
Volume 1, Number 3

Item Type Article

Download date 2026-06-10 06:35:21

Link to Item https://hdl.handle.net/20.500.14394/43379

https://hdl.handle.net/20.500.14394/43379


* The Znternationul Leipsiger Arbeitskreis sur 
Geschichte des Buchwesens 

Organized book history research has a long tradition 
in Germany. As early as 1875 the mighty organiza- 
tion of German publishers and booksellers, the 
Borsenverein der Sutschen Buchhandler zu Leipzig, 
established a Historische Kommission that published 
(among other works) the Archiv f i r  Geschichte des 
Deutschen Buchhandels (21 volumes) and the excel- 
lent Geschichte des Deutschen Buchhandels, by 
Friedrich Kapp and Johann Goldfriedrich (4 vol- 
umes). Other organizations followed, among which 
the Gutenberg-Gesellschaft in Mainz became the 
international center for 15th- and 16th-century book 
history research. In the mid-1970s the Wolfen- 
butteler Arbeitskreis fur Buch- und Bibliotheksge- 
schichte was established at  the Herzog ~ u ~ u s t  
Bibliothek in Wolfenbuettel. I t  has organized annual 
conferences and meetings dedicated to topics in the 
history of book reading, and libraries. 

After World War I1 the Historische Kommission of 
the Borsenverein was rebuilt in Leipzig and in 
Frankfurt on Main. Unlike its West German coun- 
terpart, the Leipzig commission could not develop 
into a real center of book history research, although 
it published some volumes of the Beitrage zur 
Geschichte des Buchwesens . When everything else 
began to change in East Germany in 1989-1990, 
some younger scholars from the University of 
Leipzig (mainly from the departments of German 
Philology and of History) decided to establish a 
working group for book history research. With the 
help of the German national library, the Deutsche 
Biicherei Leipzig, and its Deutsches Buch- und 
Schriftmuseum, the international Leipziger Arbeits- 
kreis zur Geschichte des Buchwesens was founded in 
March 1990. Located at the Deutsche Biicherei 
Leipzig, the Arbeitskreis is an informal society of 
individuals and institutions interested in the history 
of the book in its broadest sense, including the 
history of paper, printing, authorship, publishing, 
bookselling, binding, reading, and book collecting. 

By June 1992 it  had about 150 members in ten 
European and North American countries. Every two 
years it organizes conferences on topics in book 
history. After .the inaugural conferences there was a 
session on "Leipzig as a Center of the Book-Needs 
and Opportunities" in 1990. A second will be held in 
September 1992 on "The Book and the Book Trade 
in the Early 19th Century". 

The members of the Arbeitskreis are helping to 
develop a Center for Book History Research at the 
Deutsches Buch- and Schriftmuseum der Deutschen 
Biicherei Leipzig. I t  already has the most important 
collection of books on book history in Central 
Europe, which has been enormously enlarged within 
the last two years with the help of the Fritz Thyssen 
Foundation. One of its first projects is an electronic 
database of published and unpublished sources 
(including the data of the Wolfenbiitteler Biblio- 
graphie zur Buchgeschichte) which will be of great 
importance for international book history research. 

The Arbeitskreis publishes the Leipziger Jahrbuch zur 
Geschichte des Buchwesens, which includes essays, 
editions of unpublished documents, inquiry reports, 
book reviews, and information about book history 
societies all over the world. Articles are published in 
German, French, and English. The first two volumes 
(1991 and 1992) inclllde essays by Robert Damton, 
Henri- Jean Martin, Roger Chartier, John Y. Cole, 
Herbert G. Gopfert, Wolfgang Schlieder, Martin 
Boghardt, and Frederic Barbier. 

New members and contributors to the yearbook are 
always very welcome. For further information please 
contact: Dr. Mark Lehmstedt, Schliemannstrafie 12, 
0- 1058 Berlin, Germany. 



