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THE SETTING 

Eastville Point is a six-acre promon­

tory extending into Vineyard Haven Harbor 

on the Island of Martha's Vineyard, Massa­

chusetts. The promontory is located along 

the eastern shoreline of the harbor adja­

cent to Beach Road, which connects two major 

population centers of the Island, the towns 

of Tisbury (Vineyard Haven) and Oak Bluffs. 

The boundary between these two towns passes 

through Eastville Point's southwestern beach, 

with the bulk of the promontory falling 

within Oak Bluffs. 

Martha's Vineyard is best known as a 

popular summer resort area, with seasonal 

residents and tourists coming in increasing 

numbers during the 1970's to enjoy the 

Island's rich heritage, scenic landscape 

and recreational amenities afforded by ocean, 

sound and great ponds. The year-round pop­

ulation of the Vineyard has also grown con­

siderably during the last decade. Increased 

development and growth of year-round and 

summer population (currently estimated at 

50, 000) are trends likely to continue during 

the 1980's, particularly in the context of 

the increasing cost of energy and the 

Island's proximity to the major population 

centers of Boston (80 miles) and New York 

( 150 miles). 
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Most of the traffic between the Vineyard 

and mainland Massachusetts is carried by 

the vessels of the Woods Hole, Martha's 

Vineyard and Nantucket Steamship Authority, 

whose primary Island docking facility is 

located within Vineyard Hoven Harbor (an 

additional summer facility is located at 

Oak Bluffs). Eastville Point is highly 

visible from the harbor, its landscape being 

dominated by three major features: an ad­

jacent drawbridge which carries Beach Road 

over the inlet connecting the harbor with 

Lagoon Pond; a stone jetty extending from 

the Point into the harbor which protects 

the drawbridge and inlet; and a plateau 

formed of sand and cobble dredged from the 

inlet in the early 1970 's. A row of summer 

cottages lines the shoreline of the harbor 

to the northeast of the promontory. 

Eastville Point is presently undevel­

oped, and recently has been used by the 

public for recreational activities such as 

swimming, fishing and driving of off-road 

vehicles. The Point is divided into two 

adjoining parcels of privately owned prop­

erty. In 1977 an undivided two-thirds in­

terest in the larger of the two parcels was 

donated to the Vineyard Conservation Society, 

a nonprofit educational organization dedi­

cated to preserving the natural amenities 

of Martha's Vineyard. The Conservation 

Society in conjunction with the Dukes County 

Commissioners is presently applying for 

monies through the Federal· Land and Water 

Conservation Fund to purchase the remaining 

one-third interest in the larger parcel 

along with the smaller parcel. The entire 

property will then be donated to the County 

and can be developed as a park for the en­

joyment of the public. 

Eastville Point offers considerable 

potential as a future open space resource 
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for .the Island. Its importance stems from 

its key location between Vineyard Haven 

Harbor and the heavily travelled Beach Road 

and from the recreational opportunities 

afforded by its 1500 feet of beach frontage, 

jetty and spectacular views of harbor and 

lagoon. A major attraction of Martha's 

Vineyard for residents and summer visitors 

alike lies in the scenic quality of the 

Island landscape; Eastville Point does not 

presently contribute to that quality, due 

largely to the sand plateau which has dis­

rupted the native plant community and in­

vited incursions by off-road vehicles which 

prevent full re-establishment of vegetation. 

Extensive, seemingly endless beaches are 

another major reason for the Island's pop-

ularity; public use of this resource is, 

however, limited due to widespread private 

ownership of beachfront access. Beaches 

readily accessible to the general public 

include the Oak Bluffs Town Beach, State 

Beach between Oak Bluffs and Edgartown, and 

County Beach at Katama south of Edgartown. 

Vineyard Haven Harbor is entirely lacking 

in public beachfront except for Owen Park, 

which includes a small stretch of beach 

owned by the Town of Tisbury along the 

harbor's western shoreline. A sensitive 

design for Eastville Point would, if im­

plemented, maximize the promontory's recre­

ational potential and improve its visual 

character as seen from Beach Road and the 

harbor. 
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SITE ANALYSIS 

HISTORY 

The existing configuration of Eastville 

Point is the result of an interaction be­

tween physical, biological and cultural in­

fluences. The site is part of the barrier 

beach system separating Vineyard Haven Harbor 

and Lagoon Pond, formed by the erosion of 

the glacial moraine at East Chop. Barrier 

beaches are a geomorphic feature of the 

coastal environment consisting of loose, 

unconsolidated sediment shaped by physical 

forces such as waves, currents and winds. 

