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Foreword 

Way back in the mid-1980s, a small meeting in the Northeastern US was 
launched that was intended primarily to highlight issues related to petroleum-
contaminated soils.  Now known as the Annual International Conference on Soils, 
Sediments, Water, and Energy, that modest initial scientific forum began a very 
impressive run, which most recently was represented by the 27th event in October 
2011.  Hosted by the University of Massachusetts in Amherst, this conference is 
recognized as being among the most significant and influential environmental 
conferences in the world, and recently has drawn in the range of 200 
presentations/posters, and 600 to 900 participants each year.  This has translated 
to a total of nearly 20,000 attendees from well over 40 countries, and the United 
States has been represented by nearly all of the 50 states in over a quarter century.   

The Conference prides itself on establishing and promoting interactions of all 
kinds.  With important local, regional and global environmental events such as the 
Gulf Oil Spill, the Japanese earthquake/tsunami, and others occurring worldwide 
with unfortunate regularity, a conference such as this provides an essential service 
to the scientific community.  That fact is well-illustrated by the array of subjects 
addressed at the 2011 Conference, which touched on such topics as site 
investigation approaches, innovative remedial strategies and techniques, vapor 
intrusion, petroleum, environmental forensics, air quality, military installations, 
risk assessment, heavy metals, nanotechnology, hydrogeology, manufactured gas 
plants, and numerous specific workshops, poster sessions and invited addresses.  
Also well-represented in the presentations and exhibitor booths were many 
analytical laboratories, technical consultants, regulatory agency personnel, and 
members of the legal community.  This year’s Proceedings, which cover indoor 
air quality, remediation, risk assessment, sediment quality, and heavy metals, are 
just a snapshot of the broad expanse of technical materials covered by the 
Conference.  The treatment of new ideas and approaches to environmental 
problems, as well as possible new avenues of research and practical resolution, 
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has always been a hallmark of the Conference, whether in the platform sessions, 
more informal and discussion-oriented poster sessions, or even during coffee 
breaks and dinner.  It is in those discussions that much of the actual progress 
occurs and many of the intellectual connections are forged.   

It is a personal and professional pleasure to introduce this latest volume in a 
long-running series that dates back in various forms to 1986.  As in past years, the 
editors, sponsors, conference staff, the Scientific Advisory Boards, and the AEHS 
Foundation are to be congratulated on the continuation and improvements to a 
great and influential tradition in our field.   

 
Christopher M. Teaf 
Center for Biomedical & Toxicological Research 
Florida State University 
Tallahassee, Florida 
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