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ABSTRACT

CIVIC CENTER FOR MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF DELHI, INDIA

SEPTEMBER 2010

AKANKSHA SHARMA , B.ARCH, JAMIA MILLIA ISLAMIA, NEW DELHI, INDIA

M.ARCH, UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS AMHERST

Directed by: Skender Luarasi

The thesis project proposes to explore into the design possibilities for the Omer e
Municipal Corporation of Delhi and extract the richness of the site conditions into
architecture through means of computational design. The computational desigrclapproa
will provide a degree of variance which will be an interesting thing to exploegnrstof
defining spaces, program and systems.. The design would hinge on to one of the major
centers of Delhi and aim to enhance social permeability through means sfdiodm
articulation of spaces. It would cater to all classes of people and help in prosrotiig

local businesses thereby weaving into the social and cultural fabric of India..
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INTRODUCTION
LETTER OF INTENT

A civic centre is the chief administrative, entertainment and cultural cefrtine town as
a whole. A civic centre represents the image of the region and its residentsuilting

is the centre of all societies, of all groups and of every activity.

The present such building known as town hall, is located in Chandni Chowk area, the
oldest posh unplanned area of Delhi. It was built in 1864 for the office of superintendent
with a little number of staff. At present the building is over crowded with the various
offices and the increased requirements makes the building a slum. Themagiand
enclosing the verandahs of the building has very much affected the ventilatienilng

and sanitary services. In order to draft a more iconic image of a Civic Qeioteler to
achieve good results, the new Civic Center is proposed at the heart of the cltyswhi

also a financial and commercial magnet. The older building is proposed to be converted
into a museum. An efficient, well-organized civic centre can best be obtajried b

planning for future growth, which characterizes the successful enterprese€conomy.

The major goal of this project is to accomplish an integrated design throwgis wfe
parametric modeling which blends into the existing infrastructure, economyeiat s

fabric and takes cares of sustainability and energy issues.

! http://cbs.iiit.net/resume/2002batch/gurneet/thésin



CHAPTER 1

PROJECT INTRODUCTION

The project is a Civic Center design for the Municipal Corporation of Delhi. The land for
the project was allotted in 1983, but the construction finally began in 2004 due to
administrative bottlenecks and lack of funds. | would be assuming the site as an
undeveloped site with no construction and come up with a design proposal of my own.
This project will not be just about designing an energy efficient and sustinaliing

but will also give an opportunity to design a response to ameliorate socidi@ondi
Considering the fact that there are so many diverse social and economicrstuathe
country, it becomes imperative that any design weaves into the existingjdisibtize

right way. The site touches the centre of Delhi on one side, which is a thoroughlydplanne
are by Edwin Lutyens and on the other side, the site it is bound by Old Delhi which was a
Mughal ruled area, characterized by sprawl and unplanned growth. The immediate
juxtaposition of a planned area versus an urban sprawl obviously brings problems like

traffic management, byelaws, zoning etc.

Since the site lies amidst of a sprawl and has mixed-used adjacencies- ciammer
residential, institutional and religious; there is no specific charactaedite. The site is
hinged by the biggest railway terminal in India and already observes alamt of
traffic volume throughout the day, the presence of some institutional centery aksa
aggravates the traffic situation. The construction of a civic center waticatly increase
the traffic around the area. An important consideration for the thesis propd<a val

analyze the traffic situations and avoid congestion.



India has a diverse set of cultures, economic and social classes. A spacbediray
designed for a particular genre of people might not be visited by another set ef peopl
because of their economic and social standing. It does not imply that lone set ef peopl
will not be allowed to use a particular facility, but means that those people walkima
automatic conscience that a particular public space is hot meant for themy s tios
economically engage in a certain kind of work and might possibly be discriminated

against.

The site was originally inhabited by slum dwellers. The slums weresdeaentually for
construction and pushed to the rear of the site. Even now the slums do exist and will tend
to exist in the coming years. Constructing a bulky Civic Center will probabbn a

social handicap for those people as they would be surrounded by a public space that will

not be used by them.

The proposed design will therefore look at the possibility of filtering all kindeméls
classes through the site by creating spaces that will be meant onpgédfrcspurposes

and congregation opportunities and allow inter-mingling of all social classes.

The overall intent of the thesis project may thus be summed up as:

Designing a public space/building/buildings
Incorporate energy efficiency features

Provide social permeability



CHAPTER 2

AREA OF INTEREST- REASON FOR SELECTION

The project not only deals with design but also gives an opportunity to take carerof urba
design issues, energy and sustainability requirements. It also adlkiwg tirban growth
patterns, economic and social background into consideration. The site has ioustifar
adjacencies with varied activities, this very condition gives more chall¢ogles project

and gives a scope for better learning of various design, environmental and saeml is

The project program is basically categorized into: commercialtutienal and cultural. |
intend to propose a architectural design of the cultural block. The reason for dgsignin
the cultural block is that its program requirements are quite varied as canpéne
commercial and institutional spaces where the spatial elements woulg bestl
repetitive. Also, designing the cultural block would give a change to integrate outdoor
spaces with the indoor spaces. India has a vast culture and diversity wheegdhere
certain types of activities that are particularly arranged in outdooesaad the
climate/weather patterns allow for holding such events outdoor for most ofahd hes
would also help in creating a degree of social permeability and allow peoplalfrom
social and economic classes to be a part of the same event which in otheilthses w
segregated gatherings had it not been a part of some iconic part of theicitgeater(

Central Delhi- a major hub).



CHAPTER 3

SITE ANALYSIS

A proposal for construction of Civic Centre on the site was approved by MCD in 1961
and the land for construction was allotted in 1983. A national competition for design and
construction of Civic Centre was conducted in 1984 and in the year 1989, the architect
for construction was finalized. However the project could not be initiated for fijesms

owing to various administrative bottlenecks and scarcity of funds.

Site Location And Description

The proposed Civic Centre is located in New Delhi, at the intersection of Javehhar

Nehru

Marg and Minto road, opposite to Delhi Stock Exchange building. The site is bounded on
the 4 sides up in the immediate vicinity by the following:

East: The eastern fringe of the site is bounded by Waqf board land and M.T.N.L.

building adjacent to the Waqf board land. G. B. Pant hospital, Zakir Hussain College and
LNJP Narain hospital are other major sensitive receptors in a range of 500 to 700 m from
the site. River Yamuna is at a distance of 3 km from the site in easternodirecti
West:Vivekananda road (Minto road) is towards the west of the site. New Delhi Railwa
Station (750 m), Police station (I00 m) and MCD Dispensary (200 m) are othengensiti
receptors in western direction. Delhi Ridge is at a distance of 2.5 kilomatettie site

in western direction.



North: Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg runs along the northern boundary of the site. Ram Lila
Ground and wholesale markets of Old Delhi are further North at a distance of about 3 km
from the site.

South:In the immediate vicinity of the site in southern direction is CPWD hostegréag
hostels and Press enclave. Institutional area of ITO, which houses imporizet affi

World Health Organization (WHO), Bureau of Indian Standards, Delhi Development
Authority (DDA), Income Tax Offices. Sale Tax Office is in the radiug &m from the

site. Cultural hub comprising of Lalit Kala Academy. Mandi House. Sri Ram Centre
FICCI (Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry) Auditorium is othe

important landmarks on the southern side of the site.

Figure 1: Location
Figure 2: Context Plan Source: EIA Executive

Summary, Civic Center, New Delhi
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Figure 3: Site Plan

Figure 4: Context plan 2
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Figure 5: Activities-Source: Goog' maps

6: Traffic— Source: Googlmap:
































































































































































































