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Gone Fishin' Reel Patent Coloring Book  
Compiled by Paulina Borrego, PTRC Librarian, with Steve Vernon, author, and fishing reel 

enthusiast. 

People have been fishing for thousands of years, with nets and with hooks tied to the ends of 
fishing lines. The lines were often attached to long sticks or rods. Over a thousand years ago, 
some fishermen began to use reels that made winding up their lines much easier. We’re not 
sure where the first fishing reels were used, but it probably was in China or the Middle East. 

Simple reels consisting of spools wound by turning cranks could be held in the hand or attached 
to rods. About four-hundred years ago, some craftsmen in England began to manufacture reels 
for fishing, and the advantages of using reels were recognized quickly. Around the middle of the 
eighteenth century, a manufacturer introduced reels with gears that made the spools turn 
faster than the cranks were turned. 

To this point, fishing reels were used primarily to wind up and store lines. After multiplying 
gears were introduced, fishermen realized that the reels could be helpful for casting the lines, 
as well as retrieving them. The development of reels into the specialized, complex machines 
they are today began in earnest in the United States during the early nineteenth century. For 
the last two centuries, inventors have added many features to reels that help the fisherman’s 
hands control the line. 

When I began to collect old reels around fifty years ago, I was amazed at the variety of these 
hand-operated machines that were used just to control the winding and unwinding of fishing 
lines. I have found great pleasure in researching their history and writing three books and many 
articles about it. My latest book, Antique Fishing Reels, 2nd Edition, contains a history of 
American reel development up to 1920. I hope this coloring book gives you an idea of the 
remarkable variety of reels and stimulates your interest in these machines that everyone 
should be lucky enough to use. 

Steve Vernon, author, and fishing reel enthusiast 
June 2022 

This coloring book contains a patent image from each of the patents or patent applications 
listed below.  While patents or patent applications can be many pages, a single image was 
chosen for this coloring book.  In some cases, images were cleaned-up to remove extraneous 
marks from machine scanning. 



There are three types of United States patents: Utility patents, Design patents, and Plant 
patents.  The list below contains utility patents and one design patent (Des.). 

To learn more about patents, contact the UMass Amherst Patent & Trademark Resource Center 
Librarian Paulina Borrego pborrego@library.umass.edu. The UMass Amherst Libraries Patent 
and Trademark Resource Center (PTRC) is part of a nationwide network of public, state, and 
academic libraries that are designated by the USPTO (United States Patent and Trademark 
Office) to disseminate patent and trademark information and to support the diverse intellectual 
property needs of the public. 

This and other patent coloring books available online at 
https://works.bepress.com/paulina_borrego/. 

Patent #    Title     Date  
55,653    Fishing Reel     June 19, 1866 
175,227   Fishing Rod Reel    March 21, 1876 
271,166   Fishing Reel     January 23, 1883 
285,630   Fishing Reel     September 25, 1883 
397,198   Fishing Reel     February 5, 1889 
620,388   Fishing Reel     February 28, 1899 
623,718   Fishing Reel Brake    April 25, 1899 
625,166   Fishing Reel     May 16, 1899 
744,454   Fishing Reel     November 17, 1903 
822,113   Fishing Reel     May 29, 1906 
955,366   Fishing Line Reel And Holder   April 19, 1910 
2,589,776   Fishing Reel     March 18, 1952 
2,852,204   Fishing Reel     September 16, 1958 
3,476,332   Sport Fishing Reel    November 4, 1969 
3,714,732   Apparatus for Disengaging a Fishhook  February 6, 1973 
Des. 247,442   Fishing Reel     March 7, 1978 
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No. 822,113. 

W. H. GLOOKER. 

FISHING REEL. 

PATENTED MAY 29, 1906. 

APPLICATION FILED JAN. 27, 1906. 
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FISHING REEL 

Filed Aug. 23, 1955 
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United States Patent [19J

Hiraishi et al. 

[54) FISHING REEL 

[75) Inventors: Ethuo Hiraishi, Hiroshima; Takeshi 
Shohoji, Fukuyama, both of Japan 

[73] Assignee: Ryobi Ltd., Fuchu, Japan

[••] Term: 14 Years 

[21) Appl. No.: 676,781 

[22) Filed: Apr. 14, 1976 

[30) Foreign Application Priority Data 

Nov. 28, 1975 Japan .................................. 50-47225 

[51) Int. Cl ...................................................... D22-05 
[52) U.S. Cl ...................................................... D22/25 

[111 Des. 247,442 

[45) ** Mar. 7, 1978 

[58) Field of Search ...................... D22/25, 23; 43/20; 

[56) 

0. 115,841
0. 226,311

2,987,266

242/84.1 R 
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7/1939 
2/1973 
6/1961 

Young et al. ..... .. ....... ..... .. .. .. 022/25 
Lemery ................................ 022/25 
Aro la ...... .................... ...... 022/25 X 

Primary Examiner-A. Hugo Word 
Attorney, Agent, or Firm-Richard C. Sughrue 

[57) CLAIM 

The ornamental design for a fishing reel, as shown. 

DESCRIPTION 

FIG. 1 is a front, top and right side perspective view of 
a fishing reel showing our new design; and 
FIG. 2 is a bottom, rear and left side perspective view. 
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