9 * Other Ventures in Book History 

New Center for the History of the Book 

Pennsylvania State University at University Park, 
Pa., has established a Center for the History of the 
Book under the direction of James L. W. West 111. 
This Center is affiliated with the Center for the Book 
at the Library of Congress and with the Pennsylva- 
nia Center for the Book in Harrisburg. Although the 
Center at Penn State will have its home in the 
Department of English, it will be interdisciplinary in 
its activities. I t  will offer undergraduate courses and 
graduate seminars, host conferences and summer 
institutes, and organize lectures and exhibits. In 
cooperation with the Center, the Pennsylvania State 
University Press has launched the Penn State Series 
in the History of the Book, which will include 
scholarly monographs in such areas as publishing 
history, author-publisher relationships, and the 
compositional history of particular literary works. 
Formal inauguration of the Center will take place in 
the autumn of 1993. For further information, con- 
tact Professor West at the Department of English, 
Burrowes Building, Pennsylvania State University, 
University Park, PA 16802, USA. 

Three Sister Publications 

SHARP News would like to call attention to three 
recently-launched publications in related fields. 
Paradigm, the newsletter of the Colloquium on 
Textbooks, Schools and Society, has published seven 
issues since November 1989. Correspondence and 
contributions should be sent to the Editor, Dr. John 
Wilkes, 13 Cranmer Road, Cambridge CB3 9BL, 
England. 

The .British J~urnmlisrn Review, founded in 1.990, is 
a quarterly journal edited by Geoffrey Goodman. I t  
publishes articles on current issues in the media, 
along with news, research, statistical analyses, and 
book reviews. For subscriptions425.00 for individ- 
uals, £40.00 for institutions-contact ~ansell/Cassell, 
Stanley House, 3 Fleets Lane, Poole, Dorset BH15 
3A J, England. 

SMRP News is the quarterly newsletter of the Society for the 
History of Authorshi Readin and Publishing.Annualmembership 
in SHARP, which inckdes a su%scription to SHARPNews, is $10 in 
the United States, f 7 in Britain, $15 elsewhere. Address all corre- 
spondence to the Acting Editor, Linda E. Connors,Drew University 
Library, Drew University, Madison, NJ 07940, USA. 

The premiere issue of Murder is Academic, a newslet- 
ter for professors who teach crime fiction, appeared 
last May. I t  plans to publish course syllabi, confer- 
ence notices, authors' queries, discussion of critical 
and pedagogical issues, and advice about agents, 
publishers, and reviewers. I t  is also compiling a 
directory of teachers of crime fiction and their 
courses. To receive Murder is Academic, which will 
appear three times a year, contact Prof. B. J. Rahn, 
English Department, Hunter College, New York, NY 
10021. 

Book History Projects in St. Petersburg 

Fellow SHARP member, James Raven (Cambridge), 
has recently visited the Biblioteka Akademii Nauk 
(BAN), the Library of the Academy of Sciences, in 
St. Petersburg, Russia. He reports that extrador- 
dinary activity is now underway on various history 
of the book projects at BAN, the University of St. 
Petersburg, and the Public Library (renamed the 
National Library but still more familiarly known as 
the Public). At the University Library, Nikolai 
Nikolaev, Rare Books Librarian, is working on a 
major study of the literary representation of the 
ideal library in Europe, c.1500-1800. Among many 
projects underway at BAN, Dr. Pavel Khoteev 
continues the work of the late Professor Luppov in 
a series of books and catalogues which reconstruct a 
broad history of the book in Russia in the eigh- 
teenth century. This includes new catalogues of the 
individual English collections and libraries held at 
BAN; for example, a catalogue of the Bruce Collec- 
tion has recently been compiled by Dr. Saveleva, 
who is now working on a catalogue of the Pitcairn 
and Erskine libraries. Additional projects include 
work on the history of the German book in Russia 
and the English book in Russia in the early and mid 
18th century. The Public Library continues its well- 
known cooperative project with the Voltaire Foun- 
dation. 

Both Nikolai Nikolaev and Pavel Khoteev are 
concerned that other book historians am unaware of 
their work and would welcome correspondence by 
any interested persons. Contact: Nikolai Nikolaev, 
Dept. of Rare Books and Manuscripts, Nauchnaya 
Biblioteka SPBGU, Universitetskaya nab 7/9, 
199034 St. Petersburg, Russia; and Dr. Pavel 
Khoteev, BAN Library of the Academy of Sciences 
of Russia, Birgevaja Linija 1, 199034 St. Petersburg, 
Russia. 



