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WHY OER? 

53% 

23% 
24% 

35% 

Textbook Decisions 

not purchased - too 
expensive 

not taken a class- textbook 
too expensive. 

taken a different class- 
textbook too expensive. 

made different decisions 
about my education 
because of student debt. 

2014 survey of 264 UMass students in OEI classes 
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24% 

31% 6% 
5% 

27% 

7% 

Alternatives to Buying Book 

Downloaded Illegally  

Shared w/ Classmates 

Library Reserve 

Library ILL 

Used an earlier edition 

Used a non assigned 
textbook 

2016 survey of 54 UMass students in OEI classes 



FACULTY AWARENESS 

2016 Babson Report 
Opening the Textbook: OER in U.S. Higher 

Education, 2015-16 



SEEKING SOLUTIONS 

OPEN EDUCATION INITIATIVE 
(OEI) 



The OEI is a faculty incentive 
program that encourages 

•  The creation of new teaching materials and 
models 

•  The use of existing open (free or low cost) 
information resources to support student 
learning 

•  The use of library materials 
•  The development of open technologies 



COLLABORATION ACROSS CAMPUS 

Libraries 

Teaching 
Excellence & 
Faculty 
Development 

Information 
Technology 



LIBRARY OER WEBSITE 



SUCCESS STORIES 
Randal Knoper 
•  English 269: American Literature and Culture after 1865 
• Cost Savings to date: $2,660 

Miliann Kang 
• Women's Studies 187: Gender, Sexuality and Culture 
• Cost Savings to date: $8,475 

Hossein Pishro-Nik 
•  Electrical and Computer Engineering 314: Introduction to 

Probability and Random Processes 
• Cost Savings to date: $25,833 
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material	
  

OUTCOMES 



$1.3 million 
Student savings 

7,000 students, 60+ 
faculty & 100 classes 
Since 2011 

$100,000 invested 
Over 5 years 



OER Assessment  



○  Lack of awareness 
○  Time 
○  No single catalog of OER 
○  Lack of ancillary content 
○  Time commitment of support staff 
○  Getting beyond the “pilot” phase 

OER Barriers  



OER Future Goals 



THANKS! 
Any questions? 

You can find me at: 
@youthelectronix 
jlsmith@library.umass.edu 
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