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Eduardo Raposo Motra Yip 
Lisa Reed Karen Zag on a 
Keren Rlce Draga Zec 
Maria-Lu1Sa Rivero Maria-Lwsa Zubizarreta 
Yves Robergo Arnold Zwtcky 

Arme Rochette 

Thanks are also due to the following tireless souls, who were members of. or advtsors to, the 
organizing commiuee proper: 
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Davtd Braun 
Ben Fortson 
Paul Hagstrom 
Madelyn Kissock 
Gaurav Mathur 
Sust Wunnbrand 

John O'Netl 
Geoff Poole 
Elizabeth Pyau 
Norv1n Rtchards 
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The orgaruz.ers thank Noam Chomsky for g1V1ng the keynote address. 

NELS 2t'l was run enurely by the ltnguistics graduate students of Harvard and MIT. Fundmg 
lor the conference came from the student-run MIT Workmg Papers m Lmgutsucs. and wa.'> 
pa.td m full with proceeds from regtstrauon, publishers' dtsplays and T-shtrt sales 

llus edttum of the Proceedmgs of the North East .UnguiJIIC Socien• contruns the papers 
presented at its 26th Annual Meeung, held at Harvard Umverslty and MIT (October 1995) 

My thanks to the authors of these papers for thetr umely ubmlSSIOns and wllhng cooperauon 
m the preparauon of this pubhcauon. I am grateful to Elena Benedtcto, John McCarthy, Elliott 
Moreton, Wld Satosht Tom10ka for matters of edttonal asststance and technical support. I also 
thank Bart Hollehrando;e for Ulkmg care of the computers and pnnt.er and Jcnmfer Smtth for 
proolrcadmg. Very spectal thanks are due to Jtll Beckman for her help m every respect. 

The foUowmg authors did not submit papers for pubhcauon· 

Krisun Hanson 
Christopher Kennedy 
James McCloskey 
Dante! Stlvennan 
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A Brief History of NELS 
b\ John lm!.cn and u.w Rud 

The North East Lmgutstic Soctety, originally known a... the New England Ltngut uc Soctety, 
held �� fint meeting at the Massachu�etL\ Imututc of Technology (MIT) on November 7th, 
8th, and 9th, 1970. The ongmal meeting of NELS aur.tcted not only the expected :wdtencc 
from the northc�tem United States, but also an unexpectedly large number of partJctpants 
frl)m ea.stcm Canada. For this reason, at the busmess meetmg of NELS I, Professor Davtd 
Ltghtfoot (at that time a professor of hngutsucs at McGtll Umversll)) made the proposal that 
the conference expand the geographical range of hosung mstttuunns to tnclude eastern 
Canada. Thts proposal was immedtatcly accepted and accounL' lor the change tn utle ot the 
conference. Since NELS I tn 1970, NELS has further expanded the gcographtcal pool of tL� 
paructpanl�. although the traditional geographtcal base tor hosting tn�Utuuons has remained 
unchanged. NELS now annually draws speaker� and paruc1pant<o from the enure United 
States, Canada, and Europe. It has been hosted by the follO\\tng msutuuons, hstcd m 
chronological order: 

NELS I 
NELS2 
NELS3 
NELS4 
NELS5 
NELS6 
NELS? 
NELS8 
NELS9 
NELSIO 
NELS 11 
NELS12 
NELS13 
NELS14 
NELS15 
NELS 16 
NELS17 
NELS18 
NELS19 
NELS 20 
NELS 21 
NELS 22 
NELS 23 
NELS 24 
NELS 25 
NELS 26 

( 1970) 
( 1971) 
(1972) 
(1973) 
(1974) 
( 1975) 
(1976) 
(1977) 
(1978) 
( 1979) 
(1980) 
(1981) 
( 1982) 
(1983) 
(1984) 
(1985) 
(1986) 
( 1987) 
( 1988) 
( 1989) 
( 1990) 
(1991) 
(1992) 
(1993) 
(1994) 
( 1995) 

MIT 
McGill Umverslty 
University of Massachuseru. Amherst 
Brown University 
Harvard U m verslty 
Universite du Quebec� Montreal 
MIT 
University of Massachuseru, Amherst 
City University of New York 
Uruversity of Ottawa 
ComeU Umverslly 
MIT 
Untvemte du Quebec a Montreal 
Umvers1ty of Massachuseru. Amherst 
Brown Umverslly 
McGill Umversity 
MIT 
Umvers1ty of Toronto 
Cornell Univemty 
Umversity of Pittsburgh 
Umversite du Quebec a Montreal 
Uruvers1ty of Delaware 
Universtty of Ouawa 
Umverstty of Massachusetts. Amherst 
University of Pennsylvarua 
Harvard Umvers1ty and MIT 

NELS bas always been and rema.ms the most presug1ous conference in theoretical 
lmgwstics hosted in its geograplucal area and ll ts among the most lughly respected rn the field 
at large (Conferences in theoreucallmgwsucs of comparable quallly. hosted rn different 
geographical areas, include the Ch1cago Lmgutsucs Soc1ety, the West Coast Conference on 
Formal LrngULSucs (WCCFL). and the Generauve Lrngutsts of the Old World (GLOW) ) The 
papers presented at NELS are of a consistently h1gh calibre. not only because of the large 
number of abstracts rece1ved (generally over 200, from wh1ch only 15% are selected). but 
also because of the anonymous reviewrng procedure employed (leading figures m the field are 
asked to conduct the rev1ewmg process) The papers presented at NELS have appeared m 
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pubhshcd fonn mce NELS 5. and are frequently cued m refereed JOurnals of the field. Smce 
NELS I I, the proceedmgs have been pubh hed by the Graduate Lmgu1stac Student 
A OC1auon at the Uruver uy of Massachusetts, Amherst. 

From 1lS hegmnmg, NELS has been organ11.Cd by the Lmgu1suc graduate students 
assocaauon of the ho ung ansutuuon, although one or two faculty members from the 
dcpanment frequently lend ass1 tance As a result. every effort IS made by the organmng 
committee to msure that a 1gmficant number of speakers are graduate students. This traLhuon 
has been mamtamed pnnc1pally because u prov1des graduate tudents who are relauvely new 
an the field w1th a umque opportunity to meet and d1scuss their work wuh established 
researchers from other umvers1ues. 
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