They typically exist in a state of dynamic 

equilibrium with the stabilizing effects of 

vegetation tending to counteract erosive 

physical processes. The impact of human 

activities on the barrier beach is magnified 

due to the fragile, shifting nature of the 

ecosystem. 

Eastville Point is sheltered from open 

ocean by the harbor and Vineyard Sound, ex­

periencing significant wave activity only 

during major storm conditions. Winds from 
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the northeast quadrant are characterized by 

the greatest average velocity and longest 

duration. The storm waves generated have 

resulted in the net movement of sediment 

eroded from East Chop in a southwesterly 

direction via the process known as littoral 

drift. This movement has been occurring 

during the last 5-6,000 years, cutting off 

Lagoon Pond from the harbor and providing 

the physical base for much of the present 

town of Vineyard Haven. 

Under natural conditions tidal currents 

maintain inlets through barrier beaches in 

response to daily fluctuations in sea level 

caused by the gravitational influences of 

the moon and sun. Tidal inlets are unstable 

phenomena, migrating along the barrier in 

response to severe storms and being subject 

to shoaling by currents and littoral drift. 

The inlet existing southwest of Eastville 

Point was originally cut by a great storm 

in 1815; an eighteenth century map shows a 

tidal inlet located at the head of Vineyard 

naven Harbor. The Lagoon barrier was at 

this time known as Long Beach, possibly 

VlNE:cYARt7 .SOU"-1[7 
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derived from one of the Indian names for 

the barrier, Quinniumon or Quanaiamuk. 

Until well into the nineteenth century in­

lets prevented overland transportation be­

tween Vineyard Hav~r (then known as Homes 

Hole) and the settlement at Oak Bluffs; 

traffic instead went by the head of Lagoon 

Pond. A wooden drawbridge was built over 

the existing inlet in 1872, marking the 

beginning of human activities which have 

interacted with the natural ecosystem to 

produce the present form of the ~ite. 

The current drawbridge is a concrete 

slab supported by a timber framework, con­

structed in 1935 in response to increased 

automobile traffic and to the pressure of 

recreational boating on the overcrowded 

mooring space in the inner harbor. A six­

foot deep channel was dredged through the 

inlet while the bridge was built to allow 

access to the sheltered waters of Lagoon 

Pond for yachts and small boats. A stone 

jetty, the remains of which can be seen 

today along the southwestern shoreline of 

the promontory, was also constructed to 
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prevent shoaling of the new channel by lit­

toral drift. A major effect of this jetty, 

along with a previously constructed break­

water, was the accumulation of sediment up­

drift of the inlet, forming what today is 

known as Eastville Point. 

The original stone jetty was not entirely 

effective in preventing shoaling of the 

inlet, being subject to overtopping by storm 

waves and the transport of sediment around 

its harbor end by littoral drift. Storm 

overwash during the 1938 hurricane resulted 

in the formation of a beach to the south-

west of the jetty. Littoral drift became 

a problem once accretion had proceeded to 

the tip of the jetty, and provided material 

for tidal shoaling at the harbor and lagoon 

entrances to the channel. Also contributing 

to shoal formation was tidal scouring of 

fine sediment from the new beach southwest 

of the jetty, which now is characterized by 

a much coarser granular composition than 

the promontory's northern beach. These 

conditions, compounded by the increasing 

demands of recreational boating on Vine-

yard Haven Harbor, prompted a U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers report published in 1968 

which recommended the dredging of a new 

eight-foot channel through the inlet and the 

construction of a two-hundred foot harbor 

extension to the old stone jetty. 'I'his work 

was completed during the early 1970's. 

Material dredged from the inlet was pumped 

onto Eastville Point, resulting in the sand 

plateau which now covers much of the promon­

tory. The elevation of the jetty extension 

was set at six feet above mean high water 

to guard against overtopping by storm waves. 