Book History Exhibit 

An exhibition entitled "Mother Goose in New York" 
will display the engraved woodblocks used to print 
the illustrations that appeared in the picture books 
issued by the McLoughlin Bros., publishers, and 
their predecessors, from ca. 1840 to 1880. Related 
materials, such as engraver's proofs, English illustra- 
tions from which the American copies were taken, 
and original watercolors, will also be exhibited. The 

focus of "Mother Goose in New York" will be the 
development of wood-engraving styles and tech- 
niques within the evolving genre of American picture 
books. Attention will be given to the iconography of 
Mother Goose within the American nursery and the 
cultural implications of her compIex metamorphoses. 
The exhibition is curated by Michael Joseph, Rare 
Book & Jerseyana Catalog Librarian, Rutgers 
University Libraries, New Brunswick, N. J ., who has 
supplied the illustration above for SHARP News. 
"Mother Goose in New York" will be at the New- 
York Historical Society beginning November 5, 
1992. 

New Book and Graphic Arts Organization 

Pro Arte Libri, an international, indisciplinary 
society fostering the cultural values, both artistic 
and literary, to be found in the making of books, has 
been organizated in San Francisco. The Society has 
taken over the publication of the journal, Fine 
Print, securing a grant from the National Endow- 
ment for the Arts to redesign and broaden the scope 
of the journal. (Publication has been suspended until 
1993.) The new publication will employ the latest 
technology to create a journal that will itself stand 

as an exemplar of the graphic capabilities of 
the new electronic systems. Editorially, the 
new Fine Print will broaden its approach by 
reviewing the design of literature and infor- 
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mation in a variety of contemporary forms ranging 
from fme press books and artists' books through 
comics and electronic media with special emphasis 
on type design and typography. 

In addition to its publications program, the Society 
has opened a new office in San Francisco a t  300 
DeHaro Street with an associated gallery of arts and 
crafts (including books). They will be launching a 
Fine Print book club which will offer new books on 
printing history, type design, typography, and the 
graphic arts. For further information, contact: 
Sandra D. Kirsherhaum, President, Pro Art2 Libri, 
P. 0. Box 193394, San Francisco, CA 941 19, USA. 

The Bibliographical Society of Canada is issuing a 
call for papers for next year's Conference on the 
History of the Book in Canada to be held in 
Hamilton, Ontario on June 16,1993 (date tentative). 
Papers should be approximately 45 minutes in 
length and may be considered for publication in the 
Papers/~ahiers,the Society's refereed journal. Please 
submit proposals by January 15, 1993 and direct 
inquiries to: Eric L. Swanick, Legislative Library, 
P.O.Box 6000, Fredericton, N.B., Canada, E3B 5H1. 

An international conference on publishing (in 
French) will be held a t  the University of Sherbrooke 
(QuCbec), September 13- 15, 1993. Sponsored by the 
Groupe de recherche sur I'Cdition littCraire au 
QuCbec (GRELQ) and the Association internafionale 

. a n  dc bib!iogie (A!?,), ih cu~i~~eace, entitled fiaition 
et Pouvoirs", will have three themes: 1. Strategies of 
the traditional publishing centers and of the newer 
areas in an international distribution system; 2. 
History and system of publishing in the francophone 
areas in the 20th century; 3. Impact of new technol- 
ogies on the production and diffusion of the written 
word. Proposals for papers should be submitted by 
October 1, 1992 to: Groupe de recherche sur 1'Cdi- 
'tion littCraire/ ~ a c ~ u e s  Michon, Ddpartement des 
lettres et communications, UniversitC de Sherbrooke, 
Sherbrooke, QuCbec, Canada J 1 K 2R 1. 



