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Does Biochar Work??? 

• Null or negative response 
• Delayed response 
• Nutrient problems (binding, tie-up, pH) 

 
 

     One Chance for a First Impression 
 



















The Recipe 

• 2% live active compost 
• 1% fish bone meal 

 
How 

– Blend thoroughly with moist char 
– Shape into piles or windrows 
– Allow at least 5 days to settle 
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Particle size: ¼” 
 
Application Rate:  
¼” thick, tilled 5” deep  
= 33 cubic yards per acre 
= 8.25 tons per acre @ 500lbs/ton 
 
Nitrogen supplied by fish bone meal at 
given application rate: 
 12 lbs fish/cubic yard * 33 cubic yard per 
acre  = 396 lbs fish meal/ acre 
 
396lbs Fish meal @ 9% N = 35.6lbs N/acre 
 
C / N ratio: 
(8.25 * 2000) 16,500 lbs C / 35.6 lbs N 
=   463/1 
 
 



Fresh weight of above ground biomass:        Control:  1.4 lbs,    Biochar:  9 lbs  (6.4x control) 



Fresh weight of seed heads:       Control:  0.44 lbs,        Biochar:  3.69 lbs  (8.4x control) 
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