One unanticipated effect of the jetty 

extension and sand plateau has been to in­

cr ease recreational usage of Eastville Point, 

vacant since the abandonment of the Mary 

Guerin Inn which occupied the site until the 

1950's. The jetty extension has been much 

used during summer and fall by fishermen, 

who arrive by four-wheel drive vehicles along 

the course of the old jetty as well as by 

foot from the earthen parking area l ocated 

between Beach Road and the plateau. The 

plateau has proved attractive to off-road 
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vehicle drivers, who negotiate its steep 

banks to enjoy views of the harbor. Ped­

estrians use the plateau less frequently, 

due partly to its exposure to automobile 

traffic along Beach Road. 

Island residents and summer visitors 

alike take advantage of the promontory's 

beaches for walking, swimming and sun­

batping. Another summertime activity en­

joyed by young people is diving from the 

drawbridge into the inlet. Foot traffic 

from the beach up to the drawbridge as a 

result of this pasttime has caused notice­

able erosion of the steep bank adjacent 

to Beach Road. 

Recreational activities, in particular 

uncontrolled off-road vehicle traffic, have 

impeaed the establishment of vegetation on 

the sand plateau. In the natural ecosystem 

o specialized plant community with roots 

capable of binding together loose sediment 

is the primary factor counteracting the 

erosive effects of physical forces on the 

barrier beach. American beachgraas 

(Ammophila breviligulata) is the primary 

Bt:::.ACHGRASS SH~U\3 
-fHICKtf..S 

species responsible for building protective 

barrier dunes in the Northeast. Ammophila 

is not only highly resistant to stressful 

conditions, such as salt spray and a substrate 

low in organic matter and essential nutrients, 

but also has the ability to grow upward 

with the wind-blown sand that accumulates 

over it, resulting in a stabilized dune. 

Shrub thickets backed by scrub forests can 

then develop in the protected zone provided 

by the primary dune. 

Eastville Point cannot be called a 

'natural' barrier beach ecosystem, owing 

its existence to relatively recent human 

attempts to stabilize a dynamic tidal inlet. 

It is still subject, however, to the phy-
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sical and biological processes operating 

within the natural system, which have inter­

acted with human activities to produce the 

site's present appearance. An understanding 

of these interactions can be used to predict 

probable future changes in the physical 

form of the promontory. 

ANALYSIS: THE FUTURE 

1- While littoral drift has been slowed by 
the construction of timber bulkheads, stone 
revetements and groins at East Chop and 
along the intervening shoreline, the net 
trend wil l still be t owards accretion of 
the shoreline updrift of the jetty extension. 
This process will increase the recreational 
potential of the promontory's northern 
beach. 

2. The stability of Eastville Point will 
be high relative to other barrier beach 
sites due to the shelter provided by the 
harbor and the accretion caused by the 
jetty extension. The worst impact can be 
anticipated from abnormally high tides and 
wave action accompanying northeast storms. 

3. The inlet to Lagoon Pond will require 
periodic maintenance dredging to counter­
act tidal shoaling. Dredged material can 
be economically deposited on the promon­
t ory's northern shoreline, enhancing its 
recreational potential by widening the 

beachfront. 

4. The eventual plant community independent 
of human activity will be American beach­
grass on slopes facing t he harbor and shrub 
thickets inland. The 'protected zone' be­
tween the southern bank of the plateau and 
Beach Road is the most f avorable habitat 
for the gr owth of larger woody species. 
The full establishment of vegetation will 
be interrupted as long as uncontrolled off­
road vehicle use of the site i s allowed. 

-----------­�~� 
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TOPOGRAPHY 

Eastville Point consists essentially 

of two superimposed flat plateaus separ­

ated by steep banks in places approaching 

a slope of 1 on l ¼. The banks and upper 

plateau were formed by the deposition of 

sand dredged from the inlet to an elevation 

of thirteen feet above mean high water. A 

bowl-like depression (low point seven to 

eight feet above mean high water) in the 

eastern portion of the plateau is appar­

ently the result of completion of dredging 

before the area demarcated for deposition 

of spoils was completely filled. The 

original elevation of the promontory back 

of the beaches .was five to seven feet above 

mean high water, presently reflected in the 

existing parking area and in the 'meadow' 

at the eastern end of the site which was 

not subjected to filling. A 1 on 2 incline 

along the extreme southeastern border of 

the site adjacent to the parking area is 

formed by the sideslope of the Beach Road 

approach to the drawbridge (elevation 18 
feet above mean high water). 