CdsJor Contributors 

Contributors are wanted for an anthology of new 
scholarship and criticism on St. Nicholas Magazine 
to be edited by Susan Cannon and Ruth Anne 
Thompson of Pace University and by Suzanne Rahn 
of Pacific Lutheran University. Articles may exam- 
ine the making, editing, content, influence, and 
readership of St. Nicholas from a variety of perspec- 
tives. Some possible topics include nonsense in St. 
Nicholas, environmentalism in St. Nicholas, how St. 
Nicholas illustrated Kipling, the reception of Little 
Lord Fauntleroy, Palmer Cox's "Brownies", Mary 
Mapes Dodge's feminist agenda, ismes of race and 
ethnicity, marketing and advertisi~rg, biography, 
science and technology, games and riddles, St. 
Nicholas and the Aesthetic Movement, St. Nicholas 
and the Colonial Revival. Other articles might focus 
on such frequent contributors to St. Nicholas as J. 
T. Sophie Swett, Reginald Birch, Louisa May Alcott, 
or Frances Hodgson Burnett. Proposals or papers of 
25-30 pages (double-spaced, M LA) should be submit- 
ted to: Ruth Anne Thompson, Associate Dean, 
Dyson College, Pace University, Pleasantville, NY 
10570. 

CONFERENCES 

The Birkbeck College Annual Conference on Book- 
Trade History will meet November 28-29, 1992 in 
London. This year's topic is "Serials and Their 
Readers". One session will be devoted to discussion 
of current projects concerned with the systematic 
study of serials. Inquiries should be addressed to 
Michael Harris, Centre for Extra-Mural Studies, 
Birkbeck College, 26 Russell Square, London WClB 
SDQ, England. 

The 1992 Meeting of the Victorians Institute will be 
held at the College of Charleston, South Carolina, 
October 2-3,1992. The topic will be 'Tennyson 2000: 
Rethinking and Reappraisal", and the keynote 
address will be given by Prof. Herbert Tucker, 
University of Virginia, author of Tennyson and the 
Doom o j Romanticism and Browning's Beginnings. 
The Victorians Institute is an interdisciplinary 
organization that sponsors an annual conference and 
the Victorians Institute Journal. Individuals inter- 
ested in joining the Institute should contact Kath- 
leen McCormack, Department of English, Florida 

International University, Miami, FL 33 199. E-mail 
queries about the Institute may be addressed to 
David Latane, Vice-President, at  d1ataneBhibbs.v~- 
u.edu. 

The Third International Conference of Word & 
Image will be held August 15-19, 1993 at Carleton 
University in Ottawa, Ontario. The conference, to 
quote from the prospectus, "will focus on the coexis- 
tence of words and images in one (not necessarily 
aesthetic) object: the interface and fusion of word 
and image." Inquiries should be directed to A. W. 
Halsall/David A. Goodreau, Centre for Rhetorical 
Studies, 16 1 1 Dunton Tower, Carleton University, 
Ottowa, Ontario, Canada K1S 5B6. 

Noter and Queries 

Robert Singerman, University of Florida Libraries, 
is preparing for publication a bibliography of printed 
catalogues of American libraries, 180 1- 1875. Orga- 
nized geographically, this work will identify and 
locate ephemeral catalogues for a wide variety of 
libraries: public, governmental, subscription and 
rental, Sunday School, fraternal, etc. Extensive use 
has already been made of the OCLC and RLIN 
databases, supplementing the printed listings in the 
National Union Catalog, Shaw/Shoemaker, Sabin, 
etc., to enlarge this project. Librarians and curators 
are encouraged to contact Singerman for help in 
verifying materials in their collections and to bring 
elusive items to his attention. Contact: Robert 
Singerman, University of Florida Libraries, 
Gainesville, FL 32611, USA. E-mail: judaica@ 
nervm.bitnet. 

With the idea that information shared might ad- 
vance the endeavor, SHARP News would like to do 
a report on courses offered in book history at the 
~nd i r~ radua te  and master's level. Would instructors 
of such courses please send copies of syllabi to: 
Jonathan Rose,  ist tory ~ e ~ a r t m e n t ,  ~ r e w  Univer- 
sity, Madison, NJ 07940, USA. 

