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Personalities in
Polymer Science

Ephraim Katchalski-Katzir

Hanaring Professor
Katchabsi-Katric on
Birthday

Fphraim hatchabdd: hsteis cooupace
= umhipee w0l divtinguhduad poitien i
podymer warner, He iv a eabing fipare in
the selentific spd poditical life in the
Seate of Terael He served his country an
it foarth Proshient from 1975 o 1974, o
period that began with the Yom Kippar
War and coded mith the hintodic veul of
Preabdent Sada of Fevpd o Jenusakesn A
Prosdent of Jursed dovs sl partsopate
i iy bvadey rumasny od B Jvsamtny; e
besdemiep i had om porwonsd el moral
watars rathar than podetg sl imodvoment
which is ibe responability of e Prime
Miniater and hei calunir. Profovus Katrl
hooks bk on his v wear o Prehent
& i avurabdy rich aned rewanliog,

Fus oumy yvurs Ephaiom Katchalkis
Katrin wan intemively eogaged in voxial,
odoateonu] pwd defeme aitiveses rolaied
10 the oxtablnbment sed devclopeend of
o o of baacd Dl played e adiurntaad
part s st b practically every basch
peevermmi oo O ahuagersg of mtiond pod
wy with regand G sl dovekogrsom.

Professor Kobeis s o wondsriel sory-
pobler ansd i is fancinating b hear Bin ik
abowi Golda Meir, who was Prime
Manister ot the st of Bis Prevdency b
ks furst medting with Aawar Sadst.
Pyl b il i Staty Prosidond b
b 1l Gt 10 weloome Sadat om his

Podvmrr Newy, 199, Vol 21, pp 410 - 404

Ptocopymng pormmiied by Loomne oaly,

werival i Barmel. The Sadal sik marked
the beginming of the Middle-Foast peace
provess which loalay I8 years laber, is snll
wmler e pustiation.

Ephrsim Katrir wav bain in Kiey,
Ulrane, bn My 1o, 1916 20 the yomnger
s of Tols and Yohamds Kalchalsdi. In
1022 ther Lamully swmipralod o buacd lrom
Podand. Thry Ioved in Tl Aviv and e
v do Moresalims whoee Djpleam sid
hiv Bewthor Ao aticndod high shool
Dot baoahers studied at the Hebrew
Unbwersiiy In Jerusalem wheee Ephraim
recerved s masters degree in 1997 ol
Bes PED [ 1341, Mes peoaceriag work on
ihe aystbesin of polyia-amine aonls),
wheo b b deugnnd 20 modeh lov simhwng
the wrmisre and fesstions of protoem
st in 1980, and b idopel o mteesd
polymens has contimecd shroaghout his
life. Me vecopmired ibe impuaiamce of
Leuehs anhydrides Tor ibe synthesis of
Wigh molecular weight poly o aming
aoila), A major doalribaion was
the proparation of immobilized enrymes,
which s have important snd indneas:
imgly widcsproad applications in

, Wis distinguibed scademic carcer
hopn st Hebres Ussueruity wheer be was
an Anvsivient sl the Depariment of
Theoretical  and  Macromaleculan
Chemmiatry fromn 194143, e spent the
ol o years s 8 Rewarch Fellow at the
Polytechnic basistune of Brooklyin (noew
Polytechaie Univeraty b and ot Coluamisia
Uniwernaty.

O bl povars 8o Bursel i 10U, e wan
resporsibly  far  cslablishing  1he
[heparimemt of Bupeysics o the mrwly
inswpurated Weirmann Invisivic ol
Sclenoe im Brbowet and heasded 1he
depariment from 1949 (o 1971, Diring
iy pendisd be was also @ Professst of
BWiphysies &1 Mebrew Universily
(108010, Guest Scientist al Maryend
Universaly (1937-39), Visitimg Profcvsor
st Rockefelber University and the
Umiverasty of Mactipan i 1961 -45), Scmbor
Fotcipn Scacaing i UCLA soad Viktesg
Prolevy @ e Beclle Seunrle Beawranih
Center. In sddition, be werved 50 Ohied
Schemtiad mt b brae] Defenae Misivnry
16651 Afier completing his term of
offier o Presidend of laaed be returmed in
ihe Weltman Instinuie where he wis
appoanitead @ bavsibes Prifessor in 1978
I DAL, b osnibinhanl thee Dieprirtnent of
e Bl of Tl Awiv Uivemsaly amd
werved v i dicector amd Umkyeruity
Prdrvn

