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OUT OF THE 
CLASSROOM, INTO 
THE ARCHIVES

DEVELOPING SUCCESSFUL 
COLLABORATION BETWEEN 
FACULTY AND 
ARCHIVISTS/LIBRARIANS TO 
CREATE HIGH-IMPACT LEARNING 
EXPERIENCES FOR STUDENTS



MICHELLE CHILES (SHE/HER) 
HEAD OF ARCHIVES & SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

! Started @ PC in December 2019

! Archives staff: 

! Head, 1 full-time Assistant, 1 part-time Graduate Assistant

! Limited instruction/outreach program prior to Spring 2020



MICHELLE CHILES (SHE/HER) 
HEAD OF ARCHIVES & SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

! Outreach & engagement

! Targeted faculty 

! Archives instruction
! Spring 2020 Ð3 classes

! Fall 2020 ÐSpring 2021 Ðclosed to classes, virtual tutorials, digital collections

! Fall 2021 Ðresumed in-person appointments and instruction

! ExhibitÐbased instruction 
! Spring 2020 - 1 student group (COVID turned into a digital project)

! Fall 2021 Ð1 class, 2 groups of 4 students



ARCHIVES CLASSROOM

SPRING 2020 FALL 2021



READING ROOM



EXHIBIT GROUP FALL 2021





ALYSSA LOPEZ (SHE/HER) 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY & CLASSICS

! Started @ PC in August 2020 

! Specific Course: Civil Rights & Black Power in America

! 10 students, various degrees of experience with archival research

! Class readings were key to grounding them in historiographical knowledge 

! Project = response to feedback from previous semester 







COURSE FEEDBACK

SPRING 2020 SPRING 2021 (CURRENT COURSE)

! ÒÉThe class was incredibly repetitive. 
Every week, one of us prepared a class 
discussion and thats all we did that that. 
There was no collaboration, 
encouragement of engaging in primary 
sources, etc.ÉÓ

! ÒI think book reviews are important to 
do as a historian, but I also think there 
are better ways for us to engage with the 
material we are learning. I wish she had 
us review primary sources and compare 
them to what we were readingÉÓ

! ÒI would just offer criticism on the 
structure - a previous class had a similar 
scope but only required reading a couple 
key chapters from a text/week and 
paired it with a primary source.Ó

! ÒAlso, I really enjoyed the exhibit project! It was a new experience for 
me and I learned a lot from it.Ó

! ÒI liked the readings and loved going to the archives... I hope you do 
the archive exhibit again in the future.Ó

! Òenjoyed learning how to use the archives, that was a new experience 
for me. I understand the value in that experience, but it was difficult to 
schedule the outside of class visits to the archives, because the hours 
were limited. There were times were I had to leave work early, to try to 
make it to the archives. So that would be my only criticism. I think it's a 
really meaningful activity, but it was difficult for the people who are not 
full-time students.Ó

! ÒI loved the structure of this class incorporating both elements of 
public history and traditional academic structure!Ó



MEGAN LESSARD(SHE/HER)
MEDIA SUPPORT & OUTREACH COORDINATOR, LIBRARY

! Started @ Providence College in July 2018

! Digital Projects Department

! Work closely with Archives for regular social media content

! First Social Media takeover



SOCIAL MEDIA 
TAKEOVER
! Instagram & Twitter

! 7 social media posts

! 1 takeover announcement

! 5 content posts Ðstudents worked in 
groups to create content and captions

! 1 exhibit opening announcement

! Deliverables

! Character Limits

! Hashtags & Account Tagging

! Guidelines

! Language, Tone andClarity

! No Memes!



ALWAYS BE 
MARKETING...





WHY DO A PROJECT LIKE THIS?

! Is there a pedagogical or institutional reason? 

! What is the benefit to a semester-long project versus a one-shot 
archival visit? 



HOW DID THIS PROJECT GET STARTED? 

! Social media and exhibit aspects?

! Who approached who? 

! What networks made the idea seem possible in the first place?



HOW EARLY DO YOU NEED TO START PLANNING?



TIME COMMITMENT AND IMPACT?

! What was the overall time commitment for a project like this for all 
parties involved? 

! What was the reception to the studentsÕ work?

! Did you get much campus engagement with the exhibit? How can that 
be increased?

! What do you imagine the larger impact of this work to be on your 
campus?



DID ANY OF YOU STRUGGLE TO GET STUDENT BUY-IN?

! How did the students feel about their work/the deliverables?

! How did the brainstorming sessions in the classroom go?



COSTS?

! What are the costs associated with a student-curated exhibits 
program? (Supplies, planning other exhibits, printing, etc.)



STUDENT SKILLS AND EXPERIENCE?

! How did the sessions in class, not explicitly focused on the archives or 
social media posts, help inform the activists and assignments outside 
of class?

! Were the students ready/prepared to do independent archival 
research? 

! How much time was spent introducing these skills?

! How did the individual research visits go? What kind of additional 
support did the archives provide to the students?



WHAT WORKED AND WHAT DIDNÕT?

! What worked so well that youÕd leave the same for the next time? 

! What is something that needs some finetuning? 







EXHIBIT TITLE & INTRODUCTION BRAINSTORMING



EXHIBIT TITLE & INTRODUCTION BRAINSTORMING











MICHELLE CHILES
mchiles@providence.edu
Twitter: @mmichellechiles
Instagram: @archivistmichelle 

MEGAN LESSARD
Mlessar1@providence.edu
Instagram: @agirlfromRI

ALYSSA LOPEZ
alopez7@providence.edu
Twitter: @prof_alopez

PHILLIPS MEMORIAL LIBRARY
https://pml.providence.edu
Twitter: @library_PC
Instagram: @library_pc