Recent Pdlications 

General 

R. C. Alston and H. Fellner, eds., Publishing, the 
Booktrade and the Diflusion of Knowledge [a micro- 



fiche collection of more than 700 texts, 2519 fiche, 
originally part of a subscription series' in the enor- 
mous Nineteenth Century microfiche program but 
now available as a single, self-contained collection] 
(Alexandria, VA: Chadwyck-Healy, 1992). 

Ermarth, Michael, ed., Kurt WoIf$ A Portrait in 
Essays & Letters, Tr. by Deborah Lucas Schneider 
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1991). 

Lotte Hellinga, ed. Incunabula: The Printing Revo- 
lution in Europe, 1455-1 500 [a microform series of 
about 10,000 titles to be published over the next ten 
years by Research International Publications, 
Reading, England]. 

International Diredory of Company Histories, vol. 4 
[includes Publishing and Printing] (London: St. 
James, 199 1). 

Martin Lowry, Nicholas Jenson and the Rise of 
Venetian Publishing in Renaissance Europe (Oxford: 
B. Blackwell, 1991). 

M. B. Parkes, Pause and Effect: An introduction to 
the History of Punctuation in the Wat  (Aldershot: 
Scolar, 199 1). 

"Produzione e Commercio della Carta e del Libro 
Secc. XII-XVIII," vol. 23 of the Papers of the 
Instituto Internazionale d i  Storia Economica F. 
Dutini (Prato: 1992). Includes: R. L. Hills, "Early 
Italian Papermaking", N. Barker, "Paper before 
1800N, D. F. McKenzie, "The Economics of Print, 
1550- 1750," J. Raven, "Book Distribution Networks 
in Early Modem Europe,", M. M. Smith, "Demand 
for Books Generated by Religious Institutions", J . 
McCasket, "The Italian Business Press". 

Donald Read, The  Power oJ News: The Zistory of 
Reuters (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 199 1). 

Jeremy Black and Jeremy Gregory, eds., Culture, 
Politics and Society in Britain, 1660-1800 (Manches- 
ter: Manchester University Press, 199 1). Includes: J . 
Barry, 'The Press and the Politics of Culture in 
Bristol, 1660- 1 77511, and J . Black, ttIdeology, Histo- 
ry, Xenophobia and the World of Print in Eigh- 
teenth-Century England". 

Michael Black, A Short History of Cambridge 
University Press (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1992). 5 
W. H. Bond, Thomas Hollis of Lincoln's Inn: A 
Whig and His Books (Cambridge: Cambridge Univer- 
sity Press, 1991). 

Julia C. Crick, The "Historia Regum Britannie" of 
Geofley of Monmouth. Vol. 4: Dissemination and 
Reception in the Later Middle Ages (Woodbridge: D. 
S. Brewer, 1991). 

John Dee, The Books and Manuscripts of John Dee, 
1527-1608. Pt. 1 : Manuscripts from the Bodleian 
Library (Reading: Adam Mattthew, 199 1). 

Allen C. Dooley, Author and Primer in Victorian 
England. Victorian Literature and Culture Series 
(Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1992). 

Ian Dyck, William Cobbett and Rural Popular Culture 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992). 

Isobel Grundy and Susan Wiseman, Women, Writ- 
ing, History, 1640-1740 (London: Batsford, 1992). 

Philip R. Hams, ed., The Library of the British 
Museum: Retrospective Essays on the Department of 
Printed Books (London: British Library, 199 1). 

Charles Harvey and Jon Press, eds., William Moms: 
Design and Enterprise in Victorian Britain (Man- 
chester: Manchester University Press, 199 1). 

Richard Helgerson, Forms of Nationhood: The 
Elizabethan Writing of England (Chicago: University 
of Chicago Press, 1992). 

T. H. Howard-Hill, ed., British Literary Bibliography, 
1970-79 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1992). 

Tony Hunt, Teaching and Learning Latin in Thir- 
teenth-Century England (Woodbridge: D. S. Brewer, 
1991) 3 vols. 

Tina Krontiris, Oppositional Voices: Women as 
Wders and Translators in the English Renaissance 
(London: Rou tledge, 1992). 