Eiphwuion Kideh's svw s with the
Polytechmie University bepan carly in his
curgdr. I 107 Mheimman F. Maik i i
bt of iy plasitbng commmities for the
acw Wolrmsnn Institely sranspal for it
[ wl wan -
bfic ogupecel b0 b lomguranh imstaliod
ia the laborsionies si Brooliya Poly,
bocause of the war wtmation in Paleusne
Thasn, Biimdllan Fodv bocane de lerto s
precunar of the Weizmans Inatimie,

Commeon schentific imeneats sl mstual
respect led 1 a chose asockation beiween
Epbwraim and Hcrman F. Mark. Many
weans Liver, In 1979, Professor Kaiile
Became the Fast bosdder of e Hlormun I
Mk Chusie s e Py tectonis’ Ui ity
I {OY) am proed ta have sedoecd
Profpnsan hstrw theee yeans L o il
full time, permanent Herman F. Mark
Prodiosnaw o e Pobysechngs Univeray

Ephraim Katzie's memberhips and
honsirary minberibipa of sclentific hodies
aid acieties refectiing hin atamding in the
scientific world are too pumarous fo
martion here in ity entinety A parsial list
nchodes e LS Acalemy of Socaoes, the
Amerias Acalemy of Arts sl Sowmors.
the Rayal Sockeity iLondon) and ihe
Leapoldinag Academy of Scwedes in
Halhe. Wi i om oy Badiboriad smd Aadiisiny
ol of vy posprmals.

Ammwig by patiosnad el Dwierestimnal

pitions and awards conliered on bim
g s original aml snventive work snd his
wishom i planiing and ofganlzation
of sclemtifie  Mrections  are  the
Tebernibhow ki Price (19450, the
Wonrmass Prire (143, The laacl Prue
o Matand Sohenov £ 179, et K o Bl
Prize in Najural Sciences (1960, ihe
Landoritivem - Damg Cedd Modal 019080, the
Ham Krebs Modal (1972) and the farn
Japan Pedze (19KS], D 1900 he was
appointed 10 the French Onler of Legion
o Hopeur with e ok of Comeander,

The swademic commuanily has reoug-
misod Epheaie Katrir's sccomplishments
by w arding hlm honoe sy degroes frm a
ety et of bt aokaleny the
Hebees Unbversity (19730, Brasdsis
Usiveraty (19743, Universiy ol Michigsn
(1975, Palytechobd University ( 1975),
Mebeew Unson Collepe (159755 The
Werrmann Imiviuie of Science (1970),
Supthwestern Umiversicy (0973, Jarvanl
Uiniversity { 1978y, MeGIl University
C1oKiby, Eldgeatsische Technische
Hochschale, 2dich, 4 1980), Thomas
Retforn Univoruty (19810 Ulniverity of
Oatord (1981}, Usivervily of Mismi

01 A U hveraeas, Pulsdiadiors Avosoustson | Asmloeion BV
Putslnded wnsdey o by Crordon anad Berach Soience Putilsnhen 54



(10333, Technion-Haifa Institute of
Technology (1983), and Ben Gurion
Unibwersily of the Neges [ 1996],

Eplwnim’ s obder brothes Aharon, alse o
distinguished biophysicist, was killed by
terrorisan @ Ben Gurion Aigport n May,
1972

Tlhix ardicle was prepaied by (Mia
Vopl, Herman F. Mark Professor of
Paolymer Sclence, Polytechnic Unbeerdiy,
Brooklva, NY and Joseph Jagur-
Grodzinski of the Weirmann Insite of
Sclence, Rebovor, lsmel