VEGETATION 

The vegetation of the whole of East­

ville Point prior to the deposition of harbor 

spoils probably resembled that of the un­

filled meadow, characterized by a mixture 

of poverty grasses, annuals and woody shrubs. 

Revegetation of the plateau has proceeded 

most rapidly along its steep banks. The nor­

thern bank in particular has been colonized 

by American beachgrass, except where displaced 

by off-road vehicle tracks, and presents 

the appearance of a naturally occurring bar­

rier dune to the harbor. The upper surface 

of the plateau is entirely lacking in vege­

tation except for a stand of Phragmites 

communis (common reed) in the depression. 

The eastern, western and southern banks are 

inhabited by a mixture of beachgrass, in­

vasive woody shrubs such as Rosa rugosa, 

bayberry and Japanese honeysuckle, annuals, 

and yucca (a historic relict left behind 

by the inn formerly occupying the site). 

These pioneer communities have been inter­

rupted by numerous off-road vehicle tracks 

up onto the plateau. The only mature trees 
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on the site are two Japanese black pine 

(Pinus thunbergi) locat ed on the southern 

bank ~f the plateau adjacent to the ex­

isting parking area. Smaller evergreen 

trees and woody plants, including trans­

plantable seedlings, occur in the meadow 

and along the bank of Beach Road. Species 

include Japanese black pine, eastern red­

cedar (Juniperus virginiana), bayberry 

(Myrica pensylvannica), beach plum (Prunus 

maritima) and pasture rose (Rosa carolina). 

--

CLIMATE 

The role of severe storms in shaping 

the physical form of Eastville Point has al­

ready been discussed. The mean tidal range 

for the harbor is 1. 7 feet; the highest tides 

on record, 7-3 feet above mean high water, 

occurred during the 1954 hurricane. Wave 

heights are a function of direction and vel­

ocity of wind, duration (length of time the 

wind blows), and fetch (distance of the water 

across which the wind blows). The site is 

protected by East and West Chops from all 

winds except those from the northnorthwest, 

north and northeast. Distances across 

Vineyard and Nantucket Sounds to the main­

land are 6 miles in a northerly direction 

and 18 miles in a northeasterly direction. 

This information combined with wind data 

can be used to calculate wave heights during 

severe storm conditions. An eight-foot 

maximum wave generated by northeast winds 

is possible, which if topping seven-foot 

storm tides would result in temporary flood­

ing of the site. 
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Climactic factors not as important in 

determining the physical form of the site 

but critical to human comfort levels in-

clude temperature ranges, precipitation and 

prevailing winds.• The proximity of the 

Atlantic Ocean tends to moderate the Island's 

climate as compared to inland Massachusetts, 

resulting in relatively warmer winters and 

cooler summers. The mean monthly temper­

ature ranges from a Jaw of 31.4~ F. in Feb­

ruary to a high of 68.1° in August. Yearly 

precipitation averages 43.66 inches, with 

much less falling in the form of snow than 

in inland Massachusetts. Prevailing winds 

are from the southwest from April through 

October, average speed 12.3 miles per hour, 

and from the northwest November through 

March, average speed 14.5 miles per hour. 

Eastville Point's northern and western shore­

lines, jetty and sand plateau are exposed. 

to the bitter effects of winter winds. A 

'protected zone' occupied by the existing 

access drive and parking area lies to the 

•All climactic data is extrapolated from 
Nantucket Station, the closest United 
States Weather Bureau. 

south of the sand plateau. This area also 

has a favorable orientation to cooling sum­

mer breezes, although these are to some ex­

tent blocked by Beach Road and the drawbridge. 

Land-sea breezes, a daily pattern of air 

movement caused by differential heating of 

air over land and water, to some extent super­

sede the prevailing wind pattern during the 

summer. Air flow will commonly be offshore 

(from the south) during the morning and on­

shore (from the north) during the afternoon. 