David McKitterick, ed., Catalogue of the Pepys 
Library at Magdalene College, Cambridge. 7: Facsimile 
of Pew's Catalogue (Woodbridge: D. S. Brewer, 
1991) 2 vols. 



K. I. D. Maslen and J. Lancaster, eds., The 
Bouyer Ledgers (Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 1991). 

Robin Myers and Michael Hams, eds., Property of a 
Gentleman: The Formation, Organisation and Disper- 
sal of the Private Library 1620- 1920 (Winchester: St. 
Paul's Bibliographies, 199 1). 

Howard Millar Nixon and Mirjam Michaela Foot, 
The History of Decorated Bookbinding in England 
(Oxford: Clarendon, 199 1). 

William S. Peterson, The Kelmscott Press: A History 
of William Moms's Typographical Adventure 
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1991). 

John Claud Trewinard Oates, Studies in English 
Printing and Libraries (London: Pindar, 199 1). 

Maurice Packer, Bookbinders of Victorian London, 
1837-1 901 (London: British Library, 1991). 

James Raven, Judging New Wealth: Popular Pub- 
lishing and Responses to Commerce in England, 1750- 
1800 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1992). 

Jonathan Rose, ed., The Revised Omell (East 
Lansing: Michigan State University Press, 1992. 

Richard H. Rouse and Mary A. Rouse, eds., Regis- 
trum Anglie de Libris Doctorum et Auctorum Veterum 
[Corpus of British medieval library catalogues] 
(London: British Library and British Academy, 
1991). 

Jean Rowles and Ian M axted, comps., Bibliography 
of British Newspapers: Cornwall, Devon (London: 
British Library, 199 1). 

John Russell Stephens, The Profession of the Play 
wright: British Theatre, 1800-1900 (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1992). 

Larry K. Uffelman, The Nineteenth-Century Periodi- 
cal Press in Britain: A Bibliography of Modem 
Studies, 19 72-1 987 (Edwardsville, IL: Research 
Society for Victorian Periodicals, 1992). 

Alden Vaughan and Virginia Mason Vaughan, 
Shakespeare's Caliban: A Cultural History 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991). 

Tessa Watt, Cheap Print and Popular Piety, 1550- 
1 6 4  (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
1991). 

John Wells, Rude Words: A History of the London 
Library (London: Macmillan, 199 1). 

J. H. Willis, Jr., Leonard and Virginia Woolf us 
Publishers: The Hogarth Press, 191 7-1 941 
(Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1992). 

Livre & Liadrature: ~diteurs Lihfraires du Qudbec des 
Annkes 40 et 50 (Sherbrooke, Qutbec: GRELQ, 
1991). 

Jacques Michon, ed ., gditeurs Transatlantipues 
(Sherbroo ke, QuQbec: Ex ~ i b r i s / ~ r i ~ t ~ ~ u e ,  199 1). 

China 

Denis Twitchett, The Writing of Official Histo y 
Under the T'ang (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 1992). 

Philippe Carrard, Poetics of the New, History: French 
Historical Discourse From Braudel to Chartier 
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1992). 

Anne Walters Robinson, The Service-Books of the 
Royal Abbey of Saint-Denis: Images of Ritual and 
Music in the Middle Ages (Oxford: Clarendon, 1991). 

Christopher Todd, Political Bias, Censorship and the 
Dissolution of the Oficial Press in Eighteenth-Century 
France (Lewiston, NY: Edwin Mellen, 199 1). 

Nozomu Hayashi and Peter Kornicki, eds., Early 
Japanese Books in the Cambridge University Library: 
A Cstalogue of the Aston, Satow and von Siebold 
Collections (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
1991). 

Russia 

A. Kemp-Welch, Stalin and the Literary Intelli- 
g e ~ i a ,  1929-39 (London: Macmillan, 199 1). 



Mark Steinburg, Moral Communities: The Cukure of 
Class Relations in the Russian Printing Industry, 
186 7-1 90 7 (Berkeley: University of California Press, 
1992). 

ted States 

Gera.ld J. Baldasty, The Commercialization of News 
in the Nineteenth Cemury (Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press, 1992). 

Barbara Cloud, The. Business of Newspapers on the 
Western Frontier (Reno: University of Nevada Press, 
1992). 

