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Preface

The organizers of the North East Linguistic Society, Dianne Jones and Martha McGinms.
would like to thank the many people who contnbuted to the conference, including speakers.
session chairs, registration desk workers, and clean-up crews, and to express their gratitude to

the following reviewers:

Dorit Abusch Grant Goodall Fred Landman Mats Rooth

Stephen Anderson Helen Goodluck Steve Lapointe Ivan Sag

Joseph Aoun Paul Gorrell Richard Larson Mamoru Saito

Diana Archangeli Eithne Guilfoyle William Leben Beatrice Santoriu
Mark Aronoff Ken Hale Geraldine Legendre  Leslie Saxon
J.-Marc Authier Mark hale David Lightfoot Barry Schein

Mark Baker Morris Halle Anne Lobeck Roger Schwarzchild
Andy Barss Bruce Hayes Linda Lombardi Elisabeth Selkark
Edwin Battistella Irene Heim Maryellen MacDonald Patncia Shaw
Robert C. Berwick  Randall Hendnick Anoop Mahajan Muffy Siegel

Hagit Borer Hajime Hoji Alec Marantz Carlota Smith

Aaron Broadwell Larry Hom Diane Massam Margaret Speas
M.A. Browing Norbert Homstein Robernt May Dominique Sportuche
Andrea Calabrese Jose Hualde James McCloskey Ed Stabler

Vicki Carstens C.-T. James Huang Cecile McKee Donca Stenado

Lisa Cheng Elizabeth Hume Craig Melchert Suzanne Stevenson
Sandra Chung Sabine latridou Armin Mester Tun Stowell

Abigail Cohn William Idsardi Shigeru Miyagawa  Hennette de Swan
Christopher Collins  Junko It§ M.A. Mohararmad Anna Szabolcsi
Heles Contreras Pauline Jacobsen Friedenike Moltmann Daiko Takahashi
Elizabeth Cowper Jay Jasanoff Janet Nicol Chnstopher Tancred:
Stephen Crain Eloise Jelinek Rolf Noyer Michael Tanenhaus
Peter Culicover Alana Johns Jaye Padgett Christine Tellier
Stuant Davis Kyle Johnson Carole Paradis Hoskuldur Thrainsson
Veneewa Dayal Mark Johnson Neal Perlmutter Esther Torrego
Viviane Déprez Ellen Kaisse Glynne Piggott Bert Vaux

Molly Diesing Michael Kenstowicz Paul Portner Thomas Wasow

Elan Dresher John Kingston Paul Postal Calvert Watkins

Sam Epstein Chisato Kitagawa Brad Pritchett Gert Webelhuth
Femanda Ferreira Yoshihisa Kitagawa Ljiljiana Progovac =~ Amy Weinberg

Kai von Fintel Hisatsugu Kitahara  Douglas Pulleyblank Edwin Williams
Janet Fodor Hilda Koopman Eduardo Raposo Moira Yip

John Frampton Howard Kurzinan Lisa Reed Karen Zagona

Lyn Frazer Marie Labelle Keren Rice Draga Zec

Naoki Fukui Williasn Ladusaw Mana-Luisa Rivero  Maria-Luisa Zubizarreta
Andrew Garrett Utpal Lahin Yves Robergo Amold Zwicky

Ted Gibson Itzar Laka Anne Rochette

Thanks are also due to the following tireless souls, who were members of, or advisors to. the
organizing comsnitice proper:



David Braun John O'Neil Andrew Camie Collin Phillips

Ben Fortson Geoff Poole Ernich Groat Rob Pensalfini
Paul Hagstrom Elizabeth Pyau Heidi Harley Jaemin Rhee
Madelyn Kissock Norvin Richards Alec Marantz Vaijayanthi Sarma
Gaurav Mathur Ul Sauerland Wayne O'Neil Carson Schiitze

Susi Wurmbrand
The orgamzers thank Noam Chomsky for giving the keynote address.

NELS 26 was run enurely by the linguistics graduate students of Harvard and MIT. Funding
for the conference came from the student-run MIT Working Papers in Linguisucs, and was
paid in full with proceeds from registration, publishers’ displays and T-shirt sales.