The cooling effect of Eastville Point's lo­

cation on Vineyard Haven Harbor is offset 

during hot summer days by its lack of tree 

cover. 

VIEWS 

The elevation provided by the sand 

plateau serves to highlight the fine views 

of sound and harbor available from the site. 

Unfortunately Beach Road and the drawbridge, 

paralleled by obtrusive utility poles and 

light fixtures, dominate much of the fore­

ground view of Lagoon Pond. The plateau 

screens Beach Road from the promontory' s 

northern shoreline, from which is available 
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a vista consisting of West Chop, the sound, 

and the summer cottages to the northeast of 

the site. The drawbridge dominates views 

from the southwestern shoreline, particu-

1 larly as one approaches the existing parking 

area. The drawbridge tends to blend into 

the landscape as the observer walks out onto 

the jetty extension, resulting in fine views 

in all directions. 

The sand plateau blocks much of the 

view of the harbor from Beach Road between 

the drawbridge and summer cottages. This 

vista is still available across the meadow 

at the eastern end of the site and repre­

sents the only uninterrupted view of the 

harbor from Beach Road (a concrete seawall 

dominates the view from the road southwest 

of the drawbridge). 
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LEGAL/ADMINISTRATIVE CONTEXT 

Political decision-making plays an im­

portant role in determining the impact of 

human activities on the landscape. For ex­

ample, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers re­

port, which resulted in the extension to 

the jetty and dredging of the inlet, was un­

dertaken in response to a request made by 

the Board of Selectmen of the Town of 'ris­

bury in 1963. Historically in private owner­

ship, Eastville Point has been subject to 

legal and administrative influences which 

have helped to determine its physical form 

and which now are working to secure its 

future as an open space resource for the 

Island of Martha's Vineyard. 

The two adjoining parcels of real es­

tate into which Eastville Point is pre­

sently divided were owned by the Convery 

. family for a number of years and in the 

early 197O's were the property of Leo 

Convery Sr. Plans by the elder Convery to 

develop a subdivision on the property were 

terminated by his death. Ownership of 

Parcel 1, 5. 2 acres including the jetty, 
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sand plateau and parking area, passed in 

undivided interest to Leo Convery Jr., 

Arthur Young and Jane Brown. Jane Brown 

and Marjorie Zipser inherited Parcel 2 

(0.8 acres including the meadow). In 

1977 Convery and Young each conveyed their 

one-third interest to the Vineyard Con-

1 servation Society, with the deed stipu­

lating future use for conservation and 

recreational purposes only. As of May 

1980 Jane Brown retains one-third inter­

est in the larger parcel along with joint 

ownership of the smaller parcel. 

~oning bylaws for the Coastal Dis­

trict -passed by the Town of Oak Bluffs 

in 1977 along with regulations imposed 

by the Martha's Vineyard Commission have 

made residential or other structural 

development of Eastville Point next to 

impossible. Created in 1974, the Martha's 

Vineyard Commission is a regional plan­

ning agency entrusted with broad regula­

tory powers in identified 'Districts of 

Critical Planning Concern'. In 1979 

planners working with the Commission de­

termined that Eastville Point fell completely 

within the Shore Zone of the Coastal Dis­

trict, with permitted land uses limited to 

recreation, conservation and agriculture. 

The Commission regulations supersede Town 

zoning within Districts of Critical Planning 

Concern. According to the Oak Bluffs zoning 

by-law, Eastville Point is located partly 

within the Residential-1 (Coastal) District, 

allowing limited residential development 

subject to strict regulations, and partly 

within the Business-I District as a result 

of the inn formerly situated on the site. 