Paul Deane, Mirrors of American Culture: Children's 
Fidion Series in the Twentieth Century (Metuchen, 
NJ: Scarecrow, 1991). 

George H. Douglas, The Smart Magazines: 50 Years 
of Literary Revelry and High Jinks at Vanity Fair, 
The New Yorker, Life, Esquire, and The Smart Set 
(Hamden, CT: Archon Books, 1991). 

Ralph Frasca, The Rise and Fall of the Saturday 
Globe (Selinsgrove, PA: Susquehanna University 
Press, 1992). 

Ezra Greenspan, Walt Whitman and the American 
Reader (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
1991). 

Martha M. Solomon, ed. A Voice of Their Own: The 
Woman Suffrage Press, 1840-191 0 (Tuscaloosa: 
University of Alabama Press, 1991). 

John Tebbel and Mary Ellen Waller-Zuckerman, 
The Magazine in America, 1741 -1 900 (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 199 1) 

How We Are  Doing 

The SHARP Program Committee-Simon Eliot, 
Anne Humpherys, Patrick Leary, David Linton, Ian 
Willison, and I-met July 27 at the British Library. 
We considered a total of 93 proposals for the June 
1993 New Y ork conference, and ultimately ,accepted 
more than 50 of them. They add up to a very strong 
and very full program, with triple sessions spread 
over three days. We are planning, in addition, some 
plenary sessions, including a panel of book and 
journal editors who will discuss publishing opportu- 

nities for book historians. Complete infor- 
mation about the program, registration, 
hotel accommodations, and travel arrange- 
ments will be mailed out to all SHARP 
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members early in 1993. 

Breaking down the proposals by nationality, there 
were 70 from the United States, 11 from Canada, six 
from Britain, two each from Belgium and Czechoslo- 
vakia, and one each from Germany and Australia. If 
the British turnout was disappointing, that was 
largely my fault: I scheduled the conference a t  a 
time of year when most British academics are still 
grading examinations. Future SHARP meetings will 
be later in the summer, and we hope to bring a 
conference to the United Kingdom in the near 
future. 

Quite a number of British scholars are interested in 
SHARP, as I discovered at the Cambridge Colloqui- 
um on the History of Book in Britain and at the 
Manchester meeting of the Research Society for 
Victorian Periodicals. Our worldwide membership 
now stands at  232. 

The second issue of SHARP N m s  was sent to all 
members of the History of Reading Group (our 
thanks to Peter Fisher for sending us the mailing 
labels). The upcoming SHARP conference will 
feature several papers on the history of reading, and 
all scholars in this new and exciting field are cordial- 
ly invited to join us. 

The process of incorporating SHARP as a non-profit 
corporation has been set in motion. Eva A. 
Rasmussen of the firm of Cravath, Swaine and 
Moore is generously donating her legal services. She 
is one of the host of people who have stepped 
forward to volunteer their time, labor, and ideas for 
this new vezt'~rc k scf;~l~i.!y C G O P ~ E T Z ~ ~ G ~ .  Thaiiks t~ 
them, SHARP has taken off spectacularly. 

-Jonathan Rose 

Colophon. Some of you may be curious about the 
technical details of production of this newsletter. 
Here they are: Text is produced using Wordperfect 
5.1 on a Gateway 2000 486/33computer at Lehigh 
University. The typesetting utility is Publishers 
Powerpak 2.12, using Monotype Bodoni, mostly in 
11 point (up from 10 pt. last issue), and including a 
variety of decorative pieces and other typefaces for 
headings. Output is to a Hewlett Packard LaserJet 
IIIP printer. PAM 



If you join SHARP now, you will receive the next four issues of SHARP News as well as the 
SHARP Membership Directory to be published in the summer of 1993. Send a check for $10. 
(US) or $15 (elsewhere), payable to SHARP, to Jonathan Rose, History Department, Drew 
University, Madison, N J 07940, USA. British residents can join SHARP by sending a check 
for £7 to Dr. Simon Eliot, The Open University, 4 Portwall Lane, Bristol BS1 6ND, U.K. 
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