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INTRODUCTI ON 

Recent emphasis on t he  study of contemporary American soc ie ty  

i s  an important and v i t a l  extension of an increasing t r end  f o r  com- 

plex urban and i n d u s t r i a l  soc i e t i e s  t o  be included within t h e  anthro- 

po log i s t ' s  concerns. Such concerns can t ake  t he  form of two major 

endeavors. One i s  the  encouragement of appropriate f i e l d  work 

a c t i v i t i e s  on t h e  p a r t  of graduate s tuden ts ,  and, whenever poss ib le ,  

the  assumption of f i e l d  research by the  profess ional  anthropologists  

themselves. The other  i s  t o  keep abreast  of t he  scholar ly  l i t e r a t u r e  

and a c t i v i t i e s  of a p a r t i c u l a r  geographic a rea  o r  f i e l d  of study and 

encourage discussions among i n t e r e s t e d  members of t he  profession.  

As f a r  as Europe i s  concerned, the  Department of Anthropology 

of t h e  Universi ty of Massachusetts has begun moving vigorously i n  

both d i rec t ions .  Thus, t he  recent ly  created F i e ld  Program i n  Euro- 

pean Studies i n  Anthropoloey, i n  associa t ion with t h e  Univers i ty ' s  

At lan t i c  Studies I n s t i t u t e  a t  the  ~lbert-~udwigs-~niversitat i n  

Freiburg (~e rman  Federal  ~ e ~ u b l i c ) ,  i s  designed pr imar i ly  t o  o f f e r  

opportunit ies f o r  graduate students t o  engage i n  ethnographic re-  

search i n  Germany and other  European countries.  The program makes 

provision f o r  a f i e l d  s t a t i o n  manned on a year-round ba s i s  'by one 

of t he  s eve ra l  members of t h e  department whose i n t e r e s t  i s  i n  Euro- 

pean s tud ies .  

Fur ther ,  plans a re  underway f o r  our contacts  with Europe t o  run 

i n  both d i rec t ions ,  with dis t inguished European ethnographers 



occasionally teaching courses a t  t he  University and, while i n  t he  

United S t a t e s ,  offer ing s p e c i a l  l ec tu res  i n  o ther  i n t e r e s t e d  anthro- 

pology departments. The University of Massachusetts ' Department 

of Anthropology Research Reports s e r i e s  may be expected t o  r e f l e c t  

i n  i t s  fu tu re  i s sues  our increasing commitment t o  European s tud ies .  

Among other  a r t i c l e s ,  t h e  present  i ssue  contains th ree  papers 

presented a t  t h e  Symposium on Contemporary Cul tura l  Anthropology i n  

Soviet  Russia and Eastern Europe, he ld  during the  68th Annual Meet- 

ing  of the  American Anthropological Association i n  Hew Orleans i n  

November 1969. The symposium was organized by J o e l  M. Halpern and 

Zdenek Salzmann of the  University of Massachusetts, and chaired by 

the  l a t t e r  i n  Halpern's absence from the  United S t a t e s .  The th ree  

papers,  by Maday, Riedl ,  and Skrei  ja ,  deal  respect ively  with cur- 

r en t  a c t i v i t i e s  of c u l t u r a l  anthropologists  i n  Hungary, German 

Democratic Republic, and Poland. 

The exce l len t  and highly informative paper by Demitri B. and 

Edith M. Shimkin, "Radiocarbon Dating i n  t he  Prehis tory  of the 

U.S.S .R.  ," a l so  presented a t  the  symposium, w i l l  be published e lse-  

where i n  order t o  be more read i ly  access ible  t o  archaeologists  and 

p reh i s to r ians  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  da ta  concerning the  Old World. 

The announced symposium paper by J o e l  M. Halpern and Eugene A. 

Hammel, " ~ t h n o l o ~ i c a l  Studies Per ta in ing t o  Yugoslavia i n  t h e  Post- 

war Period: A Review of Yugoslav and Foreign contributions ," 

could no t  be delivered f o r  t e chn i ca l  reasons. I n  i t s  place,  

Halpern i s  contr ibut ing t o  t h i s  co l l ec t ion  a paper t i t l e d  "A Brief  

v i i i  



Survey of English Language Research on Yugoslav Cul tura l  and Socia l  

Anthropology and Ethnology." 

The symposium paper t o  have been presented a t  t he  New Orleans 

meeting by the  ed i t o r  of t h i s  i s sue ,  'Ethnography of Urban and 

Indus t r i a l  Czechoslovakia" was replaced by a b r i e f  repor t  on h i s  

recent f i e l d  work i n  Czechoslovakia. Because of t he  extent of t he  

f i n a l  version of t he  r epo r t ,  it i s  being published separate ly  i n  

t h i s  s e r i e s  under t he  t i t l e  A Contribution t o  t he  Study of Value 

Orientat ions Among the  Czechs and Slovaks. For t h i s  i s sue  of t he  

Research Reports, t he  e d i t o r  i s  contributing a por t ion of t h e  survey 

on which h i s  o r i g ina l  symposium paper was t o  have been based. It 

i s ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  an extensive review of two major Czech publ ica t ions  

dealing with t h e  ethnography of i n d u s t r i a l  regions. 

With f i v e  papers devoted t o  contemporary ethnography i n  as 

many Eastern European countr ies ,  we hope t o  have a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  

f u l f i l l e d  what we s e t  out t o  accomplish when we f i r s t  conceived t h e  

idea  of t he  symposium. 

Zdenek Salzmann 
Editor  