The Vineyard Conservation Society has 

been searching, since its acquisition of 

two-thirds interest in Parcel 1, for a 

means of officially designating the property 

as recreation/conservation land. This is 

impossible as long as partial ownership 

remains in private hands. In 1979 the 

Society discovered the possibility of using 

appropriations from the Federal Land and 

Water Conservation Fund to purchase the re-
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maining one-third interest in Parcel 1 along 

with Parcel 2. Administered by the Heritage 

Conservation and Recreation Service, the 

fund provides matching grants to state and 

local governmental bodies for the acquisition 

and development of outdoor recreation lands 

and facilities. Funding for the Eastville 

Point project would be based upon the value 

of the Vineyard Conservation Society interest 

as determined by a real estate appraisal, 

with the Dukes County Commissioners assuming 

future ownership of the land. An initial 

appropriation from the fund would be pro-

vided to the County for acquisition of the 

private interests in Parcels 1 and 2. Ad­

ditional funds for development would become 

available based upon the residual value of 

the VCS interest remaining after acquisition 

and a 50% matching basis for additional 

costs of construction, payable after devel­

opment is completed. An application for 

acquisition funds is currently on file with 

the State Division of Conservation Services, 

responsible for appropriating Massachusetts' 

share of the Land and Water Conservation 

Fund. 

-------
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SYNTHESIS 

Several factors contributed to the 

evolution of the design created for East­

ville Point as a result of this three­

month study. These included the physical 

limitations and capabilities of the site 

as revealed by the site analysis; the pro­

gram of activities to be accommodated on 

the site; the requirements of the future 

governing body, the Dukes County Commis­

sioners; and the desire to achieve simple, 

beautiful form on the landscape. Each of 

these considerations was emphasized during 

different phases of the design process. 

The site analysis provided the understanding 
1 necessary for the achievement of a workable 

design. Programmatic alternatives, hinging 

upon the use of the site by off-road ve­

hicles, were thoroughly considered. The 

requirements of the administrative situation 

determined the limited budget available for 

deve~opment and maintenance and necessitated 

the production of a preliminary site plan 

now on file with the State Division of Con-

servation Services. The final design pro­

posal is the result of an intensive explor­

ation of formal alternatives for the site 

based primarily upon the use of landform 

as a sculptural medium. 
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DESIGN CRITERIII 

1. Ecologically critical zones of existing 
vegetation will be identified and preserved. 

Eastville Point is, as previously dis­

cussed, part of a barrier beach system which 

has been extensively modified by human ac­

tivities. In the natural system vegetation 

performs a critical role by stabilizing the 

physical base of the barrier beach. Pro­

tection of well established plant commu­

nities on Eastville Point is an important 

aspect of the need for conservation ex­

pressed in the project goal. Three critical 

zones of existing vegetation were identified: 

the meadow at the eastern end of the site; 

the community of American beachgrass along 

the northern bank of the sand plateau; and 

the evergreens growing r,ext to the steep 

bank of Beach Road, important for their 
1 potential in screening out automobile traf­

fic along the roadway. 

2. The relatively low-cost operation of 
earth-moving, followed by the establish­
ment of indigenous vegetation, will be used 
to achieve: 

---control of pedestrian and vehicular 
access and circulation 

---shaping of enjoyable spaces for recre­
ational activities 

---screening of undesirable and enhance­
ment of desirable views 

Recreational features of Eastville 

Point include the jetty, beaches and fine 

views of harbor and lagoon. Movement of 

people onto and through the site to enjoy 

these amenities must be controlled in order 

to protect existing plant communities and 

new vegetation established by replanting. 

During the early stages of the project con­

siderable thought was given to the possi­

bility of allowing controlled access to the 

site for off-road vehicles. This alterna­

tive was abandoned due to the difficulty 

of controlling such usage combined with the 

destructive impact of vehicles on barrier 

beach vegetation. Precedence for excluding 

off-road vehicle traffic exists at County 

Beach at Katama and at Joseph Sylvia State 

Beach. At the latter beach fishermen are 

required to walk 500 feet from the roadway 

to use the jetty at the north inlet into 
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Sengekontacket Pond. Manipulation of land­

form reinforced by the placement of boulders 

available from the old jetty could be used 

to establish effective control of off-road 

vehicles at Eastville Point. At the same 

time earth-moving equipment could be used 

for the reshaping of the sand plateau to 

provide an enjoyable environment for recre­

ational activities. Landform could be used 

to emphasize desirable views and to provide 

screening from Bea~h Road and the draw­

bridge. Slopes established by earth-moving 

should be immediately stabilized by the 

planting of beachgrass to initiate vege­

tative succession; a complete fertilizer 

such as 10-10-10 could be applied to pro­

mote growth. 

