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Strengthening the Education of Girls in India
[image: Strengthening the Education of Girls in India]Funded by USAID (1996-1999), Strengthening the Education of Girls in India was a participatory development project involving teachers, government officials, and parents and community members in the design of a training module for teachers to improve the education of girls in villages in India. The goal of the project was to increase girls' enrollment, attendance, promotion, and completion of primary school through new pedagogical practices in schools. The project was implemented in the state of [image: Doing PAR]Uttar Pradesh in northern India, the largest and one of the most poor states in the country.
Through action research, a core group of teacher-researchers designed and pilot tested a teacher training module that contains four major sections: gender sensitization, pedagogy, transacting the curriculum, and community mobilization. Pilot testing of the module was conducted with 150 teachers in Maharajganj block of Rae Bareilly, resulting in substantial changes in classroom structures and pedagogical practices that are more responsive to the needs of girl children in the area.
Community involvement in the design and implementation of the project resulted in several jathas -- community events that raise awareness and build commitment for girls' education. Activities associated with the jathas include holding parades through villages, painting placards and signs depicting girls in a variety of roles, forming mothers' groups, and inviting village elders and leaders to commit to girls' education.
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: Dr. Sahni and Dr. Rossman]Where implemented, the project had considerable impact on the attitudes and practices of primary school teachers. This success was due, in large part, to the commitment of Teachers' Union officials from the state, district, and block; their endorsement and support of the project were crucial. Because of her commitment to the education of Indian children living in villages, through this project and several others, the Project Director, Dr. Urvashi Sahni, has been awarded the prestigious International 
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