in & sobid polymer matns
and the subsequeni pathways of
pelymer medificatons, His work alse
contributed 1o the erosslinking and
grafting of polyokefins {potyeibylene und

ooy propy e )

As e director of U Inaifule in thie
1960 8, Milan Lacdr innisted op the
development of special methods ol
polymer characterizathans, enpecially
the developmenl of sophisticated ESK
spectroscopy, methods of stodying
chensluminescence and thermal soulysls
fior pdymer characterzation.

The atyle of M. Lazdc's work dunng
his First directorship invelved, the
orginieation of informal meetings with
coworkers und guesis of the Insttinle ol
hin smull eoltage im Bratislava’s fooesis
where new jdeay were discussed, This
created strong bomds between sl who
Teae| wen pppsiundly 00 work wath Bim sod
ihe Palymer Instilute. L nwst cases these
relasmis suryived g o now and are one
of the rensons of the high stability and
Tuigeh seieneific peoduciivity of the Polymer
Inatinete im Hravislava,

Milan Lazfir is the anthor of mone than
150 acientific papers and couathor ol five
books: Free Radicals m - Chemistry and
Blology, 1985 Chemical Translotmoiions
of Polymers, i98%; Chemical Heactons
of Free Radicala, JOBY; Synthesls and
Properiies  of  Macromolecular
Compounds, 1976 and Fluorocarbon
Py maein, 19041

Among the homors Professor Lazar
received in bis cureer ks (e Prize of the
Slovak Academy. Diosyz Stor Hlkovic,
the Silver nwedal C1982) and (he gkl
modal Disnye Smm (192 for scizafic
achievements pnd the okl Medal Chumye
Tikovio 1987 for lyysical Chamisiry,

Oiver the years M. Lazdr has had
hifTenent hobbies, Wihen b was younger
e wis sctve indancing in o folk's proup,
pow be likes wood working bn his coitage
im the Slovenski Rudohomie Maountains

Since 1953, M. Lazir bay becn miamed
ber s wikie, Toeya, whio was deyides) aml
has. helped him mech dorinpg the
diflieulthes of his Bile. They have twi
wons, Martin and Lubor, snd one daugher,
Dranlca, all of wihisin sre mirred,

Ther article hax been submidied by
T Metisova-Kyelln, Folymer boginile,
Siovak Avadermy of Sclences, Bratlslavi
andl tte Vegl, Hermian F. Mark
Prifessor  of f"u]_k.i.ln’r Scleied,
Pelytectuns Univeesrry, Brookin 1.
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