The design proposal for Eastville Point 

expresses the project goal, objectives and 

design criteria in terms of physical form 

on the landscape. The formal composition 

of the design is inspired by curvilinear 

forms occurring in the natural system as a 

1 result of the action of waves, winds and 

currents. 
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DESIGN 

RECREATION 

Entry to the site is provided by means 

of a gravel access road located at the pre­

sent boundary between Parcels 1 and 2. 

The present access road, made dangerous by 

a pronounced dip in elevation from Beach 

Road, has been blocked off by regrading an 

existing berm and extending the existing 

sidewalk and guardrail along Beach Road to 

the new entry. Confinement of off-road 

vehicles to a new gravel parking area is 

ensured by the placement of stones along 

the reshaped southern embankment of the 

plateau and at the southeastern end of the 

lot, where a view of the harbor through a 

vehicle backup area serves to pull users 

into the park at. the desired access point. 

The possibility of providing a bikeway 

parallel to Beach Road was considered un­

feasible due to the severe space restric­

tions imposed by the embankment and draw­

bridge. A bike rack should be provided 

within the parking area to accommodate bi-

cyclists using the site. 

From the parking area the pedestrian 

passes through an intermediate zone of land­

form and plantings into a picnic area defined 

by the reshaped southeastern bank of the 

plateau. This location was considered lo­

gical for picnic facilities due to its easy 

access from the parking area (important for 

maintenance functions such as trash collec­

tion as well as for the convenience of users), 

its fine vi~ws of the harbor, and the pro­

tection from northerly winds provided by the 

plateau which would extend the site's use 

on mild days during the late fall, winter 

and spring. Pines planted along the Beach 

Road embankment provide screening from auto­

mobile traffic. 

Pathways around the picnic area serve 

to direct circulation into the rest of the 

park, either along the southwestern shore­

line to the jetty or by means of a sand 

ramp into the resculptured plateau. The 

ramp terminates at a large open space which 

can be used for gatherings and informal 

games such as frisbee, touch football, etc. 
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Sand excavated from this space has been de­

posited along the southern and western edges 

of the plateau to provide screening from 

Beach Road and the drawbridge, and along 

the northern bank to reinforce its function 

as a protective barrier dune. A pathway 

and wooden staircase sited at an existing 

offroad vehicle track onto the plateau pro­

vide a connection between the open space 

and the promontory's northern beach. 

At the northwestern end of the plateau 

an elevated viewing area, reached by a 

sand ramp and stone steps from the cen­

tral open space, provides panoramic views 

of the sound, harbor and lagoon. Views 

of the lagoon are enhanced by raising the 

observer's line of sight above the level of 

the drawbridge. Tables and benches could 

be placed within the viewing area to pro­

vide a second location for picnicking ac­

tivities. Alternatively, the viewing area 

could be used as the site for an observa­

tion tower which-would maximize views of 

the surrounding landscape. 

The viewing area's foundation consists 

of a sand mound stabilized by a riprap wall 

of stone removed from the old jetty. The 

riprap wall protects the embankments of the 

viewing area against human and climate in­

duced erosion as well as providing a thematic 

link to the jetty extension. Removal of 

surface stone from the nonfunctional old 

jetty would also open up the southwestern 

beach of the promontory to increased recre­

ational usage. The line of the old jetty 

presently directs pedestrians to the jetty 

extension and psychologically impedes move­

ment down to the shoreline. 

A circular pathway at the foot of the 

riprap wall provides for circulation from 

the viewing area to the central open space, 

to the northern beach via a stone staircase, 

and to the southwestern beach via a curvi­

linear ramp aligned with the jetty extension. 

Stone is used as an edging for the pathway 

and to stabilize the southwestern embankment 

of the ramp. 

A final element in the resculpturing 
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of the sand plateau is the creation of o 

depressed circular 'bowl' off the eastern 

end of the central open space, suggested by 

the existing depression inhabited by a com­

munity of Phragmites. The sense of spatial 

enclosure has been increased by excavation 

of the bowl and filling of the edges of the 

plateau facing Beach Road and the meadow. 