This edition of the Proceedings of the North East Linguistic Society contains the papers
presented at its 26th Annual Meeung, held at Harvard University and MIT (October 1995).

My thanks to the authors of these papers for their umely submissions and willing cooperauon
in the preparation of this publication. I am grateful to Elena Benedicto, John McCarthy, Elliott
Moreton, and Satoshi Tomioka for matters of editonal assistance and technical support. I also
tbank Bant Hollebrandse for taking care of the computers and printer and Jennifer Smith for
proofreading. Very special thanks are due to Jill Beckman for her help in every respect .

The following authors did not submit papers for publication:

Knstun Hanson
Chnstopher Kennedy
James McCloskey
Daniel Silverman

Kiyom: Kusumoto
Editor
Ambherst, Apnl 1996



A Brief History of NELS
by John Jensen and Lisa Reed

The North East Linguistic Society, originally known as the New England Linguistic Society,
held its first meeting at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) on November 7th,
8th, and 9th, 1970. The original meeting of NELS attracted not only the expected audience
from the northeastern United States, but also an unexpectedly large number of participants
from eastern Canada. For this reason, at the business meeting of NELS 1, Professor David
Lightfoot (at that time a professor of hinguisucs at McGill University) made the proposal that
the conference expand the geographical range of hosung institutons to include eastern
Canada. This proposal was immediately accepted and accounts for the change in utle of the
conference. Since NELS 1 in 1970, NELS has further expanded the geographical pool of its
participants, although the traditional geographical base for hosting insututions has remained
unchanged. NELS now annually draws speakers and participants from the entire United
States, Canada, and Europe. [t has been hosted by the following insututions, listed in
chronological order:

NELS | (1970) MIT

NELS 2 (1971) McGill University

NELS 3 (1972) University of Massachusetts. Amherst
NELS 4 (1973) Brown University

NELS S (1974) Harvard University

NELS 6 (1975) Université du Québec 2 Montréal
NELS 7 (1976) MIT

NELS 8 (1977) University of Massachusetts, Amherst
NELS 9 (1978)  City University of New York

NELS 10 (1979) Umnversity of Ottawa

NELS 11 (1980) Comell University

NELS 12 (1981) MIT

NELS 13 (1982) Univertité du Québec 2 Montréal
NELS 14 (1983) University of Massachusetts, Amherst
NELS 15 (1984) Brown University

NELS 16 (1985) McGill University

NELS 17 (1986) MIT

NELS 18 (1987) University of Toronto

NELS 19 (1988) Comell University

NELS 20 (1989) University of Pittsburgh

NELS 21 (1990) Université du Québec 2 Montréal
NELS 22 (1991) University of Delaware

NELS 23 (1992) University of Otawa

NELS 24 (1993) University of Massachusetts, Amherst
NELS 25 (1994) University of Pennsylvania

NELS 26 (1995) Harvard University and MIT

NELS has always been and remains the most prestigious conference in theoretical
lingusstics hosted in its geographical area and it is among the most highly respected in the field
at large. (Conferences in theoretical linguistics of comparable quality, hosted in different
Ecograph_ical areas, include the Chicago Linguistics Society, the West Coast Conference on

ormal Linguistics (WCCFL), and the Generative Linguists of the Old World (GLOW).) The
papers presented at NELS are of a consistently high calibre, not only because of the large
number of abstracts received (generally over 200, from which only 15% are selected). but
also because of the anonymous reviewing procedure employed (leading figures in the field are
asked to conduct the reviewing process). The papers presented at NELS have appeared in



published form since NELS S. and are frequently cited in refereed journals of the field. Since
NELS 11, the proceedings have been published by the Graduate Linguistic Student
Associauon at the University of Massachusetts. Amherst.

~ From 1ts beginning, NELS has been organized by the Linguistic graduate students
association of the hosting institution, although one or two faculty members from the
department frequently lend assistance. As a result, every effort is made by the organizing
commutiee (0 insure that a significant number of speakers are graduate students. This tradituon
has been maintained pnncipally because it provides graduale students who are relatively new
in the field with a unique opportunity to meet and discuss their work with established
researchers from other universiues.
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