An existing pathway cut through the northern 

bank of the plateau by off-road vehicles is 

used to accommodate pedestrian circulation 

and provides the bowl with an enframed vista 

of Vineyard Haven Harbor. 

CON SERV AT ION 

Recreational use of Eastville Point is 

balanced with sound conservation measures 

necessary to upgrade the visual appearance 

of the promontory and enhance its function 

as a protective barrier for Beach Road and 

the drawbridge. The existing meadow has 

been preserved and visually separated from 

Beach Road by a split rail fence which also 

serves to complete the barrier to off-road 

vehicle penetration of the site. The cri-

tical northern bank of the plateau along 

with extensive stretches of the eastern 

and western banks have been preserved in 

order to protect existing plant communities 

and reduce costs of earth moving. Existing 

gaps in vegetation, resulting from off-road 

vehicle traffic, should be immediately 

planted with beachgrass which can also be 

used to stabilize new slopes established 

by earth-moving operations. Slopes on the 

edges of open spaces are set at a 1 on 2 

gradient to discourage pedestrian incursions 

and promote the growth of successional 

vegetation. Deciduous shrubs such as Rosa 

rugosa and bayberry are recommended for 

planting along the parking lot to act as 

a barrier to undesired pedestrian movement. 

Pines and redcedar planted along Beach 

Road between the new access road and the 

drawbridge provide screening of automobile 

traffic. Seedlings could be transplanted 

from the meadow to reduce the cost of this 

operation. 
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THE VIEW FROM THE ROAD 

Views from Beach Road would be improved 

by the proposed design for the promontory. 

From the drawbridge the reshaped and revege­

tated plateau and stone viewing area would 

be visible within the context of Vineyard 

Haven Harbor. Moving northeast towards 

Oak Bluffs the driver would pass a mass of 

evergreen trees followed quickly by a 

clearly delineated entry into the park. 

The existing view of the harbor across the 

meadow is preserved and enhanced by the 

addition of a split rail fence in the fore­

ground. 
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SUMMARY 

The design proposed for Eastville Point 

is not conceived to be a static and unchang­

ing entity, but a dynamic composition be­

fitting the shifting nature of the barrier 

beach ecosystem. Scattered shrub thickets, 

already established in the meadow, will in­

vade the r eshaped embankments of the sand 

plateau. Beachgrass will colonize unutil­

ized areas of open spaces, and Phragmites 

may sprout anew in the 'bowl'. The pro­

montory's northern beach will gradually 

accrete, a process which can be hastened 

by the deposition of materials from future 

dredgings of the inlet. Wind and other 

daily climactic influences will cause subtle 

changes in sand- and beachforms. Major 

storms are a constant possibility, and will 

strike hardest the northern shoreline of 

the site. 

The design proposal is strong enough to 

leave a lasting imprint on the promontory' s 

landscape in the face of all of these alter­

ations. Storm flooding will be most pro-

nounced through the opening into the bowl, 

guarding agai nst failure of the northern bank 

of the plateau by equilibrating the water 

levels of the beach and major open space. 

The exclusion of off-road vehicles and a 

careful organization of pedestrian movement 

will minimize human impact on landform and 

vegetation. Basic spatial f orms will re­

main, and the stone viewing area will stand 

as a future landmark in Vineyard Haven Harbor. 

The transformation of Eastville Point 

into an exciting habitat for human activities 

can serve as a model for all landscapes 

which have been drastically altered by man. 

Benefits derived from the reclamation of 

gravel pits, landfills, etc. must be closely 

examined during an era of increasing scar­

city of land and natural r esources. East­

ville Point is made doubly significant by 

its occurrence within a barrier beach eco­

system. Reclamation of the promontory would 

be a fitting contribution made by Dukes 

Cbunty to the public in 1980, nationally 

designated 'Year of the C0ast'. 
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APPENDIX : CUT/FILL ESTIMATE 

The final grading plan was adjusted to yield a 15-20% excess of 
cut over fill, determined by using the end area method to estimate the 
volume of earth to be moved. The area of proposed cut and fill along 
sections taken at intervals through the design was calculated and 
multiplied by the distance between sections to determine the total 
volume of cut and fill. 
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